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cruelties. She fought the Greeks for Sicily, and later (in the
second century B.c.) she fought the Romans. Alexander the
Great formed plans for her conquest; but he died, as we shall
tell later, before he could carry them out.

§3
The First Voyages of Exploration.

At her zenith Carthage probably had the hitherto unbeard-of

population of a million. This population was largely industrial,
and-her woven goods were universally famous. As well as &
coasting trade, she had a considerable land trade with Central
Africa.
- . There were, we may note here, no domesticated camels in
Africa until after the Persian conquest of Egypt, and the camel
as & beast of transport was seemingly not introduced into North
Africa till the Arab invasions of the seventh century A.p. This
must have greatly restricted the desert routes. But the Sahars
desert of 3,000 or 2,000 years ago was less parched and sterile
than it is to-day. From rock engravings we may deduce the
theory’ that the desert was crossed from oasis to oasis by riding
oxen and by ox-carts; perhaps, also, on horses and asses. -

Carthage, thus placed between the hinterlands of Africa
and the sea, sold negro slaves, ivory, metals, precious stones and
the like, to all the Mediterranean people; she worked Spanish
copper mines, and her ships went out into the Atlantic and
coasted along Portugal and France northward as far as the
Cassiterides (the Scilly Isles, or Cornwall, in England) to get
tin,

About 520 B.0. & certain Hanno made a voyage that is still
one of the most notable in the world. This Hanno—if we may
trust the Periplus of Hanno, the Greek translation of his account
which still survives—followed the African coast southwards
from the Straits of Gibraltar as far as the confines of Liberia.
He had sixty big ships, and his main task was to found or
reinforce certain Carthaginian stations upon the Morocean coast.
Then he pushed southward. He founded a settlement in the
Rio de Oro and sailed on past the Senegal River. The voyagers
passed on for seven days beyond the Gambia, and landed at
last upon some island. This they left in a panic, because,
slthough the day was silent with the silence of the tropieal
forest, at nights they heard the sound of flutes, drums and gongs,
and the sky was red with the blaze of the bush fires, The coast
country for the rest of the voyage was one blaze of fire, from



SEA PEOPLES ANDTRADING PEOPLES 193

the burning of the bush. Streams of fire ran down the hills,
and at length a blaze arose so loftily that it touched the skies.
Three days further brought them to an island containing a lake
(? Sherbro Island). In this lake was another island (? Macaulay
Island), and on this were wild, heiry men and women, “whom
the interpreters called gorilla.”

The Carthaginians, having caught some of the females of
these ““gorillag’—they were probably chimpanzees—turned back
and eventually deposited the skins of their captives—who had
proved impossibly violent guests to entertain on board ship—
in the Temple of Juno. .

A still more wonderful Pheenician sea voyage, long doubted,
but now supported by some archmological evidence, is related
by Herodotus, who declares that the Pharaoh Necho of the
XXVIth Dynasty commissioned some Phcenicians to attempt
the circumnavigation of Africa, and that starting from the
Gulf of Suez southward they did finally come back through
the Mediterranean to the Nile delta. They took nearly three
years to complete their voyage. Each year they landed, and
sowed and harvested a crop of wheat before going on.

§4
Barly Traders.

The great trading cities of the Phoenicians are the mosu
striking of the early manifestations of the peculiar and character-
istic gift of the Semitic peoples to mankind, trade and exchange. -
While the Semitic Pheenician peoples were spreading themselves
upon the seas, another kindred Semitic people, the Arameans,
whose occupation of Damascus we have already noted, were
developing the caravan routes of the Arabian and Persian
deserts, and becoming the chief trading people of Western
Asia. There was also an early sea trade out of the Red Sea
and Persian Gulf southward. Recently, ancient Bushmen rock
paintings have been found in South Africa, very similar in
style and treatment to the paintings of Paleolithic men in the
east of Spain, and in theso paintings white men with what may
be Assyrian head-dresses are shown. .-

The Semitic peoples, earlier civilized than the Aryan, have
always shown, and still show to-day, a far greater sense of
quality and quantity in marketable goods than the latter:
it is to their need of account-keeping that the development of
alphabetical writing is to be ascribed, and it is to them that
most of the great advances in computation are due. Our

o
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modern numerals are Arabic; our arithmetic and algebra are
essentially Semitic sciences. -

The Semitic peoples, we may point out here, are to this day
counting peoples strong in their sense of equivalents and repara-
tion. The moral teaching of the Hebrews was saturated by
such ideas. “With what measure ye mete, the same shall be
meted unto you.” Other races and peoples have imagined
diverse and fitful and marvellous gods, bub it was the trading
Semites who first began to think of God as a Righteous Dealer,
Whose promises were kept, Who failed not the humblest creditor,
and-called to account every spurious act.

