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soon busy staking out claims in North America and the West
Indies.

Neither the Danish kingdom (which at that time included
Norway and Iceland) mor the Swedes secured very much in
the scramble. The Danes annexed some of the West Indian
islands. Sweden got none. Both Denmark and Sweden sat
this time were deep in the affairs of Germany. We have already
named Gustavus Adolphus, the Protestant ““Lion of the North,”
and mentioned his campaigns in Germany, Poland and Russia.
These Eastorn European regions are great absorbents of energy,
and the strength that might have given Sweden a large share
in the new world reaped a barren harvest of glory in Europe.
Such small settlements as the Swedes made in America presently
fell to the Dutch.

The Hollanders, too, with the ¥rench monarchy under
Cardinal Richelieu and under Louis XIV eating its way across
the Spanish Netherlands towards their frontier, had not the
undistracted resources that Britain, behind her “silver streak”
of sea, could put into overseas adventures.

Moreover, the absolutist efforts of James I and Charles I,
and the restoration of Charles IT, had the effect of driving out
from England a great number of sturdy-minded, republican-
spirited Protestants, men of substance and charaocter, who set
up in America, and particularly in New England, out of reach,
88 they supposed, of the king and his taxes. The Mayflower
was only one of the pioneer vessels of a stream of emigrants.
It was the luck of Britain that they remained, though dissentient
in spirit, under the British flag. The Dutch never sent out
settlers of the same quantity and quality, first because their
Spanish rulers would not let them, and then because they had
got possession of their own country. And though there was a
great emigration of Protestant Huguenots from the dragonnades
and persecution of Louis XIV, they had Holland and England
close at hand as refuges, and their industry, skill and sobriety
went mainly to strengthen those countries, and particularly
England. A few of them founded settlements in Carolina, bug
these did not remain French; they fell first to the Spanish and
ﬁmérli mnthchEngHSh' h the Swedish

e Dutch settlements, with the Swedish, algq
to Britain; Nicuw Amsterdam became Britigh in 16;20?13?3
name was changed to New York, as the reader may learn very
cheerfully in Washington Irving's Knickerbocker’s H; of
New York. The state of affairs in Norty Amerj Y

indicated very clearly by a map we have adaptecfa fr:nml;’:g ;
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Robinson’s Medieval and Modern T'imes. The British power
was established along the east coast from Savennsh to the
St. Lawrence River, and Newfoundland and considerable northern
areas, the Hudson Bay Company territories, had been acquired
by treaty from the French. The British ocoupied Barbados
(almost their oldest American possession) in 1605, and acquired
Jamaica, the Bahamas, and British Honduras from the Spaniards.
But France was pursuing & very dangerous and alarming game,
a game even more dangerous and alarming on the map than in
reality. She had made real settlements in Quebec and Montreal
to the north and at New Orleans in the south, and her explorers
and agents had pushed south and north, making treaties with
the American Indians of the great plains and setting up claims
—without setting up towns—right across the continent bebind
the British. But the realities of the case are not adequately
represented in this way. The British colonies were being very
solidly settled by a good class of people; they already numbered
a population of over a million; the French at that time hardly
counted a tenth of that. They had a number of brilliant
travellers and missionaries at work, but no substance of popula-
tion behind them.

Many old maps of America in this period are still to be
found, maps designed to soare and “rouse” the British to a sense
of the “designs of France” in America. War broke out in 1754,
and in 1759 the British and Colonial forces under General Wolfe
took Quebec and completed the conquest of Canada in the next
year. In 1763 Canada was finally ceded to Britain. (But the
western part of the rather indefinite region of Louisiana in the
south, named after Louis XIV, remained outside the British
sphere. It was taken over by Spain; and in 1800 it was recovered
by France. Finally, in 1803, it was bought from France by the
United States government.) In this Canadian war the Amerigan
colonists gained a considerable experience of the military art,
and a knowledge of Bntis_h military organization that wag u;
be of great use to them & little later.

§ 11
Britain Dominates India,

It was not only in America that the Frep ce
powers clashed. The condition of India at thig ﬁ,:l; and British
interesting and attractive to European adventure qu;ne very
Mong?l Empire of Baber, Akbar, and Anmngzel:s;ms ne El‘;&t
gone in decay. What had happened to India was very I:::: a.ll:li
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of the native spirit. In the south-west e Hindu people, the
Moahrattas, had risen against Islam, restored Brahminism as the
ruling religion, and for a time extended their power over the
whole southern triengle of India. In Reajputana, also, the rule
of Islam was replaced by Brahminism, and at Bhurtpur and
Jaipur there ruled powerful Rejput princes. In Oudh there was
& Shiite kingdom, with its capital at Lucknow, and Bengal was
also a separate (Moslem) kingdom. Away in the Punjab to the
north had arisen a very interesting religious body, the Sikhs,
proclaiming the universal rule of one God and assailing both
the Hindu Vedas and the Moslem Koran. Originally a pacific
sect, the Sikhs presently followed the example of Islam and
gought—at first very disastrously to themselves—to establish
the kingdom of God by the sword. And into this confused and
disordered but very vital renascent Indian India there presently
(1738) came an invader from the north, Nadir Shah (1736-47),
the Turcoman ruler of Persia, who swept down through the
Khyber Pass, broke every army that stood in his way, and captured
and sacked Delhi, carrying off an enormous booty. He left the
north of India so utterly broken, that in the next twenty years
there were no less than six other successful plundering raids into
North India from Afghanistan, which had become an independent
state at the death of Nadir Shah. For a time Mahrattas fought
with Afghans for the rule of North India; then the Mahratta power
broke up into a series of principalities, Indore, Gwalior, Baroda,
and others. India in the soventeenth century was very like the

