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trading stations on the coast of West Africa, the rock of Gibraltar,
the island of Malta, Jamaica, & few minor slave-labour posses-
sions in the West Indies, British Guiana in South America, and,
on the other side of the world, two dumps for conviets at Botany
Bay in Australia and in Tasmania.

Spain retained Cuba and a few settlements in the Philippine
Islands. Portugal had in Africa some vestiges of her ancient
claims. Holland had various islands and possessions in the
East Indies and Dutch Guiana, and Denmark an island or so
in the West Indies. Trance had one or two West India Islands
and French Guiana. This seemed to be as much as the European
powers needed, or were likely to acquire, of the rest of the world.
Only the East India Company showed any spirit of expansion.

In India, as we have already told, a peculiar empire wag
being built up, not by the British peoples nor by the British
Government, but by this company of private adventurers with
their monopoly and royal charter. The company had been
forced to become a military and political power during the years
of Indian division and insecurity that followed the break-up of
India after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707. It had learnt to
trade in states and peoples during the eighteenth century.
Clive founded, and Warren Hastings organized, this strange
new sort of empire; French rivalry was defeated, as we have
already told; and by 1798 Lord Mornington, afterwards the
Marquis Wellesley, the elder brother of that General Welleslev
who became the Duke of Wellington, became Governor-General
of India, and set the policy of the company definitely upon the
line of replacing the fading empire of the Grand Mogul by its
own rule.

Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt was a direct attack upon
the empire of this British company. While Europe was busy
with the Napoleonic wars, the Bast India Company, under a
succession of governors-general, was playing much the same
rle in India that had been played before by Turkoman and
such-like invaders from the north, but playing it with a greater
efficiency and far less violence and cruelty. And after the Peace
of Vienna it went on, levying its revenues, making wars, sending
ambassadors to Asiatic powers, & quasi-independent state—a
state, however, with a marked disposition to send weg]t} west-
ward.

In a previous chapter, we have sketched the break-up of
the empire of the Great Mogul a,n.d. the appearance of the Mah-

jput principalities, the Moglem kingdoms of

ratta states, the Raj C s
Oudh and Bengal, and the Sikhs, W, cannot tell here in any
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detail how the British company made its way to supremacy,
sometimes as the ally of this power, sometimes of that, and
finally as the conqueror of all. Its power spread to Assam,

Sind, Owudh.
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now the mechanical revolution began to alter this state of
affairs. It became easier for the British officials to go home and
to have holidays in Europe, easier for them to bring out wives
and families; they ceased to be Indianized; they remained more
conspicuously foreign and western—and there were more of
them. And they began to interfere more vigorously with Indian
customs. Magical and terrible things like the telegraph and
the railway arrived. Christian missions became offensively busy.
If they did not make very many converts, at least they made
sceptics among the adherents of the older faiths. The young
men in the towns began to be *‘Europeanized,” to the great
dismay of their elders.

India had endured many changes or rulers before, but never
the sort of changes in her ways that these things portended.
The Moslem teachers and the Brahmins were alike alarmed,
and the British were blamed for the progress of mankind.
Conflicts of economic interests grew more acute with the in-
creasing nearness of Europe; Indian industries, and particularly
the ancient cotton industry, suffered from legislation that
favoured the British manufacturer.

A piece of incredible folly on the part of the company preci-
pitated an outbreak. To the Brahmin & cow is sacred; to the
Moslem the pig is unclean. A new rifle, needing greased cart-
ridges—which the men had to bite—was served out to the
company’s Indian soldiers; the troops discovered that their
cartridges were greased with the fat of cows and swine. This
discovery precipitated a revolt of the company’s Indian army,
the Indian Mutiny (1857). First the troops mutinied at Meerut.
Then Delhi rose to restore the empire of the Great Mogul. . . .

