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bad not yet learnt to write down the tales and hymns of their
singers.

gIn all the ancient world music never became detached and
an art in itself; it was always ancillary to chant or dance.
Ancient music had rhythm, had melody, but it had no har-
monies. It was shouted or banged or blown more or less in
unison. Women and youths sang an octave higher than the
men. Stamping, band-clapping, primitive drumming helped.
This is true also of the Jewish and Greek music up to the begin-
nings of the Christian era. Arab music still knows nothing of
hermony. The music consists of rhythmical cadences with a
rather monotonous melody. Voices, strings, cymbals go in
unison to the incessant throb of the tambourines. This is
probably a perfect survival of the music of Egypt and Babylon.

The pictures and sculptures of the ancient civilizations
representing musical performances suggest exactly that. The
drum is shown in a variety of forms and the timbrel or tam-
bourine. The cymbals clashed—they are shown in Assyrian
reliefs—and the Egyptian sistrum gave a jangling undertow of
melodious sounds. There were flutes and double flutes, flageolets
and mouth organs. There were horns and metal trumpets,
gimple trumpets that merely uttered loud blasts at salient
points. TFinally, growing out of the Neolithic bow there were
a number of stringed instruments across which the player drew
either his fingers or a plectrum. These were the Iyre, the harp,
the psaltery, the lute and dulcimer. The lute enhanced its
strings with a resonating gourd-shaped body. The mandoline
has this shape also. The banjo is the lute’s vulgar little de-
scendant. The harp was perhaps the largest and best developed
of ancient musical instruments. The dulcimer was a stringed
instrument with a horizontal frame.

Just as literature in the ancient world was unable to develop
%o the full because of the imperfect development of writing, so
music was restrained by the want of a practicable notation.
Men had much the same ears and imaginations then as now,
but they could not keep hold of the subject or hand on their
achievements to supply fresh points of departure to their sug-
€essors.
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§ 1. T'he Place of the Israelites §3. The Jews a People of

in Histery. Mized Origin.
§ 2. Saul, David, and Solomon. ~ § 4. The Importance of the
Hebrew Prophets.
§1

E are now in a position to place in their proper relation-

ship to this general outline of human history the Israelites

and the most remarkable collection of ancient documents
in the world, that collection which is known to all Christian
peoples as the Old Testament. We find in these documents
the most interesting and valuable lights upon the development
of eivilization, and the clearest indications of a new spirit that
was coming into human affairs during the struggles of Egypt
and Assyria for predominance in the world of men.

-All the books that constitute the Old Testament were cer-
tainly in existence, and in very much their present form, at
latest by the year 100 B.o. Most of them were probably recog-
nized as sacred writings in the time of Alexander the Great
(330 B.0.). They were the sacred literature of a people, the
.Jews, who, except for a small remnant of common people, had
recently been deported to Babylonia from their own country
in 587 B.0. by Nebuchadnezzar II, the Chaldean. They had
returned to their city, Jerusalem, and had rebuilt their temple
there under the auspices of Cyrus, that Persian conqueror who,
we have already noted, in 539 B.0. overthrew Nabonidus, the
last of the Chaldean rulers in Babylon. The Babylonian Cap-
tivity had lasted about fifty years, and many authoritics are of
opinion that there was & considerable admixture during that
period hath of race ard ideas with the Babylonians.
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The position of the land of Judea and of Jerusalem, 1ite
capital, is a peculiar one. The country isa band-shaped strip be-
tween the Mediterranean to the west and the desert beyond the
Jordan to the east; through it lies the natural high road between
-, the Hittites, Syria, Assyria, and Babylonia to the north and

Egypt to the south. It was a country predestined, therefore,
to a stormy history. Across it Egypt, and whatever power was
ascendant in the north, fought for empire; against its people
- they fought for a trade route. It had itself not the area, the
agricultural possibilities, nor the mineral wealth to be important.
The story of its people that these scriptures have preserved
runs like & commentary to the greater history of the two systems
of civilization to the north and south and of the sea peoples to
the west.

These scriptures consist of a number of different elements.
The first five books, the Pentateuch, were early regarded with
peculiar respect. They begin in the form of a universal history
with a double account of the Creation of the world and
mankind, of the early life of the race, and of a great Flood by
which, except for certain favoured individuals, mankind was de-
stroyed. This Flood story is very widely distributed in ancient
tradition; it may be a memory of that flooding of the Mediter-
ranean valley which occurred in the Neolithio age of mankind.
Or it may recall some great catastrophe in Georgia and the
Caspian region. Excavations have revealed Babylonian versions
of both the Creation story and the Flood story of prior date to
the restoration of the Jews, and it is therefore argued by Biblical
critics that these opening chapters were acquired by the Jews
during their captivity. They constitute the first ten chapters
of Genesis.

