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nine days must be read.in detail to be appreciated. The crew
were full of doubts and fears; they might, they feared, sail on
for ever. They were comforted by seeing some birds, and later
on by finding a pole worked ‘with tools, and a branch with
strange berries. At ten o’clock, on the night of October 11th,
1492, Columbus saw & light ahead; the next morning land was
gighted, and, while the day was still young, Columbus landed
on the shores of the new world, richly apparelled and bearing
the royal banner of Spain.

Early in 1493 Columbus returned to Europe. He brought
gold, cotton, strange beasts and birds, and two wild-eyed painted
Indians to be baptized. He had not found Japan, it was
thought, but India. The islands he had found were called,
therefore, the West Indies. The same year he sailed again
with a great expedition of seventeen ships and fifteen hundred
men, with the express permission of the Pope to take possession
of these new lands for the Spanish crown. '

We cannot tell of his experiences as governor of this Spanish
colony, nor how he was superseded and put in chains. In a
little while a swarm of Spanish adventurers were exploring
the new lands. But it is interesting to note that Columbus
died ignorant of the fact that he had discovered a new con-
tinent. He believed to the day of his death that he had sailed
round the world to Asia. = =

The nevws of his discoveries caused a great excitement through
Western Europe. It spurred the Portuguese to remewed at-
tempts to reach India by the South African route. In 1497
Vasco da Gama sailed from Lisbon to Zanzibar, and thence,
with an Arab pilot, he struck across the Indian Ocean to Calicut
in India.

In 1515 there were Portuguese ships in Java and the Moluccas.
In 1519 a Portuguese sailor, Magellen, in the employment of
the Spanish king, coasted to the south of South America, passed
through the dark and forbidding “Strait of Magellan,” and
8o came into the Pacific Ocean, which had already been sighted
by Spanish explorers who had crossed the Isthmus of Panamp,

Magellan’s expedition continued across the Pacific Ocea.r;
westward. This was a far more heroic voyage than that of
Columbus; for eight and ninety days Magellan sajled unflinchin ?
over that vast, empty ocean, sighting nothing but two liiﬁ;]y
desert islands. The crews were rotten with scurvy; the )
little water and that bad, and putrid biscuit to eqt, Ra.tl;e wv::':
hunted eagerly; cowhide was gnawed and sawdust devoured
to stay the pangs of hunger. In this state the expedition
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reached the. Ladrones. They discovered -the Philippines, and
here Magellan was killed in 2 fight with the natives. Several
other captains were murdered. - Five. ships had started with
Magellan in August, 1519, and two hundred and eighty men;
in July, 1522, the Vitloria, with a remnant of one-and-thirty
men aboard, returned up the Atlantic to her,a.nchorage near
the Mole of Seville, in the river Guadalquivir—the firs ship that
ever circumnavigated this planet. P

The English and French and Dutch and the sailors of the
Hansa towns came rather later into this new adventure of
exploration. They had not the same keen interest in the eastern
trade. And when they did come in, their first efforts were
directed to sailing round the north of America as Magellan had
sailed round the south, and to sailing round the north of Asia
as Vasco da Gama had sailed round the south of Africa. Both
these enterprises were doomed to failure by the nature of things.
Both in America and the East, Spain and Portugal had half a
century’s start of England and France and Holland. ‘

And Germany never started. The King of Spain was
Emperor of Germany in those crucial years, and the Pope had
given the monopoly of America to Spain, and not simply to
Spain but to the kingdom of Castile. This must have restrained
both Germany and Holland at first from American adventures.
The Hansa towns were quasi-independent; they had no monarch
behind them to support them, and no unity among themselves
for so big an enterprise as oceanic exploration. It was the
misfortune of Germany, and perhaps of the world, that, as we
will presently tell, a storm of warfare exhausted her when all the
Western powers were going to this newly-opened school of trade
and administration upon the high seas.

Slowly throughout the sixteenth century the immense good
fortune of Castile unfolded itself before the dazzled eyes of
Europe. She had found a new world, abounding in goiq and
silver and wonderful possibilities of settlement. It wag g]) herg
because the Pope had said so. The Court of Rome, in ap access
of magnificence, had divided this new world of strange g, dzs
which was now opening out to the European imap} tl.l ’
between the Spanish, who were to have everythin wgma, 1on,
line 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde Islands an c% theSt of a
guese, to whom everything east of this line Wz;s T\ She Portu-

At first the only people encountereq }, th Een. .
America were savages of & Mongolojg & Y the Spaniards in
savages were cannibals. l{t is o misfortune' e ny of til;aﬁsz
the first Europeans to reac eri science tha

s P America were these rather incurious
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Spaniards, without any scientific passion, thirsty for gold, and
full of the blind bigotry of a recent religious war. They made
few intelligent observations of the native methods and ideas
of these primordial people. They slaughtered them, they
robbed them, they enslaved them, and baptized them; but
they made small note of the customs and motives that changed
and vanished under their assault. They were as destructive
and reckless as the early British settlers in Tasmania, who
shot at sight the Palwmolithic men who still lingered there and
put out poisoned meat for them to find.

