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an eagles. A community of big fi‘fh men i&_; a.ln;ost
gll::vi}.:’:l?lly prodtglctive of portra.itm_'e, a.n.d the vividly individualized
portrait-bust or statue reached its highest devqlopments under
the later Republic and the early Ceesars. Painting also con-
tinued full of vitality. The fortunate accident of the destl.'uctlon
and preservation of Pompeii and Herculaneum by Vesuvius has
enabled the modern world to appreciate the abundance, variety
and beauty of pictorial art in the first century a.p. _ These
places were the resorts of rich but by no means pre-eminently
rich people, and the wealth of pleasant things they contain gives
us the measure of the finer work that is now lost to us. .

Another type of work in which the early Roman Empire
outshone any preceding phase of civilization was the mosaic.
Glasswork was also carried to new levels of beauty, chiefly by
Greek and Oriental workmen. .

With the misfortunes and disorders thet closed in upon the
western Roman Empire at the end of the second century A.p.,
& check came to much of its artistic productivity. Portraltgre
continued; architecture revived again, but after the_ third
century the fluent naturalism of much of the sculpture stiffened
under Oriental influences.

4 Certain Dullness of the Roman Imagination.

We -have already shown reason for our statement that the
Roman imperial system was a very unsound political growth
indeed. It is absurd to write of its statecraft; it had none.

At its best it had a bureaucratic administration which kept the

Ppeace of the world for & time and failed altogether to seoure it.

Let us note here the main fectors in its failure.
The clue to all its failure lies in the absence of any free mental
activity and any organization for the increase, development,

and application of knowledge. It respected wealth and it
despised science,

It gave government to the rich, and imagined
that wise men coul

d be bought and bargained for in the slave
markets when they were needed. It was, therefore, a ¢
ignorant and unim

olossally
aginative empire. It foresaw nothing,

It had no strategic foresight, because it wag blankly ignorant
of geography and ethnology. It knew nothing of the conditions
of Russia, Central Asia, and the Eagst, It was content to keep
the Rhine and Danube as its boundaries, anq o e no effort
to Romanize G_‘rerma,ny. But we need only look at the map of
Europe and Asia showing the Romap Empire to gee that g willing
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and incorporated Germany was absolutely essential to the life
and security of Western Europe. Excluded, Germany became
a wedge that needed only the impact of the Hunnish hammer to
split up the whole system.

Moreover, this neglect to push the boundaries northward
to the Baltic left that sea and the North Sea as a region of
experiment and training and instruction in seamanship for the
Northmen of Scandinsvia, Denmark, and the Frisian coast.
But Rome went on its way quite stupidly, oblivious to the growth
of a newer and more powerful piracy in the north.

The same unimaginative quality made the Romans leave
the seaways of the Mediterranean undeveloped. When presently
the barbarians pressed down to the warm water, we read of no
swift transport of armies from Spain or Africa or Asia to the
rescue of Italy and the Adriatic coasts. Instead, we see the
Vandals becoming masters of the western Mediterranean withou
so much as a naval battle. .

The Romans had been held at the Euphrates by an array -
of mounted archers. It was clear that as the legion was organized
it was uscless in wide open country, and it should have been
equally clear that sooner or later the mounted nomads of East
Germany, South Russia or Parthia were bound to try conclusions '
with the empire. But the Romans, two hundred years after .
Ceesar’s time, were still marching about, the same drilled and
clanking cohorts they had always been, easily ridden round
and shot to pieces. The empire had learnt nothing even: from
Carrhe.

The incapacity of the Roman imperialism for novelty in
methods of transport egain is amazing. It was patent that
their power and unity depended upon ‘the swift movement of
troops and supplies from one part of the empire to anotl;er.
The republic made magnificent roads; the empire never im-
proved upon them. Four hundred years before the Antonines,
Hero of Alexandria had made the first steam-engine. Beautiful
records of such beginnings of science were among the negleoted
treasures of the rich men’s libraries throughout the imperial
domains. They were seed lying on stony ground. The armies
and couriers of Marcus Aurelius drudged along the roads exactly
:ﬁ the armies of Scipio Africanus had done three centuries before

em.

The Roman writers were always lamenting the ei?eminwy
of the age. It was their favourite cant. They recognized tha.:
the free men of the forest and steppes and desert were haf,ru‘::.l
and more desperate fighters than their citizens, but the na
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corollary of developing the industrial power of their accumula-
tions of population to make a countervailing equipment never
entered their heads. Instead, they took the barbarians into
their legions, taught them the arts of war, marched them about
theemph'e,andretnmedthem,withtheirlensonwelllenmt.
to their own people.
+In view of these obvious negligences, it is no wonder that
the ‘Romans disregarded that more subtle thing, the soul ‘of
the empire, altogether, and made no effort to teach or train or
win its common people into any conscious participation with
its 1 . ining would, indeed, have run
counter to all the ideas of the rich men and the imperial officials.
They had made a tool of religion; science, literature, and educa-
tion they had entrusted to the care of slaves, who were bred
and trained and sold like dogs or horses; ignorant, pompous,
and base, the Roman adventurers of finance and property, who
created the empire, lorded it with a sense of the utmost security,
- while their destruction gathered withount the empire and within.
By the second and third centuries 4.p. the overtaxed and
ovel"la:rained imperial machine was already staggering towards
its downfall.

