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the centre, -whereupon the main body of the Persians fled to
their ships. Seven vessels fell into the hands of the Athenians;
the rest got away, and, after a futile attempt to sail round to
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Athens and seize the city before the Greek army returned
thither, the fleet made a retreat to Asia. .

Let Herodotus close the story with a paragraph that still
further enlightens us upon the tremendous Prestige of the
Medes at this time:

“Qf the Liacedemonians there came to Athens two thousand
after the full moon, making great haste to be in time, so that
they errived in Attica on the third day after leaving Sparta;
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and though they had come too late for the battle, yet they
desired to behold the Medes; and accordingly they went on to
Marathon and looked at the bodies of the slain; then afterwards
they departed home, commending the Athenians and the work
which they had done.”

§9
Thermopylee and Salamis.

So Greece, unified for & while by fear, gained her first victory
over Persia. The news came to Darius simultaneously with
the news of a rebellion in Egypt, and he died while still un-
decided in which direction to turn. His son and successor,
Xerxes, turned first to Egypt and set up a Persian satrap there;
then for four years he prepared a second attack upon Greece.
Says Herodotus, who was, one must remember, & patriotio
Greek, approaching now to the climax of his History:

“Tor what nation did Xerxes not lead out of Asia against
Hellas? and what water was not exhausted, being drunk by his
host, except only the great rivers? For some supplied ships,
and others were appointed to serve in the land army; to some
it was appointed to furnish cavalry, and to others vessels to
carry horses, while they served in the expedition themselves
also; others were ordered to furnish ships of war for the bridges,
and others again ships with provisions.” -

Xerxes passed into Europe, not as Darius did at the half-
mile crossing of the Bosphorus, but at the Hellespont (=the
Dardanelles). In his account of the assembling of the great
army, and its march from Sardis to the Hellespont, the poet
in Herodotus takes possession of the historian. The great host
passes in splendour by Troy, and Xerxes, who although a
Persian and & Barbarian, seems to have had the advantages of
s classical education, turns aside, says our historian, to visit the
citadel of Priam. The Hellespont was bridged at Abydos, and
upon & hill was set a marble throne from which Xerzes surveyed
the whole array of his forces.

“And seeing all the Hellespont covered over with the ships
and all the shores and the plains of Abydos full of men, then
Xerxes pronounced himself a happy man, and after that he
fell to weeping, Artabanus, his uncle, therefore perceiving him
—the same who at first boldly declared his opinion advising
Xerxes not to march against Hellas—this man, I say, having
observed that Xerxes wept, asked as follows: ‘O king, how far
different from one another are the things which thou bast done
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now and a short while before now! for, having pronounced
thyself a happy men, thou art now shedding tears.” He said:
“Yea, for after I had reckoned up, it came into my mind to feel
pity at the thought how brief was the whole life of man, seeing
that of these multitudes not:
| one will be alive when a hun-
- dred years have gone by.’”
This may not be exact
history, but it is great poetry.
I It is as splendid as anything in
: The Dynasts.
7 The Persian fleet, coasting
from headland to headland,
= accompanied this land multi-
tude during its march south-
ward; but & violent storm did
\ the fleet great damage and 400
ships were lost, including much
B corn transport. At first the
! united Hellenes marched out to
/ meet the invaders at the Vale
I

)

of Tempe near Mount Olympus,
but afterwards retreated
through Thessaly, and chose at
\‘ : last to await the advancing
Persians at a place called

{ ( Thermopyle, where at that

\ \ time—2,400 years have altered

. ' these things greatly—there was
} ) a great cliff on the landward
side and the sea to the east,

with a track scarcely wide
enough for a chariot between.

A O ghe lggsreai:f at}:mnta.ge to the

reeks of this position atb

wra SPAONAPITOX Thermopyls was fhat it pre-
Monument of Athenian foob- vented the use of cither cavalr

