T T T e

(2o (@ERREIN ST Tl .

hitralekh

Tale of Bezbaroa’s Life in Photo-Pictures

s _.f.rc«.z‘ry\,uv
Ty,




hamEq

(131-5q0 (AG5IFAIT HIaag Al

Aty o B cotref
T e

chitralekﬁa

The Tale of Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s Life in Photo-pictures

e

o ——

T

\ D“"’%s//z/?& oy

T

and pictures compiled
k() Rrmot ¥z
e

by
MAHESWAR NEOG

QO Lt e 45100

NL O
1968
ASAM SAHITYA SABHA
JORHAT ASSAM

the story told



Chitralekha : Pohar-chabit Bejbaruwar Jivanar Sadhu, The Tale of Lakshminath Bezbarod’s Life in Photo-pictures, an album of
photographs, in 46 plates, bearing on the life of Bezbarod, strung together with a small narrative in Assamese and English
by Dr Maheswar Neog. Jawaharlal Nehru Professor, Gauhati University, and published by Principal Hariprasad
Neog, General Secretary, Asam Sahitya Sabha, from Chandrakanta Handiqui Bhavan, Jorhat, Assam, November 1968

PRESENTED CEREMONIALLY TO DR ZAKIR HUSAIN, PRESIDENT
OF INDIA, AT THE MAVLANKAR AUDITORIUM, NEW DELHI,

SAHITYARATHI LAKSHMINATH BEZBAROA CENTENARY
CELEBRATION, 24 NOVEMBER 1968

@ v-00 B6TF Anal

Engraved and printed by Anil Saha, Cameo Private Ltd., 60 Gre
. . y Street,
and Kahcharan Pal, Nabajiban Press, 66 Grey Street, Calcutta galcutta ¢



(TEIFAR A

% oifes e oifeRd foid o 39/ I I9) IFR I
P o7 R BTl TS5 TR ey (9 eele wieiy Lot
emc@évma;fafﬁsmmlmiwwmmﬁ
28 FREERE ) T IER G ILA G & A, TR TS
siof's Tt 1TE | (E #M"TE FNAIAT ANTE I ate-
i sipver @rs e Teaw T arisraie o IR RERRER
ropiters oReR T adled <o bt gEAlE  Fowsd e
Wmmﬂﬂmmsﬁﬁammm
forara Tie-AR TS 7 oneed Trar i3 Te T FAARRT L]
T A Sl [AEARAA (X VORI IR W,
T LA ©IgS A I |

& @A W @iy I T e
TR IS & AR WA e e

1t erIR (9% e AR TeromE BR fms sved
%70 TR ERTE IRMR AT TAgF IIEAL  dhug O
TG, Syyvq BT (OHRIALE, B Tome $@a aytnealsd, s
e AERh e e wia iz wizet Svady & e LApEREs
wi aierow IR @ Tae st ¢ Tawier e
YAV &G RIFIA [IEIAE IR GIRANIZ AR T7eer tored
71

B TeF e A AorfedoRl WGl Wb e
faar vt gt et sfemm 3391, TE SRR ¥ER-
PRI ARS-IRT A, N2 FFeRf ARG oXS FEAT A,
WA TAL WA GROATS LI LA LA (WL TROE
iAot o e g el mex s i
faermr i vmit-eg R R Té&T @t ZECR E
TS B} N, RERIAT IMAARAT R T H-GIR-IREA
oo of6 TA 1 T 2H, (98 WIW WRERd WA BT a7,
T R WIIPY | FiRwsl AR A e e e
vrafafes W TA GR aeT aR{AY | MReNE Ay ElizeR

e Tt OR qfE IS e, A o IR, Ate !

AGAR TGN I GIRW JIA I R A el
Ty BoEs® AIETOE WPHRAT (ST, (SHOLIIRT AL -
3, FYTIHEIRAT AR R T AT AR LIRM |1 92
T MRS oz R TR TR SR e TS
®H FPTey NS (@A W 5AI1% 16 IRE|  (OHIS AIHS
wt Afee IR Y iR aia e TeRee
FILAR-FT FAI Ta, A Lo ooema ! qEeRd eees

*%



Ty amees wa tieE, [ R (@6 OEE e

mE e SRR Wi v Giaite awpiay w93AR
@EE T AN GUIRT AR Se@etEne Al Ui W
oentR-p AR CIeRT-AET @9 I 101 ©I17 Ay wndies | asr-
g R efem e TR IRURI NI AT 2L S IR
MRS o8 Teris Lialew R, e Agiaive A3
o gla wonime eodieer, ams o TR sieegone )
ALIACS A INTARN PR T8 @GPz Ao Fi Ty 1014
IR IS WiF
| IAARRHAT BIeA] WY (S4T TI© SIeAR I, BiRiEa |