The British public suddenly discovered India. They became
aware of that little garrison of British people, far away in that
strange land of fiery dust and wearying sunshine, fighting for
life against dark multitudes of assailants. How they got there
and what right they had there, the British public c.hd not ask.
The love of one’s kin in danger overrides such questions, There
were massacres and cruelties. 1857 was a year of passionate
anxiety in Great Britain. With mere handfuls of troops the
British leaders, and notably Lawrence and Nicholson, did
amazing things. They did not sit down to be besieged while
the mutineers organized and gathered Prestige; that would
have lost them India for ever. They attacked, often against
overwhelming odds. “Clubs, not spades, are trumps,” said

awrence. .
L The Sikhs, the Gurkhas, the Punjab troops stuck to the



THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 1003

British. The south remsined tranquil. Of the massacres of
Cawnpore and Lucknow in Oudh, and how a greatly outnumbered
force of British troops besieged and stormed Delhi, other histories
must tell. By April, 1859, the last embers of the blaze had
been stamped out, and the British were masters of India again,
In no sense had the mutiny been a popular insurrection; it was
a mutiny merely of the Bengal Army, due largely to the un-
imaginative rule of the company officials. Its story abounds
in instances of Indian help and kindness to British fugitives.
But it was a warning.

The direot result of the mutiny was the annexation of the
Indian Empire to the British crown. By the Act entitled 4dn
Act for the Better Government of India, the Governor-General
became a Viceroy representing the Sovereign, and the place
of the company was teken by a Secretary of State for India
responsible to the British Parliament. In 1877 Lord Beacons-
field, to complete this work, caused Queen Victoria to be pro-
cleimed Empress of India.

Upon these extraordinary lines India end Britain were linked
until after the Second World War. Indie was still the empire of the
Great Mogul, expanded, but the Great Mogul had been replaced
by the “crowned republic” of Great Britain. India became an
autocracy without an autocrat. Its rule combined the disadvantage
of absolute monarchy with the impersonality and irresponsibility
of democratic officialdom. The Indian with a complaint to
make had no visible monarch to go to; his Emperor was a
golden symbol; he must circulate pamphlets in England or
inspire & question in the British House of Commons. The
more occupied Parliament was with British affairs, the less
attention India received and the more she was at the meroy of
her small group of higher officials.

This was manifestly impossible a8 a permanent state of
affairs. Indian life, whatever its restraints, was moving forward
with the rest of the world; India had an increasing service of
newspapers, an increasing number of educated People affected
by Western ideas, and an increasing sense of common grievan
against her government. There had been little op no co o8
sponding advance in the education and quality of the B :rel;
official in India during the century. His tradition was nhils
one; he was often a man of exceptional quality, bup the Le B2
was unimaginative and inflexible. Moreover, the milj © system
that stood behind these officials had developed ta.g{hggw?r
;g:r;cter nor t“aini;elligemauduring the century. No :tier cla:

een 80 stagnant intellectual] iti AN
Y a8 the Britich military cqgte,
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Confronted with a more educated India, the British military
man, uneasily aware of his educational defects and constantly
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edge and self-control by the forceful teachings of Mr. Kipling
to which we have already made allusion.

The growth of the British Empire in directions other than
that of India was by no means so rapid during the earlier half
of the nineteenth century. A comsiderable school of political
thinkers in Britain was disposed to regard overseas possessions

AFRICA-
about the muddle
of the 10% Century

& o]

a8 a source of weakness to the kingdom. The Australian gett)e
ments developed slowly until in 1842 the discovery of Vahl&bl-
copper mines, and in 1851 of gold, gave them a new imports, :
Improvements in transport were also making Australian vool
an increasingly marketable commodity in Europe. (g wg:l
too, Was not remarkably progressive until 1849; it wag ¢ n;")l ,
by dissensions between its French and British iph ‘:;?: o
there were several serious revolts, and it was only in 1216l o
& new constitution creating a Federal Dominion of Cle:;t
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relieved its internal strains. It was the railway that altered
the Canadian outlook. It enabled Canada, just as it enabled
the United States, to expand westward, to market its corn and
other produce in Europe, and, in spite of its swift and extensive
growth, to remain in language and sympathy and interests
one community. The railway, the steamship, and the tele-

2o

graphio eable were indeed changing all the conditions of eolonjaj

development. . nad
Before 1840 English settlements alread: begun ;

Zealand, and & new Zealand Land Company y i New

1 had b
to exploit the possibilities of the island. In 184¢ Ne‘::n Zﬁ?l;?