There follows a history of the fathers and founders of the
Hebrew nation, Abraham, Isasc, and Jacob. They are pre-
sented as patriarchal Bedouin chiefs, living the life of nomadio
shepherds in the country between Babylonia and"Egypt. The
existing Biblical account is said by the critics to be made up oub
of several pre-existing versions; but whatever its origins, the
story, as we have it to-day, is full of colour and vitality. What
is called Palestine to-day was at that time the land of Canaan,
inhabited by a Semitic people called the Canaanites, closcly
related to the Phoenicians who founded Tyre and Sidon, and to
the Amorites who took Babylon and, under Hammurab;, founded
the first Babylonian Empire, ’

The Canaanites were a settled folk in the days—which were
perhaps contemporary with the days of Hammurabi—when
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Abraham'’s flocks and herds passed through the land. - The God
of Abraham, says the Bible narrative, promised this smiling
land of prosperous cities to him and to his children. To the
book of Genesis the reader must go to read how Abraham, being
childless, doubvted this promise, and of the births of Ishmael
and Isaac. And in Genesis, too, he will find the lives of Isaac*
and Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, and of the twelve
sons of Israel; and how in the days of a great famine, they went
down into Egypt. With that, Genesis, the first book of the
Pentateuch, ends. The next book, Exodus, is concerned with
the story of Moses.

The story of the settlement and slavery of the children of
Israel in Egypt is a difficult one. There is an Egyptian record
of a settlement of certain Semitio peoples in the land of Goshen
by the Pharaoh Rameses II, and it is stated that they were
drawn into Egypt by want of food. But of the life and career
of Moses there is no Egyptien record at all; there is no account
of any plagues of Egypt or of any Pharaoh who was drowned
in the Red Sea. There is much about the story of Moses that
_has a mythical flavour, and one of the most remarkable incidents
in it, his concealment by his mother in an ark of bulrushes, has
also been found in an ancient Sumerian legend.

The Sumerian story of Sargon I runs as follows: “Sargon,
the powerful king, the king of Akkadia am I; my mother was
poor, my father I knew not; the brother of my father lived in
the mountains. . . . My mother, who was poor, secretly gave
birth to me; she placed me in a basket of reeds, she shut up the
mouth of it with bitumen, she abandoned me fo the river,
which did not overwhelm me. The river bore me away and
brought me to Akki the irrigator. Akki the irrigator received
me in the goodness of his heart. Akki the irrigator reared
me to boyhood. Akki the irrigator made me a gardener. My
gervice a8 a gardemer was pleasing unto Istar and I became
kin .” B )

%[‘his is perplexing. Still more pe.rplexing is the discovery
of a clay tablet written by the Egyptian governors of & city in
Canaan to the Pharaoh Amenophis IV, who came in the XVITIth
Dynasty before Rameses II, apparently mentioning the Hebrews
by name and declaring that they are overrunning Canaan
Manifestly, if the Hebrews were conquering Canaan in the time
of the XVIIIth Dynasty, they could not have been made cap-
tive and oppressed, before they conquered Cansan, by Rameses

XIXth Dynasty. But it is quj o
II of the ynasty it is quite understandable that
the Exodus story, written long after the events it narrates,
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may have concentrated and simplified, and perhaps persor}iﬁed,
and symbolized, what wes really & long and complicated history
of tribal invasions. One Hebrew tribe may have drifted down

°. into Egypt and become enslaved, while the others were already

" attacking the outlying Canaanite cities. It is even possjble
that the land of the captivity was not Egypt (Hebrew, Misraim),
but Misrim in the north of Arabia, on the. other side of the Red
Sea. These questions are discussed fully and acutely in the
Encyclopedia Biblica (articles Moses and Ezxodus), to which the
curious reader must be referred.

Two other books of the Pentateuch, Deuteronomy and
Leviticus, are concerned with the Law and the priestly rules.
The book of Numbers takes up the wanderings of the Israelites
in the desert and their invasion of Canaan.

