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Arslan, who had united all the Seljuk power in his own hands,
the Turks utterly smashed the Byzantine army at the battle
of Manzikert, or Melasgird (1071). The effect of this battle
upon people’s imaginations was very great. Islam, which had
appeared far gone in decay, which had been divided religiously
and politically, was suddenly discovered to have risen again,
and it was the secure old Byzantine Empire that seemed on
the brink of dissolution.

The loss of Asia Minor was very swift. The Seljuks established
themselves at Iconium (Konia), in what is now Anatolia, In a

little while they were in possession of the fortress of Nicwma over
ageinst the capital.

§ 10
How Constantinople Appealed to Rome.

We have already told of the attack of the Normans upon the
Byzantine Empire from the west, and of the battle of Durazzo
(1082); and we have noted that Constantinople had still vivid
memories of the Russian sea raids (1043). Bulgaria, it is true,
had been tamed and Christianized, but there was heavy and
uncertain warfare going on with the Petschenegs. North and
west, the emperor’s hands were full. Now came thig final
crowning threat from the east. This swift advance of the
Turks into country that had been so long securely Byzantine
must have seemed like the approach of fina] disaster. The
Byzantine Emperor Michael VII, under the Pressure of these
convergent dangers, took a step that probably seemed hoth
to himself and to Rome of the utmost political significance,
The Greek world turned to her renascent Latin sister. He

appealed to the Pope, Gregory VII, for assistance. His appea}
was repeated still more urg,

ently by his succes 2 ;
Comnenus, to Pope Urban II. ¥ by cessor, Alexiyg

To the counsellors of Rome this must have presented itgejf
a8 a supreme opportunity for the assertion of the headship of
the Pope over the entire Christian world.

In this history we have

empire. ;
a centre alil Rome. hThe Pope of Rome wag ¢ mpire, it found
patriarch; he was the religious head o LY. "
the ruling tongue was Latin ; the other Patriarchg E‘Zgéﬁl; (])gt 1‘;1:1131!1
Church spoke Greek, and so were inaudib]e throughout his
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domains; and the two words filio que, which had been added
to the Latin creed, had split off the Byzantine Christians by
one of those impalpable and elusive doctrinal points upon which
there is no reconciliation. (The final rupture was in 1054.)

The life of the Lateran changed in its quality with every
occupant of the chair of St. Peter; sometimes papal Rome was
a den of corruption and uncleanness, as it had been in the days
of John XII; sometimes it was pervaded by the influence of
widely thinking and nobly thinking men. But behind the
Pope was the assembly of the cardinals, priests, and a great
number of highly educated officials, who never, even in the darkest
and wildest days, lost sight altogether of the very grand idea of
a divine world dominion, of & peace of Christ throughout the
earth that St. Augustine had expressed. Through all the Middle
Ages that idea was the guiding influence in Rome, For a time,
perhaps, mean minds would prevail there, and in the affairs of
the world Rome would play the part of & greedy, treacherous,
and insanely cunning old woman; followed a phase of masculine
and quite worldly astuteness, perhaps, or a phase of exaltation.
Came an interlude of fanaticism or pedantry, when all the pressure
was upon exact doctrine. Or there was a moral collapse, and
the Lateran became the throne of some sensuous or ssthetic
autocrat, ready to sell every hope or honour the Church could
give for money to spend upon pleasure or display. Yet, on the
whole, the papal ship kept its course, and came presently before
the wind again,

In this period to which we have now come, the period of the
eleventh century, we discover a Rome dominated by the per-
sonality of an exceptionally great statesman, Hildebrand, who
occupied various official positions under a succession of Popes,
and finally became Pope himself under the name of Gregory VII
(1073-1085). We find that under his influence, vice, sloth,
and corruption have been swept out of the Church, that the
method of electing the Popes has been reformed, and that a great
struggle has been waged with the Emperor upon the manifestly
vital question of ‘“‘investitures,” the question whether Pope or
temporal monarch should have the decisive voice in the appoint-
ment of the bishops in their domains. How vital that question
was we can better realize when we bear in mind that in many
kingdoms more than a quarter of the land was clerical property-
Hitherto the Roman clergy had been able to marry; but 00w,
to detach them effectually from the world and to make them

more completely the instruments of the Church, celibacy Was
imposed upon ell priests, , , .
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Gregory VII had been prevented by his struggle over the
investitures from any effectual answer to the first appeal from
Byzantium; but he had left a worthy successor in Urban II
(1088-1099); and when the letter of Alexius came to hand,
Urban seized at once upon the opportunity it afforded for
drawing together all the thoughts and forces of Western Europe
into one passion and purpose. Thereby he might hope to end
the private warfare that prevailed, and find a proper outlet
for the immense energy of the Normans. He saw, too, an
opportunity of thrusting the Byzantine power and Church aside,
and extending the influence of the Latin Church over Syria,
Palestine, and Egypt.

The envoys of Alexius were heard at a church council,
hastily summoned at Piacenza (= Placentia), and next year
(1095}, at Clermont, Urban held a second great council, in which
all the slowly gathered strength of the Church was organized
for a universal war propaganda against the Moslems. Private
war, all war among Christians, was to cease until the infide]
bad been swept back and the site of the Holy Sepulchre was
again in Christian hands.

The fervour of the response enables us to understand the
great work of creative organization that has been done in
Western Europe in the previous five centuries. In the beginnin
of the seventh century we saw Western Europe as a chaos of
social and political fragments, with no common idea ng
a system shattered almost to a dust of self-sceking individuals,
Now, in the close of the eleventh century, there is everywhere
a common belief, & linking idea, to which men may devote
themselves, and by which they can co-operate together in g
universal enterprise. We realize that, in spite of much weaknegg
and intellectual and moral unsoundness, to this extent the
Christian Church has worked. We are able to measure the
evil phases of tenth-century Rome, the scandals, the filthinegsg
the murders and violence, at their proper value by the scale f
this fact. No doubt, also, all over Christendom there had
been many lazy, evil, and foolish priests, but it is manifest
that this task of teaching and co-ordination that bad bes
accomplished only through a great multitude of right-li een
priests and monks and nuns. A new and greater amphict ving
the amphictyony of .Christendom, had come ip bctyony,
;nvgs it had been built by thousands of anonymous, faithful

And this response to the appeal of Urban Iw
orly to what we should call educated peopletls ';:t :V(;r;ﬁii%

r hope,
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simply knights and princes who were willing to go upon this
crusade. Side by side with the figure of Urban we must put
the figure of Peter the Hermit, a type novel to Europe,
albeit a little reminiscent of the Hebrew prophets. This man
appeared preaching the crusade to the common people. He
told a story—whether truthful or untruthful hardly matters in
this connection—of his pilgrimage to Jerusalem, of the wanton
destruction at the Holy Sepulchre by the Seljuk Turks, who
took it somewhen about 1075-~the chronology of this period is
still very vague—and of the exactions, brutalities, and deliberate
cruelties practised upon the Christian pilgrims to the Holy
Places. Barefooted, clad in a coarse garment, riding on an ass,
and bearing a huge cross, this man travelled about France and
Germany, and everywhere harangued vast crowds in church
or street or market-place, )

Here for the first time we discover Europe with an idea and
s soul! Here is a universal response of indignation at the story
of a remote wrong, a swift understanding of 2 common cause
for rich and poor alike. You cannot imagine this thing happen-
ing in the Empire of Augustus Cwsar, or, indeed, in any previous
state in the world’s history. Something of the kind might
perhaps have been possible in the far smaller world of Hellas,
or in Arabia before Islam. But this movement affected nations,
kingdoms, tongues, and peoples. It is clear that we are dealing
with something new that has come into the world, a new clear
connection of the common interest with the consciousness of
the common man,

§ 11
The Crusades.

