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in general knew nothing) in America. The Northmen had no
Ilzzngia,nent settlement in America. Somewhere about 1,000
there was an attempt to settle in some part of America called
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re-embarked. No other Northmen settlement upon American
soil is recorded. In the twelfth century many of their sagas
began to be written down in Iceland. They saw the world in
terms of valiant adventure. They assailed the walrus, the
bear, and the whale. In their imaginations, a great and rich
city to the south, a sort of confusion of Rome and Byzantium,
loomed large. They called it “Miklagdrd™ (the great city—
compare Icelandic Miklabaer ““the great farm®) or Micklegarth.
The magnetism of Micklegarth was to draw the descendants of
these Northmen down into the Mediterranean by two routes,
by the west and also across Russia from the Baltic, as we shall
tell later. By the Russian route went also the kindred Swedes.

So long as Charlemagne and Egbert lived, the Vikings were
no more than raiders; but as the ninth century wore on, these
raids developed into organized invasions. In several districts
of England the hold of Christianity was by no means firm as yet.
In Mercia, in particular, the pagan Northmen found sympathy
and help. By 886 the Danes had conquered a fair part of England,
and the English king, Alfred the Great, had recognized their rule
over their conquests, the Dane-law, in the pact he made with
Guthrum their leader.

A little later, in 911, another expedition under Rolf the
Ganger established itself upon the coast of France in the region
that was known henceforth as Normandy (= Northman-dy).

But of how thers was presently a fresh conquest of England
by the Danes, and how finally the Duke of Normandy became
King of England, we cannot tell at any length. There were very
small racial and social differences between Angle, Saxon, Jute,
Dane, or Norman; and though these changes loom large in the
imaginations of the English, they are seen to be very slight
rufflings indeed of the stream of history when we measure them
by the standards of a greater world. .

The issue between Christianity and paganism vanished pres-
ently from the struggle. By the Treaty of Wedmore the Daneg
agreed to be baptized if they were assured of their conquests;
and the descendants of Rolf in Normandy were not merely’
Christianized, but they learnt to speak French from the more
civilized people about them, forgetting their own Norse tongue.
Of much greater significance in the history of mankind are the
relations of Charlemagnme with his neighbours to the south and
east, and fo the imperial tradition,
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§5

Charlemagne becomes Emperor of the West.

Through Charlemagne the tradition of the Roman Casar
was revived in Europe. The Roman Empire was dead and
decaying; the Byzantine Empire was far gone in decline; but
the education and mentality of Europe had sunken to a level
at which new creative political ideas were probably impossible.
In all Europe there survived not a tithe of the speculative vigour
that we find in the Athenian literature of the fifth century B.C.
There was no power to postulate a new occasion or to conceive
and organize a novel political method.

Official Christianity had long overlaid and accustomed itself
to ignore those strange teachings of Jesus of Nazareth from
which it had arisen. The Roman Church, clinging tenaciously
to its possession of the title of pontifexr mazimus, had long since
abandoned its appointed task of achieving the Kingdom of
Heaven. It was preoccupied with the revival of Roman ascen-
dancy on earth, which it conceived of as its inheritance., It hagd
become & political body, using the faith and needs of simple
men to forward its schemes. It clung to the tradition of the
Roman Empire and tv the idea that it was the natura] method
of European unity. REurope, in a series of attempts to restore
it, drifted towards a dreary imitation and revival of the mis-
conceived failures of the past.

Tor eleven centuries, from Charlemagne
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various temporal powers. We have already noted the spirit
of St. Augustine’s City of God. It was a hook which we know
Charlemagne read, or had read to him—for his literary accom-
plishments are rather questionable. He conceived of this
Christian Empire as being ruled and maintained in its orthodoxy
by some such great Ceesar as himself. He was to rule even the
Pope.

But at Rome the view talen of the revived empire differed
a little from that. There the view taken was that the Christian
Cesar must be anointed and guided by the Pope—who would
even have the power to excommunicate and depose him. Even
in the time of Charlemagne this divergence of view was apparent.
In the following centuries it became acute.