Europe of the seventh and eight centuries, a land of slow revival,
distressed by foreign raiders.

This was the India into which the French and English were
thrusting during the eighteenth century.

A succession of other European powers had been struggling
for & commerical and political footing in India and the east ever
gince Vasco da Gama hed made his memorable voyage round
the Cape to Calicut. The sea trade of India had Previously
been in the hands of the Red Sca Arabs, and the Portuguese wop
it from them in a series of sea fights. The Portuguese g
the bigger, and carried & heavier armament. For a time th
Portuguese held the Indian trade as their own, apq Lisb o
outshone Venice ag a mart for Oriental spices; the sevente th
century, however, saw the Dutch grasping at th; m enth
At the crest of their power the Dutch had settlement‘;noé)oly.
Cape of. Good Hope, they peld Mauritius, they had two est:blizlllle
ments in Persia, twelve in India, six in Ceylon,

the East Indies they had dotted their fortified st:?;g, nb;l'l 01‘3732

hips were
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their selfish resolution to exclude traders of any other European
nationality forced the Swedes, Danes, French, and English
into hostile competition. The first effectual blows at their
overseas monopoly were struck in European waters by the
viotories of Blake, the English republican admiral; and by
the opening of the eighteenth century both the English and

{The chicf’ Forcign Settlements 1n INDI 2
at the end of the 17% Contary

French were in vigorous competition with the Dutch for trade
and privileges throughout India. At Madras, Bombay, and
Calcutta the English established their headquarters; Pondicherry
and Chandernagore were the chief French settlements,

At first all these European powers came mere]

. Y as traders,
and the only establishments they attempted were warehouses;
but the unsettled state of the country, and the unserupulous

of their rivals, made it natural for the P
methods g m to fOl‘t]_fy and
arm their gettlements, and this armament made them attractive

allies of tho various warring princes who now divideq India.
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And it was entirely in the spirit of the new European nationalist
politics that when the French took one side, the British should
take another. The great leader upon the English side was
Robert Clive, who was bor% in 17265, {'E'i,': went -toflngli: in 1743.
His chief antagonist was Dupleix. story of this struggle
throughout the first half of the eighteenth century is too long
and intricate to be told here. By 1761 the British found them-
selves completely dominant in the Indian peninsula. At Plassey
(1767) and at Buxar (1764) their armies gained striking and
conclusive victories over the army of Bengal and the army of
Oudh, The Great Mogul, nominally their overlord, became in
effect their puppet. They levied taxes over great areas; they
exacted indemnities for real or fancied opposition.

These successes were not gained directly by the forces of
the King of England; they were gained by the East India Trading
Company, which had been originally at the time of its incor-
poration under Queen Elizabeth no more than a company of
sca adventurers. Step by step they had been forced to raise
troops and arm their ships. And now this trading company,
with its tradition of gain, found itself dealing not merely in
spices and dyes and tea and jewels, but in the revenues and
texritories of princes and the destinies of India. It had come
to buy and sell, and it found itself achieving a tremendous
piracy. There was no one to challenge its proceedings. Is it
any wonder that its captains and commanders and officials,
nay, even its olerks and common eoldiers, came back to England
loaded with spoils?! Men under such circumstances, with a
great and wealthy land at their mercy, could not determine
what they might or might not do. It was a strange land to
them with a strange sunlight; its brown people were a different
race, outside their range of sympathy; its temples and build-
ings seemed to sustain fantastio standards of behaviour.

Englishmen at home were perplexed when presently these
generals and officials came back to make dark accusations against
each other of extortions and cruelties. Upon thg Parliament
pPassed a vote of censure, He commitied suicide in 1774, In
1788 Warren Hastings, a second great Indian administrator,
was impeached and acquitted (1792). It was a strange and
unprecedented sitnation in the world’s history. The English
Parliament found iteelf ruling over & London trading company,
which in its turn was dominating an_empire far greater and
more populous than aj] the domains of the British crown. Te
the bulk of the English people India was a remote, fantastio,
almost inacoessible land, to which adventurous poor young men
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went out, to return after many years very rich and very cholerio
old gentlemen. It was difficult for the English to conceive wha
the life of these countless brown millions in the eastern sunshine

could be. Their imaginations declined the task. India re-
qﬁ@ South of wrmmm subject to
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mained romantically unreal. It was impossible for the English,
therefore, to exert any effective supervision and control over
the company’s proceedings.