From the very first this flaming enthusiasm was mixed with
baser elements. There was the cold and calculated scheme of
the free and ambitious Latin Church to subdue and replace
the emperor-ruled Byzantine Church; there was the fresbooting
instinet of the Normans, who were tearing Italy to pieces, whioh
turned readily enough to a new and richer world of plunder;
and there wag something in the multitude who now turned their
faces east, something deeper than love in the human composition,
namely, fearborn hate, that the impassioned appeals of the
propagandists and the exaggeration of the horrors and cruelties
of the infidel had fanneq jnto flame,

And there were still other forces; the intolerant Seljuks and
the intolerant Fatimites lay now an impassable barrier across
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the eastward trade of Genoa and Venice that had hitherto
flowed through Bagdad and Aleppo, or through Egypt. They
must force open these closed channels, unlesg Constantinople
and the Black Sea route were to monopolize Eastern trade
altogether. Moreover, in 1094 and 1095 there had been a

pestilence and famine from the Scheldt to Bohemia, and there
was great social disorganization.

“Map o luush;a;te the TIRST CRUSADE
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But these were secondary contribhtory cauges

predominant interest to the historian of manking' is

2

The fact of
this will ¢
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:;:asade suddenly revealed as a new mass possibility in human
alrs.

The story of the crusades abounds in such romantic and
picturesque detail that the writer of an Outline of History must
ride his pen upon the curb through this alluring field. The
first forces to move eastward were great crowds of undisciplined
people rather than armies, and they sought to make their way
by the valley of the Danube, and thence southward to Con-
stentinople. This was the “people’s crusade.” Never before
in the whole history of the world had there been such a spectacle
a3 these masses of practically leaderless people moved by an
idea. It was & very crude idea. When they got among
foreigners, they did not seem to have realized that they were
not already among the infidel. Two great mobs, the advance
guard of the expedition, committed such excesses in Hungary,
where the language must have been incomprehensible to them,
as to provoke the Hungarians to destroy them. They were
massacred. A third host began with a great pogrom of the
Jews in the Rhineland—for the Christian blood was up—and
this multitude was also dispersed in Hungary. Two other
hosts under Peter got through and reached Constantinople,
to the astonishment and dismay of the Emperor Alexius. They
looted and committed outrages as they came, and at last he
shipped them across the Bosphorus, to be massacred rather
than defeated by the Seljuks (1096).

This first unhappy appearance of the “people” as people
in modern European history, was followed in 1097 by the
organized forces of the First Crusade. They came by diverse
routes from France, Normandy, Flanders, England, Southern
Italy and Sicily, and the will and power of them werc the
Normans. They crossed the Bosphorus and captured Nicewa,
which Alexius snatched away from them before they could
loot it.

Then they went on by much the same route as Alexander
the Great, through the Cilician Gates, leaving the Turks in
Konia unconquered, past the battlefield of the Issus, and so
to Antioch, which they took after nearly & year’s siege. Then
they defeated a great relieving army from Mosul.

A large part of the crusaders remained in Antioch, a smaller
force under Godfrey of Bouillon (in Belgium) went on to
Jerusalem. “After s littlo more than a month’s siege, the
city was finally captured (July 15, 1099). The slaughter Ws‘fi
terrible; the blood of the conquered ran down the streets, UIl tL
men splashed in blood as they rode. At nightfall, *gobbing
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for excess of joy,’ the crusaders came to the Sepulchre from
their treading of the winepress, and put their blood-stained
hands together in prayer. So, on that day of July, the First
Crusade came to an end.”

The aunthority of the Patriarch of Jerusalem was at once
seized upon by the Latin clergy with the expedition, and the
Orthodox Christians found themselves in rather a worse case
under Latin rule then under the Turk. There were already
Latin principalities established at Antioch and Edessa, and
there began a struggle for ascendancy between these various
courts and kings, and an unsuccessful attempt to make Jerusalem
a property of the Pope. These are complications beyond our
present scope.

Let us quote, however, a characteristic passage from Gibbon :—

“In a style less grave than that of history, I should perhaps
compare the Emperor Alexius to the jackal, who is said to follow
the steps and to devour the leavings of the lion. Whatever
had been his fears and toils in the passage of the First Crusade,
they were amply recompensed by the subsequent benefits which
be derived from the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity and
vigilance secured their first conquest of Niczs, and from this
threatening station the Turks were compelled to evacuate the
neighbourhood of Constantinople.

“While the crusaders, with blind valour, advanced into the
midland countries of Asia, the crafty Greck improved the
favourable occasion when the emirs of the sea coast were recalled
to the standard of the Sultan. The Turks were driven from the
isles of Rhodes and Chios; the cities of Ephesus and Smyrna, of
Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, were restored to the empire
which Alexius enlarged from the Hellespont to the banks of f,hé
Mzander and the rocky shores of Pamphylia. The churcheg
resumed their splendour; the towns were rebuilt and fortified
and the desert country was peopled with colonies of Christia,ns’
who were gently removed from the more distant and dap erous
frontier. gerous

“In these paternal cares we may forgive Alexius. ;
the deliverance of the holy sepulchre; blgllt, by the Ls;:ifn:ehforget
stigmatized with the foul reproach of treason and d’ © was
They bad sworn fidelity and obedience to hijg thron, = ;.;,rtlon.
had promised to assist their enterprise in person 6 but he
with his troops and treasures; his base retreat d’isor’l a?i leﬁs?’
obligations; and the sword, which had bee solved their

Igat X N the instrum
their victory, was the pledge and title of thejr just in depenggf, c(;f
1 E. Barker, art. “ Crusades,” Encyclopadiq Britannica )
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It does not appear that the emperor attempted to revive his
obsolete claims over the kingdom of Jerusalem, but the borders
of Cilicia and Syria were more recent in his possession and more
accessible to his arms. The great army of the crusaders was
annihilated or dispersed; the principality of Antioch was left
without & head, by the surprise and captivity of Bohemond; his
ransom had oppressed him with a heavy debt; and his Norman
followers were insufficient to repel the hostilitics of the Greeks
and Turks.