, was added to the colonial possessions of the Bpitich ]
alsoca nads, 88 we have noted, was the first of {he rﬁmm.

geasions o respond riokly to the new economic possibilities
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the new methods of transport were opening. Presently the
republics of South America, and particularly the Argentine
Republic, began to feel, in their cattle trade and coffee growing,
the increased nearness of the European market. Hitherto the
chief commodities that had attracted the European powers into
unsettled and barbaric regions had been gold or other metals,
spices, ivory, or slaves. But in the latter quarter of the nine-
teenth century the increase of the European populations was
obliging their governments to look abroad for staple foods; and
the growth of scientific industrialism was creating & demand
for new raw materials, fats and greases of every kind, rubber,
and other hitherto disregarded substances. It was plain that
Great Britain and Holland and Portugal were reaping a great
and growing commercial advantage from their very considerable
control of tropical and sub-tropical products. After 1871
Germany, and presently France, and later Italy, began to look
for unannexed raw-material areas, or for Oriental countries
capable of profitable modernization.

So began a fresh scramble all over the world, except in the
American region where the Monroe doctrine now barred such
adventures, for politically unprotected lands. Close to Europe
was the continent of Africa, full of vaguely known possibilities.
In 1850 it was a continent of black mystery; only Egypt and
the coast were known. A map must show the greatness of the
European ignorance at that time. It would need a book as
long as this Oulline to do justice to the amazing story of the
explorers and adventurers who first pierced this cloud of dark-
ness, and to the political agents, administrators, traders, settlers,
and scientific men who followed in their track. Wonderful
races of men like the pigmies, strange beasts like the okapi,
marvellous fruits and flowers and insects, terrible diseases,
astounding scenery of forest and mountain, enormous inlang
seas and gigantic rivers and casqades, were revealed—a whole
new world. Even remains (at Zimbabwe) of some unrecorded
and vanished civilization, the southward enterprise of an early
Peoglllet,owt%lre di:acoveretli‘.1 the E

is new world came the Kuropeans, angd
rifle already there in the hands of the Arab slave.tr:ﬁ:fsd the
negro life in disorder. By 1000, all Africs was mappeq. -
plored, estimated, and divided between the E‘“‘Opealfp , X~
divided with much snarling and disputation intq po rtiopowteﬁ:;
left 9ach power uneasy or discontented, but which ( ns b
remained much the same till 1914, Little heed 8ee map)

the welfare of the natives in this scramble, The Ar;{)‘:hsvi:::v to
a8,
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indeed, curbed rather than expelled; but the greed for rubber,
which was a wild product collected under compulsion by the
natives in the Belgian Congo—a greed exacerbated by the
pitiless avarice of the King of the Belgians—and the clash of
inexperienced European administrators with the native popula-
tion, led to horrible atrocities. No European power has perfectly
clean hands in this matter.

We cannot tell here in any detail how Great Britain got
possession of Egypt in 1883, and remained there in apite of the
fact that Egypt was technically a part of the Turkish Empire,
nor how nearly this scramble led to war between France and
Great Britain in 1898, when a certain Colonel Marchand, crossing
Central Africa from the west coast, tried at Fashoda to seize
the Upper Nile. In Uganda the French Catholic and the
British Anglican missionaries disseminated a form of Christian-
ity so heavily charged with the spirit of Napoleon, and so
finely insistent upon the nuances of doctrine, that a few years
after its first glimpse of European civilization, Mengo, the
capital of Uganda, was littered with dead *Protestants’ and
“Catholics” extremely difficult to distinguish from the entirely
unspiritual warriors of the old regime,

Nor can we tell how the British Government first let the
Boers, or Dutch settlers, of the Orange River district and the
Transvaal set up independent republics in the inland parts of
South Africa, and then repented and annexed the Transvaal
Republic in 1877; nor how the Transvaal Boers fought for free-
dom and won it after the Battle of Majuba, Hill (1881). Majuba
Hill was made to rankle in the memory of the English people
by a persistent Press campaign. A war with both republics
broke out in 1899, a three years’ war enormously costly to the
British people, which ended at last in the surrender of the two
republics.