cavalry

soldier, found near Marathon~" or chariots, and narrowed the

i battle front so as to minimize

their numerical inequality. And there the Persians joined battle

with them one summer day in the year 480 ».q,

For thrce days the Greeks held this great army, and did

them much damage with small loss to .themselves, and then on

the. third day a detachment of Persians appeared upon the
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rear of the Greeks, having learnt of a way over the mountains
from a peasant. There were hasty discussions among the
Greeks; some were for withdrawing, some for holding out. The
leader of the whole force, Leonidas, was for staying; and with
him he would keep, he said, 300 Spartans. The rest of the
Greek army could, meanwhile, make good its retreat to the
next defensible pass. The Thespian contingent of 700, however,
refused to fall back. They preferred to stay and die with the
Spartans. Also a contingent of 400 Thebans remained. As
Thebes afterwards joined the Persians, there is a story that
these Thebans were detained by force against their will, which
seems on military as well as historical grounds improbable.
These 1,400 stayed, and were, after a conflict of heroic quality,
slain to & man. Two Spartans happened to be away, sick with
ophthalmia. When they heard the news, one was too ill to
move; the other made his helot guide him to the battle,
and there struck blindly until he was killed. The survivor,
Aristodemus, was taken away with the retreating troops, and
returned to Sparta, where he was nob actually punished for
his conduct, but was known as Tresas, “the man who retreated.”
It was enough to distinguish him from all other Spartans, and
he got himself killed at the battle of Platza, a year later,
performing prodigies of reckless courage. . . . For & whole day
this little band had beld the pass, assailed in front and rear
by the entire force of the Persians. They had covered the
retreat of the main Greek army, they had inflicted great losses
on the invaders, and they had raised the prestige of the Greek
warrior over that of the Mede higher even than the vietory of
Marathon had done. :

The Persian cavalry and transport filtered slowly through
the narrow passage of Thermopyl®, and marched on towards
Athens, while a series of naval encounters went on at sea.
The Hellenic fleet retreated before the advance of the Persian
shipping, which suffered seriously through its comparative
ignorance of the intricate coasts and of the tricks of the local
weather. Weight of numbers carried the Persian army forward
to Athens; now that Thermopyle was lost, there was no line of
defence nearer than the Isthmus of Corinth, and this meant the
abandonment of all the intervening territory, including Athens.
The population had either to fly or submit to the Persians.
Thebes with all Bosotia submitted, and was pressed into the
Persian army, except one town, Platxa, whose inhabitants fled
to Athens. The turn of Athens came next, and great efforts
were made to persuade her to make terms; hut, instead the



816 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

whole population determined to abandon everything and- take
to the shipping. The women and non-combatants were carried
to Salamis and various adjacent islands. Only a few people
too old to move and a few dissentients remained in the ‘town,
which was occupied by the Persians and burnt. The sacred
objects, statues, ete., which were burnt at this time, were
afterwards buried in the Acropolis by the returning Athenians,
and have been dug up in our own day with the marks of burning
visible upon them. Xerxes sent off a mounted messenger to
Susa with the news, and he invited the sons of Peisistratus,
whom he had brought back with him, to enter upon their
inheritance and sacrifice after the Athenian manner upon the
Acropolis.

Meanwhile, the Hellenic confederate fleet had come round
to Salamis, and in the council of war there were bitter differences
of opinion. Corinth and the states behind the Isthmus wanted
the fleet to fall back to that position, abandoning the cities of
Megara and Aigina. Themistocles insisted with all his force
on fighting in the narrows of Salamia. The majority was
steadily in favour of retreat, when there suddenly arrived the
news that retreat was out off. The Persians had sailed round
Salamis and held the sea on the other side. This news was
brought by that Aristides the Just of whose ostratism we have
already told; his sanity and eloquence did much to help
Themistocles to hearten the hesitating commanders. These
two men had formerly been bitter antagonists; but, with &
generosity rare in those days, they forgot their differences before
;l;e fommon danger. At dawn the Greek ships pulled.out to

ttle. :

The fleet before them was a fleet more composite and less
united than their own. But it was about three times as great.
On one wing were the Phanicians, on the other Ionian Greeks
from Asia and the Islands. Some of the latter fought stoutly;
others remembered that they too were Greeks. The Greek
ships, on the other hand, were mostly manned by freemen
fighting for their homes. Throughout the early hours the
battle raged confusedly. Then it became evident to Xerxes
watching the combat, that his fleat was attempting flight. The
flight became disaster.

Xerxes had taken his seat to watch the battle. He saw hif
galleys rammed by the sharp prows of other galleys; his fighting-
men shot down; his ships boarded. Much of the sea-fighting
in those days was done by ramming; the big galleys bore down