Whatever the precise particulars of the Hebrew invasion of
Canaan may be, there can be no doubt that the country they
invaded had changed very greatly since the days of the legendary
promise, made centuries before, to Abraham. Then it seems
to have been largely a Semitic land, with many prosperous
trading cities. But great waves of strange peoples had wa,sl}ed
elong this coast. We have already told how the dark Iberian?
or Mediterranean peoples of Italy and Greece, the peoples of
thet Zgean civilization which culminated at Cnossos, were
being assailed by the southward movement of Aryan-speaking
races, such as the Italians and Greeks, and how Cnossos was
sacked about 1,400 B.0., and destroyed altogether about 1,000
B.0. It is now evident that the people of these ZEgean seaports
were crossing the sea in search of securer land rests, They
invaded the Egyptian delta and the African coast to the west,
they formed alliances with the Hittites and other Aryen or
Aryanized races. "

This happened after the time of Rameses II, in the time of
Rameses III. Egyptian monuments record great sea fights,
and also & march of these people along the coast of Palestine
towards Egypt. Their transport was in the ox-carts charac-
teristic of the Aryan tribes, and it is clear that these Cretans
were acting in alliance with some early Aryan invaders, NoO

1,300 5.0. 2nd 1,000 B.0. hes yet been made out, but it is evident
from the Bible narrative that when the Hebrews under Joshus
pursued their slow subjugation of the promised land, they came
agaiust & new people, the Philistines, who were sottling along
the coast in a series of cities of which Gaza, Gath, Ashdod,
Ashkelon and Ekron became the chief, who were really, like the
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Hebrews, newcomers, and probably chiefly these Cretans from
the sea and from the north. The invasion, therefore, that began
as an attack upon the Canaanites speedily became a long and not
very successful struggle for the coveted and promised land with
these much more formidable newcomers, the Philistines. T

It cannot be said that the promised land was ever completely: - .
in the grasp of the Hebrews. Following after the Pentateuch
in the Bible come the books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth (a digres- --
sion), Samuel I and II, and Kings I and II, with Chronicles
repeating with variation much of the matter of Samuel II and
Kings; there is a growing flavour of reality in most of this later
history, and in these books we find the Philistines steadfastly
in possession of the fertile lowlands of the south, and the Canaan-
ites and Pheenicians holding out against the Israelites in the
north. The first triumphs of Joshua are not repeated. The
book of Judges is a melancholy catalogue of failures. The
people lose heart. They desert the worship of their own god
Jehovah, and worship Baal and Ashtaroth (= Bel and Ishtar).
They mix their race with the Philistines, with the Hittites, and
so forth, and become, as they have always subsequently been,
a racially mixed people. Under a series of wise men and heroes
they wage a generally unsuccessful and never very united war-
fare against their enemies. In succession they are conquered by
the Moabites, the Canaanites, the Midianites, and the Philistines.
The story of these conflicts, of Gideon and of Samson and the
other heroes who now and then cast a gleam of hope upon the
distresses of Israel, is told in the book of Judges. In the first
book of Samuel is told the story of their great disaster at
Ebenezer in the days when Eli was judge.

This was a real pitched battle in which the Israelites lost
30,000 (!) men. They had previously suffered a reverse and
lost 4,000 men, and then they brought out their most sacred
symbol, the Ark of the Covenant of God.

* And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with & great shout, so that the
earth rang again. And when the Philistines heard the noise
of the shout, they said,  What meaneth the noise of this great
shout in the camp of the Hebrews?’ And they understood that
the ark of the Lord was come into the camp.” 'And the Philis-
tines were afraid, for they said, ‘God is come into the camp.’
And they said,  Woe unto us! for there hath not been such &
thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of
the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote
the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong,

b §



268 - THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not
servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit
" yourselves like men, and fight.’”

And the Philistines fought, and fought heroically. “Israel
wag smitten, and they fled every men into his tent: and there
was a very great slaughter, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand
. footmen, And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of

- Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. .

“And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent, and with
earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon &
geat by the wayside watching: for his heart trembled for the ark
of God. And when the man came into the city, and told ity
all the city cried out. And when Eli heard the noise of the
crying, he said, ‘What meaneth the noise of this tumult?’ And
the man came in hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and
eight years old; and his eyes were dim that he could not see.
And the man ssid unto Eli, ‘I am he that came out of the army,
and I fled to-day out of the army.’ And he said, ‘What is there
done, my son?’ And the messenger answered and said, *
is fled before the Philistines, and there hath been also a great
slaughter among the people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and
Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God is taken.” And it ceme
to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell
from off the seat backward, by the side of the gate, and his
neck brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy.
And he had judged Israel forty years. : ,