The trade that was going on in the ancient world before
the sixth or seventh century B.0. was almost entirely a barter
trade. There was little or no credit or coined money. The
early empires got along without coin altogether. The ordinary
standard of value with the early Aryans, and probably with
all communities before they settled down, was cattle, as it still
is with the Zulus and Kaffirs to-day. In the Iliad, the respective
values of two shields are stated in head of cattle, and the Roman
word for money, pecunia, is derived from pecus, cattle. Cattle
a8 money had this advantage: it did not need to be carried
from one owner to another; and if it needed attention and food,
at any rate it bred. But it was inconvenient for ship or caravan
transit. Many other substances have at various times been
found convenient as a standard; tobacco was once legal tender
in the colonial days in North America, and in West Africa fines
are paid and bargains made in bottles of trade gin. The early
Asiatio trade included metals; and weighed lumps of metal, since
they were in general demand and were convenient for hoarding
and storage, costing nothing for fodder and needing small house
room, soon asserted their superiority over cattle and sheep.

Iron, which seems to have been first reduced from its ores
by the Hittites, was, to begin with, a rare and much-desired
substance. It is stated by Aristotle to have supplied the first
currency. Iron bars of fixed weight were used for coin in
Britain, says Cesar in his De Bello Gallico. In the collection
of letters found at Tell-el-Amarna, addressed to and from
Amenophis 11T (already mentioned) and his successor Amenophis
IV, one from a Hittite king promises iron as an extremely
valuable gift. Gold, then as now, was the most Precious and
thereford most portable of all metallic value standards, In
early Egypt silver was almost as rare as gold unti} after the
XVIIlth Dynasty. Later the general standard of value in
the Eastern world became silver, measured by weight, It
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established something like its modern relationship in value to
gold, and has always since retained it.

To begin with, metals were handed about in ingots and
weighed _  at each transaction. Then they were stamped to
indicate their fineness and guarantee their purity. The earliest
coinage of the west coast of Asia Minor was in electrum, a
mixture of gold and silver, and there is an interesting controversy
as to whether the first issues were stamped by cities, temples,
or private bankers. The first recorded coins were minted about
600 B.0. in Lydia, a gold-producing country in the west of Asia
Minor. The first known gold coins were minted in Lydia by
Creesus, whose name has become & proverb for wealth; he was
conquered, as we shall tell later, by that same Cyrus the Persian
who took Babylon in 539 B.o.

But very probably coined money had been used in Babylonia
before that time. The ‘“sealed shekel,” a stamped piece of
silver, came very near to being a coin. The Servants of the
Temple of the Moon God of Ur (about 2,000 B.c.) when sent on
a journey carried letters of credit written on clay tablets enabling
them to get supplies at the towns through which they passed.

The promise to pay so much silver or gold on “leather”
(= parchment) with the seal of some established firm is probably
as old or older than coinage. The Carthaginians used such
‘“leather money.”

We know very little of the way in which small traffic was
conducted in the ancient world. Common people, who in those
ancient times were in dependent positions, seem to have had
no money at all; they did their business by barter. Early
Egyptian paintings show this going on. —

Small change was in existence before the time of Alexander.
The Athenians had a range. of exceedingly small silver coins,
running almost down to the size of a pinhead, which were
generally carried in the mouth; a character in Aristophanes was
suddenly assaulted, and swallowed his change in consequence.

§6 .
Early Travellers.

When one realizes the absence of small money or of any -
conveniently portable means of exchange in the pre-Alexandrian
world, one perceives how impossible was private travel in those
days. The first “inns”—no doubt & sort of caravanserai—are
commonly said to have come into existence in Lydia in the
third or fourth century B.0. That, however, is too late a date.
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They are certainly older than that. There is good evidence uf
them at least as early as the sixth century. Alschylus twice
mentions inns. His word is “all-receiver,” or “all-receiving
house.” Private travellers may have been fairly common in
the Greek world, including ‘its colonies, by that time. But

private travel was a comparatively new thing. The early

historians Hecatzus and Herodotus travelled widely.

“I suspect,” says Professor Gilbert Murray, “that this sort
of travel ‘for Historie’ or ‘for discovery’ was rather a Greck
invention. Solon is supposed to have practised it; and even
Lycurgus.” . . .