§5
The Stir of the Great Plains,

Apdnowitisneoessary,ifwearetounderstandolearlythe
true situation of the Roman Empire, to turn our eyes to the
world beyond its northern and eastern borders, the world of the
plains, that stretches with scarcely a break from Holland a0ross

; yandRussiatbtbemountainsofCentralAsiaandMon—
gol.u,andtogivoalittleattentiontothepmllelempirein
China that was now consolidating and developing a far tougher
andmo:genduﬁngmomlandinﬁelhotulunitythmtheRomm
"el"‘f:mm Mr. E. H. Parker

is Practice,” says Mr. E, H, , “even amongst
ourmo-thighlyedmtedmeninEurope.todeliverlom
sentences, about being ‘masters of the world,’ ‘bringing a])
mhonsoftheearthunderhersway,’andsoon,wlleninreality
only some corner of the Mediterranean is involved, or some
ephemeral sally into Persia and Gaul, Cyrus. and Alexander
Dariusam_lXerxes,GuurandPompey,allmndeveryintem'
ingexours}om.buttheywereoethinlynotonulugermlgor
charged with greater human interest than the

were going on &b the other end of Asia, Wmﬁ;ﬁ
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possessed much in art and science for which China never cared,
but, on the other hand, the Chinese developed a historical and
critical literature, a courtesy of demeanour, a luxury of clothing,
end an administrative system of which Europe might have
been proud. In one word, the history of the Far East is quite
as interesting as that of the Far West. It only requires to be
able to read it. When we brush away contemptuously from our
notice the tremendous events which took place on the plains of
Tartary, we must not blame the Chinese too much for not in-
teresting themselves in the doings of what to them appear in-
significant states dotted round the Mediterranean and Caspian,
which, at this time, was practically all the world of which we
knew in Europe.”’1 )

We have already mentioned the name of Shi-Hwang-Ti,
who consolidated an empire much smaller, indeed, than the
present limits of China, but still very great and populous,
spreading from the valleys of the Hwang-ho and the Yang-
tse-kiang. He became king of Ts’in in 246 B.c. and emperor
in 220 3B.0., and he reigned until 210 B.0., and during this third
of & century he effected much the same work of consolidation
that Augustus Camsar carried out in Rome two centuries later.
At his death there was dynastic trouble for four years, and then
(206 B.0.) a fresh dynasty, the Han, established itself and ruled
for two hundred and twenty-nine years. The opening quarter
century of the Christian era was troubled by a usurper; then
what is called the Later Han Dynasty recovered power and
ruled for another century and & half until China, in the time of
the Antonines, was 8o devastated by an eleven-year pestilence
as to fall into disorder. This same pestilence, we may note,
also helped to produce a century of confusion in the Western
world (see § 1). But altogether, until this happened, for more
then four hundred years, Central China was generally at peace,
and on the whole well governed, a cycle of strength and pros-
perl}’»g unparalleled by anything in the experience of the Western
world.

Only the first of the Han monarchs continued the policy of
Shi-Hwang-Ti against the literati. His successor restored the
classics, for the old separatist tradition was broken, and in
the uniformity of learning throughout the empire lay, he saw
the cement of Chinese unity. While the Roman world wag still
blind to the need of any universal mental organization, the Han
emperors were setting up a unifo.rm system of education and of
literary degrees throughout China that has maintained the

1 E. H. Parker, 4 Thousand Years of the Tartars.
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intellectual solidarity of that great and always expanding country
into modern times. The bureaucrats of Rome were of the most
miscellaneous origins and traditions; the bureaucrats of China
were until recently made in the same mould, all members of one
tradition. Since the Han days China has experienced great
vicissitudes of political fortune, but they have never changed
her fundamental character; she has been divided, but she has
always recovered her unity; she has been conquered, and she
has always absorbed ayd assimilated her conquerors.

But from our present point of view, the most important
consequences of this consolidation of China under Shi-Hwang-Ti
and the Hans was in its reaction upon the unsettled tribes of
the northern and western border of China. Throughout the
disordered centuries before the time of Shi-Hwang-Ti, the
Hiung-nu or Huns had occupied Mongolia and large portions of
Northern China, and had raided freely into China and interfered
freely in Chinese politics. The new power and organization of
the Chinese civilization began to change this state of affairs for
good and all.

We have already, in our first account of Chinese beginnings,
noted the existence of these Huns. It is necessary now to
explain briefly who and what they were. Even in using this
word Hun as a general equivalent for the Hiung-nu, we step on
to controversial ground. In our accounts of the develppment
of the Western world we have had occasion to name . the
Scythians, and to explain the difficulty of distinguishing clearly
between Cimmerians, Sarmatians, Medes, Persians, Parthians,
Goths, and other more or less nomadic, more or less Aryan
peoples who drifted to and fro in a great arc between the Danube
and Central Asia. While sections of the Aryans were moving
south and acquiring and developing civilization, these other
Aryan peoples were developing mobility and nomadism; they
were learning the life of the tent, the wagon, and the herd. They
were learning also to use milk as a food basis, and were probably
becoming less agricultural, less disposed to take even snatch
crops, than they had been. Their development was being
aided by & slow change in climate that was replacing the swamps
and forests and parklands of South Russia and Central Asia
by steppes, by wide grazing lands that is, which favoured &
healthy, unsettled life, and necessitated an annual movement
between summer and winter pasture.