L GBWRE WRN AR TIR SRI6Y A6 I8 A7 T8 T8 T
QT TR [RERER PR WES sgetess A off guE-
W ta MEAEAPRTE (TR IS $18 WI-RMT FIEIS AoLq-50
AT STHELINY AR R TFI AMEz 1 oog & !
TR IO e 1IWNR, I @R O, T NI ORI
fog Sl O NOre (UAN-SHIS GFNI Q@I ITRT -
ATHR ATS FHT AR A G ANATS A1 OR LIS
oiF oIe WY 2RI TSRS T ALY T BIRIR 4R {39y T
F->RTe AR (T 4T (98T TG | TZIFI A ANTOR F-
roeTe iR WHIG (A9 42 IAEl (A !

RTANCS R (SGTNN (G2 %] MY GRS IEe-ITA
Fearolc | ©OE P A 141 AR’ FiSTF FHA T, WIF-
I e famte nfers, GRS aze 1 Taem, Tof6 o, temeae
areia (Infer =efoee 615°) FEEI 94 TAR CINR SWAA
TANA 198 R0 {7 @eNg WIza 5 [ials S¥no-5 1 STe 5o

=3

31q @atE e Tewi? fovw fafon 2@ aacg s (947 WY 7@3R
W RAT WA A BA@T RO AR AT-AGA g AT
Wiow THYAe T WF TTI002 FLI0HIS B FIAEZ | (A8 TR
ool 29 [P97 AR ©R TACS 7 FF WY A}, (987
AR SN IAI BISIZ TS GBI TEI AN W@ | (iR ANGTS
Tl LG W T . Sl 8. AL el W AR ST | R
e IFAT IU OF WMINIRE /W 721 OF ([EAJAN
o[, aff WAR T IEFON I} AMETS] THA-Tg 4T B3 (eFed
e WA SRR g {Ivme RN ol (o& *rTw walez
oA, EMH AR T AT oRTER wemen Teaiames fwe
OTT 5 I TR (IS AT I8 BARCS | (98 AFEoe
(M S A TF, TG (TBAS W9, Gi6ARE TA AR R,
TR S A 9163, 18 (ANHA FALCS (164 P

RERA WA TEAT Aos &t R @, @, e
TEfs @2 tEEEl o’ vmEArer 1 reg digimel v
LI (12 GAI8 IS (el | 57 I8 6 T 6F0R (ST
e eyl ogd R Tl ow Tty o et
Aore Zia-atfa | E’Qﬂiﬁ‘mﬂm—lﬁﬂﬁmﬂl
?ﬂwasmfﬁmm-ﬁiﬁa«mwwka TR AR A
sifgreieeam IR Te T 5E TFex 28E e |- . .4 il
e 43 i &@ie wRam o sifem fnmg, v fafv =
Fiam wAiwaCe T e i IRew ieEieEn, o)
MR RANS CRMME S o e areTe r serers
e o1 Tt A st wimts arfwe, o, atew,
TR, AFSL, IS, AI, AFiH0 Semawleem ondda



Tifzel SR (3 STSE LIRS -9ReT SREPFHAIT AB | RS
HF-@NA SIFIA @l SMEEE PR Feewre AR S
raieIia Siyten, MRT e IR Ae-EERT Aiavna AizieR
TEA SRT GEE 7 TR-E-0R Fo-ivem T Sene
TPl R [E AL AT WK, G FAE I qro-

TR BT FNZ T (&ART ANS -G FOORE G
toTg witee A6 @rie FRA @IEA T (60T SiiNal S

S (T (SERI MO0 ©ed IMVILENeE Mid (OSEmE e
e i !