“In this distress, Bohemond embraced a magnanimous
resolution, of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinsman,
the faithful Tancred; of arming the West against the Byzantine
Empire, and of executing the design which he inherited from the
lessons and example of his father Guiscard. His embarkation
was clandestine; and if we may credit a tale of the Princess
Anna, he passed the hostile sea closely secreted in a coffin.
(Anns Comnena adds that, to complete the imitation, he was
shut up with o dead cock; and condescends to wonder how the
barbarian could endure the confinement and putrefaction.
This absurd tale is unknown to the Latins.) But his reception
in France was undignified by the public applause and his
marriage with the king’s daughter; his return was glorious,
since the bravest spirits of the age enlisted under his veteran
command; and he repassed the Adriatic at the head of five
thousand horse and forty thousand foot, assembled from the
most remote climates of Europe. The strength of Durazzo and
prudence of Alexius, the progress of famine and approach of
winter, eluded his ambitious hopes; and the venal confederates
were seduced from his standard. A treaty of peace suspended
the fears of the Greeks.”

We have dealt thus lengthily with the First Crusade, because
it displays completely the quality of all these expeditions. The
reality of the struggle between the Latin and the Byzantine
gystem beecame more and more nakedly apparent. In 1101
eame reinforcements, in which the fleet of the mercantile
republics of Venice and Genoa played a prominent part, and the
power of the kingdom of Jerusalem was extended.

year 1147 saw a Second Crusade, in which both the
Emperor Conrad ITY and King Louis of France participated.
It was & much more stately and far less successful and enthusi-
astio expedition than its predecessor. It had been provoked
by the fall of Edesen to the Moslems in 1144. One large division
of Germans, instead of going to the Holy Land, attacked and
subjugated the still pagan Wends east of the Eibe. This, the
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Pope agreed, counted as crusading, and so did the capture of
Lisbon, and the foundation of the Christian kingdom of Portugeal
by the Flemish and English contingents.

In 1169 a Kurdish adventurer named Saladin became ruler
of Egypt, in which country the Shiite heresy had now fallen
before & Sunnite revival. This Saladin reunited the efforts of
Egypt and Bagdad, and preached a Jehad, a Holy War, a
counter-crusade, of all the Moslems against the Christians.
This Jehad excited almost as much feeling in Islam as the First
Crusade had done in Christendom. It was now a case of crusader
against crusader; and in 1187 Jerusalem wag retaken,

This provoked the Third Crusade (1189). This also was &
grand affair, planned jointly by the Emperor Frederick I (known
better as Frederick Barbarossa), the King of France, and the
King of England (who at that time owned many of the fairest
French provinces). The papacy played a secondary part in
this expedition; it was in one of its phases of enfeeblement;
and the crusade was the most courtly, chivalrous, and romantic
of all. Religious bitterness was mitigated by the idea of knightly
gallantry, which obsessed both Saladin and Richard I (1189~
1199) of Englend (Ceeur de Lion), and the lover of romance may
very well turn to the romances about this period for its flavour.
The crusade saved the principality of Antioch for & time, but
failed to retake Jerusalem. The Christians, however, remained
in possession of the sea coast of Palestine.

By the time of the Third Crusade, the magic and wonder
bad gone out of these movements altogether. The common
people had found them out. Men went, but only kings and
nobles straggled back; and that often only after heavy taxation
for a ransom.

The idea of the crusades was cheapened by their too frequent
and trivial use. Whenever the Pope quarrelled with anyone
now, or when he wished to weaken the dangerous power of the
emperor by overseas exertions, he called for a crusade, until
the word ceased to mean anything but an attempt o give
flavour to an unpalatable war. There was & crusade againgt
the heretics in the south of France, one against Jo

hn (King of
England), one against the Emperor Frederick 1T, Th(flll)lgpgs

did not understand the necessity of dignit; to t
They had achieved a moral ascendancy in Chlyistendol:: p;{’,ﬁ;{l
with they began to fritter it awa ]

y- They no
the idea of the crusades, but they made thejy treonly cheapened

. . mendous power
of excommunication, of putting people outside all n

.. £ the sacraments,
hopes, and comforts of religion, ridiculous ¥ using it in mepe
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disputes of policy. Frederick II was not only crusaded against,
but excommunicated—without visible injury. He was excom-
municated again in 1239, and this sentence was renewed by
Innocent IV in 1245.

The bulk of the Fourth Crusade never reached the Holy
Land at all. It started from Venice (1202), captured Zara,
encamped at Constantinople (1203), and finally, in 1204, stormed
the city. It was frankly a combined attack on the Byzantine
Empire. Venice took much of the coasts and islands of the
empire, and a Latin, Baldwin of Flanders, was set up as emperor
in Constantinople. The Latin and Greek Churches were declared
to be reunited, and Latin emperors ruled as conquerors in
Constantinople from 1204 to 1261.

In 1212 occurred a dreadful thing, a children’s crusade.
An excitement that could no longer affect sane adults was spread
among the children in the south of France and in the Rhone
valley. A crowd of many thousands of French boys marched
to Marseilles; they were then lured on board ship by slave-traders,
who sold them into slavery in Egypt. The Rhineland children
tramped into Italy, many perishing by the way, and there
dispersed.

Pope Innocent III made great capital out of this strange
business. “The very children put us to shame,” he said; and
sought to whip up enthusiasm for a Fifth Crusade. This crusade
aimed at the conquest of Egypt, because Jerusalem was now
held by the Egyptian Sultan; its remnants returned in 1221,
after an inglorious evacuation of its one capture, Damiette, with
the Jerusalem vestiges of the True Cross as a sort of consolation
concession on the part of the vietor. We have already noted
the earlier adventures of this venerable relic before the days
of Muhammad, when it was carried off by Chosroes II to Ctesiphon,
and recovered by the Emperor Heraclius. Fragments of the
True Cross, however, had always been in Rome at the church of
8. Croce-in-Gerusalemme, since the days of the Empress Helena,
(the mother of Constantine the Great), to whom, says the legend,
1ts hiding-place had been revealed in a vision during her pil-
grimage to the Holy Land.

Baste he custody of the True Cross,” says Gibbon, “which on
b asthr SEPdaY was solemnly exposed to the people, was entrusted
0 ue Bishop of Jerusalem; and he alone might gratify the
curious deVOtIQn of the pilgrims by the gift of small pieces, whi
:ﬁe.y encased in golq op gems, and carried away in triumph 0
m:lr respective countrieg But, as this gainful branch of cf:::t
rce must soon have beep annihilated, it was found conven!
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to suppose that the marvellous wood possessed a secret power
of vegetation, and that its substance, though continually
diminished, still remained entire and unimpaired.”