‘These peoples had only the lowest political forms; they -
split up, they mingled together; the various races had lde.mfl?a‘l
social habits: and 50 it is that the difficulty, the impossibility
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of sharp distinctions between them arises. Now the case of the
Mongolian races to the north and north-west of the Chinese
civilization is very parallel. There can be little doubt that the
Hiung-nu, the Huns, and the later people called the Mongols,
were all very much the same people, and that the Turks and
Tartars presently branched off from this same drifting Mon-
golian population. Kalmucks and Buriats are later develop-
ments of the same strain. Here we shall favour the use of the
word “Hun” as a sort of general term for these tribes, just as
we have been free and wide in our use of “Scythian™ in the
West. '
The consolidetion of China was a very serious matter for
these Hunnish peoples. Hitherto their overflow of population
had gone adventuring southward into the disorders of divided
China as water goes into a sponge. Now they found a wall
built against them, a firm government, and disciplined armies
cutting them off from the grass plains, And though the wall
held them back, it did not hold back the Chinese. They were
increasing and multiplying through these centuries of peace,
and as they increased and multiplied, they spread steadily with
house and plough wherever the soil permitted. They spread
westward into Tibet and northward and north-westwardly,
perhaps to the edge of the Gobi desert. They spread into the
homes and pasturing and hunting-grounds of the Hunnish nomads,
exactly. gs the white people of the United States spread westward
into the hunting-grounds of the Red Indians. And in spite
of raid and massacre, they were just as invincible because they
had the pressure of numbers and & strong avenging government
behind them. Even without the latter support, the cultivating
civilization of China has enormous powers of permeation and
extension. It has spread slowly and continuously for three
thousand years. Itis spreading in Manchuria and Siberia to-day.
It roots deeply where it spreads. : .
artly the Huns were civilized and assimilated by the Chinege,

The more northerly Huns were checked and their superabundang
energies were turned westward. The southern Hung were
merged into the imperial population. :

1f the reader will examine the map of Central Asia, he will
see that very great mountain barriers separate y
Western, and Eastern peoples of Asia. (But he
of forming his ideas from a map upon- Mercator’s Projection
which enormously exaggerates the areas and distances of Northern,
Asia and Biberia.) He will find that from the

. central .
masses three g;gat mountain systems radiate P mou;m-,:a,;
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Himalayas going south-eastward, south of Tibet, the Kuen
Lun eastward, north of Tibet, ana the Thien Shan north-eastward
to join the Altai mountains. Further to the north is the great
plain, still steadily thawing and drying. Between the Thien
Shan and the Kuen Lun is an area, the Tarim Basin (= roughly
Eastern Turkestan), of rivers that never reach the gea, but end
in swamps and intermittent lakes. This basin was much more
fertile in the past than it is now. The mountain barrier to the
west of this Tarim Basin is high, but not forbidding; there are
many practicable routes downward into Western Turkestan, and
it is possible to travel either along the northern foothills of the
Kuen Lun or by the Tarim valley westward from China to
Kashgar (where the roads converge), and so over the mountains
to Kokand, Samarkand, and Bokhara, Here then is the natural
meeting-place in history of Aryan and Mongolian. Here or round
by the sea. . _

- We have already noted how Alexander the Great came to
one gide of the barrier in 329 B.0. High among the mountains
of Turkestan a lake preserves his name. Indeed, so living is
the tradition of his great raid, that almost any stone ruin in
Central Asia is still ascribed to “Iskander.” After this brief
glimpse, the light of history upon this region fades again, and
when it ‘becomes bright once more it is on the eastern and not
upon the western side.

Far away to the east Shi-Hwang-ti had routed the Huns
and twalled them out of China proper. A portion of these people
remained in the north of China, a remnant which was destined to
smalgamate with Chinese life under the Hans, but a considerable
section had turned westward and (second and first centuries B.0.)
driven before them a kindred people called the Yueh-Chi, driving
them from the eastern to the western extremity of the Kuen Lun,
and at last right over the barrier into the once Aryan region
of Western Turkestan. These Yueh-Chi conquered the slightly
Hellenized kingdom of Bactria, and mixed with Aryan people
there. Later on these Yueh-Chi became, or were merged with
Aryan elements, into a people called the Indo-Scythians, who
went on down the Khyber Pass and conquered northern portions
of India as far as Benares (a.n. 100-150), wiping out the lagt
vestiges olf Hellela:ls'; rule in India.

This big sp over of the Mongolian races westw. '
probably not the firet of such splashes, but it is the first 1:,?,,33
splash. In the rear of the Yueh-Chi were the Huns, and in
the rear of the Huns and turning them now northward wag
the vigorous Han Dynasty of China. In the reign of the greatest
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of the Han monarchs, Wu-Ti (140-86 B.0.), the Huns had been
driven northward out of the whole of Eastern Turkesten or
subjugated, the Tarim Basin swarmed with Chinese settlers, and
caravans were going over westward with silk and lacquer and
jade to trade for the gold and silver of Armenia and Rome.