" ‘“And his daughter-in-law, Phinechas’ wife, was with child,
near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that the
ark of God was taken, and that her father-in-law and her husband
were dead, she bowed herself and travailed: for her pains came
upon her. And about the time of her death the women that
stood by her said unto her, ‘Fear not, for thou hast born & son.’
But she answered not, neither did she regard it. An@ she
named the child I-chabod (‘Where is the glory$?), saying, ‘The
glory is departed from Israel’: because the ark of God was
taken, and because of her father-in-law and her husband.”
(I Sam., chap. iv.) ¢ Bli and th

The successor of Eli and the last of the judges was Samuel,
and at the end of his rule came an event]a mg the hisst,ory of
Israel which paralleled and was sugge

! sted by the experience
of the greater nations around. A king a.rolse.y We arexpgold in
vivid language the plain issue between the more ancient rule

of priesteraft and the newer fashion in human affairs.
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is impossible to avoid a second quotation. How clearly the
deep resentment of the priest shows in the Lord’s speech to
Samuel!

“Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together,
and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and said unto him: ‘Behold,
thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us
a king to judge us like all the nations.’

“But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, ‘Give
us a king to judge us.’ And Samuel prayed unto the Lord.
And the Lord said unto Samuel, ‘Hearken unto the voice of
the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not
reign over them. According to all the works which théy
have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt
evern unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken - me, and
served other gods; so do they also unto thee. Now, therefore,
hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto
them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign.
over them.’

“And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people
that asked of him a king. And he said, *This will be the manner
of the king thet shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and
appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen;
and some shall run before his chariots. And he will appoint
him captains over thousands, and oaptains over fifties; and
will set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to
make his instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots.
And he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be
cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your
vineyards, and your oliveyards, even the best of them, and give
them to his servants. And he will take the tenth of your seed,
_ and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants.

And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants,
and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them
to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep: and ye shall
be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because of
your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord will
not hNe_ar you in that day.’ . ‘

“Nevertheless, the people refused to obe, i
Samuel; and they said, ‘Nay; but we will ha,veya, g,?;g ?;:: u:f
that we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may
judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.’” (I Sam.,
ohap. viii.)
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_ §2
Saul, David, and Solomon.

But the nature and position of their land was against the
Hebrews, and their first king Saul was no more successful than
the judges. The long intrigues of the adventurer David against
Saul are told in the rest of the first book of Samuel, and the end
of Saul was utter defeat upon Mount Gilboa. His army was
overwhelmed by the prowess of the Philistine archers.

“And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons
fallen in Mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, and stripped
off his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round
about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the
people. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth;
and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.” (I Sam.,
chap. xxxi.) .

David (990 B.0. roughly) was more politic and sucoessful
than his predecessor, and he seems to have placed himself under
the protection of Hiram, King of Tyre. “This Pheenician alliance
sustained him, and was the essential element in the greatness
of his son Solomon. His story, with its constant assassinations
and executions, reads rather like the history of some savage
chief than of a civilized monarch. It is told with great vividnes®
in the second book of Samuel.

The first book of Kings begins with the reign of King Solomon
(960 B.0. roughly). The most interesting thing in that story,
from the point of view of the general historian, is the relation-
ship ‘of Solomon to the national religion and the priesthood, and
his dealings with the tabernacle, the priest Zadok, and the
prophet Nathan.

The opening of Solomon’s reign ‘is as bloody as his father’s. -
The last recorded speech of David arranges for the murder of
Shimei; his last recorded word is “blood.” “But his hoar head
bring thou down to the grave with blood,” he says, pointing
out that though old Shimei is protected by a vow David had
. made to the Lord so long as David lives, there is nothing to

bind Solomon in that matter. Solomon proceeds to murder
his brother, who has sought the throne but quailed and made
submission. He then deals freely with his brother's party-
The weak hold of religion upon the racially and mentally con-
fused Hebrews at that time is shown by the ease with which ke
replaces the hostile chief priest by his own adherent Zadok, and
gtill more strikingly by the murder of Joab by Benaiah, Solomon’s
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ohief ruffian, in the tabernacle, while the victim is clai
sanctuary and holding to the very horns of Jehovah’s altar.
Then Solomon sets to work, in what was for that time a thor-
oughly modern spirit, to recast the religion of his people. He
continues the alliance with Hiram, King of Tyre, who uses
Solomon’s kingdom as a high-road by which to reach and build
shipping upon the Red Sea, and a hitherto unheard-of wealth
accumulates in Jerusalem as a result of this partnership.