Great areas of the American interior were prairie land, whose
nomadic tribes subsisted upon vast herds of the now Ppractically
extinct bison. In their manner of life, in their painted garments
and their free use of paint, in their general physical characters,
these prairie Indians showed remarkable resemblances to the
Later Pal®olithic men of the Solutrean age in Europe. But
they had no horses. They seem to have made no very great
advance from that primordial state, which was probably the
state in which their ancestors had reached America. They had,
however, a knowledge of metals, and most notably a free use
of native copper, but no knowledge of iron.

As the Spaniards penetrated into the continent, they found
and they attacked, plundered, and destroyed two separate
civilized systems that had developed in America, perhaps quite
independently of the civilized systems of the old world. Ope
of them was the Aztec c1_v1hza.t10n of Mexico; the other, that of
Peru. They may have arisen out of the Neolithic sub-civilization
that had spread across the Pacific, island by island, step by step
age after age, from it8 region of origin round and about the
Mediterranean. We have already noted one or two points of
interest in these unique developments. They were thousands
of years behind the Orient and Mediterranean. Along their own
lines these civilized peoples_ of America had reached to a state
of affairs roughly parallel with the culture of pre-dynastic Epvpt
or the early Sumerian cities. Beforethe Aztecs and'the Pemvgizﬁs
there had been still earlier civilized beginnings which had either
been destroyed by their successors, or which had failed and
relapsed of their own accord.

The Aztece seem to have been a conquering, ) .
people, dominating a more civilized commu!ﬁtygase:flecl:rl;m‘l
dominated Greece and North India. Their ans

l’e].igion was &
buman sacrifices
art. Their minds
need for bloody

primitive, complex, and cruel system, in which
and ceremonial cannibalism played a large p
were haunted by the idea of sin and the



THE RENASCENCE OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 777

propitiations. Their religion was like & dreadful and :complete
caricature -of the primitive sacrificial religions of the old world.

The Aztec civilization was destroyed by an expedition under
Cortez. He had -eleven ships, four hundred Europeans, two
bhundred Indians, sixteen horses, and fourteen guns. But in
Yuocatan he picked up a stray Spaniard who had been a captive
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with the Indians for some years, and who had m
learnt various Indian languages,.and knew that the°£°;t§§ :&B:
was deeply resented by many of its subjects. It wag in alliance

with these that Cortez advanced over th S1n Y
valley of Mexico (1619). ® mountains into the

How he entered Mexico, how its war-chief, Montezuma,

was killed by his own people for favouring the Spaniards, how
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Cortez was besieged in Mexico and escaped with the loss of his
guns and horses, and how after a terrible retreat to the coast
he was able to return and subjugate the whole land, is a romantic
and picturesque story which we cannot even attempt to tell here.
The population of Mexico to this day is largely of native blood,
but Spanish has replaced the native languages, and modern
Mexican culture is Spanish in origin.

The still more curious Peruvian state fell a victim to another
adventurer, Pizarro. He sailed from the Isthmus of Panama
in 1530, with an expedition of a hundred and sixty-eight
Spaniards. Like Cortez in Mexico, he availed himself of the
native dissensions to -secure possession of the doomed state.
Like Cortez, too, who had made a captive and tool of Montezuma,
he seized the Inca of Peru by treachery, and attempted to rule
in his name. ‘

Here again we cannot do justice to the tangle of subsequent
events, the ill-planned insurrections of the natives, the arrival
of Spanish reinforcements from Mexico, and the reduction of the
state to a Spanish province. Nor can we tell much more of
the swift spread of Spanish adventurers over the rest of America,
outside the Portuguese reservation of Brazil. To begin with
each story is nearly always a story of adventurers and of cruelt):
and loot. The Spaniards ill-treated the natives, they quarrelled
among themselves, the law and order of Spain were months
and years away from them; it was only very slowly that the

phase of violence and conquest passed into g phase of govern-

ment and settlement. Bub long before there was much order

in America, a steady stream of gold and sily
across the Atlantic to the Spa.nigsh govemrln}efl: zi%ali,e?;)lgow
After the first violent treasure hunt came plantation and the
working of mines. With that arose the earliest labour difficult
in the new world. At first the Indians were enslaved with muc{
brutality and injustice; but to the honour of the Spaniards
this did not go uncriticized. The natives found champions
and very valiant champions, in the Dominican Order and in a
secular priest Las Casas, who was for a time a planter and slave-
owner in Cuba until his conscience smote him, Ap importag;
of negro slaves from West Africa also began quite ear] in tﬁn
sixteenth century. After some retrogression, Mexicoy B ile
and Spanish South America began to develop into gre;;,t, Il‘:z ’
holding, wealth-producing lands. slave-
We cannot tell here, as we would like to do, of the fine

civilizing work done in South America, and mope especially

among the natives, by the Franciscans, and Presently by the
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Jesuits, who came into America in the latter half of tho sixteenth
century (after 1549). - oo ‘ ; e

So it was that Spain- rose to a temporary power and- promi-
nence in the world’s affairs. It was a very sudden and very
memorable rise. .From the eleventh century this infertile and
corrugated peninsula had ‘been divided against itself, its Christian
population had sustained a perpetual-conflict with the Moors;
then by what seems like an accident it achieved unity just in
time to reap the first harvest of benefit from the discovery of
America. Before that time Spain had always been a poor
country; it is a poor country to-day; almost its only wealth
lies in its mines. For a century, however, through its monopoly
of the gold and silver of America, it dominated the world.