their opponents by superior weight of impact, or sheared off thei’
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oars and so destroyed their mancenvring power and left them
helpless. Persently Xerxes saw that some of his broken ships
were surrendering. In the water he could see the heads of
Greeks swimming to land; but “of the Barbarians the greater
number perished in the sea, not knowing how to swim.” The
clumsy attempt of the hard-pressed first line of the Persian
fleet to put about led to indescribable confusion. Some were
rammed by the rear ships of their own side. This ancient
shipping was poor, unseaworthy stuff by any modern standards. --
The west wind was blowing and many of the broken ships of
Xerxes were now drifting away out of his sight to be wrecked
on the coast beyond. Others were being towed towards Salamis
by the Greeks. Others, less injured and still in fighting trim,
were making for the beaches close beneath him that would bring
them under the protection of his army. Scattered over the
further sea, beyond the headlands, remote and vague, were ships
in flight and Greek ships in pursuit. Slowly, incident by incident;
the disaster had unfolded under his eyes. We can imagine some-
thing of the coming and going of messengers, the issuing of
futile orders, the changes of plan, throughout the day. In
the morning Xerxes had come out provided with tables to
mark the most successful of his commanders for reward. In
the gold of the sunset he beheld the sea power of Persia utterly
scattered, sunken and destroyed, and the Greek fleet over
against Salamis unbroken and triumphant, ordering its ranks,
as if still incredulous of victory.

The Persian army remained as if in indecision for some
days close to the scene of this sea fight, and then began to
retreat to Thessaly, where it was proposed to winter and resume
the compaign. But Xerxes, like Darius I before him, had con-
ceived & disgust for Furopean campaigns. He was afraid of
the destruction of the bridge of boats. With part of the army
he went on to the Hellespont, leaving the main force in Thessaly
under & general, Mardonius. Of his own retreat the historian
relates: -

«Whithersoever they came on the march and to whatever
nation, they seized the crops of that people and used them
for provisions; and if they found no orops, then they took the
%ﬁmbw}mh was growing up from the earth, and stripped off
d e u:;g ﬂflmm the trees and plucked down the leaves and

evo em; alike of the oultivated trees and of those growing
wild; and they left nothing behind them: thus they did by
reason of famine. Then plague too seized upon the army, an!
dysentery, which destroyed them by the way, and some of
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them also who were sick the king left behind, laying charge
upon the cities where at the time he chanced to be in his march,
to take care of them and support them; of these he left some
in Thessaly, and some at Siris in Paionia, and some in Macedonia.
-+ « When, passing on from Thrace, they came to the passage,
they crossed over the Hellespont in haste to Abydos by means
of the ships, for they did not find the floating bridges still

stretched across, but broken up by a storm. While staying
there for a time they had distributed to them an allowance of
food more abundant than they had had by the way, and from
satisfying their hunger without restraint and also from the
changes of water there died many of those in the army who
had remained safe till then. The rest arrived with Xerxes at
Sardis.”
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§ 10
Platcea and Mycale.

The rest of the Persian army remained in Thessaly under
the command of Mardonius, and for & year he maintained an
aggressive campaign against the Greeks. Finally, he was
defeated and killed in a pitched battle at Platza (479 B.0.),
and on the same day the Persian fleet and a land army met
with joint disaster under the shadow of Mount Mycale on the
Asiatic mainland, between Ephesus and Milethus. The Persian
ghips, being in fear of the Greeks, had been drawn up on shore
and a wall built about them; but the Greeks disembarked and
stormed this enclosure. They then sailed to the Hellespont
to destroy what was left of the bridge of boats, so that later
the Persian fugitives, retreating from Platea, had to cross
by shipping at the Bosphorus, and did so with difficulty.

Encouraged by these disasters of the imperial power, says
Herodotus, the Ionian cities in Asia began for a second time to
revolt against the Persians. '

With this the ninth book of the History of Herodotus comes
to an end. He was born about 484 B.0., so that at the time
of the battle of Platea he was a child of five years old. Much of
the substance of his story was gathered by him from actors
in, and eye-witnesses of, the great events he relates. The war
still dragged on for a long time; the Greeks supported a rebellion
against Persian rule in Egypt, and tried unsuccessfully to take
Cyprus; it did not end until about 449 B.0. Then the Greek
coasts of Asia Minor and the Greek cities in the Black Sea
remained generally free, but Cyprus and Egypt continued under
Persian rule. Herodotus, who had been born a Persian subject
in the Ionian city of Halicarnassus, was five-and-thirty years
old by that time, and he must have taken an early opportunity
after this peace of visiting Babylon and Persia. He probably
wenf to Athens, with his History ready to recite, about 438 m.0.

The idea of a great union of Greece for aggression against
Persia was not altogether strange to Herodotus. Some of his
readers guspect him of writing to enforce it. It was certainly
in the air at that time. He describes Aristagoras, the son-in-
law of Histius, as showing the Spartans “a tablet of bronze
on which was engraved a map of the whole earth with all the
seag and rivers.” . He makes Aristagoras say: ‘“These Barbarisns
are not valiant in fight, You, on the other hand, have now
attained to the utmost skill in war, They fight with bows and
arrows and & short spear; they go into battle wearing trousers:
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and having ca.i)s on their heads. You have perfected your

. weapons and discipline. They are easily to be conquered. Not

all the other nations of the world have what they possess; gold,
silver, bronze, embroidered garments, beasts and slaves; all this
you might have for yourselves, if you so desired.”