Gang labour appears in Israel; Solomon sends relays of men
to cut cedarwood in Lebanon under Hiram, and organizes a
gervice of porters through the land. (There is much in all this
to remind the reader of the relations of some Central African
chief to a European trading concern.) Solomon then builds a
palace for himself, and a temple not nearly as big for Jehovah.
Hitherto the Ark of the Covenant, the divine symbol of these
ancient Hebrews, had abode in a large tent, which had been
shifted from one high place to another, and sacrifices had been
offered to the God of Israel upon a number of different high
places. Now the ark is brought into the golden splendours of
the inner chamber of a temple of cedar-sheathed stone, and
put between two great winged figures of gilded olivewood, and
sacrifices are henceforth to be made only upon the altar before it.

This centralizing innovation will remind the reader of both
Akhnaton and Nabonidus. Such things as this are done success-
fully only when the prestige and tradition and learning of the
priestly order has sunken to & very low level.

“And he appointed, according to the-order of David his
father, the courses of the priests to their service, and the Levites
to their charges, to praise and minister before the priests, as
the duty of every day required; the porters also by their courses
at every gate; for so had David the man of God commanded.
And they departed not from the commandment of the king
unto the priests and Levites concerning any matter, or con-
cerning the treasures.” .

Neither Solomon’s esteblishment of the worship of Jehovah
in Jerusalem upon this new footing nor his vision of and conversa-
tion with his God at the opening of his reign stood in the way
of his developing a sort of theological flirtatiousness in his
declining years. He married widely, if only for reasons of state
and splendour, and he entertained his numerous wives by
sacrificing to their national deities, to the Sidonian goddess

‘Ashtaroth (Ishtar), to Chemosh (a Moabitish god), to Moloch,

and so forth. The Bible account of Solomon does, in faot,
show us a king as unstable and in no way more religions than
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any other, a people superstitious and as mentally confused as
the people of the surrounding world.

A point of considerable interest in the story of Solomon,
because it marks a phase in Egyptian affairs, is his marriage
to a daughter of Pharaoh. This must have been one of the
Pharaohs of the XXIst Dynasty. In the great days of Amen-
ophis III, as the Tell-el-Amarna letters witness, Pharaoh could
condescend to receive a Babylonian princess into his harem,
but he refused absolutely to grant so divine a creature as an
Egyptian princess in marriage to the Babylonian monarch. It
points to the steady decline of Egyptian prestige that now,
three centuries later, such a petty monarch as Solomon could
wed on equal terms with an Egyptian princess. There was,
however, a revival with the next Egyptian dynasty (XXII);
and the Pharaoh Shishak, the founder, taking advantage of the
cleavage between Israel and Judah, which had been developing
through the reigns of both David and Solomon, took Jerusalem
and looted the all-too-brief splendours both of the new temple
and of the king’s house. .

Shishak seems also to have subjugated Philistia. From this
time onward it is to be noted that the Philistines fade in import-
ance. They had already lost their Cretan language and adopted
that of the Semites they had conquered, and although their
cities remain more or less independent, they merge gradually
into the general Semitic life of Palestine,

There is evidence that the original rude but convincing
narrative of Solomon’s rule, of his various murders, of his
association with Hiram, of his palace and temple building, and
the extravagances that weakened his kingdom and finally tore
it in twain, has been subjected to extensive interpolations and
expansions by a later writer, anxious to exaggerate his pros-
perity and glorify his wisdom. This is not the place to deal
with the eriticism of Bible origins, but it is a matter of ordinary
common sense rather than of scholarship to note the manifest
reality and veracity of the main substance of the account of
David and Solomon, an account explaining sometimes and
justifying sometimes, but nevertheless relating facts, even the
harshest facts, as only a contemporary or almost contemporary
writer, convinced that they cannot be concealed, would relate
them, and then to remark the sudden lapse into adulation
when the inserted passages occur.

It is a striking tribute to the power of the written assertion
over realities in men’s minds, that thig Bible narrative has
imposed, not only upon the Christian, bu upon the Moslem



HEBREW SCRIPTURES AND THE PROPHETS 263

world, the belief that King Solomon was not only one of the
most magnificent but one of the wisest of men. Yet the first
book of Kings tells in detail his utmost splendours, and beside
the beauty and wonder of the buildings and organizations of
such a great monarch as Thothmes III or Rameses II or half a
dozen other Pharaohs, or of Sargon II or Sardanapalus or

Nebuchadnezzar “the Great, they are trivial. His temple .

measured internally was twenty cubits broad, about 35 feet—
that is, the breadth of a small villa residence—and sixty oubits,
say 100 feet, long. Estimates of the cubit vary. The greatest.
is 44 inches. This would extend the width to seventy odd feet
and the length to 200 feet. And as for his wisdom and state-
ocraft, one need go no farther than the Bible to see that Solomon
was & mere helper in the wide-reaching schemes of the trader-
king Hiram, and his kingdom a pawn between Phcenicia and
Egypt. His importance was due largely to the temporary
enfeeblement of Egypt, which encouraged the ambition of the
Pheenician and made it necessary to propitiate the holder of
the key to an alternate trade route to the East. To his own
people Solomon was a wasteful and oppressive monarch, and
already before his death his kingdom was splitting visibly to
all men.