The Sixth Crusade (1228) was a crusade bordering upon
absurdity. The Emperor Frederick II had promised to go
upon a crusade, and evaded his vow. He had made a false start
and returned. He was probably bored by the mere idea of
a orusade. But the vow had been part of the bargain by which
he secured the support of Pope Innocent IIT in his election as
emperor. He busied himself in reorganizing the government
of his Sicilian kingdom, though he had given the Pope to under-
stand that he would relinquish those possessions if he became
emperor; and the Pope was anxious to stop this process of
consolidation by sending him to the Holy Land. The Pope did
not want Frederick II, or any German emperor at all, in Italy,
because he himself wished to rule Italy. As Frederick II
remained evasive, Gregory IX excommunicated him, proclaimed
a crusade against him, and invaded his dominions in Italy (1228).
Whereupon the Emperor sailed with an army to the Holy Land.
There he had a meeting with the Sultan of Egypt (the Emperor
spoke six languages freely, including Arabic); and it would seem
these two gentlemen, both of sceptical opinions, exchanged views
of a congenial sort, discussed the Pope in a worldly spirit, debated
the Mongolian rush westward, which threatened them both
alike, and agreed finally to a co

mmerecial convention, and the
surrender of a part of the kingdom of Jerusa

taking the crown from the altay

up; manifestly, the affair differeq altogether in spirit

red om;la.ur,fhtf of lfhe (I;imt Crusade. It had not e‘in tlfzollgn:;]}'ls

sociability of the Caliph Omar's visit Al

before. Y P Visit six hundreq years
Frederick II rode out of

from this unromantic success to Ita] ,» put hi . ’

order very rapidly, chased the papal ar{nigs 21111:1315 ?galrb t“.he.x:e -
and obliged the Pope to give him absolution fy, 8 IL(;:sesmons,
munication (1230). This Sixth Crusade wag. 1o oy Sxeom.
the reductio a.d absurdzfm of crusades, bug of p{; al ced, not o_n' 5
tions. Of this Frederick IT we shal] te]] moreli)n : ﬁf?;'u;:;rtlilg:.

Jerusalem almogt, alone, returned
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because he was very typical of certain new forces that were
coming into European affairs.

The Christians lost Jerusalem again in 1244; it was taken
from them very easily by the Sultan of Egypt when they
attempted an intrigue against him. This provoked the Seventh
Crusade, the Crusade of St. Louis, King of France (Louis IX),
who was taken prisoner in Egypt and ransomed in 1250. Not
until 1918, when it fell to a mixed force of French, British, and
Indian troops, did Jerusalem slip once more from the Moslem
grasp. . . .

One more crusade remains to be noted, an expedition to
Tunis by this same Louis IX, who died of fever there.

§12
The Crusades a Test of Christianity.

The essential interest of the crusades for the historian of
mankind lies in the wave of emotion, of unifying feeling, that
apimated the first. Thereafter these expeditions became more
and more an established process, and less and less vital events.
The First Crusade was an occurrence like the discovery of
America; the later ones were more and more like a trip across
the Atlantic. In the eleventh century, the idea of the crusade
must have been like a strange and wonderful light in the sky;
in the thirteenth, one can imagine honest burghers saying in
tones of protest, ‘“What! another crusade!”

The experience of St. Louis in Egypt is not like a fresh ex-
perience for mankind; it is much more like a round of golf over
some well-known links, a round that was dogged by misfortune.
It is an insignificant series of events. The interest of life had
shifted to other directions.

The beginning of the crusades displays all Europe saturated
by a naive Christianity, and ready to follow the leading of the
Pope trustfully and simply. The scandals of the Lateran during
its evil days, with which we are all so familiar now, were practi-
cally unknown outside Rome. And Gregory VII and Urban II
had redeemed all that. But intellectually and morally their
Successors at the Lateran and the Vatican! were not equal to
their opportunities, The strength of the papacy lay in the
faith men had in it, and it used that faith so carelessly as to

rehe Popea inhahited the palace of the Lateran until 1300, when o French

Pope set up the papa] ¢ A Rome in
y ourt at Avignon. When the Pope returned to
1377 the Lateran was almost in 'ruings.: and the palace of ]t)he Vatican b“’““t‘g g::
Beat of the papal court, Ty vwag among other advantages, much nesrer
Papal atronghold, the Caatle of St'. Angelo.
w
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enfeeble it. Rome has always had too much of the shrewdness
of the priest and too little of the power of the prophet. So that
while the eleventh century was a century of ignorant and con-
fiding men, the thirteenth was an age of knowing and disillusioned
men. It was a far more civilized and profoundly sceptical
world.

The bishops, priests, and the monastic institutions of Latin
Christendom before the days of Gregory VII had been perhaps
rather loosely linked together and very variable in quality;
but it is clear that they were, as a rule, intensely intimate with
the people among whom they found themselves, and with much
of the spirit of Jesus still alive in them; they were trusted, and
they had enormous power within the conscience of their followers.
The church, in comparison with its later state, was more in the
hands of local laymen and the local ruler; it lacked its later
universality.

"The energetic bracing up of the church organization by
Gregory VII, which was designed to increase the central power
of Rome, broke many subtle filaments between priest and
monastery on the one hand, and the countryside about them
on the other. Men of faith and wisdom believe in growth and
their fellow men; but priests, even such priests as Gregory VII,
believe in the false “efficiency” of an imposed discipline, The
squabble over investitures made every prince in Christendom
suspicious of the bishops as agents of a foreign power; this
suspicion filtered down to the parishes, The political enterprises
of the papacy necessitated an increasing demand for money.
Already in the thirteenth century it was

! being said everywhere
that the priests were not good men, thag fhey wererﬁvways
hunting for money.

In the days of ignorance there had b
willingness to belli)eve the (;Jatholic
Relatively it was better and wiser in those davs,
beyond hzr spiritual functions had been entrus}tzed tgr It‘;iaet &?rveis
and very extraordinary freedoms, Of this confidence the func ¢
advantage had been taken. In the Middle Ages the ¢k o
had become a state within the state, It had its own ] curch
Cases involving not merely priests, but monks, studentg aoerts.
widows, orphans, and the helpless, were reserved fo %ﬁrusa,d?rs,
courts; and whenever the rites or rules of ¢ uio clerical
involved, there the church claimed jurisdiction ove church were
as wills, marriages, oaths, and, of course, gyer ﬁr such matters
and blasphemy. There were numeroyg clerical prigoey ' o which,
offenders might pine all their lives, The Pope VI;]::%?; ggretge

een an extraording
priesthood good and wige,
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lawgiver of Christendom, and his court at Rome the final and
decisive court of appeal. And the church levied taxes; it had
not only vast properties and a great income from fees, but it
imposed a tax of a tenth, the tithe, upon its subjects. It did
not call for this as a pious benefaction; it demanded it as a right.
The clergy, on the other hand, were now claiming exemption
from lay taxation.

This attempt to trade upon their peculiar prestige and evade
their share in fiscal burdens was certainly one very considerable
factor in the growing dissatisfaction with the clergy. Apart
from any question of justice, it was impolitic. It made taxzes
seem ten times more burthensome to those who had to pay.
It made everyone feel the immunities of the church.

And & still more extravagant and unwise claim made by the
church was the claim to the power of dispensation. The Pope
might in many instances set aside the laws of the church in indi-
vidual cases; he might allow cousins to marry, permit a man to
have two wives, or release anyone from a vow. But to do such
things is to admit that the laws affected are not based upon
necessity and an inherent righteousness; that they are in fact
restrictive and vexatious. The lawgiver, of all beings, most
owes the law allegiance. He of all men should behave as though
the law compelled him. But it is the universal weakness of
mankind that what we are given to administer we presently
magine we own.