It was a hundred years before these suggestions bore fruit.

Xerxes was murdered in his palace about 465 B.0., and
thereifter Persia made no further attempts at conquest in
Europe. We have no such knowledge of the things that were
happening in the empire of the Great King as we have of the
occurrences in the little states of Central Greece. Greece had

* suddenly begun to produce litcrature, and put jtself upon

record as no other nation had ever dome hitherto. After
479 B.0. (Platxa) the epirit seems to have gone out of the gov-
ernment of the Medes and Persians. The empire of the Great
King enters upon a period of decay. An Artaxerxes, a second
Xerxgs, & second Darius, pass across the stage; there are rebel-
lions in Bgypt and Syria; the Medes rebel; a second Artaxerxes
and a second Cyrus, his brother, fight for the throne. This
history is even as the history of Babylonia, Assyria, and Egypt
in the older times. It is autocracy severting to its normal
state of palace crime, blpood-stained ificence, and moral
squalor. But the last-named struggle produced a Greek master-
piece, for this second Cyrus collected an army of Greck mer-
cenaries and marched into Babylonia, and was there kLilled a$
the moment of victory over Artaxerxes II. Thereupon the
Ten Thousand Greeks, left with no one to employ them, made
a retreat to the coast again (401 B.0.), and this retreat was
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immortalized in & book, one of the first of personal war books,
the Anabasis, by their leader Xenophon.

Murders, revolts, chastisements, disasters, cunning alliances,
and base betrayals, and no Herodotus to record them. Such
is the texture of Persian history. An Artaxerxes III, covered
with blood, flourishes dimly for a time. *‘Artaxerxes III is said
to have been murdered by Bagoas, who places Arses, the
youngest of the king’s sons, on the throne, only to slay him in
turn when he seemed to be contemplating independent action.”

So it goes on. Athens, prospering “for a time after the *°
Persian repulse, was smitten by the plague, in which Pericles,
its greatest ruler, died (429 B.0.). But, as & noteworthy fact
amidst these confusions, the Ten Thousand of Xenophon were
scattering now among the Greek cities, repeating from their
own experience the declaration of Aristogoras that the Persian
empire was & rich confusion which it would be very easy for

resolute men to congquer.



CHAPTER 21
GREEK THOUGHT, LITERATURE AND ART

§ 1. The Athens of Pericles. § 6. The Quality and Limita-
§ 2. Socrates. ttons of Greek Thought.
§ 3. Plalo and the Academy. -§ 7. The First Great Imagina-
§ 4. Aristotle and the Lyceum.  tive Literature.
§ 6. Philosophy becomes Un- § 8. Greek Art,
" worldly.
§1 .

GREER history for the next forty years after Plateea and Mycale
is & story of comparative peace and tranquillity. There were
wars, but they were not intense wars. KFor a little while in
Athens, for a section of the prosperous, there was leisure and
opportunity. And by a combination of accidents and through
the character of a small group of people, this leisure and oppor-
tunity produced the most memorable results.

The achievement of a method of writing that could render
the sounds and subtleties of spoken language had now made
literature possible, and much beautiful literature was produced;
the plastic arts flourished, and the foundations of modern science
already laid by the earlier philosophers of the Ionian Greek
cities were consolidated. Then, after an interlude of fifty odd
years, the long-smouldering hostility between Athens and Sparta
broke out into a fierce and exhausting war, which sapped at
last the vitality of this creative movement.

This war is known in history as the Peloponnesian War; it
went on for nearly thirty years, and wasted all the power of
Greece. At first Athens was in the ascendant, then Sparta.
Then arose Thebes, a city not fifty miles from Athens, to over-
shadow Sparta. Once more Athens flared into importance as
the head of a confederation. It is a story of narrow rivalries
and inexplicable hatreds, that would have vanished long ago
out of the memories of men were it not that it is recorded and
reflected in a great literature.

Through all this time Persia appears and reappears as the
ally first of this league and thesl;é of that. About the middle of



GREEK THOUGHT, LITERATURE AND ART . 323

the fourth century B.0., Greece becomes aware of a new influence
in its affairs, that of Philip, King of Macedonia. Macedonia
does, indeed, arise in the background of this incurably divided
Greece, as the Medes and Persians arose behind the Chaldean
Empire. A time comes when the Greck mind turns round, so
to speak, from its disputes, and stares in one united dismay at .
the Macedonian.