The splash over of the Yueh-Chi is recorded, but it is fairly
evident that much westward movement of sections of the Hunnish
peoples is not recorded. From 200 B.0. to A.D. 200 the Chinese
Empire maintained a hard, resolute, advancing front towards
nomadism, and the surplus of the nomads drifted steadily west.
There was no such settling down behind a final frontier on the
part of the Chinese as we see in the case of the Romans at the
Rhine and Danube. The drift of the nomads before this Chinese
thrust, century by century, turned southward at first towards
Bactria. The Parthians of the first century B.0. probably
mingled Scythian and Mongolian elements. The “singing
arrows” that destroyed the army of Crassus came, it would
geem, originally from the Altai and the Thien Shan. After
the first century B.c. the line of greater attraction and least
resistance lay for a time towards the north of the Caspian. In
& century or so all the country known as Western Turkestan was
“Mongolized,” and so it remains to this day. A second great
thrust by China began about 4.p. 75, and accelerated the west-
ward drift of the nomads. In 102, Pan Chau, & Chinese general,
was sending explorers from his advanced camp upon the Caspian
(or as some authorities say, the Persian Gulf) to learn particulars
of the Romen power. But their reports decided him mot-to
proceed. S

By the first century A.n. nomadic Mongolian peoples were in
evidence upon the eastern boundaries of Europe, already greatly
mixed with Nordic nomads and with uprooted Nordic elements
from the Caspian-Pamir region. There were Hunnish peoples
established between the Caspian Sea and the Urals. West of
them were the Alans, probably also s Mongolian people with
Nordic elements; they had fought against Pompey the Great
when he was in Armenia in 65 B.0. These were as yet the farthest
westward peoples of the new Mongolian advance, and they made
no further westward push until the fourth century a.p. To the
north-west the Finns, a Mongolien people, had long been estab-
lished as far west as the Baltio. .

_ West of the Huns, beyond the Don, there were purely Nordie

tribes, the Goths. These Goths had spread south-eastward from
their region of origin in Scandinavis. They were a Teutonso
people, and we have already marked them-crossing the Baltio
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in the map we have given of the earlier distribution of the Aryan-
speaking people. These Goths continued to move south-eastward
across Russia, using the rivers and never forgetting their Baltic
watercraft, No doubt they assimilated much Scythian popula- -
tion as they spread down to the Black Sea. In the first century
A.D. they were in two main divisions, the Ostrogoths, the east
Goths, who were between the Don and the Dnieper, and the
Visigoths, or West Goths, west of the Dnieper. During the first
century there was quiescence over the great plains, but popula-
tion was accumulating and the tribes were fermenting. The
second and third centuries seem to have been a phase of com-
paratively moist seasons and abundant grass. Presently, in
the fourth and fifth centuries, the weather grew drier and the
grass became scanty and the nomads stirred afresh.

But it is interesting to note that in the opening century of
the Christian era, the Chinese Empire was strong enough to
expel and push off from itself the surplus of this Mongolian
nomadism to the north of it, which presently conquered North
Indis and gathered force and mingled with Aryan nomadism, and
fell at last like an avalanche upon the weak-backed Roman Empire.

Before we go on to tell of the blows that now began to fall
upon the Roman Empire, and of the efforts of one or two great
men to arrest the collapse, we may say a few words about the
habits and quality of these westward-drifting barbaric Mongolian
peoples, who were now spreading from the limits of China to-
wards the Black and Baltic Seas. It is still the European custom
to follow the lead of the Roman writers and write of these Huns
and ‘their associates as of something incredibly destructive and
cruel.- But such accounts as we have from the Romans were
written in periods of panie, and the Roman could lie about his
enemies with o freedom and vigour that must arouse the ep
even of the modern prgpagm;disi. vy

He could talk of “Punic faith” agsa b ord for pe i
committing the most abominable treaohz::es againgtrf(i)?;tgalidg:
and his railing accusations of systematic cruelty againgt this’
people or thet were usually the prelude and excuse for some
- frightful massacre or enslavement or robbery on his own art

He had quite a modern passion for self-justification, We 11;1 t
remember that these accounts of the savagery and frightfulnus
of the Huns came from a people whose chief amusement n?ss
gladiatorial shows, and whose chief method of dealing M:’E
insurrection and sedition was nailing the offender tq g cross to
die. From first to last the Roman Empire

. must have ki
hundreds of thousands of men in that way, A large port;ilf)lxil ﬁ
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the population of this empire that could complain of the bar-’
barism of its assailants consisted of ‘slaves subject practically
to almost any lust or caprice at the hands of their owners. It
is'well to bear these facts in mind before we mourn the"ﬁwariip'ing
of the Roman Empire by the barbarians as though it was an
extinction of all that is fine in life by all that is black and
ugly.