§13
The Emperor Frederick II.

The Emperor Frederick II is a very convenient example of
the sort of doubter and rebel the thirteenth century could
produce. It may be interesting to tell a little of this intelligent,
and cynical man. He was the son of the German Emperor
Henry VI, and grandson of Frederick Barbarossa, and his mothep
was the daughter of Roger I, the Norman King of Sicily, p,
inherited this kingdom in 1198, when he was four Years old:
his mother was his guardian for six months, and when shg g; y
Pope Innocent IIT (1198-1216) became regent and guardian ed,

_ He seems to have had an exceptionally good and remg l;ab
mixed education, and his accomplishments earneq -
flattering title of Stupor mundi, the amazement of th the
The result of getting an Arabic view of Christian;t e world,
Christian view of Islam, was to make him believe t Y, and a

Were impostures, & view held perhaps by many a lslt?'ig:clll giligl;:?
X

ly
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in the Age of Faith. But he tallied about his views; his blas
phemies and heresies are on record.

+ Growing up under the arrogant rule of Innocent IIT, who
never seems to have realized that his ward had come of age,
he developed & humorous evasiveness. It was the papal policy
to prevent any fresh coalescence of the power of Germany and
Italy, and it was equally Frederick’s determination to get
whatever he could. When presently opportunity offered him
the imperial crown of Germany, he secured the Pope’s support
by agreeing, if he were elected, to relinquish his possessions in
Sicily and South Italy, and to put down heresy in Germany.
For Innocent ILI was one of the great persecuting Popes, an able,
grasping, and aggressive man. (For a Pope, he was exceptionally
young. He became Pope at thirty-seven.) It was Innocent
who had preached & cruel crusade against the heretics in the
south of France, a crusade that presently became a looting
expedition beyond his control.

So soon as Frederick was elected emperor (1212), Innocent
pressed for the performance of the vows and promises he had
wrung from his dutiful ward. The clergy were to be freed from
lay jurisdiction and from taxation, and exemplary crucltieg were
to be practised upon the heretics. None of which things
Frederick did. As we have already told, he would nog even
relinquish Sicily. He liked Sicily as a place of residence better
than he liked Germany.

Innocent III died bafled in 1216, and his successor, Honorius

ITI, effected nothing. Innocent IIT had not crowned Frederick,
but Honorius did &0 in 1220. Honorius wag succeeded by
Gregory IX (1227), who evidently came to the papal throne
with a nervous resolution to master this perplexing young
Emperor. He excommunicated him ag once for failing to start
upon his promised crusade, which was now twelve years overdue;
and he denounced his vices, heresics, and general offences in &
public letter (1227). To this Frederick replied in a far ghler
document, which either he wrote or haq written for him
addressed to all the princes of Europ ’

e, & document of extre
importance in history, because .it is the first clear statem:::
of the issuo between the pretensions of the Pope to be

ruler of all Christendom, and the claims of the s absolute

This conflict had always bepn smouldering; jt had gﬁ ll‘i:lllﬂeol:t:,
here in one form, and there in another; but now Frederick pub it
in clear general terms upon which men could ¢

ombine t;
Having delivered this blow, he departed y ® togather.

i pon the pacifi
crusade of which we have already told. In 1239 Gl‘ego?y 1 Xc
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was excommunicating him for a second time, and renewing
that warfare of public abuse in which the papacy had already
suffered severely. The controversy was revived after Gregory
IX was dead, when Innocent IV was Pope; and again a devasta-
ting letter, which men were bound to remember, was written by
Frederick against the church. He denounced the pride and
jrreligion of the clergy, and ascribed all the corruptions of the
time to their pride and wealth. He proposed to his fellow
princes a general confiscation of church property—for the good
of the church. It was a suggestion that never afterwards left
the imagination of the European princes.

We will not go on to tell of his last years or of the disasters
due to his carelessness, which cast a shadow of failure over his
end. The particular events of his life are far less significant
than its general atmosphere. It is possible to piece together
something of his court life in Sicily. He is described towards
the end of his life as “red, bald, and short-sighted’’; but his
features were good and pleasing. He was luxurious in his way
of living, and fond of beautiful things. He is described as
licentious. Bub it is clear that his mind was not satisfied by
religious scepticism, and that he was a man of very effectual
curiosity and inquiry. He gathered Jewish and Moslem as
well as Christian philosophers at his Court, and he did much to
irrigate the Itelian mind with Saracenic influences. Through
him Arabic numerals and algebra were introduced to Christian
students, and among other philosophers at his court was Michael
Scott, who translated portions of Aristotle and the commentaries
thereon of the great Arab philosopher Averroes (of Cordoba).

In 1224 ¥rederick founded the University of Naples, and he
enlarged and enriched the great medical school at Salerno
University, the most ancient of universities. He also founded
a zoological garden. He left a book on hawking, which showg
him to have been an acute observer of the habits of birds, apq
he was one of the first Italians to write Ttalian verse. Ttaljgy
poetry was, indeed, born at his Court. He has been calleq 1y
an able writer “the first of the moderns,” and the phpy,
expresses aptly the unprejudiced detachment of his intelleot se1
side. His was an all-round originality. During a golq Shortu&
he introduced and made a success of a coinage of stamped ] age
or parchment, bearing his promise to pay in gold, a sort of le&thel‘
bank-note issue. This revived & monetary method such eather
world had not seen since Carthaginian days. oh as the

In spite of the torrent of abuse and calumpy ; :
Frederick was drenched, he left a profound impressign llfllp :;h;g};
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populer imagination. He is still remembered in South Italy
almost as vividly as is Napoleon I by the peasants of France;
he is the “Gran Frederigo.” And German scholars declare that,
in spite of Frederick’s manifest dislike for Germany, it is he,
and not Frederick I, Frederick Barbarossa, to whom that German
legend originally attached—that legend which represents &
great monarch slumbering in & deep cavern, his beard grown
round a stone table, against a day of awakening when the world
will be restored by him from an extremity of disorder to peace.
Afterwards, it seems, the story was transferred to the Crusader
Barbarossa, the grandfather of Frederick IT.

A difficult child was Frederick II for Mother Church, and
he was only the precursor of many such difficult children. The
princes and educated gentlemen throughout Europe read his
letters and discussed them. The more enterprising university
students found, marked, and digested the Arabic Aristotle he
had made accessible to them in Latin. Salerno cast g baleful
light upon Rome. All sorts of men must have been impressed
by the futility of the excommunications and interdicts that
were levelled at Frederick,

§ 14
Defects and Limitations of the Papacy.

We have said that Innocent ITI never seemed to i
that his ward, Frederick II, was growin realize

g up. It is equall
that the papacy never seemed to realize that Europe W%'sagr)cr) t::ue

up. It is impossible for an intelligent modern student of hi
not to sympathize with the underlying idea of the ps.pzaz.lhgatl:)rrg7
with the idea of one universal rule of righteo ,

mankind must come to one universal peace, unle;

§5 to b? destroyed by the increasing powe£ of iés ownsae:;ruclt.;?gg
inventions; and that universal Peace must needs take the form
?f a government, that is to say, a law-sustaining organization
in the best sense of the word religious—a government ling
men through the educated co-ordination of their minds j
common conception of human history and human degt; e
The papacy we must now recognize as the first clemri’.
scious attempt to provide such a government i the w. ai.dy c{)’:’l-
cannot too earnestly examine its deficiencies and ina:;: ‘acios,
for every lesson we can draw from them j Laseles.