The idea of the revived Empire dawned only very gradually
upon the mind of Charlemagne. At first he was simply the
ruler of his father’s kingdom of the Franks, and his powers
were fully occupied in struggles with the Sexons and Bavarians,
and with the Slavs to the east of them, with the Moslem in Spain,
and with various insurrections in his own dominions. And as
the result of & quarrel with the King of Lombardy, his father-in-
law, he conquered Lombardy and North Italy. We have noted
the establishment of the Lombards in North Italy about 570
after the great pestilence, and after the overthrow of the East
Gothic kings by Justinian. These Lombards had always been
a danger and a fear to the Popes, and there had been an alliance
between Pope and Frankish King against them in the time
of Pepin. Now Charlemagne completely subjugated Lombardy
(774), sent his father-in-law to a monastery, and carried his
conquests beyond the present north-eastern boundaries of Italy
into Dalmatia in 776. In 781 he caused one of his sons, Pepin,
who did not outlive him, to be crowned King of Italy in Rome,

There was a new Pope, Leo III, in 795, who seems from the
first to have resolved to make Charlemagne emperor. Hithertq
the Court at Byzantium had possessed a certain indefinite
authority over the Pope. Strong emperors like Justinian hag
bullied the Popes and obliged them to come to Constantinople;
weak emperors had annoyed them ineffectively, The ides of
a breach, both secular and religious, with Constantinople had
long been entertained at the }I;aberan,l and in the Frankish power
there seemed to be just the support that i
Constantinople was tone defied. P was necessary if

So at his accession Leo III sent the keys of the tomb of

1The Lateran was the earlier palace of

spupied the Vatiean, the Popes in Rome. Later they
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St. Peter and a banner to Charlemagne as the symbols of his
sovereignty in Rome as King of Italy. Very soon the Pope
had to appeal to the protection he had chosen. He was un-
popular in Rome; he was attacked and ill-treated in the streets
during a procession, and obliged to fly to Germany (799).
Eginhard says his eyes were gouged out and his tongue cut off;
he seems, however, to have had both eyes and tongue again a
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emperor. He had had some idea of marrying the Empress
Irene, who at that time reigned in Constantinople, and so becoming
monarch of both Eastern and Western Empires. He was now
obliged to accept the title in the manner that Leo IIT had adopted,
as & gift from the Pope, and in a way that estranged Constan-
tinople and secured the separation of Rome from the Byzantine
Church. At first Byzentium was unwilling to recognize the
imperial title of Charlemagne. But in 811 a great disaster fell
upon the Byzantine Empire. The pagan Bulgarians, under
their Prince Krum (802-815), defeated and destroyed the armies
of the Emperor Nicephorus, whose skull became & drinking-
cup for Krum. The great pert of the Balkan peninsula was
conquered by these people. (The Bulgarian and the English
nations thus became established as political unities almost
simultaneously.) Affer this misfortune Byzantium did not
dispute this revival of the empire in the West, and in 812 Charle-
magne was formally recognized by Byzantine envoys as Emperor
and Augustus.

Thus the Empire of Rome, which had died at the hands of
Odoacer in 476, rose again in 800 as the *“Holy Roman Empire.”
While its physical strength lay north of the Alps, the centre of
its idea was Rome. It was, therefore, from the beginning a
divided thing of uncertain power, a claim and an argument rather
than & necessary reality. The German sword was always clatter-
ing over the Alps into Italy, and missions and legates toiling
over in the reverse direction. But the Germans could never
hold Italy permanently, because they could not stand the malaria
that the ruined, neglected, undrained country fostered. And in
Rome, as well as in several other of the cities of Italy, there
smouldered a more ancient tradition, the tradition of the aristo-
oratio republic, hostile to both Emperor and Pope.

§6é
The Personality of Charlemagne.,

In spite of the fact that we have a life of him written by
his contemporary, Eginhard,! the character and personality of
Char e are diffioult to visualize, Eginhard lacks vividness:
he tells many partioulars, but not the particulars that make &
man live again in the record. Charlemagne, he says, was &
tall man, with a rather feeble voioe; and he hag bright t;yes and
a long nose. ““The top of his head was roppg » whatever that
may mean, and his hair was “white,” Hg had a thick, rather

! Eginhard's Zife of Rarl the Qpeqy, (Glaister.)
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short neck, and “his belly too prominent.” He wore a tunic
with a silver border, and gartered hose. He had a blue cloak,
and was always girt with his sword, hilt and belt being of gold
and silver.