Sye Todiamama sre (M6de TMidEe 4o Soiferse
(9] [RT [ored [ BATAY B Ty {w=-talome 7@ wEA
*R¥Fia A, (TR @e Fla-siiy Fie i1 (o) faawe wizm
»A1 WY erAe #fe FA e FFiiEE, siedore lm Fiaaie
wcﬂi‘wﬁmm@mmmw—mgﬁﬁ 947 TR TEA *F
gRA (@AFIAIE AN AFAT A9 ANAE AW 03
TA0A1 (AR ©I2 {Z *f13e | K263 ‘AN A (G W FeT] FEANT
freat Ty sieeor @yia 3137 ITTAE T 46 &8 ('8 T’
form, (RWR M TN e A0 SR SEF I1ZY MS6 BRI
FBAT WEATE NH-TFACS SNIW O/FW IAA ROWT T
@ @ASTI D SH00-5 T4, IH UK, RERRIN AEGS Fial
oTE, B3R Eata 8fE  foew Imte ww @ieRiTe
Wmh-mmmwfﬁa—ﬁmwﬁﬁahan o} o’
ST BeE 518 5] TA L L1 LA DHOH-T ISETAFA [AZW (STt 1l

- frz1e eq wifzE |

K¢ TEGICT RERLI-WERINT  RREAT  «reid
Bofeet1 A R TE ARS, IR TR TER ¢iwS, @RI
T1RT, T, I M8, PRI RAIRTS A6 & 1T 7l
EIRRI ¥4 B39 Tz oo 63637 T 83 forme
™ Ear oft @bl Toiais et za  w@aiRt s o

Hligel By, [PINIGRTCS ABCAT WA 1R 17 [ T oI
Tremet 72 riex Fortere tod7 ofenm wimes Tamn ixfem

o of-Te ToRe TIUAEE; TEN A, I6 1, RS
TovaR IR oW {Zleels | (SR TN SoreLarT TTed
TP el TR 1 FEIIR3 et el san a9 St
~iao tzied Wfeq3AT @, 3, bE-tfone oF; SEmet @Rl
mpiel Pt @izaier IR weim vl wime G5
4N R T AgA 63 wiivRe anwEy ofem 1983 i)
folremet w2 fwall fmr sue @eeeEy Welq iy’
W ([@ERANNG Aligal Il oAfeTer | IHE-INGER
T (S8 W ME, GFERIREE (AR 3] 7 TOIH 4TS
AT (687 W e fvaihw sRe e sl WR R
igel | Toq-3pr AT oI SNt oredd «ite emiied ) e
AR REIRIN TEeT 9T 8% orein @it siafea) G
Torre (A RS iewE | tewibae WEWmed TOE €FR TS |

. R «31af7 iz REREE SweriNis e «iateE,
ﬁrgmmrammam‘fﬁtsﬁémtm 4Nq QTR
w6 7= w3 T2 am@ﬂm-ﬂfsmmi‘awwm
FAS TN | FIRINH (IR IR MIPMIS I S0 |

fofa



L3554 : MY ETeIR fAER-Sin wWFRoR ST e T
s TAe PRITC AMEF | TS IW SR IA AT
anmra'a'mmwmﬂa—fﬂrww
arw—m?ﬂimwaﬁlwmmt"mwﬁasréw
m—?ﬂ‘wﬁaﬂw—wwmﬁmﬂaafmammn
334 : @ES AR T LA SR @i O’ TR LIS
AR WPlsT AIRE RS 91E I WEIR R OTHS AC T
PR A Toin-gi-sif-eaial 8 [welitE RereI AT I
@l Tl AEeEe wela e A1 or fage Wil 98
Wﬂrwﬁaama—mﬂh@w@mﬁﬁﬁr@
mfﬁaﬁﬂ‘ﬂﬁemﬁ-mﬁﬁimwmﬁqwﬁ
TR iEeiz |

et Tovg warie iy sEegla o, sals Wiy Fts @wer
I TRH| SO FlaFOre AT (o [ERIFTI /LT 11 XA
R, RERsRm i fomite fwe fafesR's wve-ics i
Ziigdm &2
mﬂm—maag—lwhcaﬁamaw—r%m-mvmwﬁ
s oel A1 S 4TS e (9§ Al A, @A
aqffed | GeRa To1ge QNS ZOMETISRT (967 ;19 GANE e |
ﬁmwwmﬁr@r@ammﬁm
e S AP T I— IS B, ‘el Wiiw e g
Faq T SPR-FIN WeEiA GBWE @AY 4P [WEIEIE S
Wm@amwmw«qml 530V : IATITRR RIGE
T QAT e 3y o6 TEWIZgd 23R ARMA
footauE Toa Fqe TRIG 3G w9l AT TA IRFeT e