. . ‘ 18 necessaril
greatest value to us in forming our ideas of our own mte&aﬁ;fiogk;‘;
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relationships. We have tried to suggest the main factors in
the breakdown of the Roman Republic, and it now behoves us
to attempt a diagnosis of the failure of the Roman Church to
secure and organize the good-will of mankind.

The first thing that will strike the student is the intermittence
of the efforts of the church to establish the world-City of God.
The policy of the church was mot whole-heartedly and con-
tinuously set upon that end. It was only now and then that
some fine personality or some group of fine personalities dominated
it in that direction. The kingdom of God that Jesus of Nazareth
had preached was overlaid, as we have explained, almost from
the beginning by the doctrines and ceremonial traditions of an
earlier age, and of an intellectually inferior type. Christienity,
almost from its commencement, ceased to be purely prophetic
and creative. It entangled itself with archaic traditions of
human sacrifice, with Mithraic blood-cleansing, with priestcraft
as ancient as human society, and with elaborate doctrines about
the structure of the divinity. The gory forefinger of the
Etruscan pontifexr maximus emphasized the teachings of Jesus
of Nazareth; the mental complexity of the Alexandrian Greek
entangled them. In the inevitable jangle of these incompatibles
the church had become dogmatic. In despair of other solutions
to its intellectual discords it had resorted to arbitrary authority.

Its priests and bishops were more and more men moulded
to creeds and dogmas and set procedures; by the time they
became cardinals or popes they were usually oldish men, habit-
uated to a politic struggle for immediate ends and no longer
capable of world-wide views. They no longer wanted to see
the Kingdom of God established in the hearts of men—they
had forgotten about that; they wanted to see the power of the
church, which was their own power, dominating men. They
were prepared to bargain even with the hates and fears and lusts
in men’s hearts to ensure that power. And it was just becayge
many of them probably doubted secretly of the entire soundnegg
of their vast and elaborate doctrinal fabric that they would
brook no discussion of it. They were intolerant of questiong
or dissent, not because they were sure of their faith, bug because
they were not. They wanted conformity for reasong of polic

By the thirteenth century the church was eVidently aIire dy ,
morbidly anxious about the gnawing doubts that night pre, atly
lay the whole structure of its pretensions in ruing, IE h;? y
serenity of soul. It was hunting everywhere for hereti no
timid old ladies are said to look under beds and in ey ;)cs, 3
for burglars before retiring for the night. Pboards
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We have already referred to the Persian Mani, who was
crucified and flayed in the year 277. His way of representing
the struggle between good and evil was as a struggle between a
power of light which was, as it were, in rebellion against & power
of darkness inherent in the universe. All these profound
mysteries are necessarily represented by symbols and poetic
expressions, and the ideas of Mani still find a response in many
intellectual temperaments to-day. One may hear Manichman
doctrines from many Christian pulpits. But the orthodox
Catholic symbol was & different one.

These Manich®en ideas have spread very widely in Europe,
and particularly in Bulgaria and the sout

h of France. In
the south of France the people who held them were called the

Cathars or Albigenses. Their ideas jarred so little with the
essentials of Christianity, that they believed themselveg to be
devout Christians. As a body they lived lives of conspicuous
virtue and purity in a violent, undisciplined, and vicioug age.
But they questioned the doctrinal soundness of Rome and the
orthodox interpretation of the Bible. They thonght Jesus wag
& rebel against the cruelty of the God of the Olg Testament,
and not his harmonious son.

Closely associated with the Albigenses were the
the followers of & man called Waldo, w
quite soundly Catholic in his theology, but equally offensive to
the church because he denounced the riches and luxury of the
clergy. This was enough for the Lateran, and go we have the
spectacle of Innocent III Preaching & crusade against these
unfortunate sectaries, and permitting the enlistment of every
wandering scoundrel at 1<l))<l>se ends to carry fire and sword and
rape and every conceivable outrage among the m
sulp;jects of the King of France 7 ° o5t peaceful

- The accounts of the -
and abominations of this crusade are f cruelties

ar more terrj
than any account of Christian martyrdoms by the ;yba,lgaf:; r:;g
they have the added horror of being indisputably trye,
This black and pitiless intolerance wag an evil spil:it to be
mixed into the project of a rule of God on earth. Thig
spirit entirely counter to that of Jesus of Nazareth, We doas i
hear of his smacking the faces or wringing the wrists of recalcit not;
or unresponsive disciples. But the Popes during theiy cent'm‘n
of power were always raging against the slightest reflection :rles
the intellectual 1:suﬁiciency ];)f the church, pon
And the intolerance of the church was not confine :
matters. The shrewd, pompous, irascible, ang rathgrt;:i?gl:g:
old men who manifestly constituted g dominant majority in the

Waldenses,
ho seems to have been



CHRISTENDOM AND THE CRUSADES 681

councils of the church resented any knowledge but their own
knowledge, and distrusted any thought at all that they did not
correct and control. They set themselves to restrain science,
of which they were evidently jealous. Any mental activity
but their own struck them as being insolent. Later on they
were to have a great struggle upon the question of the earth’s
position in space, and whether it moved round the sun or not.
This was really not the business of the church at all. She might
very well have left to reason the things that are reason’s, but she
seems to have been impelled by an inner necessity to estrange
the intellectnal conscience in men.

Had this intolerance sprung from & real intensity of com-
viction it would have been bad enough, but it was accompanied
by a scarcely disguised contempt for the intelligence and mental
dignity of the common man that makes it far less acceptable
to our modern judgments, and which no doubt made it far less
acceptable to the free spirits of the time. We have told quite
dispassionately the policy of the Roman church towards her
troubled sister in the East. Many of the tools and expedients
she used were abominable. In her treatment of her own people
a streak of real cynicism is visible. She destroyed her prestige
by disregarding her own teaching of righteousness. Of dis-
pensations we have already spoken. Her crowning folly in the
sixteenth century was the sale of indulgences, whereby the
sufferings of the soul in purgatory could be commuted for a
money payment. But the spirit that led at last to this shame-
less and, as it proved, disastrous proceeding was already very
evident in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.

Long before the seed of criticism that Frederick IT bad sown
had germinated in men’s minds and produced its inevitable
crop of rebellion, there was apparent & strong feeling in Christen-
dom that all was not well with the spiritual atmosphere. There
began movements—movements that nowadays we should cal}
“pevivalist "—within the church, that implied rather than uttered
a criticism of the sufficiency of her enatmg methods and organiza-
tion. Men sought fresh forms of righteous living outside the
mong.steries and priesthool;l.t - .

ne notable fi is that of St. Francis of Assisi (1181
We cannot tell hi‘:;ein any detail of how this plet(is:.xs;: 12121?1)'
gentleman gave up all the amenities and ease of hig myo &
went forth to seek God; the opening of the story is not uenmli]:d
the early experiences of Gautama Buddha. He e

conversion in the midst of a life of pleasure, and ht:.di;ia sudden
of extreme poverty, he gave himsolf up to an in’lita,ti:g :fv&:
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life of Christ, and to the service of the sick and wretched, and
more particularly to the service of the lepers who then abounded
in Italy.