The east and centre of Europe were still overshadowed by
the Turk and Mongol; the discovery of America was itself a
consequence of the Turkish conquests; very largely through
the Mongolian inventions of compass and paper, and under the
stimulus of travel in Asia and of the growing knowledge of
eastern Asiatic wealth and civilization, came this astonishing
blazing up of the mental, physical, and social energies of the
“ Atlantic fringe.”. For close in the wake of Portugal and Spain
came France and England, and presently Holland, each in its
turn taking up the role of expansion and empire overseas.

The centre of interest for European. history, which once lay
in the Levant, shifts now from the Alps and the Mediterranean
Sea to the Atlantic. For some centuries the Turkish Empire,
Russia and Central Asia and China are relatively negleoted
by the limelight of the European historian. Nevertheless,
these central regions of the world remain central, and their
welfare and participation is necessary to the permanent peace
of mankind. -

g1
What Machiavellt Thought of the World,

And now let us consider the political consequences of this
vast release and expansion of European ideas in the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries with the new development of science
the exploration of the world, the great dissemination of know-
ledge through paper and printing, and the spread of a new craving
for freedom and equality. How was it affectip the mentality
of the courts and kings that directed the formalga.ﬁa.irs of man-
kind? We have already shown how the holq of the Catholio
Church upon the consciences of men was weakening at this
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time. Only the Spaniards, :fresh from & long and finally
successful religious war against Islam, had any great enthusiaam
left for the church. The Turkish conquests and ‘the ‘expansion
of the known world robbed the Roman Empire of its former
prestige of universality. The old mental and maral frame-
work of Europe was breaking up. What was h@ppenmg to the
dukes, princes, and kings of the old -dispensation during this
age of change? ‘ ) i

In England, -as we shall tell later, very subtle and Interesting
tendencies were leading towards a mew method in government,
the method of parliament, that was to spread later on over
nearly all the world. But of these tendencies the world ag
large was as yet practically unconscious in the sixteenth century,

Few monarchs have left us intimate diaries; to be a monarch
and to be frank are incompatible feats; monarchy is itself
necessarily a pose. The historian is obliged to speculate about
the contents of the head that wears a crown aas best he can.
No doubt regal psychology has varied with the ages. We have,
however, the writings of a very able :man of this ‘period who
#et himself to study and expound the arts of kingeraft as they
were understood in the later fifteenth century.

This was ‘the celebrated Florentine, Niocolo Machiavelli
(1469-1527). He was of good birth and reasonable fortune,
and he had entered the public employment of the republic by

the time he was twenty-five. For eighteen years he was in the
Florentine diplomatic service; he was engaged upon a number
of embassies, and in 1500 he was sent to France to deal with the
French king. From 1502 to 1512 he wag the right-hand map
of the gonfalonier (the life president) of Florence, Soderini.
Machiavelli reorganized the Florentine army, wrote speeches
for the gonfalonier, was, indeed, the ruling intelligence in
Florentine affairs. When Soderini, who had leant upon the
French, was overthrown by the Medici family, whom the Spanish
supported, Machiavelli, though he tried to transfer his services
to the victors, was tortured on the rack and expelled. He took
up his quarters in a villa near San Casciano, twelve miles or so
from Florence, and there entertained himgelf Partly by collectin,

and writing salacious stories to a friend in Rome, ang pa.rtlg
by writing books about Italian politics in which he could nz
longer play a part. Just as we owe Marco Polo’s book of travels

to his imprisonment, so we owe Machiavelli’s Prince, hig Floren-
and the boredom

tine History, and The Art of War to his downfal)
San Casciano.
of 'I?ile enduring value of these books lies in the clear ideg, they
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give us of the quality and limitations of the: ruling minds: of this
age. Their atmosphere. was his atmosphere. ¥ he brought an

ceptionally keen intelligence' to. their business, that merely
throws it into a brighter light. = - -