gia

TS qeRT A @il T IR g aniale

MR @S| CPUSIET Alle A TS T STedcA SR
oo gl7 a\wﬁwwmﬁawcﬂmﬁcmﬁafﬁm
w1 amﬁmhmzm@mmmmwmﬁ
fratei® T (oW IFYTST WA6TRS 9 RN [FETE AR
T STERME Shon-T1 AT feNA AgA FUeE IO il
T NLE Gl i, W, (AT SeiEis @R ta ez
3R wfeFR qE S| EHIRT TR FARE AR, AL, (TE
o SIE @I ) IR ENY e @R aieE, g
o), wed afex ™ AR @ Ao, —Tgr @@ o) LI
¢ WIH-SIES R ERIE (IR 4N IR, OR AT 1Al AR
AEPIoq AT AMAFET, AGRFS], IBFOEH | F19 8L T
RERIE IRTS T HI Qewe, U7, (XS AR T[0T GiF
gofa a1 gl wfosm R oy 323 FECe (987 TOTH
Bl 1Y eeMRieet | O Torma Sifue 3% @iyt favg wceTsa1a
Mererz BTG 7 A a1 ARV Fomes FIR KA
HEG EF, TG-FA' AR, TR W Hoie eERl 2F4-
Tuive ey e afeit 135 o=, 53 oo mar ong 1 =LA
T FIE 1, (987 T Toeite Wty o falver @3 s
@41 (R FME FAL-SRIR AN W5 [PRAREH Tog 317 {741

SHOY BT SREHTC O WIF; ATeR T9aca Torer 341 W
(ST RISTRIEA ATTEAT *Ne (REq@ Tred e wovifois &
FIE 1 1% TR TP Az AOR Ty zE1 H338-G (AT
Tor AizerAiem e a@Eits, Reramnre Aol 319
mﬁmm’rﬁmmmﬁmn mﬁewmﬂmré
Tt ¥@, CH AR SR STeeR ME I AESRT1 H590-8 ¢



TSR (98 AN T TG T, Wi F19-0eT WMig TOIT;, RS,
ERZTG, (SIS, SERhTe Soisae T, SIASTERYAI 2@ Slis-
gzir wize (o83 Wiom-ofom o[l TR Jieawag [-
*[J7Z 1T PICE | T TNILT AT I &9 YT BIoaT | DH0D-T
AT MIZOR SFHIAFE [IITIRE A998 (943 (R T
TR PSR’ (RS IR LA ST TS AOR (VA Fel-57i
f7, MAHT RIS o1Te GAMA|  $500-8 AN WRTR (&
fasege sfae T9 owe Al Wi 53], T2 JA4FR, B17;
SECAAR (RS0 I, SORF IFF® (N SITRII (TR-T5-
TN T (oiew, e 7 TRed I o3 I3aT FAEl /AN
w1 St (aNqed e eIt ITE |

s»0q : @s #iTe #ife e T ¥ s o (FHRATTS
(RUENE SE-NET T *RIIT GO SLPT F,1eT | 606 T IR 1Y
TR @ CHNAE ®ZIF 2| T¥ AE L et Wiz 3@
TATGT 9. 9T, 9. PRI TIAF W@ @ A LIRGES AT Tl
CartE ol ARIE SR el @YX ToryiR A3Ea % GG A |

Y TSl I [@EIGA TeITR foRg I I AN,
1947 {7 IRTT F,1Y (BEZ T (96T TWH WS TN Toms
foamd TR AE-Lo0F, IMR-To78 Nigs (o867 A1 6A-
oo 3te 4iaE SiW-mie aIe-SgN A9-apl Wiy @
TS&F (Zi6 419 14T | RS ST &7,1q RS, HSTILIY@T PP F1eq
Biser QIR AW TS : 0 2, WK ] N f7amm Fiq e,
AGI' UGN G2 QTS 0 ; REIFT R ©F (T &20] Alfere
armznaﬂaﬁﬁm foea3 w9ee 8wy IMRiR T Ziiza
T Qi /T T5; T @RE R pieel  fevg wT-
IE TIR I, IR (12 AT FRI-NET AICZRT THSCd W.RTiR

US| SHOY-T RY THI [H,3 AIE TH] 14T RIFFR LT
wior Wt gl AMAe FAa TR RN o 3]

qieng ToR TER oW I Tver mze AR @@ e
ZI16IAF T3 |

ot sgergem A Teiwa- 1 spaegaimz witEe
THIRIIR SR | AR, AP T, ? 4TI IS 51 41 effos i
IR, AR IR 2..AK; 2. AR ?