He was joined by great multitudes of disciples, and so the
first Friars of the Franciscan Order came into existence. An
order of women devotees was set up beside the

€C original con-
fraternity, and in addition great numbers of men

and women
were brought into less formal association. He preached,
unmolested by the Moslems, be it noted, in Egypt and Palestine,

though the Fifth Crusade was then in progress. His relations
with the church are still a matter for discussion. His work
had been sanctioned by Pope Innocent III, but while he was
in the East there was a reconstitution of his order,
discipline and substituting authority for responsive
28 a consequence of these changes he resigned itg headship.
To the end he clung passionately to the ideal of poverty, but
he was hardly dead before the order was holding property
through trustees and building a great church and monastery
to his memory at Assisi. The diSciPhnes of the order that
were applied after his death to his immediate associates are
scarcely to be distinguished from a persecution; severa] of the
more conspicuous zealots for simplicity were scourged, others
were imprisoned, one was killed While attempting to escape,
and Brother Bernard, the “first disciple,” passed g year in the
woods and hills, hunted like a wild beast,

This struggle within the Franciscan Order ig g Vvery interesting
one, because it foreshadows the great troubles that were coming
to Christendom. All through the thirteenth century a gection
of the Franciscans were straining at the rule of the church
and in 1318 four of ';lﬁem were burn : ¢ )
incorrigible heretic:‘s. €re seems to have been little di
between the teaching and the spirit of St. Francis anglfiﬁlﬁnc?
Waldo in the twelfth century, the founder of the murd od
sect of Waldenses. Both were Passionately enthusiagti ex;e
the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth. But while Waldo 1;, or
against, the church, St. Francis dig s ooy rebelled

child of the church, and his comment on the S;O be a good

Christianity was only implicit. Byt both were ix;gézn?:fe °ﬁ}cml
outbreak of conscience against authority anq ¢ o S d(i) an
procedure of the church. "And it is plain thay jp ordinary
instance, a8 in the first, the church scented rebeljiq
A very different character to St. Francig Was al Soan;
St. Dominic (1170-1221), who was, of all thingg eorg?n(llard
He had a passion for the argumentative conversion of héxgtic::}s{.

intensifying
impulse, and



CHRISTENDOM AND THE CRUSADES 683

and he was commissioned by Pope Innocent III to go and preach
to the Albigenses. His work went on side by side with the
fighting and massacres of the crusade: whom Dominic could
uot convert, Innocent’s crusaders slew; yet his very activities
and the recognition and encouragement of his order by the
Pope witness to the rising tide of disoussion, and to the per-
suasion even of the papacy that force was no remedy.

In several respects the development of the Black Friars or
Dominicans—the Franciscans were the Grey Friars—shows the
Roman church at the parting of the ways, committing itself
more and more deeply to organized dogma, and so to a hopeless
conflict with the quickening intelligence and courage of mankind.
She whose one duty was to lead, chose to compel. The last
discourse of St. Dominio to the heretics he had sought to convert
is preserved to us. It is a signpost in history. It betrays the
fatal exasperation of & man who has lost his faith in the power
of truth because Ais truth has not prevailed.

* - “For many years,” he said, “I have exhorted you in vain,
with gentleness, preaching, praying, and weeping. But accord-
ing to the proverb of my country, ‘Where blessing can accomplish
nothing, blows may avail,’” we shall rouse against yon princes
and prelates, who, alas! will arm nations and kingdoms against
this land, . . . and thus blows will avail where blessings and
gentleness have been powerless.’

The thirteenth century saw the development of a new
institution in the churoh, the papal Inquisition. Before this
time it had been ocustomary for the Pope to make occasional
inquests or inquiries into heresy in this region or that, but now
Innocent IIT saw in the new order of the Dominicans a Powerful
instrument of suppression. The Inquisition was organized ag
s standing inquiry under their direction, and with fire and top.
ment the church set itself, through this instrument, to assail
and weaken the human conscience in which its sole hope of world
dominion resided. Before the thirteenth century the Penalty
of death had been inflicted but rarely upon hereticg and up-
believers. Now in a hundred market-places in Enrope the
dignitaries of the church watohed the blackeneq bodies of jtg
;ntagongsts, for the mostdl:;ahrt poor and i ignifi

urn and sink pitifully, and their own great migg )
bur&l‘h an% sink with tlzem %rbo dust angre ashes, on to manking

e beginnings of the Franciscans and the ‘s
but two among many of the new forpes thatD;I:::lcaP? were
Christendom, either to belp or shatter the chyy ;i

bi 1}
S ch, ag }
1 Bncyclopedia Bmanm'ca, art. “Dominio,” ) its own
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wisdom might decide. Those two orders the church did assimilate
and use, though with a little violence in the case of the former.
But other forces were more frankly disobedient and eritical.
A century and a half later came Wyecliffe (1320-1384). He was
& learned doctor at Oxford; for a time he was Master of Balliol;
and he held various livings in the church. Quite late in his life
he began a series of outspoken criticisms of the corruption of
the clergy and the unwisdom of the church.

He organized a number of poor priests, the Wiyecliffites, to
opread his ideas throughout England; and in order ‘that people
should judge between the church and himself, he translated the
Bible into English.

He was a more learned and far abler man than either St.
Franeis or St. Dominic. He had supporters in high places and
a great following among the people; and though Rome raged
againgt him and ordered his imprisonment, he died a free man,
still administering the Sacraments as parish priest of Lutterworth.

But the black and ancient spirit that was leading the Catholic
church to its destruction would not let his bones rest in hig
grave. By a decree of the Council of Constance, in 1415, hig
remains were ordered to be dug up and burnt, an order which
was carried out, at the command of Pope Martin V, by Bishop
Fleming in 1428. This desecration was not the act of some
isolated fanatic; it was the official act of the church,

§15
A List of Leading Popes,

The history of the papacy is confusing to
because of the multitude and abundance of the Popes. The
mostly began to reign as old men, and their reigns were Shorg
averaging less thefm I:IWOP years each. '

But certain of the Popes stang out and supply conven;
gandé&gs;gi 68&? ::]Udgilt; to g]t?:}? Such were Gregory eIm:lI::

res , ohie St monki Po , the fri !
the sender of the English mission, Pe, the iriend of Benedlct,

Other noteworthy Popes are Leo TIT 795-816

Charlemagne, the scandaloug Popes J o(hn XTI )(gglllfgglf'i())wneg
John XII (955-963), which latter was deposed by the E an
Otto I, and the great Hildebrand, who ended his dayg m%eror
Gregory VII (1073-1085), and who did so much, by émf‘. ope
the celibacy of the clergy, and insisting upon the Supremhshmac o%
the church over kings and princes, to centralize the Powei of
the church in Rome,

the general reader
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There was a great struggle between Hildebrand and the
emperor-elect, Henry IV, upon the question of investitures.
The emperor attempted to depose the Pope; the Pope excom-
municated the emperor and released his subject princes from theix
sllegiance. The emperor was obliged to go in penitence to the
Pope at Canossa (1077), and to await forgiveness for three days,
clad in sackoloth and barefooted in the smow in the courtyard
of the castle. But later on Henry assorted himself, being greatly
aided by the vigorous attacks of the Norman adventurer, Robert
Guiscard, upon the papal power.