He was evidently a man of great activity—one imagines him
moving quickly—and his numerous love affairs did not interfere
ab 2ll with his incessant military and political labours. He had
numerous wives and mistresses. He took much exercise, was
fond of pomp and religious ccremonies, and gave generously.
He was a man of very miscellaneous activity and great intellectual
enterprise, and with a self-confidence that is rather suggestive
of William II, the ex-German Emperor—the last, perhaps for
ever, of this series of imitation Ceesars in Europe which Charle-
magne began. . :

The mental life that Eginhard records of him is interestin )
because it not only gives glimpses of a curious character, but
serves as a sample of the intellectuality of the time. He could
read; probably, at meals he “listened to music or reading,” but
we are told that he had not acquired the art of writing; “he used
to keep his writing-book and tablets under his pillow, that when
he had leisure he might practise his hand in forming letters, but
he made little progress in an art begun too late in life » He
had, however, a real respect for learning and a rea] desire
knowledge, and he did his utmost to attract men of learn
to his Court. Among others who ceme wag Alcuin, a le
Englishman.

All those learned men were, of ¢

ourse, clergymen, there being
no other leamt}d men, and naturally they gave a strongly clerical
tinge to the information they imparted to their master. At

his Court, which was usually at Aix-la-Chapelle or Mayence, he
maintained in the winter months a curious institution called
his “school,” in which he and his erudite associates affecteq to
lay aside all thoughts of worldly position, assumed hames taken
from the classical writers or from Holy Writ, and discoursed
upon theology and literature. Charlemagne himself was “Dayig
He developed a considerable knowledge of theolo«_y and .'t
is to him that we must ascribe the proposal to addbtl’le wo dl
Jilio que to the Nicene Creed—an addition that finally gplit ;hs
Latin and Greck churches asunder. But it ig more thanp dp lbtf ‘i
if he had any such separation in mind. He wanted ¢ oud.é p
word or so to the creed, just as the Emperor William II0 . teg
to write operas and paint pictures, and he togk e

originally a Spanish innovation. Tt up what was
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was accepted, it was probably taken with the deliberate intention
of maling a breach with the Greek Church. The point involved
is a subtle but vital one, upon which the writer can offer no
opinion. Latin Christendom believes that the Holy Ghost
proceeds from the Father and the Son; Greek and Eastern
Christians, that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father,
without any mention of the Son. The latter attitude seems to
incline a little towards the Arian point of view. Of the organiza-
tion of the empire by Charlemagne there is little to be said here.
He was far too restless and busy to consider the quality of his
successor or the condition of political stability, and the most
noteworthy thing in this relationship is that he particularly
schooled his son and successor, Louis the Pious (814-840), to
take the crown from the altar and crown himself. But Louis
the Pious was too pious to adhere to those instructions when
the Pope made an objection.

The legislation of Charlemagne was greatly coloured by
Bible-reading; he knew his Bible well, as the times went; and
it is characteristic of him that after he had been crowned emperor
he required every male subject above the age of twelve to renew
his oath of allegiance, and to undertake to be not simply a good
subject but a good Christian. To refuse baptism and to retract
after baptism were crimes punishable by death.

He did much to encourage architecture, and imported many
Italian architects, chiefly from Ravenna, to whom we owe many
of the pleasant buildings that still at Worms and Cologne and
elsewhere delight the tourist in the Rhincland. He did much
to develop that Romanesque architecture which we shall deseribe
in the next section. He founded a number of cathedrals and
monastie schools, did much to encourage the study of classical
Latin, and was a distinguished amateur of church music. The
possibility of his talking Latin and understanding Greek is open
to discussion; probably he talked French-Latin. Frankish,
however, was his habitual tongue. He made a collection of
old German songs and tales, but these were destroyed by his
successor, Louis the Pious, on account of their paganism.