His susceptible. mind had' 'been' greatly impressed by the
cunning, cruelty, audacity, and' ambition: of Cwsar Borgis, the
Duke of Valentino, in whose: camp: e had spent some months
as an envoy. In his Prince he idealized this: dazzling: person.
Ciwmsar Borgia (1476-1507), the reader must understand, was
the son of Pope Alexander VI, Rodrigo Borgia (1482-I503):
The reader will perhaps be startled at the idea of a Pope having
a son, but this, we must remember, was a pre-Reformation
Pope. The Papacy at this time was in & mocd of moral relaxa-~
tion, and though Alexander was; as a priest; pledged to live
unmarried, this did not hinder him from living openly with a
sort of unmarried wife, and devoting the resources of Christendom
to the advancement of his family. Cesar-was a youth of spirit
even for the times in which he lived; he liad early caused his
elder brother to be murdered, and also the husband of his sister
Lucrezia. He had, indeed, betrayed' and murdered a number
of people. With his father’s assistance he had become duke of
s wide area of Central Italy when Machiavelli visited him.
He had shown little or no military “ability, but considerable
dexterity and administrative. power. His magnificence was of
the most temporary sort. When. presently his father died, it
collapsed like a pricked bladder. Its unsoundness was not
evident to Machiavelli. Our chief interest in Cwsar Borgia is
that he realized Maochiavelli’s higheat ideals of a superb. and
successful prince. . . '

Much has been written to show that’ Machiavelli had wide
and noble intentions behind kis political writings, but all such
attemapts to ennoble. him will leave the sceptical reader, who
insists on reading the lines instead of reading imaginary things
between: the lines of Machiavelli's work, cold towards him,
This man manifestly had no belief in any righteousnesy 5
all, no belief in & God ruling over the world or in a Gog
in men's hearts, no understanding of the power of consciepq
in men. Not for him were UtOPml visions of WOrld-wid:
human order, or attempts to Tealize the City of gog . S
things he did not want. It seemed to him that to et por.
to gratify one's desires and sensibilities and hates, to Bpow.er.,
triumphantly in the world, must be the crown of h;mmn W agy
Only a prince could fully realize such a life. Some atredwrea,]wi
timidity, or his sense of the poorness of his persona] claims,
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had evidently made him abandon such dreams for himself;
but at least he might hope to serve a prince, to live close to the
gloty, to share the plunder and the lust and the gratified malice.
He might even make himself indispensablel He set -himself,
therefore, to become an ‘“‘expert™ in princecraft.  He assisted
Soderini to fail. When he was racked and rejected by the
Medicis, and had no further hopes of being even & successful
Court parasite, he wrote these handbooks of ounning to show
what a clever servant some prince had lost. His ruling thought,
his great contribution to political literature, was that the
moral obligations upon ordinary men cannot bind. princes.

There is a disposition to ascribe the virtue of patriotism to -
Machiavelli because he suggested that Italy, which was weak
and divided—she had been invaded by the Turks and saved
from conquest only by the death of the Sultan Muhammad,
and she was being fought over by the French and Spanish as
though she was something inanimate—might be united and
strong; but he saw in that possibility only a great opportunity
for a prince. And he advocated a national army only. because
he saw the Italian method of carrying on war by hiring bands
of foreign mercenaries was a hopeless one. At any such time
troops might go over to a befter paymaster or decide to plunder
the state they protected. He had been deeply impressed by
the victories of the Swiss over the Milanese, but he never
fathomed the secret of the free spirit that made those victories
possible. The Florentine militia he created was a complete
failure. He was & man born blind to the qualities that make
peoples free and nations great. . . _

Yet this morally blind man was living in a Little world of
morally blind men. It is clear that his style of thought was
the style of thought of the Court of his time. Behind the
princes of the new states that had grown up out of the wreckage
of the empire and the failure of the church, thers were every-
where chancellors and secretaries and trusted ministers of the
Machiavellian type. Cromwell, for instance, the minister of
Henry VIII of England after his breach with Rome, re
Machiavelli’s Prince as the quintessence of political wisdom.
When the princes were themselves sufficiently clever they too
were Machiavellian. They were scheming to outdo ope another
to rob weaker contemporaries, to destroy rivals, so that the;;
might for & brief interval swagger. They had little or po vision

. of any scheme of human destinies greater than thj game they
played against one another.
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§12
The Republzc of Switzerland.”

It is interesting to note that this Swiss infantry which had
80 impressed Machiavelli was no part of the princely system of
Europe. At the very centre of the European system there had
arisen a little confederation of free states, the Swiss Confederation,
which, after some centuries of nominal adhesion to the Holy
Roman Emplre, became fra.n.k.ly republican in- 1499. As ea.rly
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as the thirteenth century, the peasant farmers of three valleys
round about the Lake of Lucerne took it into their heads that
they would dispense with an. overlord and manage their own
affairs in their own fashion. Their chief trouble came from the
claims of & noble family of the Aar valley, the Habsburg family.
In 1245 the men of Schwyz burnt the castle of New Habsburg
which had been set up near Lucerne to overawe them; its ruins
are still f?{ be zeen there.
This Habsburg family was a growing
it had lands and possessx{ons thro o and soquisitive one;