Planless and murderous squabbles are still planless and mur-
derous squabbles even though Thucydides tells the story, even
though the great beginnings of & new civilization are wrecked
by their disorders; and in this general outline we can give no
space at all to the particulars of these internecine feuds, to the
fights and flights that sent first this Greek city and then that
up to the sky in flames. Upon & one-foot globe Greece becomes
a speck almost too small to recognize; and in a short history of
mankind, all this century and more of dissension between the
days of Salamis and Platwa and the rise of King Philip, shrinks
to a little, almost inaudible clash of disputation, to a mere note
upon the swift passing of opportunity for nations as for men.

But what does not shrink into significance, because it has
entered into the intellectual process of all subsequent nations,
because it is inseparably a part of our mental foundation, is
the literature that Greece produced during such patches and.
gleams of tranquillity and security as these times afforded her. -

Says Professor Gilbert Murray: _

“Their outer political history, indeed, like that of all other
nations, is filled with war and diplomacy, with cruelty and
deceit. It is the inner history, the history of thought and
feeling and character, that is so grand. They had some diffi-
culties to contend with, which are now almost out of our path,
They had practically no experience, but were doing everything
for the first time; they were utterly weak in material resources
and their emotions, their ‘desires and fears and rages, Were’
probably wilder and fiercer than ours. Yet they produced the
Athens of Pericle;l a‘ntllll of Pl; S~ £ the 1

This remarkable culmination o ong-gathering creati
power of the Greek mind, which for !zhree-and~twentygoentu§-li:
has been to men of intelligence a guiding and inspiring beacon
out of the past, flared up after the battles of Marathon and
Salamis had made Athens free and fearless and, without any
great excesses of power, predominant in her world. It was
the work of a quite small group of men. A pumber of her
citizens lived for the better part of a generation under conditions
which, in all ages, have disposed men to produce good and
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beautiful work: they were sscure, they were free, and they had
pride; and they were without that temptation of apparent
and unchallenged power which disposes all of us to inflict wrongs
upon our fellow-men. When political life narrowed down again
to the waste and crimes of a fratricidal war with Sparta, there
waa 80 broad and well-fed a flame of intellectual activity burning
that it lasted through all the windy distresses of this war and
beyond the brief lifetime of Alexander the Great, for a period
altogether of more than a hundred years after the wars began.
- Flushed with victory and the sense of freedom fairly won,
the people of Athens did for a time rise towards nobility. Under
the guidance of a great demagogue, Pericles, the chief official
of the Athenian general assembly, and a politician-statesman
rather of the calibre of Gladstone or Lincoln in modern history,
they were set to the task of rebuilding their city and expanding
their commerce, For a time they were capable of following a
generous leader generously, and Fate gave them a generous
leader. In Pericles there was mingled in the strangest fashion
political ability with a real living passion “for deep and high
and besutiful things. He kept in power for over thirty years.
He was a man of extraordinary vigour and hbera.ht_y of mind.
He stamped these qualities upon his time. As Winckler has
Jemarked, the Athenian democracy had for a time “the face of
+ Pericles.” He was-sustained by what was probably a very great
and noble friendship. There was & woman of nnusual education,
Aspasia, from Miletus, whom he could not marry because of
the law that restricted the citizenship of Athens to the home-
born, but who was in effect his wife. She played a large part
in gathering about him men of unusual gifts. Al the great
writers of the time knew her, and several have praised her
wisdom. Plutarch, it is true, acouses her of instigating a
troublesome and dangerous but finally successful war against
S8amos, but, as he himself shows later, this was necessitated
by the naval hostility of the Samians, which threatened the
overseas trade of Athens, upon which all the prosperity of the
republioc depended.

Men’s ambitions are apt to reflect the standards of their in-
timates. Pericles was content, at any rate, to serve as g leader
in Athens rather than to dominate as a tyrant. Alliances were
formed under his guidance, new colonies and trading stations
were established from Italy to the Black Sea; and the treasures
of the league at Delos were brought to Athens, Convinced of
his seourity from Pers_ia, P.erioles spent the war hoard of thé
allies upon the beautification of his city. This was an un.

3
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righteous thing to do by our modern standards, but it was not
a base or greedy thing to do. Athens had accomplished the
work of the Delian League, and is' not the labourer worthy
of his hire? This sequestration made a time of exceptional
opportunity for architects and artists. The Parthenon of
Athens, whose ruins are still a thing of beauty, was but the
crown set upon the clustering glories of the Athens Pericles
rebuilt. Such sculptures as those of Phidias, Myron, and Poly-
clitus that still survive, witness to the artistic quality of the
time.