The facts seem to be that the Hunnish peoples were the
eastern equivalent of the primitive Aryans, and that, in spite of
their profound racial and linguistic differences, they mixed with
the nomadic and semi-nomadic residuum of the Aryan-speaking
races north of the Danube and Persia very easily and success-
fully, Instead of killing, they enlisted and intermarried with
the peoples they invaded. They had that necessary giit for
all peoples destined to political predominance—tolerant assimila-
tion. They came rather later in time and their nomadic life
was more highly developed than that of the primitive Aryans.
The primitive Aryans were s forest and ox-wagon people who took
to the horse later. The Hunnish peoples had grown up with
the horse. Somewhen about 1,200 or 1,000 years B.0. they
began to ride the horse. The bit, the saddle, the stirrup, these
are not primitive things, but they are necessary if man and
horse are to keep going for long stretches. It is well to bear in
mind how modern a thing is riding. Altogether man has not
been in the saddle for much more than three thousand.years.
We have already noted the gradual appearance of the war-
chariot, the mounted man, and finally of disciplined cavalry
in this history. It was from the Mongolian regions of Asfa that
these things came. To this day men in Central Asia go rather
in the saddle than on their proper feet. Says Ratzel,®> “Strong,
long-necked horses are found in enormous numbers on the steppes,
For Mongols and Turcomans riding is not a luxury; even the
Mongol shepherds tend their flocks on horseback. Children are
taught to ride in early youth; and the boy of three years old
often takes his first riding-lesson on a safe child’s saddle and
makes quick progress.”

It is impossible to suppose that the Huns and the Alans could
have differed very widely in character from the present nomads
of the steppe regions, and nearly all observers are agreed in
degoribing these latter as open and pleasant people. They
are thoroughly honest and free-spirited. *“The character of
the herdsmen of Central Asia,” says Ra,tzel,z “whén unadulber&wd!

1 8ee Roger Pocock, Horaes, a very interesting and picturesque Little book

! The History of Mankind, book v,y:0:°.
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is ponderous eloguence;. frankness, rough good-nature, pride,
but also indolence, irritability, and a tendency to vindictiveness.
Their faces show a considerable share of frankness combined
with ‘amusiing naiveté. . . . Their courage is rather a sudden
blaze of ‘pugnacity than cold boldness. Religious fanaticism
they have none. Hospitality is universal.” This is not an
entirely disagreeable picture. Their personal bearing, he says -
further, is quieter and more dignified than that of the townsmen
of Turkestan and Persia. Add to this that the nomadioc life
prevents any great class inequalities or any extensive develop-
ment of slavery.

Of course, these peoples out of Asia were totally illiterate
and artistically undeveloped. But we must not suppose, on
that account, that they were primitive barbarians, and that
their state of life was at the level from which the agricultural
civilization had long ago arisen, It was mot. They, too, had
developed, but they had developed along a different line, a line
with less intellectual complication, more personal dignity perhaps,
and certainly with a more intimate contact with wind and sky.

§o
The Western (true Roman) Empire Crumples Up.

The first serious irrnptions of the German tribes into the
Roman - Empire began in the third century with the decay of
the central power. We will not entangle the reader here with
the vexed and intricate question of the names, identity, and
inter-rélationships of the various Germanic tribes. Historians
find great difficulties in keeping them distinot, and these diffi.
oulties are enhanced by the fact that they themselves took little
care to keep distinct. 036 o

~ We find in A.p. 236 a people called the Franks resking
bounds upon the Lower Rhine, and another, the Alzmanm
pouring into Alsace. A much more serious push southward
was that of the Goths. We have already noted the presence
of these people in South Russia, and their division by the
D.nigp.er into Western‘and Eagtern Goths, They had become g
maritime people again upon the Black Sea—probably their
traditional migration from Sweden was along the waterways,
for it ii lsun meposaible ﬁt: row aBl;tiat, with only a few quite
practicable po 8, from the tio right ao ussia
either the Black or Caspian Sea—and nfie roes R to

command of the eastern seas from the oonttzl lt:fadl?.ome. the

They were presently raiding the shores of Greece. They
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also crossed the Datiube in a great land raid in 247, and defeated

-and killed the Emperor Decius in what is now Serbia. The
province of Dacia vanished from Roman history. In 270 they
were defeated at Nish in Serbia by Claudius, and in 276 they
wore ‘raiding Pontus. It is characteristic of the invertebrate
nature of the empire that the legions of Gaul found that the
most efiective method_@gf dealing with the Franks and the
Alamanni at this time ‘was by setting up & separate emperor in
Gaul and doing the job by themselves.

Then for a while the barbarians were held, and the Emperor
Probus in 276 forced the Franks and the Alamanni back over
the Rhine. But it is significant of the general atmosphere of
insecurity created by these raids that Aurelian (270-275) fortified
Rome, which had been an open and secure city for all the earlier

of the empire.

In A.p. 321 the Goths were again over the Danube, plunder-
ing what is now Serbia and Bulgaria. They were driven back
by Constantine the Great, of whom we shall have more to tell
in the next chapter. About the end of his reign (a.p. 337) the
Vandals, & people closely kindred to the Goths, being pressed
by them, obtained permission to cross the Danube into Pannonia,
which is now that part of Hungary west of the river.