Py ughout Germany; and
after the extinction of the Hohenstaufen hogse:m Rligollfmgf
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Habsburg was elected Emperer of Germany, a distinction that
became at last practically hereditary in his family. None the
less, the men of Uri, Schwyz, and Unterwalden did not mean to
be ruled by any Habsburg; they formed an Everlusﬁng League
in 1291, and they held their own among the mountains from
that time onward to this day, first as.free- members of the empire
and then as an absolutely independent: confederation. Of the
heroic legend of William Tell we have no space to tell here,
nor have we room in which to trace the gradual extension of
the confederation to its present boundaries. Romanish, Italian,
and French-speaking valleys were presently added to this
valiant little republican group. The red-cross flag of Geneva
has become the symbol of international humanity in the midst
of warfare. The bright and thriving cities of Switzerland have
been a refuge for free men from a score of tyrannies.

§13a
The Life of the Emperor Charles V.

Most: of the figures that stand out in history do so through
some exceptional personal quality, good or bad, that makes them
more significant than their fellows. But there was born &t
Ghent in Belgium, in 1500, a man of commonplace abilities and
melancholy temperament, the son of g mentally defective
mother who had been married for reasons of State, who was,
through no fault of his own, to become the focus of the acoumulat-
ing stresses of Europe. The historian must give him a quite
unmerited and accidental prominence side by side with such
marked individualities as Alexander and Chsdrlemagne and
Frederick II. This waa the Emperor Charles V. Yor a time
he had an air of being the greatest monarch in Europe since
Charlemagne. Both he and his illusory greatness wepe the
results of the matrimonial statecraft of his grandfather, the
Emperor Maximilian I (1459-1519).

Some families have fought, others have intrigued thejr wa
to world power; the Habsburgs married their way. xxmlha;
began his career with the inheritance of the Eabsburgs, Avustria
Styria, part of Alsace and other distriots; he married. g1
lady’s name scarcely matters to us—the Netherlands apg
Burgundy. Most of Burgundy slipped from him after hig fipgt
wife’s death, but the Netherlands he held, Then he tried
unsuccessfully to marry Brittany. He became Emperor in
guccession to his father, Frederick III, in 1493, apg married the

duchy of Milan. Finally he married his son. to the weak-minded,
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daughter of Ferdinand and. Isabells, the. Ferdinand: and, Isabella
of Columbus, who not: only reigned over & freshly united. Spain,
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and over Sardinia and the kingdom of the two it .
by virtue of the papal gifts to Castile, over alloAsxf;hﬁ::' b
of Brazil. So it was that Charles, his grandson, inherited ,::::
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of the American continent and between a third and & half of
what the Turks had left of Europe. The father of Charles died
in 1506, and Maximilian did his best to secure his grandson’s
election to the imperial throne. :
Charles succeeded to the Netherlands in 1506; he became
practically king of* the Spanish' dominions, his mother being
imbecile; when his grandfather Ferdindnd died in 1516; and his
grandfather Maximilian dying in 1519, he was in 1520 elected
Emperor at the still comparatively tender age of twenty.
His_election_as. Emperor was_opposed by the young and
brilliant. French King Francis I, who had siéceeded to the
French throne in 1515 at the age of twenty-one. The candidature
of Francis was supported by Leo X (1513), who also requires
fromi us the epithet brilliant. It was, indeed, an age of brilliant
monarchs. It was the age of Baber in India (1526-1530) and
Suleiman in Turkey (1520). Both _Leo and Francis dreaded
the concentration of so much power in the hands-of one man
ag the election of Charles threatened. The only other monarch
who seemed to inatter in Europe was Henry VIII, who had
become King of England in 1509 at the age of eighteen. He
also offered himself as a candidate for the empire, and the
imaginative English reader may amuse himself by working out
the possible consequences of such an election. i
There was much scope for diplomecy in this triangle of
kings. Charles on his way from Spein to Germany visited
England and secured the support of Henry against Francis
by bribing his minister, Cardinal Wolsey. Henry also made
a great parade of fnendghlp with Franecis; there was feasting,
tournaments, and such-like antiquated gaellantries in France,
in a courtly picnie knOW_n to historians as the Field of the
Cloth of Gold (1520). Knighthood was becoming a picturesque
affectation in the sixteenth century, The Emperor Maximilien I
is still called “the last of the knights” by German historians,
The election of Charles was secured, it is to be noted, by a
vast amount of bribery.- He had, as his chief supporters and
creditors, the great German business house of the Fuggers,
That large treatment of money and credit which we calj finance
which had gone out of European political life with the colla,psé
of the Roman Empire, was now coming back to Power. This
appearance of the Fuggers, whose houses and palaceg outshone
those of the emperors, marks the upward movement, of forces
that had begun two or three centuries earlier in Cahorg in France
and in Florence and othe'r Italian towns. Money, public debts
and social unrest and discontent re-enter upon the Winiature
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stage of this Qutline. Charles V was not so much & Habsburg
as a Fugger emperor. '