The earliest travellers were traders travelling in & caravan
or in a shipload, and carrying their goods and their moneys and
shekels of metal or gems or bales of fine stuff with them, or
else they were government officials travelling with letters of
introduction and & proper retinue. Possibly there were a few

mendicants, and, in some restricted regions, religious pilgrims.

In Egypt there was a good deal of travel under fairly safe con-
ditions up and down the Nile. There were excursions down
river to the ancient pyramids in the days of Amenophis ITI.
The “tripper” first appeared there.

That earlier world before 600 B.c. was one in which a lonely
“stranger” was a rare and suspected and endangered being.
He -might suffer horrible cruelties, for there was lLittle law to
proteot such as he. Few individuals strayed, therefore. One
lived and died “attached and tied to some patriarchal tribe if
one was & nomad, or to some great household if one was
civilized, or to one of the big temple establishments which we
will presently-discuss. Or one was a herded slave.

One knew nothing, except for a few monstrous legends, of
the rest of the world in which one lived. We know more to-day,
indeed, of the world of 600 B.0. than any single living being
knew at that time. We map it out, see it as a whole in relation
to past and future. We begin to learn precisely what was
gaing on at the same time in Egypt and Spain and Media and
- India end China. We can share in imagination not only the
wonder of Hanno's sailors, but of the men who lit the warning
‘beacons on the shore. We know that those “mountaing flaming
to the sky,” of which the Periplus speaks, were only the cus-
tomary burnings of the dry grass at that season of the year.
Year by year, more and more rapidly, our common knowledge
increnses. In the years to come men will understand still more
of those lives in the past, until, perhaps, they will understand
them altogether.




CHAPTER 15

WRITING
§ 1. Picture Writing. § 4. The Place of Writing in
§ 2. Syllable Writing. Human Life.
§ 3. Alphabet Writing.
§1

IN the preceding chapters we have sketched in broad outline
the development of the chief human communities from the
primitive beginnings of the earliest civilizations to the great
historical kingdoms and empires in the sixth century B.0. We
must now study & little more closely the general process of
gocial change, the growth of human ideas, and the elaboration
of human relationships that were going on during these ages
between 10,000 B.0. and 500 B.0. What we have done so far
is to draw the map and name the chief kings and empires, to
define the relations in time and space of the empires of Babylonia,
Assyria, Egypt, Indie, and China; we come now to the real
business of history, which is to get down below these outer
forms to the thoughts and lives of individual men.

By far the most important thing that was going on during
those fifty or sixty centuries of social development was the
invention of writing and its gradual progress to importance in
human affairs. It was a new instrument for the human mind,
an enormous enlargement of its range of action, & new means
of continuity. We have seen how in later Palwolithic and
early Neolithic times the elaboration of articulate speech gave
men a mental handhold for consecutive.thought, and a vast
enlargement of their powers of co-operation. For & time this
pew -acquirement seems to have overshadowed their earlier

achievement of drawing, and possibly it checked the wuse of-

gesture. But drawing presently appeared again, for record,

for signs, for the joy of drawing. Before real writine came

picture-writing, such as is still practised by the Amerindians,

the Bushmen, and savage and barbaric peoples in all parts of

the world. It is essentially a drawing of things and acts, helped

out by heraldic indications of proper names, and by strokes
197
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and dots to represent days and distances and such-like quan-
titative ideas.

Quite kindred to such picture-writing is the pictograph that
one finds still in use to-day in international railway time-tables
upon the continent of Europe, where a little black sign of a cup
indicates a stand-up buffet for light refreshments; & crossed
knife and fork, a restaurant; a little steamboat, a transfer to &
steamboat; and & postilion’s horn, a diligence. Similar signs
are used in the well-known Michelin guides for automobilists
in Europe to show a post-office (envelope) or & telephone (tele-
phone receiver). The quality of hotels is shown by an inp

Specitnens of® American Indisn. plehue-writing:
(after Schodlevaft.)

No. 1, painted on a rock on the shore of Lake Superior,
records an expedition across the lake, in which five canoes took
part. The upright strokes in each indicate the number of the
crew, and the bird represents a chief, *The Kingfisher.” The
three circles (suns) under the arch (of heaven) indicate that the
voyage lasted three deys, and the tortoise, & symbel of land
den?qm 20 safe arrival. b '

R ©0. 2, is a petition sent to the United States Congress
group of Indian tribes, asking for fishing rights in certain s‘gﬂ‘l
lakes. The tribes are represented by their totems: martens
bears, manfish, and catfish, led by the crane. Lines running'

from the heart and eye of each animal to the heart and eye
of the crane denote that they are all of one mind; and a line
runs from the eye of the crane to the lnkes, shown in the crude
little “wnap" in the lower left-hand corner,
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with one, two, three, or four gables, and so forth. Similarly,
the roads of Europe are marked with wayside signs, representing
a gate to indicate a level crossing ahead, & sinuous bend for &
dangerous curve, and the like. From such pictographic signs
to the first element of Chinese writing isnot & very long stretch.