But by the middle of the fourth century the Hunnish people
to the east were becoming aggressive again. They had long
subjugated the Alani, and now they made the Ostrogoths, the
east Goths, tributary. The Visigoths (or west Goths) followed
the example of the Vandals, and made arrangements to cross

the Danube into Roman toiritory. There was some dispute
upon the terms of this settlement, and the Visigoths, growing
fierce, assumed the offensive, and at Adrianople defeated the
Emperor Valens, who was killed in this battle, They were then
allowed to settle in what is now Bulgaria, and thei
nominally & Roman army, though they retained their own
chiefs, the foremost of whom was Alario. It exhibits the com-
plete “barbarization” of the Roman empire that had already
ocourred, that the chief opponent of Alaric the Goth, Stilicho
was & Pannonian Vandal. The legions in Gaul were unde;
the command ef & Frank, and the Emperor Theodosius
479-305) was & Spaniard chiefly supported by Gothio

The t;mpl‘xi'e was now s({l;ttmg finally into an

eaking) and & western (Latin-speaking) half, ° :
apreat was succeeded by his sons Arcadius at Theodo:lt‘-::oﬂi:
and Honorius at Ravenna. Alaric made a 3

o Puppet
monarch, and Stilicho of the western. Hunf p:ov:fﬁtrl;: m

I (emp.
auxiliaries.

eastern (Greek .-



THE CASARS BETWEEN SEA AND PLAINS 511

within the empire as auxiliary troops erlisted under Stilicho.
In this struggle of East and West, the frontier—if we can still
speak of & frontier between the unatithorized barbarian without
and the barbarian in employment withinzga{vev way. Fresh
Vandals, more Goths, Alans, Suevi, marched freely- westward
living upon the country. Amidst. this confusion ocourred a:
crowning event. Alaric the Goth marched down Italy, and
after a short siege captured Rome (410).

By 425 or so, the Vandals (whom originally we noted in
East Germany) and a portion of the Alani (whom we first men-
tioned in South-east Russia) had traversed Gaul and the Pyrenees,
and had amalgamated and settled in the south of Spain. There
were Huns in possession of Pannonia, and Goths in Dalmatia.
Into Bohemia and Moravia came and settled a Slavic people,
the Czechs (451). In Portugal and north of the Vandals in
Spain were Visigoths and Suevi. Gaul was divided among
Visigoths, Franks, and Burgundians. Britain was being invaded
by Low German tribes, the Jutes, Angles and Saxons, before
whom the Keltic British of the south-west were flying across
the sea to what is now Brittany in France. The usual date
given for this invasion is 449 but it was probably earlier. And
as the result of intrigues between two imperial politicians, the
Vandals of the south of Spain, under their king Genseric, embarked
en masse for North Africa (429), became masters of Carthage
(439) secured the mastery of the sea, raided, captured, and
pillaged Rome (455), crossed into Sicily, and set up & kingdom
in West Sicily, which endured there for a hundred years (up to
534). At the time of its greatest extent (477) this Vandal
kingdom included also Corsica, Sardinia, and the Balearic Isles,
as well as much of North Africa.

About this Vandal kingdom facts and figures are given
that show very clearly the true nature of these barbarian
irruptions. They were not really the conquest and replace-
ment of one people or race by another; what happened was
something very different, it was a social revolution started
and masked by a superficial foreign conquest. The whole
Vandal nation, men, women, and children, that came from
Spain to Africa, for example, did not number more than eighty
.t];oafa‘nd souls. We know this because we have particulars
(I)) SZh transport problem. In their struggle for North Africa,

r. Senurtz tells ug,1 “there is no trace of any serious resistancd
tﬁﬁertleld by the inhabitants; Boniface (the Roman governor,
orth Africa) had defended Hippo with Gothio mercenarie®

11n Helmolt's History of the World.
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while the native population lent no appreciable assistance, and
the nomad tribes of the country either adopted & dubious attitude
or availed themselves of the difficulties of the Roman governor
to make .attacks and engage in predatory expeditions. This
demoralization resulted from social conditions, which had
perhaps developed more unfavourably in Africa than in other
parts of the Roman Empire. The free peasants had long ago -
become the serfs of the great landed proprietors, and were
little superior in position to the masses of slaves who were every-
where to be found. And the great landowners had become
in their turn easy victims of the policy of extortion followed by
unscrupulous governors to an increasingly unprecedented extent
in proportion as the dignity of the imperial power sank lower.
No man who had anything to lose would now take a place in the
senate of the large towns, which had once been the goal of the
ambitious, for the senators were required to make up all de-
ficiencies in the revenue, and such deficiencies were now frequent
and considerable. . . . Bloody insurrections repeatedly broke
out, always traceable ultimately to the pressure of taxation. . . .”

Manifestly the Vandals came in as a positive relief to such a
system. They exterminated the great landowners, wiped out
all debts to Roman moneylenders, and abolished the last vestiges
of military service. The oultivators found themselves better
oft; the minor officials kept their places; it was not so much a
conquest as a liberation from an intolerable deadlock.

It was while the Vandals were still in Africa that a great
leader Attila, arose among the Huns. The seat of his govern-
ment was in the plains east of the Danube. For a time he
swayed a considerable empire of Hunnish and Germanic tribes,
and his rule stretched from the Rhine into Central Asia. He
negotiated on equal terms with the Chinese emperor. He bullied
Ravenna and Constantinople for ten years. Honoria, the grand-
daughter of Theodosius II, Emperor of the Eastern empire, one
of those passionate young ladies who cause so much trouble in
the world, having been put under restraint because of a love
effair with a court chamberlain, sent her ring to Attile and
called upon him to be her husband and deliverer. He was also
urged to attack the Eastern empire by Genseric the Vandal
who was faced by an alliance of the Western and Eastern emperors’
He raided sout_hward to the very walls of Consta.ntinople com:'
pletely destroying, says Gibbon, seventy cities in his ’gress.
and forcing upon the emperor an onerous peace, which ap tly
did not involve the liberation of Honoria to her herg paren