§12
Russia’s Ride to the Pacific.

And while the great peninsula of the south of A
falling under the dominion of the English sea tradeess,l:.: :;:al,ll‘ll;
remarkable reaction of Europe upon Asia wag going on in the
porth. We have told how the Christian states of Russia re-
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covered their independence from the Golden Horde, and how the
Tsar of Moscow became master of the republic of Novgorod; and
in § 5 of this chapter we have told of Peter the Great joining the
circle of Grand Monarchs and, as it were, dragging Russia
into Europe. The rise of this great central power of the old
world, which is neither altogether of the East nor altogether
of the West, is one of the utmost importance to our human destiny.
We have also told in the same chapter of the appearance of a
Christian steppe people, the Cossacks, who formed a barrier
between the feudal agriculture of Poland and Hungary to the
west and the Tartar to the cast. The Cossacks were the wild
east of Europe, and in many ways not unlike the wild west of
the United States in the middle nincteenth century. All who
had made Russia too hot to hold them, eriminals as well as the
persecuted innocent, rebellious serfs, religious sectaries, thieves,
vagabonds, murderers, sought asylum in the southern steppes,
and there made a fresh start and fought for life and freedom
against Pole, Russian, and Tartar alike. Doubtless fugitives
from the Tartars to the cast also contributed to the Cossack
mixture. Chief among these new nomad tribes were the Ukraine
Cossacks on the Dnieper and the Don Cossacks on the Don.
Slowly these border folks were incorporated in the Russian
imperial service, much as the Highland clans of Scotland were
converted into regiments by the British government. New
lands were offered them in Asia. They became a weapon against
the dwindling power of the Mongolian nomads, first in Turkestan
and then across Siberia as far as the Amur.

The decay of Mongol energy in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries is very difficult to explain. Within two or three cen-
turies from the days of Jengis and Timurlane, central Asia had
relapsed from a period of world ascendancy to extreme political
impotence. Changes of climate, unrecorded pestilences, in-
fections of a malarial type, may have played their part in thig
recession—which may be only a temporary recession measured
by the scale of universal history—of the Central Asian peoples
Sorne authorities think that the spread of Buddhist teaching from
China also had a pacifying influence upon them. Ag any rate
by the sixteenth century the Mongol Tartar and Turkigh oples
Pverete.;; londg ' p;c.::lsing ouﬁm:‘rd]; bab were being illvadelc;e £zb-
jugated, and pushed back bot Christi s i
me"& All’ly Ching fo tho ersk y 1an Russia in the west

through the scventeenth cep '
spreading eastgmrd from Eurqpea.n Rusg?fa:gzmcﬁi’:ﬁcx::
they found agricultural conditions, Cordons of forts and stations
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formed a moving frontier to these settlements to the south,
where the Turkomans were still strong and active; to the north-
east, however, Russia bad no frontier until she reached right
to the Pacific. . . .

At the same time China was in a phase of expansion. The
Manchu conquerors had brought a new energy into Chinese
affairs, and their northern interests led to a considerable north-
ward expansion of the Chinese civilization and influence into
Manchuria and Mongolia. So it was that by the middle of the
eighteenth century the Russians and Chinese were in contaect
in Mongolia. At this period China ruled eastern Turkestan,
Tibet, Nepal, Burma, and Annam. . , .

The Manchu period in China was also one of considerable
literary activity. Parallel with their European equivalents
but quite independently, the Chinese novel and short story rose
to high levels of style and interest, and there were important
developments of the Chinese drams. Much fine landscape
was painted, colour printing was invented, copper engraving
learnt from the Jesuit missionaries, and the manufacture of
Chinese porcelain was carried to unexampled heights. But
as the eighteenth century wore on the msthetic quality of this
latter product declined through the readiness of the potters
to adapt themselves to what they considered to be European
taste. There was a steady exportation throughout all this
century to the palaces, chateaux and country houses of the
European nobility and gentry. European pottery imitated
and competed with the Chinese product but never bettered it.
The European tea trade also began.