For a time this fair, not very intelligent-looking young man
with the thick upper lip and long, clumsy chin was largely a
puppet in the hands of his ministers. Able servants after the
order of Machiavelli guided him at first in the arts of kingship.
Then in a slow but effectual way he began to assert himself.
He was confronted at the very outset of his reign in Germany
withthe perplexing dissensions
of "Christendom.. The revolt
against the papal rule which
had been going on since the
days of Huss and Wycliffe had
been recently exasperated by
a new and unusually cynical
selling of indulgences to raise
money for the completion of
St. Peter’s at Rome. A monk
named Luther, who had been
consecrated as a priest, who

N

had taken to reading the Bible, gt 4
and who, while visiting Rome &(f’\\—/’ -
on the business of his Order, i ==
bad been much shocked by Tuther

the levity and worldly splen- (afta- Cranach)

dour of the Papacy, had come

forward against these papal expedients at Wittenberg (1517),
offering disputation and propounding certain theses. An im-
portant controversy ensued.

At first Luther carried on this controversy in Latin, but
presently took to German, and speedily had the people in a
ferment. Charles found this dispute raging when he came
from Spain to Germany. He summoned an assembly or “diet”
of the empire at Worms on the Rhine. To this, Luther, who
had been asked to recant his views by Pope Leo X, and who had
réfused to do so, was summoned. He came, and, entirely in
the spirit of Huss, refused to recant unless he was convine d
of his error by logical argument or by the authority of Sorj & ©
But his protectors among the princes were too powerful § Pture.
to suffer the fate of John Huss. - or him

Here was a perplexing situation for the
Thére is reason to suppose that he was inclined
Luther against the Pope. Leo X had oppo:
Charles, and was friendly with his riva

young Emperor,
at first to support
sed the election of
l, Francis I, By
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Charles V was not a good' Machiavellian, and he had' acquired
in Spain a considerable religious sincerity. He decidé.d against
Luther. Many of the German princes, aend especially the
Elector of Saxony, sided with the reformer. Luther went into
hiding under the protection of the Saxon Elector, and Charles
found himself in the presence of the opening rift that was to
split Christendom into two contending camps.

Close upon these disturbances, and probably connected with

them, there came a widespread peasants’ revolt throughout

Germany. This outbreak frightened Luther very effectually. He

. was shocked by its excesses, and from that time forth the Refor-

mation he advocated ceased to: be a Reformation according to

» the people and became a Reformation according to the princes.

_ He lost his confidence in that free judgment for which he had
“stood up so manfully.

Meanwhile Charles realized that his great empire was in a
very serious danger both from the west and from.the east. On
the west of him was his spirited rival, Francis I; to the east
was the Turk in Hungary, in alliance with Francis and clamoyr-
ing for certain arrears of tribute from.the Austrian dominions,
Charles had the money and army of Spain. at. his. disposal, but
it was extremely difficult to get any effective. support in money
from Germany. His grandfather had developed a German
infantry on the Swiss:model, very much upon the lines expounded
in Machiavelli's Art of War, but these troops had to be paid
and his imperial subsidies had to be: supplemented by unsecured
borrowings, which. were finally to bring his. supporters, the
Fuggers, to ruin. . 7

On the whole, Charles, in alliance: with Henry VIII, was
successful against Francis I and the Turk. Their chief battle-
field was North Italy; the generalship was dull on both sides;
their advances and retreats depended chiefly on, the, arrival of
reinforcements. The German army invaded France, failed to
take Marseilles, fell back into. Italy, lost Milan, and was besieged
in Pavia. Francis I made 2 long and unsuccessful siege of Pavia,
was caught by fresh German forces, defeated, wounded, and
taken prisoner. He sent back a message to his queen that all
was ‘“‘lost but honour,” made a humiliating peace, anq broke
it as soon as he was liberated—so that even the salvage of
honour was but temporary. . i

Henry th &I;;l the Pope, ;n obedéen:?l

javellian strategy, now went over to the gjde
.Magg:: :0 prevent Charles becoming too powerful, ’.l‘hoef G{rrﬂi::
::oops in Milan, under the Constable of Bourbon, being unpaid,

to the rules of



THE RENASCENCE ‘OF WHESTERN CIVILIZATION 789

forced 'rather than followed their commander into a raid upon
Rome. They stormed the -city and pillaged it (1627). The
Pope took refuge in the Castle of St. Angelo while ‘the looting
and slaughter went on. .He bought off the German troops at
last by the payment of four hundred thousand -ducats. Ten
years of suoh stupid and -confused fighting impoverished all
Burope and left ‘the Emperor in possession of Milan. In 1530,
he was crowned by the Pope—he was the last German Emperor -
o be crowined by the Pope—at Bologna. One thinks of the
rathér —diill-looking ‘blond face, ‘
with its long lip and chin, bearing
the solemn expression of one
who endures a doubtful though
probably honourable ceremony.