The next Pope but one after Gregory VII was Urban II
(1087-1099), the Pope of the First Crusade.

The period from the time of Gregory VII onward for a
century and a half was the great period of ambition and effort
for the church. There was a real sustained attempt to unite
all Christendom under a purified and reorganized church.

The setting up of Latin kingdoms in Syria and the Holy
Land, in religious communion with Rome, after the First Crusade,
marked the opening stage of & conquest of Eastern Christianity
by Rome that reached its climax during the Latin rule in
Constantinople (1204-1261).

In 1177, at Venice, the Emperor Frederiok Barbarossa
(Frederick I) knelt to the Pope Alexander III, recognized his
spiritual supremacy and swore fealty to him. But after the
death of Alexander III, in 1181, the peculiar weakness of the
papacy, its liability to fall to old and enfeebled men, became
manifest. ¥ive Popes tottered to the Lateran to die within
the space of ten years. Only with Innocent ITI (1198-1216)
did another vigorous Pope take up the great policy of the City
of God.

Under Innocent ITI, the guardian of that Emperor Frederick
II whose carcer we have already studied, and the five Popes
who followed him, the Pope of Rome came nearer to being the
monarch of a united Christendom than he had ever been before,
and was ever to be again. ‘The empire was weakened by internal
dissensions, Constantinople was in Latin hands, from Bulgaria
to Ireland and from Norwey to Sicily and Jerusalem the Pope
was sapreme. Yet his supremacy Was more apparent than real.
For, as we have seen, while in the time of Urban the power of
faith was strong in all Christian Europs, in the time of Innocent
III the papacy had lost its hold upon the hearts of prinoes, and
the faith and oonscience of the common people was
against a merely political and aggressive church. )

The church in the thirteenth century was extending its logal
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power in the world, and losing its grip upon men’s consciences.
It was becoming less persuasive and mare violent. No intelligent
man can tell of this process, or read of this process of failure
without very mingled feelings. The church had sheltered and
formed a new Europe throughout the long ages of European
darkness and chaos; it had been the matrix in which the new
civilization bad been cast. Bubt this new-formed civilization
was impelled to grow by its own inherent vitality, and the church
lacked sufficient power of growth and accommodation. The
time was fast approaching when this matrix was to be broken.
The first striking intimation of the decay of the living and
sustaining forces of the papacy appeared when Pregsently the
Popes ceme into conflict with the growing power of the French
king. During the lifetime of the Emperor Frederick IT, Germany
fell into disunion, and the French king began to play the réle
of guard, supporter, and rival to the Pope that had hitherto
fallen to the Hohenstaufen emperors. A series of Popes pursued
the policy of supporting the French monarchs, French princes
were established in the kingdom of Sicily and Naples, with the
support and approval of Rome, and the Frenoh kings saw before
them the possibility of restoring and ruling the Empire of Charle.
magne. When, however, the German interregnum after the
death of Frederick II, the last of the Hohenstaufens, came to
an end and Rudolf of Habsburg was elected first Habsh

Emperor (1273), the policy of the Lateran began to flucty
between France and Germany, veering about with the sympa.tl:'ig:
of each successive Pope. boo

In 1204 Boniface VIII became Pope, He i
hostile to the French, and full of a sense of the::;o;lér:dt?tlil:n’
and mission of Rome. For a time he carried thj T

. & » and & vast multity, a0
assembled in Rome. “Bo great was the influx ogenr:%ﬂg?;::
the papal treasury, th&t_ two assistants were y
rakes eollectlgg the o&e_nngs that were deposited gt the to
of Bt. Peter.”” But this festival wag g delusive trinmyp mb
iseaslertoralsqahostofexcursionist”hanabandof Ph. It
Boniface came into conflict with the French
in 1803, as he th:“ about to
tion against that monarch, he Inica
own ancestral palace at A.m.gni, by Gmn:nui :rlt‘f:te&i in his
This agent frorp the B.'rench king forced ap entrance 1 ogaret.
palace, made his way mto the bedroom of the fr h‘t: lz:itoPthe
_howaslymgmbdmthacmssinhi,hm gatened Pope
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threats and insults upon him. The Pope was liberated a day
or so later by the townspeople, and returned to Rome; but there
he was seized upon and again made prisoner by some members
of the Orsini family, and in a few weeks’ time the shooked and
disillusioned old man died a prisoner in their hands.

The people of Anagni did resent the first outrage and rose
against Nogaret to liberate Boniface, but then Anagni was the
Pope’s native town. The important point to note is that the
French king, in this rough treatment of the head of Christendom,
was acting with the full approval of his people; he had summoned
& council of the Three Estates of France (lords, church, and
commons) and gained their consent before proceeding to ex-
tremities. Neither in Italy, Germany, nor England was there
the slightest general manifestation of disapproval at this free
handling of the sovereign pontiff. The idea of Christendom had
decayed until its power over the minds of men had gone.

In the East, in 1261, the Greeks recaptured Constantinople
from the Latin emperors, and the founder of the new Greek
dynasty, Michael Paleologus, Michael VIII, after some unreal
tentatives of reconciliation with the Pope, broke away from the
Roman communion altogether, and with that and the fall of
the Latin kingdoms in Asia the eastward ascendancy of the
Popes came to an end.

Throughout the fourteenth century the papacy did nothing
to recover its moral sway. The next Pope but one, Clement V,
was a Frenchman, the choice of King Philip of France. He
never came to Rome. He set up his Court in the town of Avignon,
which then belonged not to France, but to the Papal See, though
embedded in French territory; and there his successors remained
until 1377, when Pope Gregory XI returned to the Vatican palace
in Rome. But Gregory XI did not take the sympathies of the
whole church with him. Many of the cardinals were of French
origin, and their habits and associations were rooted deep at
Avignon. When in 1378 Gregory XI died, and an Italian,
Urban VI, was elected, these dissentient cardinals declared the
%lgtion invalid, and elected another Pope, the anti-Pope Clement

. This eplit is called the Great Schism. The Popes remained
'Einl’vome. and gll the anti-French powers, the Emperor, the
g of England, Hungary, Poland, and the North of Europe,
were loyal to them, The anti-Popes, on the other hand, con-
i‘;"ed in Avignon, and were supported by the King of Mofs'
ally the King of Sootland, Spain, Portugal, snd verions
German princes. ~Each Pope excommunicated and oursed