We have mentioned a Japanese invasion of China (or rather
of Korea). Except for this aggression upon Chins, Japan plays
no part in our history before the nineteenth century. Like
China under the Mings, Japan had set her face resolutely against
the interference of foreigners in her affairs. She was a country
leading her own civilized life, magically sealed against intruders.
We have told little of her hitherto because there was little to
tell. Her picturesque and romantic history stands apart from
the general drams of human affairs. Her population waas
chiefly a Mongolian population, with some very interesting
white people suggestive of a primitive Nordie type, the Hairy
Ainu, in_the northern islands. Her civilization geemg to have
been derived almost entirely from Korea and Chipg,: her art is
a special development of Chinese art, her writing an’adapta.tion
of the Chinese script.
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§13
What Gibbon Thought of the World in 1780,

In these preceding twelve sections we have been
with an age of division, of separated nationalities. We have
already deseribed this period of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries as an interregnum in the progress of mankind towards
a world-wide unity. Throughout this period there was no
unifying idea in men’s minds. The impulse of the Empire had
failed until the Emperor was no more than one of a number
of competing princes, and the dream of Christendom, also, was
& fading dreem. The developing *“powers” jostled one another
throughout the world; but for & time it seemed that they might
jostle one another indefinitely without any great catastrophe
to mankind. The great geographical discoveries of the sixteenth
century had so enlarged human resources that, for all their
divisions, for all the waste of their wars and policies, the people
of Europe enjoyed a considerable and increasing prosperity.
Central Europe recovered steadily from the devastation of the
Thirty Years’ War.

Looking back upon this period which came to its climax in
the eighteenth century, looking back, as we can begin to do
nowadays, and seeing its events in relation to the centuries that
came before it and to the great movements of the present time,
we are able to realize how transitory and provisional were its
political forms and how unstable its securities. Provisional it
was a8 no other age has been provisional, an age of assimilation
and recuperation, & political pause, a gathering up of the ideas
of men and the resources of science for a wider human effort,
But the contemporary mind did not see it in that light. The
failure of the great creative ideas as they had been formulated in
the Middle Ages, had left human thought for a time destitute of
the guidance of creative idecas; even educated and imaginative
men saw the world undramatically; no longer as an interply
ef effort and destiny but as a scene in which a trite hﬂppinesz
was sought and the milder virtues were rewarded. Ty was n
simply the contented and conservative-minded who, in g ot
of rapid changes, were under the sway of this assurap world
achieved fixity of human conditions. Even high} 00 of an
and insurgent intelligences, in default of any sugsyi.o.  Critical
ments in the soul of the community, betrayed the g move-
tion. Political life, they felt, had ceased to be Same disposi.

. . . . s the ent
tragio thing it had once been; it had beoome a pOIiggco :dnd
The eighteenth was a century of comedy—which at the en(;ngre};;



846 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

grim. Tfis inconceivable that that world of the middle eighteenth
century could have produced a Jesus of Nazereth, & Gautama,
a Francis of Assisi, an Ignatius of Loyola. If one may imagine
an eighteenth-century John Huss, it is impossible to imagine
anyone with sufficient passion to burn him. Until the stirrings
of conseience in Britain that developed into the Methodist revival
began, we can detect scarcely a suspicion that there still remained
great tasks in hand for our race to do, that enormous disturb-
ances were close at hand, or that the path of man through
space and time was dark with countless dangers, and must to
the end remain a high and terrible enterprise,

‘We have quoted again and again in this History from Gibbon’s
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Now we shall quote
from it for the last time and bid it farewell, for we have come
to the age in which it was written. Gibbon was born in 1737,
and the last volume of his history was published in 1787, but
the passage we shall quote was probably written in the year
1780. Gibbon was a young man of delicate health and fairly
good fortune; he had a partial and interrupted education at
Ozford, and then he completed his studies in Geneva; on the
whole his outlook was French and cosmopolitan rather than
British, and he was much under the intellectual influence of
that great Frenchman who is best known under the name of
Voltaire (Frangois Marie Arouet de Voltaire, 1694-1778), Vol-
taire was an author of enormous industry; seventy volumes
of him adorn the present writer’s shelves, and another edition
of Voltaire’s works runs to ninety-four; he dealt largely with
history and public affairs, and he corresponded with Catherine
the Great of Russia, Frederick the Great of Prussia, Louis XV,
end most of the prominent people of the time. Both Voltaire
end Gibbon had the sense of history strong in them; both have
set oub very plainly and fully their visions of human life; and it
is clear that to both of them the system in which they lived,
the system of monarchy, of leisurely and privileged gentlefolks,
of rather despised industrial and trading people and of down-
trodden and negligible labourers and poor and common people,
seemed the most stably established way of living that the world
has ever seen. They postured a little as republicans, and sneered
at the divine pretensions of monarchy; but the republicanism
that appealed to Voltaire was the crowned republicanism of the
Britain of those days, in which the king was simply the official
head, the first and greatest of the gentlemen,