Meanwhile the Turks were
making great headway in
Hungary. They had defeated
and killed the King of Hungary
in 1526, they held Buda and Pesth,
in 1529, as we have already noted,
Suleiman the Magnificent very
nearly took Vienna. The
Emperor was greatly concerned .
by these advances, and did his utmost to drive back the
Turks, but he found the greatest difficulty in getting the
German princes to unite, even with this formidable enemy npon
their very borders. o . ‘ o

Francis I remained implacable for a time, and there was a
new French war; but in 1538 Charles won his rival over to a
more friendly attitude by ravaging the south of France. Francis
and Charles then formed an alliance against the Turk, but the
Protestant princes, the German princes who were resolved tq
break away from Rome, had formed a league, the Schmalkaldie
League (named after the little town of Schmalkalden in Hegge
at which its constitution was arranged), against the Emperol-'
and, in the plece of & great campaign to recover Hungary f )
Christendom, Charles bad to turn his mind to the gathe Ior
internal struggle in Germany. Of that struggle he saw Ting
the opening war, It was & struggle, a sanguinary ir t.ollly
bickering of princes for ascendancy, now flaming into rational
destruction, now sinking back fo intrigues and g lwar and
it was a snake’s sack of Machiavellian policies tha,tp omacies;
on writhing incurably right into the nineteenth centuwas to go
waste and desolate Central Europe again and again, ry, and to
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The Emiperor never seems to
- have grasped the true forces at
- work in these gathering troubles,
- He was, for his time and station,
an exceptionally worthy man, and
he seems to have taken the re-
ligious dissensions that were tear-
ing Europe into warring fragments
- 88 genuine theological diﬁei];ces.
He gathered diets and councils in
futile attempts at reconciliation,
Formule and confessions were
, ‘ tried over. The student of
German history must struggle with the details of the Religious
Peace of Nurlt;{nberg, the settlement at the Diet of Ratisbon,
the Interim of Augsburg, and the like. Here we do but mention
them as details in the worried life of this culminating
empAeBroa matter of fact, hardly one of the multifarioss princes
and rulers in Europe seems to have been acting in good faith.
The widespread religious trouble of the world, the desire of the
common people for truth and social righteousness, the spreading
‘knowledge of the time, all those things were merely counters
'in the imaginations of princely diplomacy. Henry VIII of
England, who had begun his career with a book written against
‘heresy, and who had been rewarded by.thq POpe' with the title
;of *“Defender of the Faith,” being anxious to divorce his firgt
e, because she was sonless, in favour of an animated youn,
lady named Anne Boleyn, and wishing also to turn against the
“Exinperor in favour of Fraxois I and to loot the vast wealth of
the church in England, joined the company of Protestans Princes
in 15630. Sweden, Denmark and Norway had already gone over
to the Protestant side. .
The German religious war began in 1546, a few monthg after
the death of Martin Luther. We need not trouble aboyt the
incidents of the campaign. The Protestant Saxon army wag
badly beaten at Lochau. By scmething very like a breach of
faith, Philip of Hesse, the Emperor’s chief remaining antagonist,
was caught and imprisoned, ?,nd the Turks were bought off by
the payment of an annual trgbute. In 15647, to the great relief
of the Emperor, Francis I died. So by 1547 Charles got, to a
kind of settlement, and made his last efforty o effect peace
where there was no peace. .
In 1562 sll Germany was at war again, only a Precipitate




THE RENASCENCE OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 781

flight from Innsbriick saved Charles from capture, and, with the
treaty of Passau, came another unstable equilibrium. Charles
was now utterly weary. of the cares and splendours of empire;
he had never had a very sound constitution, he was naturally
indolent, and he was suffering greatly from gout. He abdicated,
He made over all his sovereign rights in Germany to his brother
Ferdinand, and.Spain and the Netherlands:he resigned to his
son Philip. Then in a sort of magnificent dudgeon he: retired
to a monastery at Yuste, among the oak and chestnut forests in
the hills to the north of the Tagus o . N _
valley, and there he died in 15568,
Much- has been written in &
sentimental vein of this retire-
ment, this renunciation of the |-
world by this tired, majestic Titan,
world-weary, seeking in an austere
solitude his peace with God. But -
his retreat was neither solitary
nor austere; he had with' him
nearly a hundred and fifty attend-.
ants; his establishment had all the
indulgences without the fatigues
of a Court, and Philip IT was . . =
a dutiful son to whom his father’s- advice was a command.
As for his austerities, let. Prescott witness: “In the almost
daily ocorrespondence between -Quixada, or Gaztelu, and the
Secretary of State at Valladolid, there. is scarcely a letter
that does not turn more or less on the Emperor’s. eating or
his iliness. The one seems naturally to follow like a i
commentary on the other. It is rare that such topics have
formed the burden of communications with the' department of
State. It must have been no easy matter for the secretary to
preserve his gravity in the perusal of dispatches in which politjcs
and gastronomy. were 8o strangely mixed together. The couriep
from Valladolid to Lisbon was ordered to make a detour, g ag
to take Jarandilla in his route and bring supplies for the royal
table. On Thursdaya he was to bring fish to serve for
Jour maigre that was to follow. The trout in the neighbourhood
Charles thought too small; so others, of a larger size were to
be sent from Valladolid. Fish of every kind wag 4o his 1 :
as, indeed, wasg anything that in its nature op habits at g]i
approached to fish. Eels, froga, oysters, ocoupied an im
}’l”:iin the fr;:yal bill of m Potted fish, especially Pomt
oun t favour with him; anch s
groa + and he regrotted that he had ng,

ol
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brought a better supply of these from ‘the Low ‘Countries. On
an-eel-pasty he particularly doted.” .. 2 .