- With the reign of King Solomon the brief glory of the
Hebrews ends; the northern and richer section of his kingdom,
long oppressed by taxation to sustain his splendours, breaks
off from Jerusalem to become the separate kingdom of Israel,
and this split ruptures that linking connection between Tyre
and Sidon and the Red Sea by which Solomon'’s gleam of wealth
was possible. There is no more wealth in Hebrew history.
Jerusalem remains the capital of one tribe, the tribe of Judah,
the capital of a land of barren hills, cut off by Philistia from
the sea and surrounded by enemies.

The tale of wars, of religious conflicts, of usurpations, assas-
sinations, and of fratricidal murders to secure the throne goes
on for three centuries. It is & tale frankly barbaric. Israel
wars with Judah and the neighbouring states; forms alliances
first with one and then with the other. The power of Aramean
Syria burns like a baleful star over the affairs of the Hebrews,
and then there rises behind it the great and growing power of
the last Assyrian empire. For three centuries the life of the
Hebrews was like the life of & man who insists upon living in
the middle of & busy thoroughfare, and is consequently being
run over constantly by omnibuses and motor-lorries.

“Pul” (apparently the same person as Tiglath Pileser IIT)
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is, according to the Bible narrative, the first Assyrian monarch
to appear above the Hebrew horizon, and Menahem buys him
off with a thousand talents of silver (738 B.c.). But the power
--of Assyria is heading straight for the now aged and decadent
land of Egypt, and the line of attack lies through Judea; Tiglath
Pileser III returns and Shalmaneser follows in his steps, the

- King of Israel intrigues for help with Egypt, that “broken

~-.reed,” and in 721 B.0., as we have already noted, his kingdom
is swept off into captivity and utterly lost to history. The
same fate hung over Judah, but for a little while it was averled.
The fate of Sennacherib’s army in the reign of King Hezekish
(701 B.c.), and how he was murdered by his sons (II Kings xix,
37), we have already mentioned. The subsequent subjugation
of Egypt by Assyria finds no mention in Holy Writ, but it i
clear that before the reign of Sennacherib, King Hezekiah had
carried on a diplomatic correspondence with Babylon (700 8.0.),
which was in revolt against Sargon II of Assyria. There
followed the conquest of Egypt by Esarhaddon, and then for
& time Assyria was occupied with her own troubles; the Soy-
thians and Medes and Persians were pressing her on the north,
and Babylon was in insurrection. As we have already noted,
Egypt, relieved for a time from Assyrian pressure, entered upoR
& phase of revival, first under Psammetichus and then under
Necho II.

Again the little country in between made mistakes in its
alliances. But on neither side was there safety. Josiah op-
posed Necho, and was slain at the battle of Megiddo (608 B.0.)-
The king of Judah became an Egyptian tributary. Then when
Necho, after pushing as far as the Euphrates, fell before Nebu-
chadnezzar IT, Judah fell with him (604 B.0.). Nebuchadnezzar,
after a trial of three puppet kings, carried off the greater part
of the people into captivity in Babylon (586 B.0.), and the rest,
after a rising and a massacre of Babylonian officials, took refuge
from the vengeance of Chaldea in Egypt.

“And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small,
and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of
the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.
And they burnt the house of God and brake down the wall of
Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thercof with fire, and
destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had-
escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they
were scrvants to him and his sons until the reign of the king-
dom of Persia.” (IL Chron., xxxvi, 18, 19, 20,)

So the four centuries of Hebrew kingship come to an end.
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From first to last it was a mere incident in the larger and greater
history of Egypt, Syria, Assyria, and Phoenicia. But out of
it there were now to arise moral and intellectual consequences
of primary importance to all mankind.

§8 .
The Jews a People of Mized Origin,.