He corresponded with Haroun-al-Raschid, the Abbasid
Caliph at Bagdad, who was not, perhaps, the less friendly to
him on account of his vigorous handling of the Omayyad Arabs
in Spain. Gibbon supposes that this “public correspondence
was founded on vanity,” and that “their remote situation left
no room for a competition of interest,” R : tine

. . ut with the Byzad
Empire between them in the East, and the independent caliphate
of Spain in the West, and & common danger in the Turks of the
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laing, they had three very excellent reasons for cordiality.
gHr::guI;l-al-Raschylzd, says Gibbon, sent Charlemagne by his
ambassadors a splendid tent, a water-clock, an elephant, and
the keys of the Holy Sepulchre. The last item suggests that
Charlemagne was to some extent regerded by the Saracen
monarch as the protector of the Christians and Christian pro-

perties in his dominions. Some historians declare explicitly
that there was a treaty to that effect,

§7
Romanesque Architecture and Art,

While in the East, under Christian influence, the floridly
balanced and stereotyped architecture of the Roman Empire,
the architecture of Palmyra and Baalbek, was being modified
rapidly and profoundly into the stiff un-fleshly richness of the
Byzantine style; in the West it was undergoylg similar but not
exactly parallel developments. The name * Romanpsque ” has
been spread over a great variety of buildings which show &
common quality because they derived from the Roman tradi-
tion, attenuated and restrained by the general impoverishment of
the world, but which everywhere testify also to new racial
influences and new social necessities. There Were no more amphi-
theatres, no great aqueducts, no triumphal arches, no temples
to the gods. There were fortresses and castles, round or square
and massive, churches and towers. The tower now for the first
time becomes important in Europe, Architecture agcends.
Hitherto we have had to note towers only in Mesopotamisa.
Buildings in the Egyptian and Hellenjo and Roman world dig
not attempt to scale the heavens. In Roman and Hellenjo
fortifications and in the Great Wall of China there are towers
parts of the defences, but that is almost a]l there is to tell of
until the Christian era. Then in a world raided by Huns, Arabg
sen pirates of all sorts—we shall tell of the N orthmen, Saraceng
and Hungarians in another section—the tower becomeg a
necessity. The church for the new congregationa] religion is
another necessity, and the two come naturally togethep,

The new book and idea religions, Christia,

nit;
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the older gods; churches had to be built big, to hold all the
believers in the countryside. And the people had to be sum-
moned from the bell tower, the campanile. The type of the
imperial temple was abandoned; the need for a roomy building
turned the Christian architects to the model of the Roman law
courts, the basilicas.

It is impossible in the space at our disposal to trace the wide
variations of “Romanesque” as it merged into Byzantine art
to the east and was modified by Norman, Saxon, and Frank.
But the phase of stability under Charlemagne gathered together
the artistic forces of Western Europe under his protection, and
it is in such buildings as the Cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle that
the Romanesque style reaches its most distinctive expression.

A parallel but not so complete a disappearance of the
modelled reality which we have noted in Byzantine and Arabic
art went on in Western Europe in these insecure ages. The
sculptor who could deal vigorously with the poses of man or
beast was no longer to be found on earth west of India. Painting
had taken refuge in the monasteries. The illumination of
books had been carried to high levels in the Roman and Hellenio
empires, and it never altogether died out. The coming and
going of the Christian monks kept it alive and freshened it by
an exchange of methods and ideas. The Irish monasteries
were producing manuscripts of great beauty as early as the
seventh century. The Book of Kells, a copy of the Gospels, in
Trinity College, Dublin, is of this date. Celtic work is curiously
perallel to early Arabic work in its decorative suppression of
living forms. Its colour and design are marvellous; its drawing
contemptible. Celtic influences mingled with classical and
Byzantine in the artistic revival at the Court of Charlemagne,
There the illuminated MS. loaded with gold rose to its most
brilliant levels.

A disposition to representative art and outline figures appears
rebelliously in some of the English and Norman work and pres-
ently breaks away towards miniature pictures. But the gradua]
deterioration of MS. illumination and the disappearance of initig.-
tive therein, due to the diversion of artistic energy to other media

became marked only in the twelfth and thirteenth centurieg.
§8

The French and the Germans become Distine,

The Empire of Charlemagne did not outlive h

N . i
successor, Louis the Pious. It fe]] apart into it 8 son angd
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stituents. The Latinized Keltic and Frankish population of
Gaul begins now to be recognizable as France, though this France
was broken up into a number of dukedoms and principalities,
oiten with no more than a nominal unity; the German-speaking
peoples between the Rhine end the Slavs to the east similarly
begin to develop an even more fragmentary intimation of
Germany. When at length a real eémperor reappears in Western
Europe (962) he is not & Frank, but o Saxon; the conquered in
Germany have become the masters,

We see here the first intimations of a new sort of political
aggregation in Europe, the dawn of what we now cal} nationalism.
It is like the beginning of a process of crystallization, a separa-
tion out, in the entirely confused medley which has followed the
shattering of the imperial order.