At this distance of time we are unable to guess at .the motives



THE CZSARS BETWEEN SEA AND PLAINS 513

for this omission. Attila continued to speak of her as his affianced
bride, and to use the relationship as a pretext for aggressions.
In the subsequent negotiations a certain Priscus accompanied
an embassy to the camp of the Hunnish monarch,  and
the fragments that still survive of the narrative he wrote-give
us a glimpse of the camp and way of living of the great
conqueror. -

The embassy was itself a curiously constituted body. Its
head was Maximin, an honest diplomatist who went in good
faith. Quite unknown to him and, at the time to Priscus, Vigilius,
the interpreter of the expedition, had also a secret mission
from the court of Theodosius which was to secure by bribery
the assassination of Attila. The little expedition went by way
of Nish; it crossed the Danube in canoes, dug out of a single tree,
and it was fed by contributions from the villages on the route.
Differences in dietary soon attracted the attention of the envoys.
Priscus mentions mead in the place of wine, millet for corn, and
a drink either distilled! or brewed from barley. The journey
through Hungary will remind the reader in many of its incidents
of the journeys of travellers in Central Africa during the Victorian

eriod. The travellers were politely offered temporary wives.

Attila’s capital was rather a vast camp and village than
a town. There was only one building of stone, a bath con-
structed on the Roman model. The mass of the people were
in huts and tents; Attila and his leading men lived in timber
palaces in great stockaded enclosures with their numerous wives
and ministers about them. There was a vast display of loot,
but Attila himself affected a nomadic simplicity; he was served
in wooden cups and platters, and never touched bread. He
worked hard, kept open court before the gate of his palace, and was
commonly in the saddle. The primitive custom of both Aryans
~ and Mongols of holding great feasts in hall still held good, and

there was much hard drinking, Priscus describes how bards
chanted before Attila. They ‘“recited the verses which they
had composed, to celebrate his valour and his victories. A
profound silence prevailed in the hall, and the attention of the
guests was captivated by the vocal harmony, which revived
and perpetuated the memory of their own exploits; a martial
ardour flashed from the eyes of the warriors who were impatient
for battle; and the tears of the old men expressed their generous
despair, that they could no longer partake of the danger and
glory of the field. This entertainment, which might be con-
sidered as a school of military virtue, was succeeded by & farce

1 Gibbon,
a
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that debased the d‘ignity of human nature. A Moorish and
Scythian buffoon successively excited the mirth of the rude
spectators by their deformed figures, ridiculous dress, antio
gestures, absurd speeches, and the strange, unintelligible con-
fusion of the Latin, the Gothic and the Hunnish languages,
.and the hall resounded with loud and licentious peals of laughter.
In the midst of this intefmperate riot, Attila alone, without change
of countenance, maintained his steadfast and inflexible gravity.” !

Fhe EASTERN ROMAN EMPIRE circa 500AD.
when Theodorme uns ki
a‘%? Ty & Sietly , 8 novs

DA

H

Although Attila was aware, through the confession of the
proposed assassin, of the secret work of Vigilius, he allowed this
embassy to return in safety, with presents of numerous horses
and the like, to Constantinople. Then he dispatched an am-
bassador to Theodosius II to give that monarch, as people say,

& piece of his mind. ‘“Theodosius,” said the envoy, “is the son
of an illustrious and respectable parent; Attila, likewise. is
descended from a noble race; and ke has ’

su i

actions, the dignity which he inherited from histI;;,c;;gt:;l ixlgiz‘;h]l:

But Theodosius has forfeited his parenta] honours, and, by

consenting to pay tribute, has degraded himself to the cond:tion

or & slave. It is therefore just that he should reverence the
1 Gibbon,

Y
N
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man whom fortune and merit have placed above him; instead of
attempting, like a wicked slave, clandestinely to conspire against
his master.” : : ,

This straightforward bullying was met by abject submission.
The emperor sued for pardon, and paid & great ransom.

In 451 Attila declared war on the Western empire. He
invaded Gaul. So far as the imperial forces were concerned,
he had things all his own way, and he sacked most of the towns
of France as far south as Orleans. Then the Franks and Visi-
goths and the imperial forces united against him, and a great
and obstinate battle at Troyes (461), in which over 150,000 men
were killed on both sides, ended in his repulse and saved Europe
from a Mongolian overlord. This disaster by no means exhausted
Attila’s resources. He turned his attention southward, and
overran North Italy. He burnt Aquileia and Padua, and looted
Milan, but he made peace at the entreaty of Pope Leo I. He
died in 4563. . . . o
" Hereafter the Huns, so far as that name goes in Europe, -the
Huns of Attila, disappeared out of history. They dissolve into
the surrounding populations. They were probably already
much mixed, and rather Aryan than Mongolian. They did not
become, as one might suppose, the inhabitants of Hungary,
though they have probably left many descendants there. About
a hundred years after came another Hunnish or mixed people,
the Avars, out of the east into Hungary, but these were driven
out eastward again by Charlemagne in 791-6. The Magyars,
the modern Hungarians, came westward later. They were a
Turko-Finnish people. The Magyar is a language belonging to
the Finno-Ugrian division of the Ural-Altaic tongues. The
Magyars were on the Volga about 550. They settled in Hun-
gary about 900. . . . But we are getting too far on in our story,
. and we must return to Rome.