The ideal they sustained was the ideal of & polite and polished

world in which men—men of quality that is, for no others counted
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—would be ashamed to be oruel or gross or enthusiastic, in which
the appointments of life would be spacious and elegant, and the
fear of ridicule the potent auxiliary of the law in maintaining
the decorum and harmonies of life. Voltaire had in him the
possibility of a passionate hatred of injustice, and his interventions
on behalf of persecuted or ill-used men are the high lights of his
long and complicated life-story. And this being the mental
disposition of Gibbon and Voltaire, and of the age in which they
lived, it is natural that they should find the existence of religion
in the world, and in particular the existence of Christianity, a
perplexing and rather unaccountable phenomenon. The whole
of that side of life seemed to them a kind of craziness in the
human make-up. Gibbon’s great history is essentially an attack
upon Christianity as the operating cause of the decline and fall.
He idealized the crude and gross plutocracy of Rome into a world
of fine gentlemen upon the eighteenth-century model, and told
how it fell before the Barbarian from without because of the
decay through Christianity within. In our history here we have
tried to set that story in a better light. To Voltaire official
Christianity was “Zinfdme”; something that limited people’s
lives, interfered with their thoughts, persecuted harmless dis-
gentients, And, indeed, in that period of the interregnum there
was very little life or light in either the orthodox Christianity
of Rome or in the orthodox tame churches of Russia and of the
Protestant princes. In an interregnum incommoded with an
abundance of sleek parsons and sly priests it was hard to realize
what fires had once blazed in the heart of Christianity, and what
fires of political and religious passion might still blaze in the
hearts of men.

At the end of his third volume Gibbon completed his account
of the breaking-up of the Western Empire. He then raised
the question whether civilization might ever undergo again g
similar collapse. This led him to review the existing state of
affairs (1780) and to compare it with phe state of affairs during
the decline of imperial Rome. It will be very convenient to
our general design to quote some passages from that comparison
here, for nothing could better illustrate the state of mind of the
liberal thinkers of Europe at the crest of the political inte, um
of the age of the Great Powers before the first intimations of
;hose profiou.:g political and aoc‘iizll forces of dismtegmtionn:h:t

ave produ at e ic i :
g tilx)n oy length the dramatic interrogations of oy

“This awful revolution,” wrote Gibbon of th

€ . 0 Wes
collapse, “may be usefully applied to the useful instruction of



848 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

the present age. It is the duty of a patriot to prefer and promote
the exclusive interest and glory of his native country; but a
philosopher may be permitted to enlarge his views, and to
consider Europe as one great republic, whose various inhabitants
have attained almost the same level of politeness and cultivation.
The balance of power will continue to fluctuate, and the pros-
perity of our own or the neighbouring kingdoms may be alter-
nately exalted or depressed; but these partial events cannot
essentially injure our general state of happiness, the system of
arts, and laws and manners, which so advantageously distinguish,
above the rest of mankind, the Europeans and their colonjes.
The savage nations of the globe are the common enemies of
civilized society; and we may inquire with anxious curiosity
whether Europe is still threatened with a repetition of those
calamities which formerly oppressed the arms and institutions
of Rome. Perhaps the same reflections will illustrate the fall
of that mighty empire and explain the probable causes of our
actual security.

“The Romans were ignorant of the extent of their danger,
and the number of their ememies. Beyond the Rhine and
Danube, the northern countries of Europe and Asia were filled
with innumerable tribes of hunters and shepherds, poor, voracious,
and turbulent; bold in arms, and impatient to ravish the fruits
of industry. The Barbarian world was agitated by the rapid
impulse of war; and the peace of Gaul or Italy was shaken by
the distant revolutions of China. The Huns who fled before a
victorious enemy, directed their march towards the west; and
the torrent was swelled by the gradual accession of captives and
allies. The flying tribes who yielded to the Huns assumed in
their turn the spirit of conquest; the endless column of barbarions
pressed on the Roman Empire with accumulated weight, and if
the foremost were destroyed, the vacant space was instantly
replenished by new assailants. Such formidable emigrations
can no longer issue from the morth; and the long repose, which
has been imputed to the decrease of population, is the happy
consequence of the progress of arts and agriculture. Instead
of some rude villages, thinly scattered among its woods and
morasses, Germany now produces a list of two thousand three
hundred walled towns; the Christian kingdoms of Denmark
Sweden, and Poland have been successively established; and the
Hanss merchants, with the Teutonio knights, have extended their
cO]On-ies along the coaa.st Of the Bnltic, as far as the Gu]f of E‘inland.
From the Gulf of Finland to the Eastern Ocean, Russia now

ssumed the form of a powerful and civilized empire, The plough,
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the loom, and the forge are introduced on the banks of the
Volga, the Oby, and the Lena; and the fiercest of the Tartar
hordes have been taught to tremble and obey. . . .

