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and the match of free ideas, was not recognized in European
thought, and few people realized that in Russia more than in
any other country lay the possibilities of a fundamental
revolution.

§6
The United States and the Imperial Idea.

When we turn from these European Great Powers, with
their inheritance of foreign offices and national policies, to the
United States of America, which broke away completely from
the Great Power System in 1776, we find a most interesting
contrast in the operation of the forces which produced the
expansive imperialism of Europe.

For America as for Europe the mechanical revolution had
brought all the world within the range of a few days’ journey.
The United States, like the Great Powers, had worldwide financial
and mercantile interests; a great industrialism had grown up
and was in need of overseas markets; the same crisis of belief
that had shaken the moral solidarity of Europe had occurred
in the American world. Her people were as patriotic and
spirited as any. Why, then, did not the United States develop
armaments and an aggressive policy? Why was not the stars
and stripes waving over Mexico, and why was there not a new
Indian system growing up in China under that flag? It was the
American who had opeped up Japan. After doing so, he had
let that power Europeanize itself and become formidable without
a protest. That alone was enough to make Machiavelli, the
father of modern foreign policy, turn in his grave.

If a Europeanized Great Power had been in the place of the
United States, Great Britain would have had to fortify the
Canadian frontier from end to end—it is now absolutely unarmed
—and to maintain a great arsenal in the St. Lawrence. All
the divided states of Central and South America would long since
have been subjugated and placed under the disciplinary contro}
of United States officials of the ‘““governing class.” There
would have been a perpetual campaign to Americanize Australia
and New Zealand, and yet another claimant for a ghare in
tropical Africa.

And by an odd accident America had produced in Presigent
Roosevelt (president 1901-1908) a man of ap energy ags restless
as the German Kaiser’s, as eager for large achievements, as
forid and eloquent, an adventurous man .

politics and an instinot for armaments, the very man, v:; ;;’grll::
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imagine, to have involved his country in the scramble for over-
aeas possession.

There does not appear to be any other explanation of this
general restraint and abstinence on the part of the United
States, except in their fundamentally different institutions and
traditions. In the first place, the United States Government
had no foreign office and no diplomatio corps of the European
type, no body of “experts” to maintain the tradition of an
aggressive policy. The president has great powers, but they
are checked by the powers of the Senate, which is directly elected
by the people. Every treaty with a foreign power must first
receive the assent of the Senate. The foreign relations of the
country are thus under open and public control. Seoret treaties
are impossible under such a system, and foreign powers com-
plain of the difficulty and uncertainty of “understandings”
with the United States—a very excellent state of affairs. The
United States is constitutionally incapacitated, therefore, from
the kind of foreign policy that has kept Europe for so long
constantly on the verge of war. Co .

And, secondly, there has hitherto existed in the United
States no organization for and no tradition of what one may call
non-assimilable possessions. Where there is no crown there
cannot be crown colonies. In spreading across the American
continent, the United States had developed a quite distinctive
method of dealing with new territories, admirably adapted
for unsettled lands, but very inconvenient if applied too freely
to areas already containing an alien population. This method
was based on the idea that there cannot be in the United States
system a permanently subject people. .-

The first stage of the ordinary process of assimilation had
been the creation of a “territory” under the federal government,
having a considerable measure of self-government, sending a
delegate (who could not vote) to Congress, and destined, in the
natural course of things, as the country became settled and
population increased, to flower at last into full statehood.
This had’ been the process of development of all the newer states
of the Unjon; the latest territories to become states being
Arizona and New Mexico in 1912. The frozen wilderness of
Alaska, bought from Russia, remained politically undeveloped
simply because it had an insufficient population for state
organization.

As the annexations of Germany and Great Britain in the
Pacific threatened to deprive the United States navy of coalin
stations in that ocean, e part of the Samoan Islands (1900g)
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and the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) were annexed (1898). Here
for the first time the United States had real subject populations
to deal with. But, in the absence of any class comparable
to the Anglo-Indian officials who sway British opinion, the
American procedure followed the territorial method. Every
effort was made to bring the educational standards of Hawaii
up to the American level, and & domestio legislature on the
territorial pattern was organized so that these dusky islanders
seemed destined ultimately to obtain full United States citizenship.
(The small Samoan Islands were taken care of by a United States
naval administrator.)