In 1664 Charles had obtained a bull from Pope.Ju'hu_s o1
granting him a dispensation from fasting, and allowing him to
break his fast early in ‘the morning even when he was to take
the sacrament. .

“That Charles was not altogether unmindful of his wearing
apparel in Yuste may be inferred from the fact that his wardrobe
contained no fewer than sixteen robes of silk and velvet, lined
with ermine, or eider down, or soft hair ‘of the Barbary goat.
As to the furniture and upholstery of his apartments, how little
reliance is to be placed on the reports 8o carelessly circulated
about these may be gathered from a single glance at the invento,
of his effects, prepared by Quixada and Gaztelu soon after their
master’s death. Among the items we find carpets from Turkey
and Alearez, canopies of velvet and other stuffs, hangings of
fine black cloth, which since his mother’s death he bad always
chosen for his own bedroom; while the remaining apartments
were provided with no fewer than twenty-five suits of tapestry,
from the looms of Flanders, richly embroidered with figures of
snimals and with landscapes. . . .

“Among the different pieces of plate we find :some of pure
gold, and others especially noted for their curious workmanship;
snd a8 this was an age in which the art of working the Precious
metals was carried to the highest perfection, we cannot doubt
that some of the finest speocimens had come into the Emperor's
possession. - The whole amount of plate was estimated at between
twelve and thirteen thousand ounces jn weight.” . , 1

‘Charles had never acquired the habit of reading, but he would
be read aloud to at meals after the fashion of Charlemagne,
and would make what one narrator describes as g “sweet and
heavenly commentary.” He also-amused himself with technical
toys, by listening to music or sermons, and by attending to the
imperial business that still came drifting in to him. The death
of the Empress, to whom he was greatly attached, had turneq
his mind towards religion, which in his case took a punctilious
and ceremonial form; every Fridey in Lent he scourged himge]f
with the rest of the monks with such good will as to draw bloog

These exercises and the gout released a bigotry in Charle;
that had been hitherto restrained by oonsiderations of policy
The appearance of Protestant teaching close at hand ip Valladolid
roused him to fury. “Tell the grand inquisitor and his couneil
from me to be at their posts, and to lay the axe gt the root of

3 Prescott’s Appendix to Robertson's History of Charles P,
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the evil before it spreads further.” . . . He expressed a doubt
whether it would not be well, in so black an effair, to dispense
with the ordinary course of justice, and to show no mercy, “lest
the criminel, if pardened, should have the opportunity of
repeating his .erime,” He recommended, as an .example, his
own mode of proceeding in the Netherlands, “where all who
remained obstinate in their errors were burned alive, and those
who were admitted to penitence were beheaded.”

And almost symbolical of Charles's place and réle in history
was his preoccupation with funerals. It was as .if he felt the
need to write Finis to something exhsusted. He not onmly
attended every actual funeral that was celebrated at Yuste,
but he had services conducted for the absent dead, he held a
funeral service in memory of his wife on the anniversary of her
death, and, finally, he celebrated his own obsequies.

““The chapel was hung with black, and the blaze of hundreds
of wax lights was scarcely sufficient to dispel the darkness.
The brethren in their conventual dress, and -all the Emperor's
household clad in deep mourning, gathered round a huge cata-
falque, shrouded also in black, which had been raised in the
centre of the chapel. The service for the burial of the dead
was then performed; and, amidst the dismal wail of the monks,
the prayers ascended for the departed spirit, that it might be
received into the mansions of the blessed. The sorrowful
attendants were melted to tears as the image of their master’s
death was presented to their minds—or they were touched, it
may be, with compassion by this pitiable display of weakness.
Charles, muffled in a dark mantle, and bearing a lighted candle
in his hand, mingled with his household, the spectator of his
own obsequies; and the doleful ceremony was concluded by hia
placing the taper in the hands of the priest, in sign of his sur-
rendering up his soul to the Almighty.”

Other accounts make Charles wear a shroud and lie in the
coffin, remaining there alone until the last mourner had left the
chapel.

%ithin two months of this masquerade he was dead. Apq
the greatness of the Holy Roman Empire died with him
Holy Romean Empire struggled on, indeed, to the daye of
Napoleon, but as an invalid and dying thing, To ‘this da.y. itn
unburied tradition poisons our political ajr, ¥