In Chinese writing there are still traceable & number of
pictographs. Most are mow difficult to recognize. A mouth
was originally written as & mouth-shaped hole, and is now,
for convenience of brushwork, squared; a child, originally a .
recognizable little mannikin, is now a hasty wriggle and a oross;
the sun, originally a large circle with a dot in the centre, has
been converted, for the sake of convenience of combination,
into a crossed oblong, which is easier to make with a brush.
By combining these pictographs, a second order of ideas is
expressed. For example, the pictograph for .mouth combined
with the pictograph for vapour expressed “words.”

From such combinations one passes to what are called
tdeograms : the sign for “words” and the sign for “tongue”
combine to make “speech’; the sign for “roof” and the sign
for “pig” make “home”—for in the early domestic economy
of China the pig was as important as it used to be in Ireland.
But, as we have already noted earlier, the Chinese language
consists of a comparatively few elementary monosyllabie sounds,
which are all used in a great variety of meanings, and the
Chinese soon discovered that a number of these piclographs -
and tdeographs could be used also to express other ideas, not -
so conveniently pictured, but having the same sound. '

Characters so used are called phonograms. For example, the
sound fang meant nob only “boat,” but “a place,” “spinning,”
“fragrant,” “inquire,” and several other meanings according to
the context. But while a boat is easy to draw, most of the
* othor meanings are undrawable. How can one draw “fragrant”
or “inquire”? The Chinese, therefore, took the same sign for
all these meanings of “‘fang,” but added to each of them another
distinctive sign, the determinative, to show what sort of fang
was intended. A “place” was indicated by the same sign as
for “boat” (fang) and the determinative sign for “earth”;
“gpinning” by the sign for fang a.nd the sign for “silk”; “in- -
quire” by the sign for fang and the sign for “words,” and sv on.

One may perhaps meke this development of pictographs,
ideograms, apd phonograms a little clearer by taking an analogous
case in English. Suppose we were making up a sort of picture-
writing in English, then it would be very natural to use a square
with s slanting line to suggest a lid, for the word and thing
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box. That would be a pictograph. But now suppose we had
a round sign for money, and suppose we put this sign inside the
box sign, that would do for “ cash-box ” or  treasury.” That
would be an ideogram. But the word “ box * is used for other
things than boxes. There is the box shrub which gives us
boxwood. "It would be hard to draw a recognizable box-tree
distinct from other trees, but it is quite easy to put our sign
“ box * and add our sign for shrub as a determinative to determine
that it is that sort of box and not a common box that we want
to express. And then there is “box,” the verb, meaning to
fight with fists. Here, again, we need a determinative; we
might add the two crossed swords, a sign which is used very
often upon maps to denote a battle. A box at a theatre needs
yet another determinative, and so we go on, through a long
series of phonograms, '

Now, it is manifest that here in the Chinese writing is &
very peculiar and complex system of sign-writing. A very
great number of characters have to be learnt and the mind
habituated to their use. The power it possesses to carry ideas
and discussion is still ungauged by western standards, but we
may doubt whether with this instrument it will ever be possible
to establish such a wide common mentality as the simpler and
‘swifter alphabets of the western civilizations permit. In China
it created a special reading-class, the mandarins, who were also
the ruling and official class, Their necessary concentration
upon words and classical forms, rather than upon ideas and
realities, seems, in spite of her comparative peacefulness and the
very high individual intellectual quality of her people, to have

greatly hampered the social and economic development of China.

Probably it is the complexity of her speech and writing, more

than any other imaginable cause, that made China for many .
centuries & vast pool of industrious, unenterprising population
rather than the foremost power in-the whole world.

§2
Syllable Writing.

But while the Chinese mind thus made for itself an instru-
ment which is probably too elaborate in structure, too laborious
in use, and too inflexible in its form to meet the modern need
for simple, swift, exact, and lucid communications, the growing
civilizations of the West were working out the problem of 8
written record upon rather different and, on the whole, more
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advantageous lines. They did not seek to improve their script
to make it swift and easy, but circumstances conspired to make
it so.