“The Empire of Rome was firmly established by the singular
end perfect coalition of its members. . . . But this union was
purchased by the loss of national freedom and military spirit;
and the servile provinces, destitute of life and motion, expected
their safety from the mercenary troops and governors, who were
directed by the orders of a distant Court. The happiness of a
hundred millions depended on the personal merit of one or two
men, perhaps children, whose minds were corrupted by education,
luxury, and despotic power. Europe is now divided into twelve
powerful, though unequal kingdoms, three respectable common-
wealths, and a variety of smaller, though independent, states;
the chances of royal and ministerial talents are multiplied, at
least with the number of its rulers; and a Julian? or Semiramis 3
may reign in the north, while Arcadius and Honorius® again
slumber on the thrones of the House of Bourbon. The abuses
of tyranny are restrained by the mutual influence of fear and
shame; republics have acquired order and stability; monarchies
have imbibed the principles of freedom, or, at least, of moderation;
and some sense of honour and justice is introduced into the
most defective constitutions by the general manners of the
times. In peace, the progress of knowledge and industry is
accelerated by the emulation of so many active rivals; in war,
the European forces are exercised by temperate and undecisive
contests. If a savage conqueror should issue from the deserts
of Tartary, he must repeatedly vanquish the robust peasants of
Russia, the numerous armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of
France, and the intrepid freemen of Britain; who, perhaps,
might confederate for their common defence. Should the
victorious Barbarians carry slavery and desolation as far gq
the Atlantio Ocean, ten thousand vessels would transport beyond
their pursuit the remains of civilized society; and Europe would
revive and flourish in the American world which is already filled
with her colonies anddinstli:}utiofns.

“Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and fatigye i
strength and couy;age of Barbarians. In every g;gle i%r:lfyhthe
oppressed the polite and peaceful nations of C y nave

Persia, who negleoted, and still neglect to co“g;‘;;hlndia. and
natural powers by the resources of military arg Th: o:v:x}-l]ielie
. ] e

states of antiquity, Greece, Macedonia, and Rome, e ducated
?
a

 Frederick the Greet of Prussia, * Catheri
s e therin .
3 Louis XVI of Franoe ang Charle: Z[IIet:‘:l :333 b of Russia,
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race of soldiers; exercised their bodies, disciplined their courage,
multiplied their forces by regular evolutions, and converted the
iron which they possessed into strong and serviceable weapons.
But this superiority insensibly declined with their laws and
manners; and the feeble policy of Constantine and his successors
armed and instructed, for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour
of the Barbarian mercenaries. The military art has been changed
by the invention of gunpowder; which enables man to command
the two most powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathematios,
chemistry, mechanics, architecture, have been applied to the
service of war; and the adverse parties oppose to each other
the most elaborate modes of attack and of defence. Historians
may indignantly observe that the preparations of a siege would
found and maintain & flourishing colony; yet we cannot be
displeased that the subversion of a city should be a work of cost
and difficulty, or that an industrious people should be protected
by those arts, which survive and supply the decay of military
virtue. Cannon and fortifications now form an impregnable
barrier against the Tartar horse; and Europe is secure from any
future irruption of Barbarians; since, before they can conquer,
they must cease to be barbarous. . . .

‘““Should these speculations be found doubtful or fallacious,
there still remains & more humble source of comfort and hope.
The discoveries of ancient and modern navigators, and the
domestic history, or tradition, of the most enlightened nations,
represent the hAuman savage, naked both in mind and body, and
destitute of laws, of arts, of ideas, and almost of language. From
this abject condition, perhaps the primitive and universal state
of man, he has gradually risen to command the animals, to fertilize
the earth, to traverse the ocean, and to measure the heavens.
His progress in the improvement and exercise of his mental
and corporeal faculties has been irregular and various, infinitely
slow in the beginning, and increasing by degrees with redoubled
velocity ; ages of laborious ascent have been followed by a moment
of rapid downfall; and the several climates of the globe have
felt the vicissitudes of light and darkness. Yet the experience
of four thousand years should enlarge our hopes, and diminish
our apprehensions; we cannot determine to what beight the
buman species may aspire in their advances towards perfection :
but it may safely be presumed that no peop}e, unless the {,ce 0%

ure is changed, will relapse into their original barbarism
«Since the first tyscovery of the arts, war, commerce, and

ligious zeal have diffused among the savages of the 01 gpq
;?ct% World those inestimable gifts, they have been Successively

nat
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propagated; they can never be lost. We may therefore acquiesce
inthe pleasing conclusion that every age of the world has increased,
and still increases, the real wealth, the happiness, the knowledge,
and perhaps the virtue, of the human race.”

§14
The Social Truce Draws to an End.

One of the most interesting aspects of this story of Europe
in the seventeenth and earlier eighteenth century, during the
phase of the Grand and Parliamentary Monarchies, is the com-
parative quiescence of the peasants and workers. The insur-
rectionary fires of the fourteenth and fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries seem to have died down. The acute economic clashes
of the earlier period had been mitigated by rough adjustments.
The discovery of America had revolutionized and changed the
scale of business and industry, had brought a vast volume of
precious metal for money into Europe, had increased and varied
employment. For a time life and worl ceased to be intolerable
to the masses of the poor. This did not, of course, prevent
much individual misery and discontent; the poor we have always
had with us, but this misery and discontent was divided and
scattered. It became inaudible.