It is impossible here to trace the events of the ninth and tenth
centuries in any detail, the alliances, the treacheries, the claims
and acquisitions. Everywhere there was lawlessness, war, and
e struggle for power. In 987 the nominal kingdom of France
passed from the hands of the Carlovingians, the last descendants
of Charlemagne, into the hands of Hugh Capet, who founded s
new dynasty. Most of his alleged subordinates were in fact
independent, and willing to make war on the king at the slightest
provocation. The dominions of the Duke of N ormandy, for
example, were more extensive and more powerful than the

patrimony of Hugh Capet. Almost the only unity of this France
over which the king exercised a nomina] g

) . uthority lay in the
common resolution 9f its grc_aat provinces to resist incorporation
in any empire dominated either by a German ruler or by the

ically independent,
nobles. It was an era of castle-building and 4 o o
what was called “private war,” throughout al]

The state of Rome in the tenth centy is almost indeserj

The decay of the Empire of Charlema,grge left the Popesc::;il;ﬁ
& protector, threatened by Byzantium and the Saracepg (who
had taken Sicily), and face to face with the unruly nobles of
Rome. Among the most powerful of these were two wo
Theodora and Marozia, mother and daughter! whe in su0e men,
held the Castle of St. Angelo (§1), which Theophyl,, :s srl)ln
patrician husband of Theodora, had seized together T}:ut;i ) z
of the temporal power of the Pope. These tw mos
bold, unscrupulous, and dissolute ag any male

could have been, and they are abused by hig

1 Gibbon mentions a second Theodora,

rince of the time
orians as though

the sistey of Marozia,
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they were ten times worse. Marozia seized and imprisoned Pope
John X (928), who speedily died under her oare. Her mother,
Theodora, had been his mistress. Marozia subsequently made
her illegitimate son Pope, under the title of John XI.

After him, her grandson, John XTI, filled the chair of St. Peter
Gibbon’s account of the manners and morals of Jol;n x];[
takes refuge at last beneath & veil of Latin footnoteg This
Pope, Jolglt tgCII,h was finally dtehgmded by the new (::‘rerma.n
Emperor » Who came over the Alps and down ;
to be crowned in 962. B fto Ttaly



654 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

This new line of Saxon emperors, which thus comes into
prominence, sprang from a certain Henry the Fowler, who was
elected King of Germany by an assembly of German nobles,
princes and prelates in 919. In 936 he was succeeded as King
by his son, Otto I, surnamed the Great, who was also elected
to be his successor at Aix-la-Chapelle, and who finally descended
upon Rome at the invitation of John XTI, to be crowned Emperor

in 962. His subsequent degradation of John was forced upon
him by that Pope’s treachery. With his assumption of the
imperial dignity, Otto I did not so much overcome Rome as
restore the ancient tussle of Pope and Emperor for ascendancy
to something like decenoy and dignity again. Otto I was
followed by Otto II (973-983), and he again by a third Otto
(983-1002).

There were, we may note here, three dynasties of emperors
in the early Middle Ages—Saxon: Otto I (982) to Henry II,
ending 1024; Salian: Conrad II to Henry V, ending about 1125;
and Hohenstaufen: Conrad IIT to Frederick II, endin

in 1250.
The Hohenstaufens were Swabian in origin. Then gca,mQ the
Habsburgs, with Rudolph I in 1273, who lasted until 1918, We
speak of dynasties here, but there was a parade of electing the
emperor at each accession,

The struggle between the Emperor and the Pope for ascen-
dancy over the Holy Roman Empire plays a large part in the
history of the early Middle Ages, and we shall have Presently
to sketch its chief phases. Though the Church never sank quite
to the level of John XTI again, the story fluctuates through
pha§eg :{1 grea:e violence, iogfhﬁ:on’ and intrigue.
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§9
The Normans, the Saracens, the Hungarians, and the Seljuk Turks.