The Sumerian picture-writing, which had to be done upon
clay, and with little styles which made curved marks with
difficulty and inaccurately, rapidly degenerated, by a con-
ventionalized dabbing down of wedged-shaped marks (cunei-
form = wedge-shaped), into almost unrecognizable hints of the
shapes intended. It helped the Sumerians greatly to learn
to write, that they had to draw so badly. They got very soon
to the Chinese pictographs, ideographs, and phonograms, and
beyond them. |

Most people know & sort of puzzle called a rebus. Itisa
way of representing words by pictures, not of the things the
words represent, but by the pictures of other things having &
similar sound. For example, two gates and & head is a rebus
for Gateshead; a little streamlet (beck), a crowned monarch,
and a ham, Beckingham. The Sumerian language was a language
well adapted to this sort of representation. It was apparently
a language of often quite vast polysyllables, made up of very
distinet inalterable syllables; and many of the syllables taken
separately were the nmames of concrete things. So that this
cunciform writing developed very readily into a syllabic way
of writing, in which each sign conveys a syllable just as each
act in a charade conveys a syllable.

‘When presently the Semites conquered Sumeria, they adapted
the syllabic system to their own speech, and so this writing
became entirely a sign-for-a-sound writing. It was so used by
the Assyrians and by the Chaldeans. But it was not a letter-
writing, it was & syllable-writing. This puneiform seript pre-
vailed for long ages over Assyria, Babylonia, and the Near East
generally; its survival is evident in several of the letters of our

alphabet to-day. .

§3
Alphabet Writing.

But, meanwhile, in Egypt and upon the Mediterranean
coast yet another system of writing grew up. Its beginnings
are probably to be found in the priestly picture-writing (hiero-
glyphics) of the Egyptians, which, also, in the usual way became
partly a sound-sign system. As we see it on the Egyptian
monuments, the hieroglyphic writing consists of decorative but
stiff and elaborate forms, but for such purpose as letter-writing
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and the keeping of recipes and the like, the Egyptian priests
used a mucllxngigmpliﬁedpand flowing form of these characters,
the hieratic script. )

Side by side with this hieratio seript rose another, derived
partly from the hieroglyphics, a script now lost to us, which
was taken over by various non-Egyptian peoples in the Mediter-
ranean, thé Phoenicians, Libyans, Lydians, Cretans, and Celt-
Iberians, and used for business purposes. A number of letters
were borrowed from the later cuneiform. In the hands of
foreigners this mixed writing was, so to speak, cut off from its
roots; it lost all but & few traces of its early pictorial character.
It ceased to be pictographic or ideographic; it became simply
& pure sound-sign system, an alphabet.

There were a number of such alphabets in the Mediterranean,
differing widely from each other. It may be noted that the
Pheenician alphabet (and perbaps others) omitted vowels.
Possibly they pronounced their consonants very hard and had
rather indeterminate vowels, as is said to be still the case with
tribes of South Arabia. Quite probably, too, the Phoenicians
used their alphabet at first not so much for writing as for single
initial letters in their business accounts and tallies,

One of these Mediterranean alphabets reached the Greeks,
long after the time of the Jliad, who presently set to work to
make it express the clear and beautiful sounds of their own
highly developed Aryan speech. It consisted at first of con-
sonants, and the Greeks added the vowels. They began to
write for record, to help and fix their bardic tradition. And so
written literature began, a rivulet that has become & flood.

§4
The Place of Writing in Human Ltfe.

Thus-it was by a series of very natural steps that writing
grew out of drawing. At first and for long ages it was the interest
and the secret of only a few people in a special class, a mere
accessory to the record of piotures. But there were certain

ness, to be gained by making writing & little less plain than
straightforward pictures, and in conventionalizing and codifying
it. One of these was that so messages might be sent under-
standable by the sender and receiver but not plain to the un-
initiated. Another was that so ome might put down various
matters and help one’s memory and the memory of one’s friends
without giving away too much to the common berd, Among
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gome of the earliest Egyptian writings, for example, are medical
recipes and magic formule.

Accounts, letters, recipes, name-lists, itineraries: these were
the earliest of written documents. Then, as the art of writing
and reading spread, came that odd desire, that pathetic desire
so common among human beings, to astonish some strange
and remote person by writing down something striking, some
gecret one knew, some strange thought, or even one’s name,
so that long after one had goue one’s way it might strike upon
the sight and mind of another reader. Even in Sumeria men
seratched on walls, and all that remains to us of the ancient
world, its rocks, its buildings, is plastered thickly with the
names and the boasting of those foremost among human adver-
tisers, its kings. Perhaps half-the early inscriptions in that
ancient world are of this nature—if, that is, we group with the
name-writing and boasting the epitaphs, which were probably
in many cases pre-arranged by the deceased.