The reader must bear in mind that illuminating remark
of Winckler’s, which says that this renascent Athens bore for
a time the face of Pericles. It was the peculiar genius of this
man and of his atmosphere that let loose the genius of men
about him, and attracted men of great intellectual vigour to
Athens. Athens wore his face for a time as one wears a mask,
and then became restless and desired to put him aside. There
was very little that was great and generous about the common
Athenian. We have told of the spirit of one sample voter for
the ostracism of Aristides, and Lloyd (in his Age of Pericles)
declares that the Athenians would not suffer the name of
Miltiades to be mentioned in connection with the battle of
Marathon. The sturdy self-respect of the common voters
revolted presently against the beautiful buildings rising about
them; against the favours shown to such sculptors as Phidias
over popular worthies in the same line of business; against the
donations made to a mere foreigner like Herodotus of Halicar- "
nassus; ageinst the insulting preference of Pericles for the
company and conversation of a Milesian woman. The publio
life of Pericles was conspicuously orderly, and that presently
get the man in the street thinking that his private life must
be very corrupt. One gathers that Pericles was ‘“‘superior”
in his demeanour; he betrayed at times a contempt for the
citizens he served.

“Pericles acquired not only an elevation of sentiment, and
a loftiness and purity of style far removed from the low expres-
sion of the vulgar, but likewise a gravity of countenance which
relaxed not into laughter, & firm and even tone of voice, an
easy deportment, and a decency of dress which no vehemence
of speaking ever put into disorder. These things, and others of
& like nature, excited admiration in all that saw him. Such
was his conduct, when a vile and abandoned fellow loaded him
& whole day with reproaches and abuse; he bore it with patience
and silence, and continued in public for the despatch of some

3
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urgent affairs. In the evening he walked softly home, this
impudent wretch following, and insulting him all the way with
the most scurrilous language. And as it was dark when he came
to his own door, he ordered one of his servants to take & torch
and light the man home. The poet Ion, however, says he was
proud and supercilious in conversation, and that there was a
great deal of vanity and contempt of others mixed with his
dignity of manner. . . . He appeared not in the streets except
when he went to the forum or the senate house. He declined
the invitations of his friends, and all social entertainments and
recreations; insomuch that in the whole time of his administra-
tion, which was a considerable length, he never went to sup
with any of his friends but once, which was at the marriage of
his nephew Euryptolemus, and he stayed there only until the
ceremony of libation was ended. He considered that the free-
dom of entertainments takes away all distinction of office, and
that dignity is but little consistent with familiarity. . . .»

There was as yet no gutter journalism to tell the world of
the vileness of the conspicuous and successful; but the common
man, a little out of conceit with himself, found much consola:tion
in the art of comedy, which flourished exceedingly. The writers
of comedy satisfied that almost universal craving for the

.. depreciation of those whose apparent excellence offends our
* self-love. They threw dirt steadily and industriously at Pericles
and his friends. Pericles was portrayed in a helmet; s helmet
became him, and it is to be feared he knew as much. This led
'~ to much joy and mirth over the pleasant, suggestion of a fright-
~fully distorted head, an onion head. The *“goings on*’ of Aspasia
wt:;: of course a fruitful vineyard for the inventions of the
street. . . .,

Dreaming souls, weary of the vulgarities of our time,
have desired to be transferred to the sublime Age of Pericles.
But, plumped down into that Athens, they would have found
themselves in very much the atmosphere of the lower gort of
contemporary music-hall, very much in the vein of our popular
newspapers; the same hot blast of braying libel, foul imputation,
greedy “patriotism,” and general baseness would have blown
upon them, the “modern note” would have pursued them.
As the memories of Platza and Salamis faded and the new
buildings grew familiar, Pericles and the pride of Atheng became
more and more offensive to the homely humour of the crowd.
He was never ostracized—his prestige with the quieter citizens
saved him from that; but he was attacked with increasing
boldness and steadfastness. He lived and died a poor man;
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he was perhaps the most honest of demagogues; but this did
not save him from an abortive prosecution for peculation.
Defeated in that, his enemies resorted to & more devious method;
they began to lop away his friends. ’

Religious intolerance and moral accusations are the natural
weapons of the envious against the leaders of men. His friend
Damon was ostracized. Phidias was attacked for impiety.
On the shield of the great statue of the goddess Athene, Phidias
had dared to put, among the
combatants in & fight between
Greeks and Amazons, portraits
of Pericles and himself. Phidias
died in prison. Anaxagoras, &
stranger welcomed to Athens by
Pericles—when there were
plenty of honest fellows already
there quite willing to satisfy
any reasonable curiosities—was
saying the strangest things
about the sun and stars, and
hinting not obscurely that there
were no gods, but only one
animating spirit (nous) in the
world. The comedy writers
suddenly found they had deep
religious feelings that could be
profoundly and even danger-
ously shocked, and Anaxagoras
fled the threat of a prosecution.
Then came the turn of Aspasia.
Athens seemed bent upon
deporting her, and Pericles was
torn between the woman who
was the soul of his life and the ungracious city he had saved,
defended, and made more beautiful and unforgettable than
any other city in history. He stood up to defend Aspasia;
he was seized by & storm of very human emotion, and as he
spoke he wept. His tears saved Aspasia for a time.