The Tale of Bezbaroa

Once upon a time a brahman Va’shpava from ancient
Kinyakubja travelled all the way to Asama, the kingdom of
the Ahoms, in North-eastern Ind’a. He was no other than:
Kalibar, who was a profound scholar in the Vedas and in
Ayurveda. His learning created a sensation when he made his
appearance in the capital of Svargadeva Jayadhvajasimba
( 1648-63), who hastened to appoint the brahman to the office
of Bejbaruvd ( angl'cised as Bezbaroda) or Chief Royal Phys:-
cian and to make him munificent land grants. Kalibar’s descen-
dants continued to enjoy that high position in a happy
succession.

Towards the end of Ahom rule in Assam, in the year 1813
was born Dinanith,’ son of the then Bezbarod of the monarch,
Chandrakantasimha (1810-18), at Jorhat, the last capital of
independent Assam. As Dinanath grew up to be a bright young
man, there came an hour for the “breaking of nations”. - The
Ahom state, for some time (1819-24) occupied by the Burmese,
passed surreptitiously into the hands of the Brit'sh in 1826,
Purandarasimha, who was king for a brief spell (1818-19), was
dethroned, but was recognised as Raja of the eastern part of the
country on the promise of the payment of an annual tribute of
Rs 50,000. Dinandth met Purandara at Gauhati at this juncture
and got the appointment as Bezbaroa and he was also put in
charge of the Civil Sherestdi. When soon tke East India Com-
pany finally took over the land in 1839 from Purandara.
Dinanith was made, first, Civil Mabafez and, then Civil
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Sherestddar. In 1861 he became Munsiff and Deputy Collector
at Nowgong, moved to Barpeta in 1864, then to Tezpur in 1867,
then to North Lakhimpur, and still then to Gauhati. In 1871
the designation of Munsff was ctanged to Extra Assistant ; and
it was from this office that Dinandth Bezbaroa retired in 1873
to settle in his original home town of §ibsagar. In 1895 as he
saw his own end fast approaching, he made his way to the
Vaishnava temple at Kamalabari on the Maijuli island of the
Brahmaputra, where he passed away peacefully surrounded by
his guru and the monks of the college.

It was the full-moon evening of Lakshmi-pirmima, all bright
and beautiful. The large merchandise boa's carrying Dinanith
Bezbarod, his family and attendants up the Brabmaputra frum
Nowgong to Barpetd, were moored against a sand-bank in a
small place, Ahatguri. The small sons of Bezbaroa were fro-
licking on the sand washed white by the clear autumnal moon-
light, when their joy was raised 10 a rolicking point by the first
cry of a tiny little brother, for Bezbarod’s second wife (he like
the Dingariyas or dignitaries of old having two wives),
Thaneswari,® gave birth to a beautiful creature, to be named

Lakshminath by the argument of his coming into the world that
particular full-moon night.

Lakshminath had an altogether wonderful - childhood at
Barpeta, so famous as the place of the great activities of the
Assamese saint-poets, Sanikaradeva and Madhavadeva, and for
the famous Vaishnava temples set up there by these two and
other saints; at Tezpur, legendarily held to be the capital of,
Banasura and the home of the first ever Indian artist, Chitra-



lekha, a superbly beautiful town with an undulating landscape
wherever you cast your eyes and with specimens of ancient sculp-
ture and architecture lying scattered here and there; and at
North Lakhimpur with its sweet sylvan grandeur. At Tezpur
the Bezbarod family was joined by an old relative of theirs,
Grandpa Ravi. The young Lakshmindth listened with rapt atten-
tion to grandma’s tales told by this grandpa as of such folk-
tales (sadhu-kathd) ke was a veritable haversack never to be
emptied. This certainly made a very deep impress on the child,
who grew up in later years to give us two fine collections of
tales, calling them Grandmda's Tales (1912) and Grandpa and
Grandson (1913). Let us also remember here that Lakshmi.
nith became the father of the modern Assamese short story under
medern influences. At Lakhimpur he took great delight in pay-
ing constant visits to a maker of clay icons, who made Lakshmi-
nith believe that the pigments he used came from evening clouds,
and presented him with a clay-made whistle with its simple
gladdening note, and to a goldsmith only to imagine that the
chiselled features of the man’s little daughter were the handi-
work of the smithy. All these childhood experiences helped to
fashion the mind of Lakshminath in an artistic frame. At
Lakhimpur he had his vidyarambha, but the primer he had lo
struggle with was in Bengali, for Assamese was still to be recog-
nised as a language at all by the new British Administration.
Dinanath Bezbarod set up an English school at the place for the
benefit of his own sons and other local children. Another influ-
ence came powerfully to work on Lakshmindth—that of Vaish-
navism and its literature. His father was a devout Vaishpava and
used constantly to rcceive monks from the Kamalabari-satira
" (Sattra is a math or temple, or a monastery as in this particular

case.) as guests, who performed music and traditional dramas
in a grand way. The whole bhakti literature of $ankaradeva and
his times and the rich culture it all meant became the atmos-
phere of the house. Lakshminath was born to it.