While the Holy Roman Empire and the nations of France
and England were thus appearing amidst the extreme political
fragmentation of the civilization of Western Europe, both that
civilization and the Byzantine Empire were being subjected to
a threefold attack—from the Saracen powers, from the Northmen,
and, more slowly developed and most formidable of all, from
a new westward thrust of the Turkish peoples through South
Russia, and also by way of Armenia and the Empire of Bagdad
from Central Asia.

After the overthrow of the Omayyads by the Abbasid dynasty,
the strength of the Saracenic impulse against Europe diminished.
Islam was no longer united: Spain was under a separate Omayyad
Caliph; North Africa, though nominally subject to the Abbasids,
was really independent; and presently (699) Egypt became a
separate power with & Shiite Caliph of its own, a pretender
claiming descent from Ali and Fatima (the Fatimite Caliphate).
These Egyptian Fatimites, the green flag Moslems, were fanatics
in comparison with the Abbasids, and did much to embitter the
genial relations of Islam and Christianity. They took Jerusalem,
and interfered with the Christian access to the Holy Sepulchre.
On the other side of the shrunken Abbasid domain there was
also a Shiite kingdom in Persin. The chief Saracen conquest
in the ninth century was Sicily; but this was not overrun in the
grand old style in a year or so, but subjugated tediously through
a long century, and with many set-backs. The Spanish Saracens
disputed in Sicily with the Saracens from Africa. In Spain
the Saracens were giving ground before a renascent Christian
effort. Nevertheless, the Byzantine Empire and Western
Christendom were still so weak upon the Mediterranean Ses,
that the Saracen raiders and pirates from North Africa wepe
able to raid almost unchallenged in South Italy and the Greek
Islands.

But now & new force was appearing in the Medite
We have already remarked that the Roman Empire n:l;!;e:n.
tended itself to the shores of the Baltic Sea, nor haq eve ﬂf—
vigour to push itself into Denmark., The Nordie Aryap T the
of these neglected regions learnt much from the empire tl?e: Pes
unable to subdue them; as we have already noted, they g a.l was
the art of shipbuilding and became bold seamen: gh eveloped
across the North Sea to the west, and across the } oy spread

the Russian rivers into the very heart of what isle:;:: an\?sslila.p
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One of their earliest settlements in Russia was Novgorod the
Great. .

i ame trouble and confusion for the student
of Eig:;iymw?sﬁ E‘tshee northern tribes as there is with @hle
Scythians of classical times, and with the Hunnish Turkish
peoples of Eastern and Central Asia. They appear underha
great variety of names, they change and intermingle. In the
case of Britain, for example, the Angles, t_he Saxons, and J utes
conquered most of what is now England in the fifth and sixth
centuries; the Danes, a second wave of prac.tlca.lly the same
people, followed in the eighth and ninth; and in 1016 a Danish
king, Canute the Great, reigned in England, and not only over
Engfand, but over Denmark and Norway. His subjects ga,lled
to Iceland, Greenland, and perhaps to the American continent,
For a time, under Canute and his sons, 1t seemed poss1ble-thab
a great confederation of the Northmen might have established
ltse']if‘ixen in 1066 a third wave of the same people flowed over
England from the “Norman” State in France, where the North-
men had been settled since the days of Rolf the Ganger (911),
and where they had learnt to speak French. William, Duke.of
Normandy, became the William the Conqueror (1066) of English

ory.
hIStchtically, from the standpoint
these peoples were the same people,
These waves were not only flowin

of universal history, all
waves of one Nordic stock.,
g westward but eastward.

and the Visigoth states in Spain. In the

Northmen across Russia was oing on at
the same time that thejr establishments in England ang their
dukedom of Normandy were coming into existence,

The populations of South Scotland, En

Flanders, Normandy, and the Russias have more elements in
common than we are accustomed to recognize. All gre funda-
mentally Gothic and Nordjc peoples. Even in ¢

and measures the kinship of Russians and English i5 tzni)ew:;%iﬁs:
both have the Norse inch ang foot, and any early Norman
churches in England are built on a seale that shows the use of
the sajene (7 {t.) and quarter-sajene, a Norge Measure still used
in Russia. These “Russian” Norsemen travelled in the summer-
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time, using the river routes that abounded in Russia : they
carried their ships by portages from the northward-mnning
rivers to those flowing southward. They appeareq gg pirates,
raiders, and traders both upon t?xe Caspian and the Black Sea.
The Arabic chroniclers noted their apparition upo