In 1895 occurred a quarrel between the United States
and Britain upon the subject of Venezuela, and the Monroe
doctrine was upheld stoutly by President Cleveland. Then
Mr. Olney made this remarkable declaration: ‘To-day the
United States is practically sovereign on this continent,
and its fiat is law upon the subjects to which it confines its
interposition.” This, together with the various Pan-American
congresses that have been held, points to a real open
“ foreign policy " of alliance and mutual help throughout
America. Treaties of arbitration held good over all that conti-
nent, and the future seemed to point to a gradual develop-
ment of inter-state organization, a Pax Americana, of the
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking peoples, the former
in the role of elder brother. There was to be something which
was not an empire, something going far beyond the great
alliance of the British Empire in the open equality of its
constituent parts.

Consistently with this idea of a common American welfare,
the United States in 1898 intervened in the affairs of Cuba,
whioh had been in a state of chronic insurrection against Spain
for many years. A brief war ended in the acquisition of Cuba,
Porto Rico, and the Philippine Islands. Cuba is now an
independent self-governing republic. Porto Rico and the
Philippines were given a special sort of government, with g
popularly elected lower house and an upper body containing
members appointed in the beginning by the United States senate.
What exactly was to be the constitutional feature of either
however, was not clear. Disoussions on this point remsincd
uneasy.

B(ih Cuba and Porto Rico welcomed the American inter-
yention in their affairs, but in the Philippine Tslands there
was & demand for complepg arllﬁ immediate freedom after the
Sp anish war, and a considerable resistance to the American
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military administration. There it was that the United States
came nearest to imperialism of the Great Power type, and that
her record is most questionable. There was much sympathy
with the insurgents in the States. Here is the point of view
of ex-President Roosevelt as he wrote it in his Aulobiography
(1913):

“As regards the Philippines, my belief was that we should
train them for self-government as rapidly as possible, and then
leave them free to decide their own fate. I did not believe in
setting the time-limit within which we would give them in-
dependence, because I did not believe it wise to try to forecast
how soon they would be fit for self-government; and once having
made the promise, I would have felt that it was imperative
to keep it. Within a fow months of my assuming office we had
stamped out the last armed resistance in the Philippines that
was not of merely sporadic character; and as soon as peace was
secured we turned our energies to developing the islands in the
interests of the natives. We established schools everywhere;
we built roads; we administered an even-hended justice; we did
everything possible to encourage agriculture and industry;
and in constantly increasing measure we employed natives to
do their own governing, and finally provided a legislative
chamber. . . .

“We are governing, and have been governing, the islands
in the interests of the Filipinos themselves. If after due time
the Filipinos themselves decide that they do not wish to be
thus governed, then I trust that we will leave; but when we do
leave, it must be distinctly understood that we retain no
protectorate—and above all that we take part in no joint
protectorate—over the islands, and give them no guarantee, of
neutrality or otherwise; that, in short, we are absolutely quit
of responsibility for them, of every kind and description.”

This is an entirely different outlook from that of a British
or French foreign office or colonial office official. But it is not
very widely different from the spirit that created the common.
weals of Canada, South Africa, and Australia, and brought
forward the three Home Rule Bills for Ireland. It ig ip %h
older and more characteristic English tradition from which the
Declaration of Independence derives. It sets aside, with "
discﬁssmn, tgt:ndetestable idea of “subject peopleg,’” out

ere we will not enter into political complication
?rpolx: tl}ilehmaking of the Panama Canal, foxP the?oirft:ﬁ‘elﬁga::
esh light upon this interesting question of the American

method in world politics. The history of Panama is American



1004 THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY

history purely. But manifestly, just as the internal political
structure of the Union was a new thing in the world, so, too,
were its relations with the world beyond its borders,

§7
The Immediate Causes of the Great War.

We have been at some pains to examine the state of mind
of Europe and of America in regard to international relations
in the years that led up to the world tragedy of 1914 because,
as more and more people are coming to recognize, that great
war or some such war was a natural consequence of the
mentality of the period. All the things that men and nations
do are the outcome of instinctive motives reacting upon the
ideas which talk and books and newspapers and schoolmasters
and so forth have put into people’s heads. Physical necessities,
pestilences, changes of climate, and the like outer things may
deflect and distort the growth of human history, but its living
root is thought.

All human history is fundamentally a history of ideas.
Between the man of to-day and the Cro-Magnard the physical
and mental differences are very slight; their essential difference
lies in the extent and content of the mental background which
we have acquired in the five or six hundred generations that
intervene.