Their period of subjugation was a brief one. In 1907, after
the downfall of the imperialistic government which had con-
quered them, the Liberals took the South African problem in
hand, and these former republics became free and fairly willing
associates with Cape Colony and Natal in a confgderamon of
all the states of South Africa as one se]f-govermng republic
under the British crown. - .

In a quarter of a century the partition of Africs was com-
pleted. There remained una,nnexfed_ three Comparatively small
countries: Liberia, a settlement of liberated negro slaves on the
west coast; Morocco, under & Moslem Sultan; and Abyssinia, a
barbaric country, with an anclent and pecyliar form of Chris-
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tianity, which had successfully maintained its independence
against Italy at the battle of Adowa in 1896.

§12
The Indian Precedent in Asia.

It is diffioult to believe that any large number of people
really accepted this headlong painting of the map of Africa in
European colours as a permanent new settlement of the world’s
affairs, but it is the duty of the historian to record that it was
80 accepted.

There was but s shallow historical background to the
European mind in the nineteenth century, hardly any sense of
what constitutes an enduring political system, and no habit of
penetrating criticism. The quite temporary advantages that
the onset of the mechanical revolution in the west had given
the Europea;g bGreat I;owerl:nger the rest ofoftll the Old World
were regarded by people, b y ignorant e great Mongol
mnquzgu of the thirteenth and following centuries, as evidences
of a permanent and assured European leadership of mankind.
They had no sense of the transferability of science and its fruits.
They did not realize that Chinamen and Indians counld caITy on
the work of research as ably as Frenchmen or Englishmen.
They believed that there was some innate intellectual drive in
the west, and some innate indolence and conservatism in the
east, that assured the Europeans a world predominance for
ever. : :

The consequence of this infatuation was that the various
European foreign offices set themselves not merely to scramble
with the British for the savage and undeveloped regions of the
world’s surface, but also to carve up the Populous and civilized
countries of Asia as though these peoples, also, were DO more
than raw material for European exploitation. The inwardly
precarious but outwardly splendid imperialism of the British
ruling class in India, and the extensive and profitable Posses-
sions of the Dutch in the East Indies, filled the raling and mep.
o?nt:ile cla;ses of the rival Great Powers with dreamg of gimilg;
glories in Persia, in the disintegrati ttoman Emn; .
Further India, China and J apangfahng “iPITe, and in

In the closing years of the nineteenth centy

it was assum
88 the reader may verify by an exammﬂtloll.ly of ::e curreegt;



1010 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

to take up what Mr. Rudyard Kipling called “the White Man’s
Burthen”—that is to say, the lordship of the earth. The
Powers set themselves to this enterprise in & mood of jostling
rivalry, with half-educated or illiterate populations at home,
with a mere handful of men, a fow thousand at most, engaged
in scientific research, with their internal political systems in &
state of tension or convulsive change, with a creaking economic
system of the most provisional sort, and with their religions
far gone in decay. They really believed that the vast popula-
tion of eastern Asia could be permanently subordinated to
such a Europe.

Even to-day there are many people who fail to grasp the
essential facts of this situation. They do not realize that in
Asia the average brain is not one whit inferior in quality to the
everage European brain; that history shows Asiatics te be as
bold, as vigorous, as generous, as self-sacrificing, and as capable
of strong collective action as Europeans; and that there are, and
must continue to be, a great many more Asiatics than Europeans
in the world.

1t has always been difficult to restrain the leakage of know-
ledge from one population to another, and now it becomes
impossible. Under modern conditions worldwide economic and
educational equalization is in the long run inevitable. An
intellectual and moral rally of the Asiatics began in the twentieth
century and is still going on. Even now, for one Englishman
or American who knows Chinese thoroughly, or has any
intimate knowledge of Chinese life and thought, there are
l]:gndreds of Chinamen conversant with everything the English

ow.