: 'Pon the Caspian,
and learnt to call them Russians, They raided Persia, ang
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threatened Constantinople with a great fleet of small craft (in
865, 904, 941 and 10431),

One of these Northmen, Rurik (circa 850), established him-
self as the ruler of Novgorod, and his successor, the Duke Oleg,
took Kief allllg lmoti :ﬁe If;':unda,tions of modern Russia. The
fighting qualities e Russian Vikings were speedily appre-
ciated at Congta.ntinople; the Greeks g:lled them Va.r.s"a.nggg;:,
and an Imperial Varangian bodyguard was formed. After the
conquest of England by the Normans (1066), a number of Danes
and English were driven into exile and joined these Russian
Verangians, apparently finding few obstacles to intercourse in
their speech and habits,

Meanwhile the Normans from Normandy were also finding
their way into the Mediterranean from the West. They came
first as mercenaries, and later as independent invaders; and
they came mainly, not, it is to be noted, by sea, but in scattered
bands by land. They came through the Rhineland and Ttaly
partly in the search for warlike employment and loot, pa,rtly’
as pilgrims. For the ninth and tenth centuries saw g great
development of pilgrimage.

These Normans, as they grew powerful, discovered themselves
such rapacious and vigorous robbers that they forced the Eastern
Emperor and the Pope into a feeble and ineffective alliance
against them (1063). They defeated and captured and were

pardoned by the Pope; they established themselves in Calabri
and South Italy, conguered Sicily from the Saracens (106132
1090), a.n‘cll un:ler Robdelgz Guisl:]a;rd, who had entered Italy as a
pilgrim adventurer and began his career ag g brj . e
threatened the Byzantine Empire itself  origand in Calabria,

1081). i :
contained a contingent of Sicilian Moslesns, 01'05335 fra;ﬁsii:ivnh;?:i
to Epirus in the reverse direction to that in which Pyrrhus had

crossed to attack the Roman Republic, thirteen centuri
laid s y € turies before
gzla_az::')' Ho laid siege to the Byzantine stronghold of

Robert captured Durazzo (1082), but :
in Italy recalled him, and ultimatlly pu:h :,npzissurtg :fli:ﬁgr::
Norman attack upon the Emn; of Byzantium leaving the
dynasty (1081-1204), comperatively vigorous Comnenian
" fi_ill }-,?11);:0 mdgu;onﬂicts too complex for us to tell here,
and the anti-Christ; ¢ard to besiege and sack Rome (1084);

80 Gibbon notes with quiet satisfaction
1 These dates are from Gibbey,

(History of Bussia, Clarendon Pm_,Beﬂzley gives 865, 004-7, 935, 944, 971-2,
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the presence of that contingent of Sicilian Moslems amongst
the looters. There were in the twelfth century three other
Norman attacks upon the Eastern power, one by the son of
Robert Guiscard, and the two others directly from Sicily by
§8Q. . . .

But neither the Saracens nor the Normans pounded quite
so heavily against the old empire at Byzantium or against the
Holy Roman Empire, the vamped-up Roman Empire of the
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West, as did the double thrust from the Turanian centres in
Central Asia, of which we must now tell.

We have already noted the westward movement of the Avars,
and the Turkish Magyars who fol]ov.ved in their track. From
the days of Pepin I onward, the Frankish power and its successors
in Germany were in conflict with these Eastern raiders along
all the Eastern borderlands. Charlemagne held and punished
them, and established some sort of overlordship as far east ag
the Carpathians; but, amidst the enfeeblement that followed hig
death, these peoples, more or less blended now in the accounts
under the name of Hungarians, led by the Magyars, re-establisheq
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their complete freedom again, and raided yearly, often as far as
the Rhine. They destroyed, Gibbon notes, the monastery of
St. Gall in Switzerland, and the town of Bremen. Their great
reiding period was between 900 and 950. Their biggest effort,
through Germany right into France, thence over the Alps and
home again by North Italy, was in 938-9, Robbers abroad,
these people had very considerable freedom at home. They
are said to have already had a traditional political constitution
in the tenth century.