The Athenians were content to humiliate Pericles, but”he
had served them so long that they were indisposed to do without
him. He had been their leader now for a third of a century.

In 431 B.O. came the war with Sparta. Plutarch acouses
Pericles of bringing it on because he felt his popularity waned
go fast that a war was needed to meake him indispensable. :

J. P,
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“And as he himself was become obnoxious to the people
upon Phidias’ account, and was afraid of being called in question
for it, he urged on the war, which as yet was uncertain, and
blew up that flame which till then was stifled and suppressed.
By this means he hoped to obviate the accusations that threat-
ened him, and to mitigate the rage of envy, because such was
his dignity and power, that in all important affairs, and in
every great danger, the republic could place its confidence in
him alone.” : :

But the war was 2 slow and deangerous war, and the Athenian
people were impatient. A certain Cleon arose, ambitious to
oust Pericles from his leadership. There was a great clamour
for & swift ending of the war. Cleon set out to be ‘“‘the man
who won the war.” The popular poets got to work in this
fashion:

“Thou king of satyrs . . . why boast thy prowess,

Yet shudder at the sound of sharpened swords;
Spite of the flaming Cleon?” .

An expedition under the leadership of Pericles was
unsuccessful, and Cleon seized the opportunity for a prosecution.
Pericles was suspended from his command and fined. The

".story goes that his eldest son—this was not the son of Aspasia,
but of a former wife—turned against bim, and pursued him
with vile and incredible accusations. This young man was
carried off by the plague. Then the sister of Pericles- died,

. and then his last legitimate son.' When, after the fashion

“of the time, he put the funeral garlands on the boy, he
wept aloud. Presently, he himself took the contagion and died

(429 B.0.). - '

The salient facts of this brief summary will serve to show
how discordant Pericles was with much of the life of his city.
This intellectual and artistic outbreak in Athens was no doubt
favoured by the conditions of the time, but it was also due in
part to the appearance of some very unusual men. It was not
& general movement; it was the movement of a small group of
people exceptionally placed and gifted.

§2
Socrates.
Another leading figure in this Athenian movement, a figure

gtill more out of harmony with the life around him, and quite
as much an original source end stimulant of the enduring
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greatness of his age, was a man called Socrates, the son of a
stonemason. He was born about sixteen years later than
Herodotus, and he was beginning to be heard of about the time
when Pericles died. He himself wrote nothing, but it was his
custom to talk in public places. There was in those days a

t searching for wisdom going on; there was a various
multitude of teachers called sophists who reasoned upon truth,
beauty, and right living, and instructed the developing curiosities
and imaginations of youth. This was so because there were
no great priestly schools in Greece. And into these discussions
this man came, & clumsy and slovenly figure, barefooted,
gathering about him a band of admirers and disciples.

His method was profoundly sceptical; he believed that the
only possible virtue was true knowledge; he would tolerate no
belief, no hope that could not pass the ultimate acid test. For
himself this meant virtue, but for many of his weaker followers
it meant the loss of beliefs and moral habits that would
have restrained their impulses. These weaklings became self-
excusing, self-indulging scoundrels. Among his young asso-
ciates were Plato, who afterwards immortalized his method
in a series of philosophical dialogues, and founded the philo-
sophical school of the Academy, which ‘ lasted nine hundred
years; Xenophon, of the Ten Thousand, who described his,
death; and Isocrates, one of the wisest of Greek political thinkers:
but there were also Critias, who, when Athens was utterly
defeated by Sparta, was leader among the Thirty Tyrants
appointed by the Spartans to keep the crushed city under -and .
destroy its educational organization; Charmides, who was killed,
beside Critias when the Thirty were overthrown; and Alcibiades,
a brilliant and complex traitor, who did much to lead Athens
into the disastrous expedition against Syracuse which destroyed
her strength, who betrayed her to the Spartans, and who was
at last assassinated while on his way to the Persian court to
contrive mischief against Greece. These latter pupils were not
the only young men of promise whose vulgar faith and patriotism
Socrates destroyed, to leave nothing in its place. His most
inveterate enemy was & certain Anytus, whose son, a devoted
disciple of Socrates, had become a hopeless drunkard. Through
AnY‘f“8 ’}t was that Socrates was at last prosecuted for “cor-
E“Pm.’g the youth of Athens, and condemned to death by

rinking & poisonous. dranght made from hemlock (399 B.0.).