The balance of knowledge in favour of India has been even
greater. To Britain, India sent students; to India, Britain
sent officials—for the most part men untrained in scientific
observation. There was ho organization whatever for the sending
of European students, as students, to examine a.pd inquire
into Indian history, archwmology, and ourrent affairs, or for
bringing learned Indians into contact with British students in
Britain.

Since the year 1898—the year of the seizure of Kijay.
by Germany and of Wei-hai-wei by Britain, and the lea,six?; ‘::;-
Port Arthur to Russia—events in China have moyeq more rapidly
than in any other country except Japan, A great hatred of
Europeans §wepb like & flame over China, and 4

’ Ppolitical society
for the expulsion qf ]ggx‘;%pea;%is the Boxers, g'ew up and broke
out into violence in . Was an outbreak of rage and
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mischief on quite old-fashioned ILines. In 1800 the Boxers
murdered 250 Europeans and, it is said, nearly 30,000 Christians;
China, not for the first time in history, was under the sway of
a dowager empress. She was an ignorant woman, but of great
force of character and in close sympathy with the Boxers. She
supported them, and protected those who perpetrated outrages
on the Europeans. All that, again, is what might have hap-
pened in 500 B.0. or thereabouts against the Huns.

Things came to & crisis in 1900, The Boxers became more
and more threatening to the Europeans in China. Attempts
were made to send up additional European guards to the Peking
legations, but this only precipitated matters. The German
minister was shot down in the streets of Peking by & soldier
of the Imperial Guard. The rest of the foreign representatives
gathered together and made a fortification of the more favour-
ably situated legations and stood a siege of two months. A
combined allied force of 20,000 under a German general then
marched up to Peking and relieved the legations, and the
empress fled to Sian-fu, the old caepital of Tai-tsung in Shensi.
Some of the European troops committed grave atrocities upon
the Chinese civil population. - That brings one up to about the
level of 1850, let us say.

There followed the practical annexation of Manchuria by
Russia, & squabble among the powers, and in 1904 & British
invasion of Tibet, hitherto a forbidden country. But what
did not appear on the surface of these events, and what made
all these events fundamentally different, was that China now
contained & considerable number of able people who had a
European education and European knowledge.

The Boxer insurrection subsided, and then the influence of
this new factor began to appear in talk of & constitution (1908)
in the suppression of opium-smoking, and in educationa} reforms’
A constitution of the Japanese type came ints existence m
1909, making China a limited monarchy. But China was not
to be moulded to the Japanese pattern, and the revolutiongy
stir continued, Japan, in her own reorgamization, apq 4
accordange with her temperament, had turned hey es’res t o
monarchist West, but China was looking across o the

In 1911 the first Chinese revolution began. In 19)9 :he Pacific,

abdicated, the greatest community in the w, he emperor
republic. The overthrow of the CIIpEror was a-lsgrtl‘,ge Ezcarflhz .
;?vfmgl:eb M:kl: dgfi’ end the Mongolion pigtail which h:d bé::w

Y the Chinese since 1644 . n
them, o0 T ceased to be compulsory upgn
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But the disappearance of this emblem of servitude was the least
of the changes. In the hopes of the revolutionaries and of many

outside China, the revolution was to releage all the latent powers

of her vast population. A great network of raj ways would be
built, universities would be founded, the Chinege script would
be modernized, and women would be freed. Western inventions
would be assimilated, while the ancient Chinese civilization would
be preserved. Few observers commented that China was still
a land of poor peasants, untouched by any republican ideas,
knowing of no authority but an emperor who had been removed,
and thinking only of their day-to-day living. Dotted about the
vast expanse were some huge cities and in them the coolie
population was almost equally ignorant. Most of what was

written about China’s future, in this history as much as elsewhere,
makes pathetic reading to-day.

§13
The History of Japan.