For long the desire for crude self-assertion of the name-
scrawling sort and the love of secret understandings kept writing
within a narrow scope; but that other, more truly social desire
in men, the desire to tell, was also at work. The profounder
possibilities of a vast extension and definition and settlement
of knowledge and tradition, grew apparent only after long ages:
But it will be interesting at this point and in this connection
to recapitulate certain elemental facts about life, upon which
we laid stress in our earlier chapters, because they illuminate
not only the huge value of writing in man’s history, but also the
role it is likely to play in his future.

1. Life had at first, it must be remembered, only a dis-
continuous repetition of consciousness, as the old died and the
young were born. L. )

Such a creature as & reptile has in its brain & capacity for
experience, but when the individual dies its experience dies
with it. Most of its motives are purely instinctive, and all the
mental life that it has is the result of heredity (birth inheritance).

2. But ordinary mammalg ha.ve. added to pure instinct
tradition, a tradition of experience imparted by the imitated
example of the mother, and in the case of such mentally
developed animals as dogs, cats, or apes, by a sort of mute
precept also. For example, the mother cat chastises her young
for misbehaviour. So do mother apes and baboons.

3. Primitive man added to his powers of trensmitting
experience, representative art and speech, Pictorial and sculp-
tured record and verbal tradition began.
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Verbal tradition was developed to its highest possibility by
the bards. They did much to make language what it is to-day.

4. With the invention of writing, which developed out of
pictorial record, human tradition was able to become fuller
and much more exact. Verbal tradition, which had hitherto
changed from age to age, began to be fixed. Men separated
by hundreds of miles could now communicate their thoughis.
An increasing number of human beings began to share a common
written knowledge and a common sense of a past and a future.
Human thinking became
of minds in different places and in differe
upon one another; it became a process constantly more con-
tinuous and sustained.

5. For hundreds of generations the full power of writing
was not revealed to the world, because for g long time the ides
of multiplying writings by taking prints of a first copy did not
become’effective. The only way of multiplying writings was by
meking one copy at a time, and this made books costly and

S secret, to make a cuit and

of intellectual growth we trace in history, at first in a world of

tumultuous ignorance and forgetfulness; it is like a mere line of

light coming through the chink of an opening door into a dark-
ened room; but slowly it widens, it grows. At last came a time

in the history of Europe when the door,
printer, began to open more rapidly, K
and as it flared it ceased to be the privilege of & favoured
minority, For us now that door swings wi

behind grows brighter.

Misty it is still, glowing through clouds of qug and reek
The door is not half open, Qur world to-day ; ] .
beginning of knowledge, Y 18 only in the



CHAPTER 16
GODS AND STARS, PRIESTS AND KINGS
§ 1. The Priest Comes into § 5. How Bel-Marduk Struggled

History. against the Kings.
§ 2. Priests and the Stars. § 6. The God-Kings of Egypt.
§ 3. Priests and the Dawn of  § 7. Shi Hwang-ti Destroys the
Learning. Bools.

§ 4. King against Priest. .
§1

WHEN we drew our aftention to these new accumulations of
human beings that were beginning in Egypt and Mesopotamia,
we find that one of the most conspicuous objects in all these
cities is a temple or a group of temples. In some cases there
arises beside it in these regions & royal palace, but as often tho
temple towers over the palace. This presence of the temple is
equally true of the Pheenician cities and of the Greek and Roman
as they arise. The palace of Cnossos, with its signs of comfort-
and pleasure-seeking, and the kindred cities of the Aigean
peoples, include religious shrines, but in Crete there are also
temples standing apart from the palatial city-households. Al
over the ancient civilized world we find them; wherever primitive
civilization set its foot in Africa, Europe, or western Asia, a
temple arose; and where the ecivilization is most ancient, in
Egypt and in Sumer, there the temple is most in evidence.
When Hanno reached what he thought was the most westerly
point of Africa, he set up a temple to Hercules,

The beginnings of civilization and the appearance of temples
are simultaneous in history. The two things belong together.
The beginning of cities is the temple stage of history. The city
community arose round the altar of the seed-time blood sacrifice.