The Jews who returned, after an interval of more than two -

generations, to Jerusalem from Babylonia in the time of Cyrus
were a very different people from the warring Baal worshippers
and Jehovah worshippers, the sacrificers in the high places and
sacrificers at Jerusalem of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah.
The plain fact of the Bible narrative is that the Jews went to
Babylon barbarians and came back civilized. They went a
confused and divided multitude, with no national self-con-
sciousness; they came back with an intense and exclusive
national spirit. They went with no common literature generally
known to them, for it was only about forty years before the
captivity that King Josiah is said to have discovered *“a book
of the lJaw* in the temple (II Kings, xxii), and besides that,
there is not a hint in the record of any reading of books; and
they returned with most of their material for the Old Testament.
It is manifest that, relieved of their bickering and murderous
kings, restrained from politics and in the intellectually stimulat-
ing atmosphere of that Babylonian world, the Jewish mind made
a great step forward during the captivity.

It was an age of historical inquiry and learning in Babylonia.
The Babylonian influences that had made Sardanapalus collect
a great library of ancient writings in Nineveh were still at work,
We have already told how Nabonidus was so preocoupied with
antiquarian research as to neglect the defence of his kingdom
against Cyrus. Everything, therefore, contributed to set the
exiled Jews inquiring into their own history, and they found
an inspiring leader in the prophet Ezekiel. From such hidden
and forgotten records as they had with them, genealogies, con-
fempg‘;“ry histories of David, Solomon, and their other kings,
egends and traditions, they made out and amplified their own
story, and told it to Babylon and themselves, The story of
the Creation and the Flood, much of . Ty :
Samson, were probably in, of the story of Mogea, much o

. Yy incorporated from Babylonian sources.

One version of the Creation story ang
though originally from Babylon nd one of the Eden story,
the Hebrews before the sl %evem to have been known to
- When the Jews returned. to
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Jerusalem, only the Pentateuch had been put together into one
book, but the grouping of the rest of the historical books was
bound to follow.

The rest of their literature remained for some centuries as
" separate books, to which & very variable améunt of respect was
paid. Some of the later books are frankly post-captivity com-
‘positions. Over all this literature were thrown certain leading
~ ideas. There was an ides, which even these books themselves
gainsay in detail, that all the people were pure-blooded children
of Abraham; there was next an idea of a promise made by
Jehovah to Abraham that he would exalt the Jewish race above
all other races; and, thirdly, there was the belief first of all
that Jehovah was the greatest and most powerful of tribal
gods, and then that he was a god above all other gods, and at
last that he was the only true god. The Jews became con-
vinced at last, as a people, that they were the chosen people
of the one God of all the earth.

And arising very naturally out of these three ideas, was &
fourth, the idea of a coming leader, a saviour, a Messiah who
would realize the long-postponed promises of Jehovah.

This welding together of the Jews into one tradition-cemented
people in the course of the ‘“seventy years,” is the first instance
in history of the new power of the written word in human affairs.
It was & mental consolidation that did much more than unite
the people who returned to Jerusalem. This idea of belonging
to a chosen race predestined to pre-eminence was & very
attractive one. It possessed also those Jews who remained in
Babylonia. Its literature reached the Jews now established in
Egypt. It affected the mixed people who had been placed in
Samaria, the old capital of the kings of Israel when the ten
tribes .were deported to Media. It inspired a great number
of Babylonians and the like to claim Abraham as their
father, and thrust their company upon the returning Jews:
Ammonites and Moabites became adherents. The book of
Nehemiah is full of the distress occasioned by this invasion of
the privileges of the chosen. The Jews were already a people
dispersed in many lends and cities, when their minds and hopes
were unified and they became an exclusive people. But ab
first their exclusiveness is merely to preserve soundness of
doctrine and worship, warned by such lamentable lapses 88
those of King Solomon. To genuine proselytes of whatever
race, Judaism long held out welcoming arms.

To Phoeniciens after the fall of Tyre and Carth&ge’ oonversion

to Judaism must have been Particularly easy and attractive:
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Their language was closely akin to Hebrew. It is possible that
the great majority of African and Spanish Jews are really of

Pheenician origin. There were also great Arabian accessions. . -

In South Russia, as we shall note later, there were even
Mongolian Jews.

§4 -
The Imporiance of the Hebrew Prophets.

The historical books from Genesis to Nehemiah, upon which
the idea of the promise to the chosen people had been imposed
later, were no doubt the backbone of Jewish mental unity,
but they by no means complete the Hebrew literature from which
finally the Bible was made up. Of such books as Job, said to
be an imitation of Greek tragedy, the Song of Solomon, the
Pgalms, Proverbs, and others, there is no space to write in this
Outline, but it is necessary to deal with the books known as
“the Prophets’’ with some fullness. For those books are almost
the earliest and certainly the best evidence of the.appearance
of a new kind of leading in human affairs.