The pioneer country, however, in the recovery of the Asiatic
peoples was not China but Japan. We have outrun our story
in telling of China. Hitherto Japan has played but a small
part in this history; her secluded civilization has not contri-
buted very largely to the general shaping of human destinies;
she has received much, but she has given little. The original
inhabitants of the Japanese islands were probably a northern
people with remote Nordic affinities, the Hairy Ainu. But the
Japanese proper are of the Mongolian race. Physically they
resemble the Amerindians, and there are many curious resem-
blances between the prehistoric pottery and so forth of Japan
and similar Peruvian products. It is not impossible that they
are a back-flow from the trans-Pacific drift of the Neolithic
culture, but they may also have absorbed from the south a
Malay and even a Negrito element.

Whatever the origin of the Japanese, there can be no doubt
that their civilization, their writing, and their literary and
artistic traditions are derived from the Chinese. They were
emerging from barbarism in the second and third century of
the Christian era, and one of their earliest acts gq a people
outside_their own country was an invasion of Korea under a
queen Jingo, who seems to have Played g large pa

e . rt in estab-
lishing their civilization. Their history ig o interestings fnd
romantic one; they developed a feudal System and a tradition
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of chivalry; their attacks upon Kores and China are an Eastern
equivalent of the English wars in France.

JAPAN
& the Eastern Coast
of’ Asta
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began his teaching there. The Jesuit accounts deseribe a country
greatly devastated by perpetual feudal war. Yor a time Japan
welcomed European intercourse, and the Christian missionaries
made a great number of converts. A certain William Adams,
of Gillingham in Xent, became the most trusted European
adviser of the Japanese, and showed them how to build big
ships. There were voyages in Japanese-built ships to India
and Peru.

Then arose complicated quarrels between the Spanish
Dominicans, the Portuguese Jesuits, and the English and Dutch
Protestants, each warning the Japanese against the evil political
designs of the others. The Jesuits, in a phase of ascendancy,
persecuted and insulted the Buddhists with great acrimony.
These troubles interwove with the feudal conflicts of the time.
In the end the Japanese came to the conclusion that the Euro-
peans and their Christianity were an intolerable nuisance, and
that Catholic Christianity in particular was a mere cloak for
the political dreams of the Pope and the Spanish monarchy—
already in possession of the Philippine Islands; there was a
great and conclusive persecution of the Christians; and in 1638
Japan, with the exception of one wretched Duteh factory on
the minute island of Deshima in the harbour of Nagasaki, was
absolutely closed to Europeans, and remained closed for over
200 years.

The Dutch on Deshima were exposed to almost unendurable
indignities. They had no intercourse with any Japanese except
the special officials appointed to deal with them. During two
centuries the Japanese remained as completely cut off from the
rest of the world as though they lived upon another planet. It
was forbidden to build any ship larger than a mere coasting
boat. No Japanese could go abroad, and no European enter
the country,

For two centuries Japan remained outside the main current
of history. She lived on in a state of picturesque feudalism
enlivened by blood feuds, in which about five per cent. of the
population, the samurai, or fighting men, and the nobles and
their families, tyrannized without restraint over the rest of the
population. All common men knelt when a noble passed; to
betray the slightest disrespect was to rigk being slashed to
death by his samurai. The elect classes liveq lives of romantic
adventure without one redeeming gleam of novelty; they loved,
murdered, a.nd pursued fine points of honour—w'hich probably
pored the intelligent ones extremely, W,

£ : . e can imagine the
wretchodness Ol & CUrious mind, tormented by the craving for
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travel and knowledge, cooped up in these islands of empty
romance.

Meanwhile, the great world outside went on to wider visions
and new powers. Strange shipping became more frequent,
passing the Japanese headlands; sometimes ships were wrecked
and sailors brought ashore. Through Deshima, their one link
with the outer universe, came warnings that Japan was not
keeping pace with the power of the Western world. In 1837 a
ship sailed into Yedo Bay flying a strange flag of stripes and
stars, and carrying some Japanese sailors she had picked up far
adrift in the Pacific. She was driven off by a cannon shot.