In the earlier period the common people had had an idea
to crystallize upon, the idea of Christian communism. They
had found an educated leadership in the dissentient priests and
doctors of the Wycliffe type. As the movement for & revival
in Christianity spent its force, as Lutheranism fell back for
ieadership from Jesus upon the Protestant Princes, this contact
and reaction of the fresher minds of the educated class upon the
illiterate mass was interrupted. However numerous a down-
trodden class may be, and however extreme its miseries, it
will never be able to make an effective protest until it achieves
solidarity by the development of some common general idea,.
Educated men and women of ideas are more necessary to a
popular political movement than to any other politica} process
A monarchy learns by ruling, and an oligarchy of an .

: . any type has
the education of affairs; but the common man, the peasant
toiler, has no experience in large matters, and can exigt Poﬁtica,lfr
only through the services, devotion, and guidance of ed y
men. Th.e Reforn.mtion, the Reformation that succee deltllcazid
Reformation that is of the Princes, by breaking up educat’iona‘;

facilities, largely destroyed the poor scholar and priest cla
3
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whose persuasion of the crowd had rendered the Reformation
possible.

The Princes of the Protestant countries when they seized
upon the national churches early apprehended the necessity
of gripping the universities also. Their idea of education was
the idea of capturing young clever people for the service of
their betters. Beyond that they were disposed to regard educa-
tion as a mischievous thing. The only way to an education,
therefore, for a poor man was through patronage. Of course,
there was & parade of encouragement towards learning in all
the Grand Monarchies, a setting up of Academies and Royal
Societies, but these benefited only a small class of subservient
scholars. The church also had learnt to distrust the educated
poor man. In the great aristocratic “crowned republic” of
Britain there was the same shrinkage of educational opportunity.
“Both the ancient universities,” says Hammond, in his account
of the eighteenth century, “were the universities of the rich.
There is a passage in Macaulay describing the state and pomp
of Oxford at the end of the seventeenth century, ‘when her
Chanecellor, the venerable Duke of Ormonde, sat in his embroidered
mantle on his throne under the painted ceiling of the Sheldonian
theatre, surrounded by hundreds of graduates robed according
to their rank, while the noblest youths of England were solemnly
presented to him as candidates for academical honours.” The
university was a power, not in the sense in which that could
be said of a university like the old university of Paris, whose
learning could make Popes tremble, but in the sense that the
university was part of the recognized machinery of aristocracy.
What was true of the universities was true of the publio schools.
Education in England was the nursery not of a society, but of
en order; not of a State, but of a race of owner-rulers.” The
missionary epirit had departed from education throughout
Europe. To that, quite as much as to the amelioration of
things by a diffused prosperity, this phase of quiescence among
the lower classes is to be ascribed. They had lost brains ang
speech, and they were fed. The community was like a pithed
animal in the hands of the governing class.

Moreover, there had been considerable changes in the
portions of class to class. One of the most difficyls things for
the historian te trace is the relative amount of the totg] property
of the community held at any time by any particular class in
that community. These things fluctuato very rapidly, The

ez,sant wars of Europe indicate a phase of comparutivel} con-
Sentrated property when large masses of people could feel

pro-
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themselves expropriated and at a common disadvantage, and so
take mass action. This was the time of the rise and prosperity
of the Fuggers and their like, a time of international finance.
Then with the vast importation of silver and gold and commodities
into Europe from America, there seems to have been & restoration
of & more diffused state of wealth. The poor were just as
miserable as ever, but there were perhaps not so many poer
relatively, and they were broken up into & variety of types
without any ideas in common. In Great Britain the agricultural
life which had been dislocated by the confiscations of the Refor-
mation had settled down again into a system of tenant farming
under great landowners. Side by side with the large estates
there was still, however, much common land for pasturing the
beasts of the poorer villagers, and much land cultivated in strips
upon communal lines. The middling sort of man, and even
the poorer sort of man upon the land, were leading an endurable
existence in 1700. The standard of life, the idea, that is, of what
is an endurable existence, was, however, rising during the opening
phase of Grand Monarchy; after a time the process of the upward
concentration of wealth seems to have been resumed, the large
landowners began to acquire and crowd out the poorer free
cultivators, and the proportion of poor people and of people
who felt they were leading impoverished lives increased again.
The bigger men were unchallenged rulers of Great Britain, and
they set themselves to emact laws, the Enclosure Acts, that
practically confiscated the wunenclosed and common lands,
mainly for the benefit of the larger landowners. The smaller
men sank to the level of wage workers upon the land over which
they had once possessed right of cultivation and pasture.