We are too close to the events of the Great War to pretend
that this Ouiline can record the verdict of history thereupon,
but we may hazard the guess that, when the passions of the
confliet have faded, it will be Germany that will be most blamed
for bringing it about, and she will be blamed not because she
was morally and intellectually very different from her neighbours,
but because she had the common disease of imperialism in its
most complete and energetic form. No self-respecting historian,
however superficial and popular his aims may be, can countenance
the legend, produced by the stresses of the war, that the German
is & sort of human being more cruel and abominable than any
other variety of men. All the great states of Furope before
1914 were in a condition of aggressive nationalism anq driftine
towards war; the government of Germany did but lead the

al movement. She fell into the pit first, and she
gener b the dreadful exampl Loundered
deepest. She became the example. at which g}l her
{ellow-sinners could ory out. .
For long, Germany and Austria had been seeking apn extension
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of German influence eastward through Asia Minor to the East.
The German idea was crystallized in the phrase “Berlin to
Bagdad.” Antegonized to the German dreams were those of
Russia, which was scheming for an extension of the Slav
ascendancy to Constantinople and through Serbia to the
Adriatio. These lines of ambition lay across one another and
were mutually incompatible. The feverish state of affairs in
the Balkans was largely the outcome of the intrigues and propa-
gandas sustained by the German and Slav schemes. Turkey
turned for support to Germany, Serbia to Russia. Roumania
and Ttaly, both Latin in tradition, both nominally allies of
Germany, pursued remoter and deeper schemes in common.
Ferdinand, the Tsar of Bulgeria, was following still darker
ends; and the mysteries of the Greek Court, whose king was
the German Kaiser’'s brother-in-law, are beyond our present
powers of inquiry.

But the tangle did not end with Germany on the one hand
and Russia on the other. The greed of Germany in 1871 had
made France her inveterate enemy. The French people, aware
of their inability to recover their lost inces by their own
strength, had conceived exaggerated ideas of the power and
helpfulness of Russia. The Fremch people had subsoribed
enormously to Russian loans. -France was the ally of Russia.
If the German powers made war upon Russia, France would
certainly attack them.

Now, the short eastern French frontier was very strongly
defended. There was little prospect of Germany repeating
the successes of 1870-71 against that barrier. But the Belgian
frontier of France was longer and less strongly defended. An
attack in overwhelming force on France through Belgium might
repeat 1870 on a larger scale. The French left might be swung
back south-eastwardly on Verdun as & pivot, and crowded back
upon its right, as one shuts an open razor.

This scheme the German strategists had worked out with
great care and elaboration. Its execution involved an outrage
upon the law of nations, because Prussia bad undertaken to
guarantee the neutrality of Belgium and had no quarrel with
her, and it involved the risk of bringing in Great Britain (which
power was also pledged to protect Belgium) against Germany.
Yet the Germans believed thut their fleet had grown stro
enough to make Great, Britain besitate to interfers, and with o
View t? Pos.mblhm they ha-d OOnBtructed & grea,t, system Of
strategio railways to the Belgian frontier, and made every
preparation for the execution of this scheme. So they might,
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hope to strike down France at one blow, and deal at their leisure
with Russia.

In 1914 all things scemed moving together in favour of the
two Central Powers. Russia, it is true, had been recovering
since 1906, but only very slowly. France was distracted by
financial scandals. The astounding murder of M. Calmette, the
editor of the Figaro, by the wife of M. Caillaux, the minister of
finance, brought these to & climax in March. Britain, all
Germany was assured, was on the verge of a civil war in Ireland.
Repeated efforts were made both by foreign and English people
to get some definite statement of what Britain would do if
Germany and Austria assailed France and Russia; but the
British foreign secretary, Sir Edward Grey, maintained a front
of heavy ambiguity up to the very day of the British entry
into the war. As a consequence, there was a feeling on the
Continent that Britain would either not fight or delay fighting,
;,';d this may have encouraged Germany to go on threatening

ance.

Events were precipitated on June 28th by the assassination
of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, and heir to the Austrian
Empire, when on a State visit to Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.
Here was a timely excuse to set the armies marching. ‘It is
now or never,”’ said the German Emperor. Serbia was accused
of instigating the murder, and, notwithstanding the fact that
Austrian commissioners reported that there was no evidence
to implicate the Serbian government, the Austro-Hungarian
government contrived to press this grievance towards war.
On July 23rd Austria discharged an ultimatum at Serbia, and,
in spite of a practical submission on the part of Serbia, and of
the efforts of Sir Edward Grey, the British foreign secretary,
to call a conference of the powers, declared war against Serbia
on July 28th.