Thrust southward by these disturbances, and by others to
be presently noted, the Bulgarians, as we have already noted,
established themselves under Krum, between the Danube and
Constantinople. Originally a Turkish people, the Bulgarians,
since their first appearance in the east of Russia, had become,
by repeated admixture, almost entirely Slavonic in race and
lenguage. For some time after their establishment in Bulgaria
they remained pagan. Their king, Boris (852-884), entertained
Moslem envoys, end seems to have cor}templated an adhesion
to Islam, but finally he married a Byzantine princess, and handed
himself and his people over to the Christian faith.

The Hungarians were drubbed into a certain respect for
western civilization by Henry the Fowler, the elected King of
Germany, and Otto the First, the first Saxon emperor, in the
tenth century. But they did not decide to adopt Christianity
until about A.p. 1000. Though they were Christianized, they
retained their own Turko-Finnic language (Magyar), and they re-
tain it to this day. They retained, too, a certain freedom under
the monarchy imp’?sed upon them. Their written constitution,
the “Golden Seal,” dates from 1222, and is an Eastern parallel

to the English Magna Charta, in its limitations of the king’s

absolute power. King Stephen, the first king of the
stipulated, when he formally accepted Christian%ty, that Ibi[[:g: o
unlike Bohemia and Poland, should not be incorporated mrgi
the Holy Roman Empire.

Bulgarians and Hungarians do not, however,
catalogue of the peoples whose westward movemen
the Turkish thrust across South Russia.
and Bulgarians thrust the Khazars, a

exhaust the
g ts embodied
Behind the Hlmg&rians

: Turkish .
whom were mingled a very considerable People, with

roporti
who had been expelled from Constantj_nog ePO;'flx(ci)nw(l)lf J}elwg
mixed with them and made many proselytes, ’To . 3 .ah
Khazars are to be ascribed the great settlemengs fseJ GWIS'n
Poland and Russia. Behind the Kh of Jews 1

azars acai .
cunning thers, Were the Petsohenegs (or Potpborps). o savess
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Turkish people who are first heard of in the ninth century,
snd who were destined to dissolve and vanish as the kindred
Huns did five centuries before. '

And while the trend of all these peoples was westward, we
have, when we are thinking of the present population of these
South Russian regions, to remember also the coming and going
of the Northmen between the Baltic and the Black Sea, who
interwove with the Turkish migrants like warp and woof, and
bear in mind also that there was & considerable Slavonic popula-
tion, the heirs and descendants of Scythians, Sarmatians, and
the like, already established in these restless, lawless, but fertile
areas, All these races mixed with and reacted upon one another.
The universal prevalence of Slavonic languages, except in Hun-
gary, shows that the population remained predominantly Slav.
And in what is now Roumania, for all the passage of peoples,
and in spite of conquest after conquest, the tradition and inheri-
tance of the Roman provinces of Dacia and Mcesia Inferior still
kept a Latin speech and memory alive,

But this direct thrust of the Turkish peoples against Christen-
dom to the north of the Black Sea was, in the end, not nearly
so important as their indirect thrust south of it through the
empire of the Caliph. We cannot deal here with the tribes
and dissensions of the Turkish peoples of Turkestan, nor with
the particular causes that brought to the fore the tribes under
the rule of the Seljuk clan. In the eleventh century these
Seljuk Turks broke with irresistible force, not in one army,
but in a group of armies, and under two brothers, into the
decaying fragments of the Moslem Empire.

For Islam had long ceased to be one empire. The orthodox
Sunnite Abbasid rule had shrunken to what was once Babylonia;
and even in Bagdad the Caliph was the mere creature of hig
Turkish palace guards. A sort of mayor of the palace, & Turk,
was the real ruler. East of the Caliph, in Persia, and west of
him, in Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, were Shiite heretics.

The Seljuk Turks were orthodox Sunnites; they now swept
down upon and conquered the Shiite rulers and upstarts, anq
established themselves as the protectors of the Bagdad Caliph
taking over the temporal powers of the mayor of the palace.
Very early they conquered Armenia from the Greeks, and then
breaking the bounds that had restrained the power of Islam fop
four centuries, they swept on to the conquest of Agjg Min
almost to the gates of Constantinople. The mo o

of Cilicia that had held the Moslem go long ha&m lg:elﬁ gsrr;i:;

by the conquest of Armenia from the north-east, Under Alp