The peasant in France and upon the Continent generally
was not so expropriated; his enemy was not the landlord, but
the taxgatherer; he was squeezed on his land instead of being
squeezed off it. L

As the eighteenth century progressed, it is apparent in the
literature of the time that what to do with “the poor” wag again
exercising men’s thoughts. We find such active-minded Engli
writers as Defoe (1669-1731) and Fielding (1707-54) deeply
exercised by this problem. But as yet there. 18 no such revival
of the communistic and equaliterian ideas of primitive Christianity
as distinguished the time of Wyoliffe and John Hugs, Proteq.
tantism in breaking up the universal church had for & time
broken up the jdes of s universal solidarity, Even it the
universal churoh of the Middle Ages had failed altogether 1o
realize that idea, it had at any rate been the symbol of that, idea,

\
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Defoe and Fielding were men of a livelier practical imagination
than Gibbon, and they realized something of the economic pro-
cesses that were afoot in their time. So did Oliver Goldsmith
(1728-74); his Deserted Village (1770) is a pamphlet on enclosures
disguised as & poem. But Gibbon’s circumstances had never
brought economie facts very vividly before his eyes; he saw the
world as a struggle between barbarism and civilization, but he
perceived nothing of that other struggle over which he floated,
the mute, unconscions struggle of the commonalty against able,
powerful, rich, and selfish men. He did not perceive the
accumulation of stresses that were presently to strain and break
up all the balance of his “twelve powerful, though unequal,
kingdoms,” his “three respectable commonwealths,” and their
rag, tag, and bobtail of independent minor princes, reigning
dukes, and so forth. Even the civil war that had begun in the
British colonies in America did not arouse him to the nearness
of what we now call “Democracy.”

From what we have been saying hitherto, the reader may
suppose that the squeezing of the small farmer and the peasant
off the land by the great landowners, the mere grabbing of
commons and the concentration of property in the hands of a
powerful privileged and greedy class, was all that was happening
to the English land in the eighteenth century. So we do but
state the worse side of the change. Concurrently with this
change of ownership there was going on a great improvement
in agriculture. There can be little doubt that the methods
of cultivation pursued by the peasants, squatters, and small
farmers were antiquated, wasteful, and comparatively unpro-
ductive, and that the larger private holdings and estates created
by the Enclosure Acts were much more productive (one
authority says twenty times more productive) than the old
ways. The change was perhaps a necessary one, and the evil
of it was not that it was brought about, but that it was brought
about 50 as to increase both wealth and the numbers of the
poor. Its benefits were intercepted by the Ligger private owners,
The community was injured to the great profit of this class.

And here we come upon one of the chief problems of our
lives at the present time, the problem of the deflection of the
profits of progress. For two hundred years there has been
meinly under the influence of the spirit of science ang inquiry:
o steady improvement in the rpethodﬁ of production of almost.
everything {:,ha,t humanity reqmrlcst. th our sense of cOmmunity

d ‘our social science were equal to the tasks required of them,
:lr;ere can be little question that this great increment ip pro-
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duction would have benefited the whole communmity, would
have given everyone an amount of education, leisure, and free-
dom such as mankind had never dreamt of before. But though
the common standard of living has risen, the rise has been on
» scale disproportionately small. The rich have developed a
freedom and luxury unknown in the world hitherto, and there
has been an increass in the proportion of rich people and
stagnantly prosperous and unproductive people in the community;
but that also fails to acoount for the full benefit. There has
been much sheer waste. Vast acoumulations of material and
energy have gone into warlike preparations and warfare. Mnuch
has been devoted to the futile efforts of unsuccessful business
competition. Huge possibilities have remained undeveloped
because of the opposition of owners, forestallers, and speculators
to their economical exploitation. The good things that science
and organization have been bringing within the reach of man-
kind have not been taken methodically and used to their utmost,
but they have been sorambled for, snatched at, seized upon by
gambling adventurers and employed upon selfish and vain
ends, The eighteenth century in Europe, and more particularly
in Great Britain and Poland, was the age of private ownership.
“Private enterprise,” which meant in practice that everyone
was entitled to get everything he ocould out of the business of
the community, reigned supreme. No sense of obligation to
the state in business matters is to be found in the ordinary
novels, plays, and such-like representative literature of the time.
ne is out “to make his fortune,” there is no recognition
that it is wrong to be an unproductive parasite on the com-
munity, and still less that a financier or merchant or man
can ever be overpaid for his services to mankind. This was the
moral atmosphere of the time, and those lords and gentlemen
who grabbed the people’s commons, assumed possession of the
mines under their lands, and crushed down the yeoman farmers
and peasants to the status of pauper labourers, had no idea thag
they were living anything but hlgl.ﬂy meritorious lives,
Concurrently with this change in Great Britain from tragj
tional patch agriculture and common pasture to large ang -
scientifio agrioulture, very great changes were going op more
menufacture of commodities. In these changes Gregt ];n the
was, in the eighteenth century, leading the world, Hiﬂl:etm
throughout the whole oourse of history from the besiant rto,
oivilization, manufactures, building, and indnsm.egmmllgs of
had been in the hands of oraftsmen snd smal] ¢ s S Rorolly
worked in their own houses. The masters who

Y had been organizeq ip guilds,