Russia mobilized her army on July 30th, and on August 1st
Germany declared war upon her. German troops crossed into
French territory next day, and the big flanking movement
through Luxembourg and Belgium began. Westward rode the
scouts and advance guards. Westward rushed a multitude of
automobiles packed with soldiers. Enormous columng of grey-
clad infantry followed; round-eyed, fair young Germang they
were for the most part—law-abiding, educated

. youngste
had never yet seen a shot fired in anger, “Thie %msrswﬁjﬂ

were told. They had to be bold and o
t}fleg;lem did their best to carry out these militarigt inﬂmestﬁ:
(a)t the expense of the ill-fated Belgians.
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A disproportionate fuss has been made over the detailed
atrocities in Belgium—disproportionate, that is, in relation to
the fundamental atrocity of August, 1914, which was the
invasion of Belgium. Given that, the casval shootings and
lootings, the wanton destruetion of property, the plundering
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of inns and of food and drink shops by hungry and weary mep
and the consequent rapes and incendiarism, follow Mturally'
enough. Quly very simple people believe that an army in the
field can maintain as high a level of honesty, decency, anq
justice as a settled community at home. And the tradition of
tho Thirty Years' War still influenced the Prussian army. T4
has been customary in the countries allied inst y
to treat this vileness and bloodshed of the Belgian molnnthsm&ny

though nothing of the sort had ever happened before a8
if it were due to some distinotively eyil atoix 1o o 20d aa
character., e ¢y evil strain in the German
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They were nicknamed “Huns.” But nothing eould be less
like the systematic destructions of these nomads (who once
proposed to exterminate the entire Chinese population in order
to restore China to pasture) than the German crimes in Belgium.
Much of that crime was the drunken brutality of men who for
the first time in their lives were free to use lethal weapons,
much of it was the hysterical violence of men shocked at their
own proceedings and in deadly fear of the revenge of the people
whose country they had outraged, and much of it was done under
duress because of the theory that men should be terrible in war-
fare and that populations are best subdued by fear. The German
common people were bundled from an orderly obedience into
this war in such a manner that atrocities were bound to ensue.
Any people who had been worked up for war and led into war
ag the Germaps were would have behaved in a similar manner.

On the night of August 4th, while most of Europe, still
under the tranquil inertias of half a century of peace, still in the
habitual enjoyment of such a widely diffused plenty, cheapness
and freedom as no man living will ever see again, was thinking
about its summer holidays, the little Belgian village of Visé
was ablaze, and stupefied rustics were being led out and shot
because it was alleged someone had fired on the invaders., The
officers who ordered these acts, the men who obeyed, must
surely have felt scared at the strangeness of the things they
did. Most of them had never yet seen a violent death. And
they had set light not to a village, but & world. It was the
beginning of the end of an age of comfort, confidence, and gentle
and seemly behaviour in Europe.

So soon as it was clear that Belgium was to be invaded,
Great Britain ceased to hesitate, and (at eleven at night.on
August 4th) declared war upon Germany. The following day
& German mine-laying vessel was caught off the Thames mouth
by the cruiser Amphior and sunk—the first time that the British
and Germans had ever met in conflict under their own national
flags upon land or water. . . .

All Europe still remembers the strange atmosphere of thoge
eventful sunny August days, the end of the Armed Peage, For
nearly half a century the Western world had been tranquil
and bad seemed safe. Only a few middle-ag

. 4 ed and i
people in France had had any practical experience of wﬁff;?f
The newspapers spoke of & world catastrophe, byt that con-

eyed verY fittle meaning to thos? for whom the w
zlv{ays geemed secure, who were, indeed, almost inca(;::%]:ag
thinking it 88 otherwise than secure-
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In Britain particularly, for some weeks the peace-time routine
continued in a slightly dazed fashion. It was like a man still
walking about the world unaware that he has contracted a fatal
disease which will alter every routine and habit in his life.
People went on with their summer holidays; shops reassured
their customers with the announcement ‘‘Business as usual.”
There was much talk and excitement when the newspapers
came, but it was the talk and excitement of spectators who
have no vivid sense of participation in the catastrophe that
was presently to involve them all.

§8
A Summary of the Great War up fo 1917.