This Vaishpava atmosphere thickened when Dinanith
Bezbarod retired from Government service and made his perma-
nent residence at Sibsagar. Now reading in the local High
English School, Lakshmindth passed more of his time in the day-
long prayer services or outdoors than in the school plus at the
reading desk at home. The precocious youth sometimes stole
away from his playmates to pore over ancient folios of bhakti
texts. It is no wonder, therefore, that he became the most zealous
and effective exponent of the Sankaradeva movement in his time.
True that he took more time than usual in taking his Entrance
Examination with success, which he did in 1886 and secured a
Government scholarship for further education.

Dinanath Bezbaroa had the good number of thirteen sons
and six daughters. Among Lakshminath’s brothers are Golap-
chandra®*® who had his medical education in the U.K., worked
as a Civil Surgeon in South America for sometime and then
returned to be Medical Officer of the Calcutta Corporation:
Govindachandra, a renowned educationist; and Brajanath, a
Kaviraja of great repute and a public man too.

Lakshminath came to Calcutta and read in Ripon, City and
General Assembly (now, Scottish Church) Colleges, where he,
however, did not have a brilliant career. He passed the First
Arts Examination in 1888 and had his B.A. in 1890. All this was
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very much colourless, but what was colourful is the fact that
the youngman’s mind was opened to two very potent influences :
one, the Romantic literature of England’s early nineteenth century
and, second, the literary world of Calcutta, which was pulsating
under that influence and became a nest of singing birds and
a busy home of prattling story-letters and enthusiastic play-
wrights. Shakespeare, Shelley, Keats and Byron, Michae]
Madhusudan, Hemchandra, Dwijendralal and Rabindranath
created havoc in the mind of the youth. The new trends of
Nationalist Consciousness also had its effect on him so that when
the Commissioner and Chief Comm:ssioner of Assam twice
offered him a civilian’s job, he did twi.ce refuse. Much inspired
by the galaxy of brilliant British and Indian advocates of the
Calcutta High Court, he developed the ambition of becoming a
great lawyer. He joined the Law Classes at Ripon College and
attended postgraduate classss in English at Presidency College.
The High Court became a place of his daily pilgrimage. But

Lakshminath’s big dream was shattered when he could not get

the pass in the B.L. Examination on account of the University’s
raising the pass marks that year after the examination, and found
himself landed on an abortive litigation against the authorities !

Thwarted in his efforts to become an advocate, Lakshminith
had to think of some other avenue than Government job so casy
for him to have. He had already contracted an intimate friend-
ship with the business-man, Bholanith Boroodh'?, who had just
come to Calcutta and made some beginnings of a great concern
dealing with timber, coal, etc. He joined Borooah’s organisation
with a cordiality but without any terms being settled between
them. This gave Bezbarod a good source of income, but it also
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meant hard work and a restlessness with moving from place to
place, from person to person.

But Bezbaroa’s intellectual life was much more than the
commercial part of it. Already in 1888 he with his compatriots
in Calcutta established an Assamese Language Improvement
Society, Asamiya Bhasar Unnati-sadhini Sabhd, and early
next year started a literary journal, Jonaki, with his friend,
Chandrakumar Agarwild, as cditor and manager. The society
had its plan and programme of bringing about a renascence to
Assamese life and letters, and that was put to practice in the
journal. This enterprise of these youngsters worked wonders, and
there was a literary movement, which ushered in an epoch with
a very much conscious purpose.