This flag presently reappeared on other ships. One in 1849
came to demand the liberation of eighteen shipwrecked American
sailors. Then in 1863 came four American warships under
Commodore Perry, and refused to be driven away. He lay
at anchor in forbidden waters, and sent messages to the two
rulers who at that time shared the control of Japan. In 1854
he returned with ten ships, amazing ships propelled by steam
and equipped with big guns, and he made proposals for trade and
intercourse that the Japanese had no power to resist. He
landed with a guard of 500 men to sign the treaty. Incredulous
crowds watched this visitation from the outer world marching
through the streets.

Russia, Holland, and Britain followed in the wake of Ameriom.
Foreigners entered the country, and conflicts between them
and Japanese gentlemen of spirit ensued. A British subject
was killed in a street brawl, and a Japanese town was bombarded

by the British (1863). A great nobleman, whose estates com-
manded the Straits of Shimonoseki, saw fit to fire on foreign
vessels, and a second bombardment by a fleet of British, French
Dutch, and American warships destroyed his batteries ang
scattered his swordsmen. Finally, an allied squadron (1865)
at anchor off Osake, imposed a ratification of the treaties whic];
opened Japan to the world.

The humiliation of the Japanese by these events wag intenge
and it would seem that the salvation of peoples lieg largel u;
such humiliations. With astonishing energy and intelj; y
they set themselves to bring their culture and organizatio noe
to the level of the Europesn powers. Never in all the hi: up
of mankind did a pation make such a stride ag Japan th tdtzry
In 186(§ she was a mediweval people, a fantastic ca.ricatureenf =
extremist romantic feudalism: in 1899 hers was g comt; the
West;ermze((il peo;ﬁle-, on 3 level with the most advanced Euf(,;t::i
powers, and well in advanee of i

Russia. She completely dig.
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pelled the persuasion that Asia was in some irrevocable way
hopelessly behind Europe. She made all European progress
seem sluggish and tentative by comparison.

We cannot tell here in any detail of Japan’s war with China
in 1894-95. It demonstrated the extent of her Westernization.
She had an efficient Westernized army and & small yet sound
fleet. But the significance of bher renascence, though it was
appreciated by Britain and the United States, who were already
treating her as if she were a European state, was not under-
stood by the other Great Powers engaged in the pursuit of new
Indias in Asia. Russia was pushing down through Manchuria
to Korea, France was already established far to the south in
Tonkin and Annam, Germany was prowling hungrily on the
look-out for some settlement. The three powers combined to
prevent Japan reaping any fruits from the Chinese war, and
particularly from establishing herself on the mainland at the
points commanding the Japan sea. She was exhausted by her
war with China, and they threatened her with war.

In 1898 Germany descended upon China, and, making the
murder of two missionaries her excuse, annexed a portion of
the province of Shantung. Thereupon Russia seized the
Liao-tung peninsula, and extorted the consent of China to an
extension of her trans-Siberian railway to Port Arthur; and in
1900 she occupied Manchuria. Britain was unable to resist
the imitative impulse, and seized the port of Wei-hai-wei (1898).

How alarming these movements must have been to every
intelligent Japanese a glance at the map will show. They led
to & war with Russia which marks an epoch in the history of
Asia, the close of the period of European arrogance. The
Russian people were, of course, innocent and ignorant of this
trouble that was being made for them half-way round the
world, and the wiser Russian statesmen were against these
foolish thrusts; but a gang of financial adventurers surrounded
the Tear, including the Grand Dukes, his cousins. They had
gambled deeply in the prospective looting of Manchuria and
China, and they would suffer no withdrawal. Sp there began
a transportation of great armies of Japanese soldiers across the
sea to Port Arthur and Korea, and the sending of endless tyaiy.-
lJoads of Russian peasants along the Siberian railway to die in
those distant battlefields. .

The Russians, badly led and dishonestly Provided, were
peaten on ses and land alike. The Russian B :

E altic Fleet gailed
round Africa t0 be utterly destroyed in the Straits of Tsushinfa..