We will now review very briefly the main phases of the
world struggle which had thus commenced. Planned by
Germany, it began with & swift attack designed to “knock
out” France while Russia was still getting her forces together
in the East. For a time all went well. Military science is never
up to date under modern conditions, because military men are
as a class unimaginative, there are always at any date undeveloped
inventions, capable of disturbing current tactical and strategic
practice, which the military intelligence has declined.

The German plan had been made for some years; it was a
stale plan; it could probably have been foiled at the outset by
a proper use of entrenchments and barbed wire and machine
guns, but the French were by no means as advanced in their
military science as the Germans, and they trusted to methods
of open warfare that were at least fourteen years behind the
times. They had a proper equipment neither of barbed wire
nor machine guns, and there was a ridiculous tradition that the
Frenchman did not fight well behind earthworks.

The Belgian frontier was defended by the fortress of Liége
ten or twelve years out of date, with forts whose armamené
had been furnished and fitted in many cases by German cop-
tractors; and the French north-eastern frontier was very badl
equipped. Naturally, the German armament firm of Ky y
had provided nutcrackers for these nuts in the form P

. h : . f ex-

ceptionally heavy guns firing high-explosive gh i

defences proved, therefore, to be mere traps for theiiu.a, '-_['hese
The French attacked end failed in the so B isons.

The German hosts swung round the French 1uthem Ardennes,

of being irresistible; the last fort at Liége ot with an effeot

f
Brussels was reached on August 20th, ga, cll on August 16th,

nd the small Britigh
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army of about 70,000, which had arrived in Belgium, was strack
at Mons in overwhelming force, and driven backward in spite
of the very deadly rifle tactics it had learnt during the South
African War. The little British force was pushed southward,
and the German right swept down so as to leave Paris to the
west and crumple the entire French army back upon itself.

The
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So confident was the German high command at this stage
of having won the war, that by the end of August German troops
were already being withdrawn for the Eagtern front, where
the Russians were playing havoe in Eagt and Wegst, ’Prussia..
And then came the Allied counter-attack, The Trench pro-
duced an unexpected army on their left, anq the small British
army, shaken but reinforced, was still fit, Play a worthy part
in the counter-stroke. The German right overran itself, lost in
cobesion, and was driven back from the Marme to the Aisne




THE CATASTROPHE OF MODERN IMPERIALISM 1071

(Battle of the Marne, September 6th to 10th). It would have
been driven back farther had it not had the art of entrenchment
in reserve. Upon the Aisne it stood and dug itself in. The
heavy guns, the high-explosive shells, the tanks, needed by the
Allies to smash up these entrenchments, did not yet exist.

The Battle of the Marne shattered the original German plan.
For a time France was saved. But the German was not defeated;
he had still a great offensive superiority in military skill and
equipment. His fear of the Russian in the East had been
relieved by a tremendous victory at Tanuenberg.

His next phase was a headlong, less elaborately planned
campaign to outflank the left of the Allied armies and to seize
the Channel ports and out off supplies coming from Britain to
France. Both armies extended to the west in a sort of race
to the coast. Then the Germans, with a great superiority of
guns and equipment, struck at the British round and about
Ypres. They came very near to a break through, but the
British held them.

The war on the Western front settled down to trench warfare.
Neither side had the science and equipment needed to solve
the problem of bresking through modern entrenchments and
entanglements, and both sides were now compelled to resort
to scientific men, inventors, and such-like unmilitary persons
for counsel and help in their difficulty. At that time the
essential problem of trench warfare had already been solved;
there existed in England, for instance, the model of a tank
which would have given the Allies a swift and easy victory
before 1916; but the professional military mind is by necessity
an inferior and unimaginative mind; no man of high intellectual
quality would willingly imprison his gifts in such a calling;
nearly all supremely great soldiers have been either inexperienced,
fresh-minded young men like Alexander, Napoleon, and Hoche,
politiciens turned goldiers like Julius Ceesar, nomads like the
Hun and Mongol captains, or amateurs like Cromwell anq
Washington: whereas this war after fifty years of militarism
was a hopelessly professional war; from first to last it w
impossible to get it out of the hands of the regular gene {a:
:.nd neitgxer tll:e German nor Allied headquarters wag disp?; ed
o regard with tolerati invention th .
trad.igional met;hoq:](:;r.‘mon o at would destmy their

The Germans, however, did make gome i :
February (28th) they produced a rather fuil;li]ltovatm?s' In
flame projector, the user of which was in coum:;":fa?,e th(;

o e . e . N " T
being burnt slive; and in April, in the opening of g s%oo nod
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great offensive upon the British (second Battle of Ypres, April
22nd to May 24th), they employed a cloud of poison gas, This
horrible device was used against Algerian and Canadian troops;
it shook them by the physical torture it inflicted, and by the
anguish of those who died, but it failed to break through them.
For some weeks chemists were of more importance than soldiers
on the Allied front, and within six weeks the defensjve troops
were already in possession of protective methods and devices.