His death is desoribed with great beauty in the dislogne of

Plato called by the name of Phedo. .
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. §83
Plato and the Academy.

Plato was born 427 B.0., and he lived for eighty years.

In mental temperament Plato was of an altogether different
type from Socrates. He was a most artistio and delicate writer,
and Socrates could write nothing consecutive. He cared for
beautiful things, and Socrates despised them. He was supremely
concerned with the ordering of public affairs and the scheming
of happier human relationships, while Socrates, heedless of
heat and cold and the opinjon of his fellow-oreatures, concen-
trated his mind upon & serene disillusionment. Life, said
Socrates, was deception; only the Soul lived. Plato had a very
great affection for this rugged old teacher, he found his method
of the utmost value in disentangling and cledring up opinions,
and he made him the central figure of his immortal dialogues;
but his own thoughts and disposition twrned him altogether
away from the sceptical attitude. In many of.the dialogues
tlflePE)ice is the voioce of Socrates, but the thought is the thought

o to. :

Plato was living in a time of doubt and questigning about
all human relationships. In the great days of Pericles, before
450 B.0., there seems to have been a complete satisfaction in
" Athens with sooial and political institutions. Then there
seemed no reason for questioning. Men felt free; the community
prospered; one suffered chiefly from jealousy. The History of
. . Herodotus displays little or no dissatisfaction with Athenian
' -political institutions. :

But Plato, who was born about the time Herodotus died,
and who grew up in the atmosphere of a disastrous war and great
social distress and confusion, was from the first face to face

with human discord and the misfit of human institutions, To
that ohallenge his mind responded. One of his earlier works
and his latest are bold and penetrating discussions of the possible
betterment of social relations. Socrates had taught him to take
nothing for granted, not even the common relations of husband
and wife or parent and child. His Republic, the first of all
Utopian books, is a young man’s dream of a city in which
human life is arranged according to & mnovel and a better
plan; his last, unfinished work, the Laws, is & disoussion of
the regulation of another such Utopia. There is much in Plato
at which we cannot even glance here, but it is a lJandmark
in this history; it is a new thing in the development of man-
kind, this appearance of the idea of wilfully and completely
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recasting human conditions. So far mankind has been living
by traditions under the fear of the gods. Here is & man who
says boldly to our race, and as if it were a quite reasonable and
natural thing to say, “Take hold of your lives. Most of these
things that distress you, you can avoid; most of these things
that dominate you, you can overthrow. You can do as you
will with them.”

One other thing besides the conflicts of the time perhaps
gtimulated the mind of Plato in this direction. In the days of
Pericles Athens had founded many settlements overseas, and
the setting up of these settlements had familiarized men with
the idea that & community need not grow, it could also be made.

Closely associated with Plato ‘was a younger man, who later
also maintained & school in Athens and lived to'an even greater
age. This was Isocrates. He was what we should call a pub-
licist, & writer rather than an orator, and his peculiar work was
to develop the idea of Herodotus, the idea of a unification of
Greece against the Persian Empire, as & remedy for the baseness
and confusion of her politics and the waste and destruction of
her internecine wars. His political horizon was in some respects
broader than Plato’s, and in his later years he looked towards
monarchy, and particularly towards the Macedonian monarchy
of Philip, as a more unifying and broadening method of govern-
ment than city democracy. The same drift to monarchist ideas
had occurred in the case of that Xenophon, whose Anabasis
we have already mentioned. In his old age Xenophon wrote the
Cyropadia, a ‘‘vindication both theoretically and practically .
of absolute monarchy as shown in the organization of the Persian
Empire.”

§4
Aristotle and the Lyceum.

Plato taught in the Academy. To him in his old age came
a certain good-looking youngster from Stagira in Macedonia,
Aristotle, who was the son of the Macedonian king’s physician,
and a man with a very different type of mind from that of the
great Athenion., He was naturally sceptical of the imaginative
will, and with a great respect for and comprehension of estab-
lished fact. Later on, after Plato was dead, he set up a school
at the Lyceum in Athens sud teught, criticizing Plato snd
Soorates With a certain hardness. When he taught, the shadow
of Alexander the Great lay across the freedom of Greece, and
he favoured slavery and constitutionsl kings. He had previovsly