A revolutionary movement among the common People of Rugsia,
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infuriated by this remote and reasonless slaughter, obliged the
Tsar to end the war (1906); he returned the southern half of
Saghalien, which had been seized by Russia in 1875, evacuated
Manchuria, and resigned Xorea to Japan. The white man
was beginning to drop his load in eastern Asia. For some
years, however, Germany remained in uneasy possession of
Kiau-Chau. o

§14
Close of the Period of Overseas Expansion.

Weo have already noted how the enterprise of Italy im
Abyssinia had been checked at the terrible Battle of Adowa
(1896), in which over 3,000 Italians were killed and more than
4,000 taken prisoner. The phease of imperial expansion at the
expense of organized non-European states was manifestly -
drawing to a close. It had entangled the quite sufficiently
difficult political and social problems of Great Britain, France,
Spain, Italy, Germany and Russia with the affairs of considex-
able alien, unassimilable, and resentful populations: Great
Britein had Egypt (not formally annexed as yet), India, Burma,
and a variety of such minor problems as Malta and Shanghai;
France had ocumbered herself with Tonkin and Annam in
addition to Algiers and Tunis; Spain was newly entangled in
Morooco; Italy had found trouble for herself in Tripoli; and
German overseas imperialism, though its “place in the sun”
seemed & poor one, derived what satisfaction it could from the
thought of & prospective war with Japan over Kiau-Chau.

All these “subject” Iands hsd populstions at a level of
intelligence and education very little lower than those of the
possessing country; the development of a native press, of g
collective self-consciousness, and of demands for self-govern-
ment was in each case inevitable, and the statesmen of Europe
had been far too busy achieving thess empires to haye any
:iea.r ideaa of what they would do with them when they got

em,

The Western democracies, as they woke up to
discovered themselves “imperial,” and were ooxl:gi freedom,

dera.bly em-
bax-z.-assed})ythediscovery.TheEastcametoth -
sapitals with perplexing demands. In Londen th: ng

Englishman, much preocoupied by strikes, b economie ri

by questions of nationalization, munieipaﬁzgﬁOn,n:nlﬂmti]eddlit:,
found that his path was orossed and his publio meetings were
attended by a large and mcreasing number of swarthy genfl?
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men in turbans, fezes, and other strange headgear, all saying in
effect: *“ You have got us. The people who represent your
government have destroyed our own government, and prevent us
from making a new one. What are you going to do with us? ”

§15
The British Empire in 1914,

We may note here briefly the very various nature of the
constituents of the British Empire in 1914. It was already a
quite unique political combination; nothing of the sort had
ever existed before. It was a new thing in political history, just
as the United States was a new thing. It wasa larger and a more
complicated thing than such nationalist states as France,
Holland or Sweden.

First and central to the whole system was the “ crowned
republic ” of the United British Kingdom, ineluding (against
the will of a considerable part of the Irish people) Ireland. The
majority of the British Parliament, made up of the three united
parliaments of England, Scotland, and Ireland, determined
the headship, the quality and policy of the ministry, and deter-
mined it largely on considerations arising out of British domestic
politics. It was this ministry which was the effective supreme
government, with powers of peace and war, over all the rest
of the empire.

Next in order of political importance to the British States
were the Dominions of Australia, Canada, Newfoundland (the
oldest British possession, 1583), New Zealand, and South Africa,
all practically independent and self-governing states in alliance
with Great Britain, but each with a representative of the Crown
appointed from London,

Next, the Indian Empire, an extension of the empire of the
Great Mogul, with its dependent and * protected ” states reaching
now from Baluchistan to Burma, and including Aden, in all
of which empire the British Crown and the India Office (under
ga,rlia.mentary control) played the role of the original Turkoman

ynasty;

Then the ambiguous possession of Egypt, still nominally a
part of the Turkish Empire and still retaining its owp monarch
the Khedive, but under almost despotic British official rule’
Egypt was however no regular part of the Empire, for while the
Khedive was there it could have no allegiance 1o the Crown.
Nor was any endeavour made to replace the Khediye by King
George V, even after Turkish suzerainty wag ended, °

Then the still more ambiguous * Anglo-Egyptiay, *» Sudan
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