In all these temples there was a shrine; dominatine ' the
shrine there was commonly & great figure, usually of “some
monstrous half-animal form, before which stood an altar for
sacrifices. In_the Greek and Roman temples of a later stage,
however, the image was generally that of g divinity in human
form. This figure was either regarded as the god, or as the
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image or symbol of the god, for whose worship the temple
existed. And connected with the temple there were & number
and often a considerable number, of priests or priestesses, and
temple servants, generally wearing e distinctive costume and
forming an important part of the city population. They
belonged to no household; they made up a new kind of house-
hold of their own. They were a caste and a class apart, attract-
ing intelligent recruits from the general population.

raiau:z : fom, seses
oty o 5is B St

The primary duty of this priesthood was concerned with the
worship. of and the sacrifices to the god of the temple. And
these things were done, not at any time, but at particular times
and seasons. The seed-time sacrifice was first and foremost
of these. There had come into the life of man with his herding -

and agrioulture a sense of a difference between th, parts
year and pf & difference between day and day. eThe t:,i;{l:
by its festivals, kept count. The temple in the ancient city wad
like the clock and calend:.t upon a writing-desk.

But it was a centre of other functions than its o
of seasonal sacrifice and calendar observation, Itpﬁﬂ“g :ﬁ:
early temples that the records and tallies of even

R, ¢ b
and that writing began. And knowledge was thocs® Tre
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people went to the temple not only en masse for festivals, but
individually for help. The early priests were also doctors and
magicians. In the earliest temples we already find those little
offerings for some private and particular end, which are still
made in the chapels of Catholic churches of to-day, ex volos,
little models of hearts relieved and limbs restored, acknowledg-
ment of prayers answered and accepted vows. In the Temple
of the Moon God at Ur, four thousand years ago, when that’
centre of the worship of the god had become an important
landowner, we find business methods and industrialism already
in being. Strict accounts were kept of the payments in kind of
those who farmed the lands, and receipts were given, of which
there were duplicates. The women devotees and slaves worked
in the temple factories, spinning and weaving the wool brought
in as tribute, and receiving rations acdording to their work,
which was carefully recorded.

It is clear that here we have that comparatively unimportant
element in the life of the early hunters, the medicine-man, the
shrine-keeper and luck-bringer, developed, with the development
of the community and as a part of the development of the
community from barbarism to civilized settlement and from
casual living to methodical work, into something of very much
greater importance. And it is equally evident that those
primitive fears of (and hopes of help from) strange beings, the
desire to propitiate unknown forces, the primitive desire for
cleansing and the primitive craving for power and knowledge,
which we discussed in our chapter on “Early Thought,” have
all contributed to elaborate this new social fact of the temple.

The temple was accumulated by complex necessities, it
grew from many roots and needs, and the god or goddess that
dominated the temple was the creation of many imaginations
and made up of all sorts of impulses, ideas, and half-ideas. Here
there was a god in which one sort of idea predominated, and
there another. It is necessary to lay some stress upon this
confusion and variety of origin in gods, because there is a very
abundant literature now in existence upon religious origins,
in which & number of writers insist, some on this leading idea
and some on that—we have noted several in our chapter on
‘“Early Thought”—as though it were the only idea. Professor
Max Miiller in his time, for example, harped perpetually on the
idea of sun stories and sun worship. He would have had us
think that early men never had lusts or fears, cravings for
power, nightmares or fantasies, but that. he meditated per-
petually on the beneficent source of light and life in the 8ky.
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Now, dawn and sunset are very moving facts in the daily life,
but they are only two among many.

Early men, three or four hundred generations ago, had
‘brains very like our own. The fancies of our childhood and
youth are perhaps the best clue we have to the ground-stuff of

early religion, and anyone who can
recall those early mental experiences
will understand very easily the vague-
ness, the monstrosity, and the inco-
herent variety of the first gods. There
were sun gods, no doubt, early in the
history of temples, but there were also
hippopotamus gods and hawk gods;
there were cow deities, there were
monstrous male and female gods, there
were gods of terror and gods of an
adorable quaintness, there were gods
who were nothing but lumps of mete-
oric stone that had fallen amazingly
out of the sky, and gods who were
mere natural stones that had chanced
to have & queer and impressive shape.
Some gods, like Marduk of Babylon

. and the ‘Baal (= tho Lord) of the
Phoenicians, Canaanites, and the like,
were quite probably at bottom just
legendary wonder beings, such as little
boys will invent for themselves to-day.
The sottled peoples, it is said, as soon
as they thought of & god, invented 8
barly of wﬁ; %rbhim; mosb d(;f the 'Egyptia(;l
by figure ? and Babylonian gods were married.
’"PP{P‘W smm But the gods of the nomadic Semites

: had not this marrying disposition.
Children were less eagerly sought by the inhabitants of the
feod-grudging steppes.