Then about the emotional and private life of Bezbaroi. His
friendship with two youngmen of Jorasinko Thakur-badi,
Sudhindranath and Kshitindranath, introduced him to the illustri-
ous Tagore family. This ultimately led to Lakshmindth’s marriage
in 1891 with Prajiidsundari,’ the second among the eight beauti-
ful daughters of Hemendranath Tagore (1844-84), Maharshi
Debendranath’s third son and Rabindranath’s elder brother, who
gave the poet a good grounding in Bengali in spite of the over-
zealous atmosphere of English education at Thakur-badi in parti-
cular and in Calcutta in general. A calculated attempt was made
by the Tagores to convert the hero of the Joniki movement into
a Bengali, but that only made Lakshmindth a staunch Assamese,
trying to vindicate the individualty of his language against
onslaughts of the misconception that it was a patois of Bengali
in a series of essays in Assamese and Bengali.
forsook all hope ! 1

The Tagores Ve



As the first fruit of their marriage a fine little thing, Surabhi,
came into the life of the Bezbaroas, only to go away and leave
a deep scar on it after five years. Lakshmindth names one of tha
collections of his beaut.ful short stories (1909) after her. He
did not have a son, but took muck pride in his three living
daughters.>® Aruni (born in 1900) kad a brilliant student career
up to her M. and acquired great attainments in Indian and
Western mus.c. She married the brilliant Satyavrata Mukerjea, who
rose to be Dewan of the Baroda, Kutch and Tripurd States.**
Rithd Devi, the great Indian danseuse, is their daughter. Ratna
or Ratnavali (born in 1903), the second living daughter of
Bezbaroa is an Arts graduate, and ste married Rohinikumir
Baruah of Dibrugarh, an Edinburgh M.A. and tea-planter.*® The
third, Dipikd, (born in 1908) after her taking the B.A. and B.T.
degrces, embraced, at first 1o great shock for her parents, Chris-
tianity in 1932 under the influence of the Anglican Diccesans,
and became a nun in 1935. Prajiiasundari was a very much
accomplisted lady with a sound general and musical education,
and a devout wife and mother. She is the author of Amish o
Niramish Ahar, very much of a well-known classic in the subject
in Bengali, and Randha-badha in Assamese. Bezbaroa and his
daughters had good histrionc .talents. When once Rabindranith
Tagore produced his Valmiki-pratibhd at Calcutia, Bezbaroa
played the role of the First Robber, his daughters®, ! acting in
other roles. Later on, Bezbarod produced this play at Sambalpur
with the help of his wife and daughters.

Bezbarca became a great force in Assamese language and
literature. He' made his first mark through a farce, Litikai, a
rich extravaganza of boisterous laughter, a piece too of consum-

mate art, published in the Jonaki (1889-90). His later works,
Kripabar Baruwar Kakatar Topold (essays in a lighter vein but
with a purpose, 1904), Padum Kiwari (an attempt at a novel,
1905), Kripabar Baruwar Obhatani; and Surabhi (1909) marked
him out as a powerful writer particularly in prose and a domi-
nating personality in literature. His non-posthumous publica-
tions mostly belong to the years between 1909 and 1915. Thes:
were farces (3 more of them, 1913), collections of short stories,
writings on the life and literature of Sankaradeva and Midhava-
deva (Sankaradeva 1911, Srisankaradeva aru Srimadhavadeva
1914) three historical dramas (1915) and other writings. An
essay ‘Anglo-Indian’, written by Bezbaroa appeared in
1908 in a local Assamese periodical, Ushd; and this caused the
ire of the Government, who prohibited publication of the
journal. The editor, much d'smayed, apologised and declared
withdrawal of the writing. This came as a shock to Bezbarod,
and in 1909 he started a new monthly journal, Bdhki, which
became & pronounced centre of literary activities in Assam.
He remained its editor till 1932, thus steering the course
of Assamese literature for a considerable period. His matur:
writings lie scattered on the pages of this journal, and a real assess-
ment of him today becomes impossible in the absence of a collec-
tion of them. Among these are his discourses, in the form of
‘editorials’ and under such captions as Krishna-katha and Tattva-
katha, on the Vaishnava faith and philosophy. They constitute
his masterpieces, giving the best in him in point of thought content,
form and literary style, even though his humorous writings, often
lashing out at the vanity and sluggishness, prejudices and inertia
of his own people, may have atiracted a much larger audience.
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Some of his philosophical passages mark a high level of intellec-
tual and spiritual attainment.

In 1933 Bezbaroa was invited by the Maharidja of Baroda to
deliver a series of lectures on aspects of Vaishpavism. It was
a rare honour, for such an invitation was extended to such perso-
nalities as Rabindrandth Tagore, Dr S. Radhakrishnan, Sir C. V.
Raman and Dr R. G. Bhandarkar. Bezbarod came and spoke, in
two lectures, on the history of Vaishnavism in India and the rasa-
lila of Krishna. These two lectures are included in the publ;ca-
tion, The Religion of Love and Devotion (1963). About the first
lecture a leading critic, Dr Banikania Kakati, remarks : ‘It is so
beautiful and penetrating in its simplicity. Everything comes
from the intuitions of the soul like the simple and deeply signifi-
cant writings in the Bible.” Later, he delivered another lecture,
“The Cowherd of Vrindivana”, to the Gujarat Division of All
India Oratorial Association.