) In 493 Theodorie, a Goth, became King of Rome, but already

for seventeen years there had been no Romen emperor. So it
was in utter social decay and collapse that the great slave-
holding *world-ascendancy” of the God-Cwsars and the rich

men of Rome came to an end.

The Eastern (revived Hellenic) Empire,
But though throughout the whole of Western Eﬂl‘Ol;;o:'g’g

North Africa the Roman imperial svstem had couapsed
credit had vanished, luxury I?produc{ion had ceased, and money
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was hidden, though creditors were going unpaid and slaves
masterless, the tradition of the Cesars was still being carried on
in Constantinople. We have already had occasion to mention
as two outstanding figures among the late Cmsars, Diocletian
(284) and Constantine the Great (312), and it was to the latter
of these that the world owes the setting up of a fresh imperial
‘centre at Constantinople, o

Very early during the imperial period the unsuitability of the
position of Rome as a world capital, due to the Roman failure
to use the sea, was felt. The destruction of Carthage and Corinth
had killed ‘tha shipping of the main Mediterranean sea-routes,
For a people who did not use the sea properly, having the
administrative centre at Rome meant that every legion, every
draft of officials, every order, had to travel northward for half the
length of Italy before it could turn east or west. Consequently
nearly all the more capable emperors set up their headquarters
at some subordinate centre in a more convenient position..
Sirmium (on the River Save), Milan, Lyons, and Nicomedia’
(in Bithynia) were among -such supplementary capitals. For
8 time, under Diocletian, Durazzo was the imperial capital.
Ravenna, near the head of the Adriatio, was the capital of the
last Roman emperors in the time of Alaric and Stilicho.

It was Constantine the Great who determined upon the
permanent transfer of .the centre of imperial power to the
Bosphorus. We have already noted the existence of the city
of Byzantium, which Constantm.e chose to develop into his
new capital. It played a part in the story of the intricate
Histizeus; it repulsed Philip of Macedon. If the reader will
examine its position, he will see that in the hands of & line of
capable emperors, and as the centre of g People with some
solidarity and spirit and seacraft (neither of which things was
vouchsafed to it), it was extraordinarily well placed. TIts

A alle
could have penetrated up the rivers to the heart of Rusa%a. &,ﬁ
outflanked every barbarian advance. It commanded practicable

trade routes to the east, and it was within a reasonable striking
distance of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and all the more
prosperous and civilized regions of the wor

Id at thag i
And even under the rule of a series of inept monarchs andpzlx':gd.
demoralized social conditions, the remains of the Roman Empi;lz.

centring at Constantinople held out for neay] a th

It was the manifest intention of Consta.n{ine tl?:sa?ga griirst.
Constontinople should be the centre of ap undivideq i
But having regard to the methods of travel empire.

available at the time, the geographical condiﬁozlgdogmﬁn:f:;:
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and Western Asia do not point to any one necessary centre of
government. If Rome faced westward instead of eastward, and
so failed to reach out beygnd the Euphrates, Constantinople, on
the other hand, was hopelessly remote from Gaul. The enfeebled
Mediterranean civilization, after a certain struggle for Italy,
did in fact let go of the west altogether and concentrated uponr
what were practically the central vestiges, the stump, of the
empire of Alexander. The Greek language resumed its sway,
which had never been very seriously undermined by the official
use of Latin. This “Eastern” or Byzantine empire is generally
spoken of as if it were a continuation of the Roman tradition.
It is really far more like a resumption of Alexander’s.

The Latin language had not the intellectual vigour behind it,
it had not the literature and the science, to make it & necessity
to intelligent men and so to maintain an ascendancy over the
Greek. For no language, whatever officialdom may do, can
impose itself in competition with another that can offer the
advantages of a great literature or encyclopsedic information.
Aggressive languages must bring gifts, and the gifts of Greek
were incomparably greater than the gifts of Latin. The Eastern
empire was from the beginnings of its separation Greek-speaking,
and a continuation, though a degenerate continuation, of the
Hellenic tradition. Its intellectual centre was no longer in Greece,
but Alexandria. Its mentality was no longer the mentality of
free-minded plain-speaking citizens, of the Stagirite Aristotle
and the Greek Plato; its mentality was the mentality of the
pedants and of men politically impotent; its philosophy was a
pompous evasion of real things, and its scientific impulse was
dead. Nevertheless, it was Hellenic and not Latin. The
Roman had come, and he had gone again. Indeed he had gone
very extensively from the west also. By the sixth century
A.D. the populations of Europe and North Africa had been stirred
up like sediment. When presently in the seventh and eighth
centuries the sediment begins to settle down again and popula--
tions begin to take on a definite localized character, the Roman
is only to be found by name in the region about Rome.

Over large parts of his Western empire we find changed and
coanging modifications of his Latin speech; in Gaul, where the
Frank is learning a (allic form of Latin and evolving French in
the process; in Italy, where, under the influence of Teutonic
invaders, the Lombards and Goths, Latin is being modified into
various Itslian dialects; in Spain aud Portugal, where it 18
becoming Spanish and Portuguese. The fundamental L‘m
of the languages in these regjons serves to remind U8