Even more natural than to provide s wife for a god is to give
him a house to live in, to which offerings oan be brought. Of
this house the knowing man, the magician, would naturally
become the custodian. A certain seclusion, a certain aloofness,
would add greatly to the prestige of the god. The steps by
which the early temple and the early priesthood developed so
goon as an agricultural population settled and inoreased are
all quite natural and understandable, up to the stage of the
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long temple with the image, shrine and altar at onhe end and the
long nave in which the worshippers stood.

And this temple, because it had records and secrets, because
it was a centre of power, advice, and instruction, because it
sought and attracted imaginative and clever people for its
service, naturally became a kind of brain in the growing com-
munity. The attitude of the common people who tilled the
fields and herded the beasts towards the temple would remain
simple and credulous. There, rarely seen and so imaginatively
enhanced, lived the god whose approval gave prosperity, whose
anger meant misfortune; he could be propitiated by little
presents and the help of his servants could be obtained. He
was wonderful, and of such power and knowledge that it did
not do to be disrespectful to him even in one’s thoughts, Within
the priesthood, however, a certain amount of thinking went on
at a rather higher level than that.

§2
Priests and tke Slars,

We may note here a very interesting fact about the chief
temples of Egypt and, so far as we know—because the ruins are
not so distinct—of Babylonia, and that is that they were
“oriented ’—that is to say, that the same sort of temple
was built so that the shrine and entrance always faced in the
same direction. In Babylonian temples this was most often
due east, facing the sunrise on March 21st and September 21st,
the equinoxes; and it is to be noted that it was at the spring
equinox that the Buphrates and Tigris came down in flood.
The Pyramids of Gizeh are also oriented east and west, and the
Sphinx faces due east; but very many of the Egyptian temples
to the south of the delta of the Nile do. not point due east, but
to the point where the sun rises at the longest day—and in
Egypt the inundation comes close to that date. Others, how-
ever, pointed nearly northward, and the .oi:,hers again pointed
to the rising of the star Sirius or to the rising-point of other
conspicuous stars. L i

The fact of orientation links up with the fact that there
early arose a close association between various gods and the
sun and various fixed stars. Whatever the mass of people out-
side were thinking, the priests of the temples were beginning to
link the movements of those heavenly bodies with the power in
the shrine. They were thinking about the gods they served
and thinking new meanings into them., They were brooding
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upon the mystery of the stars. It was very natural for them to
suppose that these shining bodies, so irregularly distributed
and circling so solemnly and silently, must be charged with
portents to mankind. )
Among other things, this orientation of the temples served
to fix and help the great annual festival of the New Year. On
one morning in the year, and one morning alone, in a temple
oriented to the rising-place of the sun at Midsummer Day, the
sun’s first rays would smite down through the gloom of the
temple and the long alley of the temple pillars, and light up the
god above the altar and irradiate him with glory. The narrow,
darkened structure of the ancient temples seems to be deliber-
ately planned for such an effect. No doubt the people were
gathered in the darkness before the dawn; in the darkness there
was chanting and perhaps an offering of sacrifices; the god alone
stood mute and invisible. Prayers and invocations would be made.
Then upon the eyes of the worshippers, sensitized by the dark-
ness, as the sun rose behind them, the god would suddenly shine.
So, at least, one explanation of orientation was found by
such a student of orientation as Sir Norman Lockyer. Not
only is orientation apparent in most of the temples of Egypt,
Assyria, Babylonia, and the East, it is found in the Greek
temples; Stonehenge is oriented to the midsummer sunrise, and
so are most of the megalithic circles of Europe; the Altar of
Heaven in Peking is oriented to midwinter. In the days'of the
Chinese Empire, up to a few years ago, one of the most important
of all the duties of the Emperor of China was to sacrifice and
pray in this temple upon midwinter’s day for a propitious year.
This section on the orientation of temples should be marked
with a note of interrogation. Sir Norman Lockyer, it seems,
was too eager to find temples oriented, and recent work has
done much to undermine his general statements. The Pyramids
are certainly oriented, but it is very doubtful if many Egyptian
temples have any deliberate orientation at all.
The Egyptian priests had mapped out the stars into the
constellations and divided up the zodiao into twelve signs by
3.000 B.0.

§3
Priests and the Dawn of Learning.
This clear evidence of astronomical inquiry and of a develop-

ment of astronomical ideas is the most obvious, but only the
. most obvious evidence of the very considerable intellectual
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