The business of Bholanath Borooah and Bezbaroa thrived
phenomenally within a few years and almost touched Calcutta’s
sky. The tie between these two partners became all the tighter
and smoother. But before long there appeared ‘a rift in the lute’,
which threatened to ‘make the music mute’. The business rela-
tions between Boroodh and Bezbaroi (who had gone so far as
to put his name fondly as L.N.B. Borooah to identify himself
with his professional brother) became strained the more and
more till at last they snmapped in 1911. It speaks well of both
that their friendship continued till Borooah’s death in 1924,
Bezbaroa tried to build up his own tmber business with nearly
no success and laid his hand on this other small source of
income and that with no better results. At times things became
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so miserable that he had to meet his daily requirements by
selling stocks of old mewspaper. He was thus compelled by
circumslances to take an employment under an European
business concern, Bird & Co., in 1916. He had to work very
verv hard particularly in the forests of Orissa and Assam. In
1917 he made his headquarters at Sambalpur in Orissa,
where he bought out a house for his family. In 1927 he
was ordered to take charge of the Company’s work in Assam,
but that meant untold strain particularly because of extreme
humidity. He, therefore, left Bird & Co. in February 1928 and
left Assam-finally for Sambalpur, where at the age of sixty-four
he started timber business on his own. What tremendous energy
was called upon to carry it on till the end of his life over decade
more ! It is hard imagining in spite all these activities and worries
how prolific a writer he was all the time and how he ran the
Bahi, published from Calcutta (1909-20), then from Dibrugarh
(1920-21) and then from Gauhati 1920-32),

Bezbaroa was invited to preside over the first Assam Students’
Conference in 1916. It was the first literary and cultural organi-

-sation of Assam. He was honoured by Asam Sihitya Sabhi

(established in 19]17) as the president of its sixth session held
in 1924, and the Sabh@ also presented him with an address of
honour, the first one in its history, in 1931. Some enterprising
Assamese students at Calcutta formed a Bezbarod Samiti in the
style of Shakespeare Society, etc. When he came for a tour
in Assam in 1930, he was given the most rousing ovation every-
where in recognition of his services, and crowds came from all
directions to have his darshana. When in August 1937 he came |
with illness to stay with his daughter at Dibrugarh, the prayer



of his people rose in chorus to Heaven that he might be saved
his valuable life. In fact, he recovered from illness ( duodenal
ulcer ) for some time and prepared to go back to his work at
Sambalpur. But Heaven shaped this part of his life otherwise.
Bezbarod passed away on the 26th March 1938 and this mighty

son of the Brahmaputra was consigned to the fire on the sand-

bank of the big river at Djbrugarh.

Bezbarod enjoyed a unique position among literary men of
Assam. He has been called Sahityarathi, the great C.-in-C. of

the Literary Army, or Sahitya-samrdt, the uncrowned king of
literature. Almost all litterateurs looked upon him as their
master and considered him as a sort of guiding star. Whenever
people had doubts about some point in literature or language,
culture or religion, everybody waited anxiously to see what
Bezbarod had to say on it. As his son-in-law Mukerjea has so
precisely said, “It is given to few of us to find, like you have
done, oneself as the most honoured living pame in one’s
literature.”
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The Siva-sdgara tank with three shrines of Vlshhu Slva and the Devi at Sibsagar, the scene of Bezbarod’s early life.
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mizeEyt The Sahityarathi
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The most heart-felt homage of a people in recognition of his life-

long devotion to, and signal services in the cause of, Assamese
language and literature and culture
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A fascimile of the first draft of Lakshminith Bezbarod’s autobiography,
Mor Jivan-sovaran, a rich human document, recalling his birth in a boat
on the Brahmaputra on the Lakshmi-pirnima day of 1864



The Royal ‘Lion Seal’ of thec Ahom kings, to whom the
Bezbaoras were duly appointed Physicians-in-chief
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Lakshminath's father, Dangariya Dinanith Bezbarod, with
a few members of the family
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) (1813—27 May 1895) Lakshminath’s mother, Thaneswari Devi