These prophets are not a new class in the community; they
are of the most various origins—Ezekiel was of the priestly
ocaste and of priestly sympathies, and Amos was & shepherd;
but they have this in common, that they bring into life a religious
force outside the sacrifices and formalities of priesthood and
temple. The earlier prophets seem most like the earlier priests,
they are oracular, they give advice and foretell events; it is
possible that &t first, in the days when there were many high
places in the land and religious ideas were comparatively
unsettled, there was no great distinction between priest and

rophet. .

P %he prophets danced, it would seem, somewhat after the
Dervish fashion, and uttered oracles. Generally they wore a
distinctive mantle of rough goatskin. They kept up the .
nomadic tradition as against the “new ways” of the settlement.
But after the building of the temple and the organization of
the priesthood the prophefic type remains over and outside
the formal religious scheme. They were probably always
more or less of an annoyance to the priests, They became
informal advisers upon public affairs, denouncers of sin and

practices, “gelf-constituted,” as we should say, having
no sanction but an inner light, “Now the word of the Lord
came unto”’—so and so; that is the formula, :

In the latter and most troubled days of the kingdom of
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Judah, as Egypt, North Arabia, Assyria, and then Babylonia
closed like a vice upon the land, these prophets became very
significant and powerful. Their appeal was to anxious and
fearful minds, and at first their exhortation was chiefly towards
repentance, the pulling down of this or that high place, the
restoration of worship in Jerusalem, or the like. But through
some of the prophecies there runs already & note like the note
of what we call nowadays a “social reformer.” The rich are
“grinding the faces of the poor’’; the luxurious are consuming
the children’s bread; influential and wealthy people imitate
the splendours and vices of foreigners, and sacrifice the common
people to these new fashions; and this is hateful to J. chovah, who
will certainly punish the land. T e

But with the broadening of ideas that came with the
Captivity, the tenor of prophecy broadens and changes. The
jealous pettiness that disfigures the earlier tribal ideas of God
gives place to & new idea of a god of universal righteousness.
It is clear that the increasing influence of prophets was not
confined to the Jewish people; it was something that was going
on in those days all over the Semitic world. The breaking
down of nations and kingdoms to form the great and changing
empires of that age, the smashing up of cults and priesthoods,
the mutual discrediting of temple by temple in their rivalries
and disputes—all these influences were releasing men’s minds
to a freer and wider religious outlook. The temples had aceu-
mulated great stores of golden vessels and lost their hold upon
the imaginations of men. .

It is difficult to estimate whether, amidst these constant
wars, life had become more uncertain and unhappy than it had
ever been before, but there can be no doubt that men had become
more conscious of its miseries and insecurities. Except for the
weak and the women, there remained little comfort or assurance
in the sacrifices, ritual, and formal devotions of the temples.
Buch was the world to which the later prophets of Israel began
to talk of the One God, and of a Promise that some day the
world should come to peace and unity and happiness. This
great God that men were now discovering lived in a temple
“not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” There canp
be little doubt of & great body of such thought and utterance
in Babylonia, Egypt, and throughout the Semitic east. The
prophetic books of the Bible can be but specimens of the pro-
phesyings of that time. \

We have already drawn attention to the gradual escape of
writing and knowledge from their original limitation to the
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priesthood and the temple precincts, from the shell in which
they were first developed and cherished. We have taken
Herodotus as an interesting specimen of what we have called
the free intelligence of mankind. Now here we are dealing
with a similar overflow of moral ideas into the general com-
munity. The Hebrew prophets, and the steady expansion of
their ideas towards one God in all the world, is a parallel de- °
velopment of the free conscience of mankind. From this time
onward there runs through human thought, now weakly and
obscurely, now gathering power, the idea of one rule in the
world, and of a promise and possibility of an active and splendid
peace and happiness in human affairs. From being a temple
religion of the old type, the Jewish religion becomes, to a large
extent, a prophetic and creative religion of a new type. Prophet
succeeds prophet.

Later on, as we shall tell, there was born a prophet of un-
precedented power, Jesus, whose followers founded the great
universal religion of Christianity. Still later Muhammad,
another prophet, appears in Arabia and founds Islam. In spite
of very distinctive features of their own, these two teachers do
in a manner arise out of, and in succession to, these Jewish pro-
phets. It is not the place of the historian to discuss the truth
and falsity of religion, but it is his business to record the appear-
ance of great constructive ideas. Two thousand four hundred
years ago, and six or seven or eight thousand years after the
walls of the first Sumerian ocities arose, the ideas of the moral
unity of mankind and of a world peace had come into the world.