For a year and a half, until July, 1916, the Western front
remained in a state of indecisive tension. There were heavy
attacks on either side that ended in bloody repulses. The
French made costly thrusts at Arras and in Champagne in
1915, the British at Loos.

From Switzerland to the North Sea there ran two continuous
lines of entrenchment, sometimes at s distance of a mile or more,
sometimes at a distance of a few feet (at Arras, e.g.), and in and
behind these lines of trenches millions of men toiled, raided
their enemies, and prepared for sanguinary and foredoomed
offensives. In any preceding age these stagnant masses of
men would have engendered a pestilence inevitably, but here
again modern science had altered the conditions of warfare.
Certain novel diseases appeared, trench feet for instance, caused
by prolonged standing in cold water, new forms of dysentery,
and the like, but none developed to an extent to disable ejther
combatant force.

Behind this front the whole life of the belligerent nations
was being turned more and more to the task of maintaining
supplies of food, munitions, and, above all, men to supply the
places of those who day by day were killed or mangled. The
Germans had had the luck to possess a considerable number
of big siege guns intended for the frontier fortresses; these were
now available for trench smashing with high explosive, a use
no one had foreseen for them. The Allies throughout the first
years were markedly inferior in their supply of big guns and
ammunition, and their losses were steadily greater than the
German.

There was a tremendous German onslaught upon the French
throughout the first half of 1916 round and about Verdun, The
Germans suffered enormous losses and were held, aftep pushing
in the French lines for some miles. The French losses ‘were ag

reat or greater. “Ils me passeront pas,” gaiq and the
g ; d kept their word. sang
French infantry—and kep

" The Eastern German front was more exten

ded
gystematically entrenched than the Western, Fop 4 m l:;:
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Russian armies continued to press westward in spite of the
Tannenberg disaster. They conquered nearly the whole of
Galicia from the Austrians, took Lemberg on September 2nd,
1914, and the great fortress of Przemysl on March 22nd, 1915.
But after the Germans had failed to break the Western front of
the Allies, and after an ineffective Allied offensive made without
proper material, they turned to Russia, and a series of heavy
blows, with & novel use of massed artillery, were struck first in
the south and then at the morth of the Russian front. On
June 3rd Przemys! was retaken, and the whole Russian line was
driven back until Vilna (September 18th) was in German hands.

In May, 1915 (23rd), Italy joined the Allies and declared
war upon Austria. (Not until a year later did she declare war
on Germany.) She pushed over her eastern boundary towards
Goritzia (which fell in the summer of 1916), but her intervention
was of little use at that time to either Russia or the two Western
powers. She merely established another line of trench warfare
among the high mountains of her picturesque north-eastern
frontier.

While the main fronts of the chief combatants were in this
atate of exhaustive deadlock, both sides were attempting to
strike round behind the front of their adversaries. The Germans
made a series of Zeppelin, and later of aeroplane, raids upon
Paris and the east of England. Ostensibly these aimed at
depots, munition works, and the like targets of military
importance, but practically they bombed promiscuously at
inhabited places.

At first these raiders dropped not very effective bombs,
but later the size and quality of these missiles increased, con-
siderable numbers of people were killed and injured, and very
much damage was done. The English people were roused
to a pitch of extreme indignation by these outragen. Although
the Germans had possessed Zeppelins for some ycars, no one
in authority in Great Britain had thought out the proper methods
of dealing with them, and it was not until late in 1918 that an
adequate supply of anti-aircraft guns was brought into pla,
and that these raiders were systematically attacked by aeroplanes

Then came a series of Zeppelin disasters, and after the spri .
of 1917 their use for any purpose but sea scoutine declli)m::lg
and their place as raiders was taken by large aemi;lanes (th’
Gothas). The visits of these latter machines to Y.ondon a.ng
the east of England became systematic after the summer of
1917. All t.hrough the winter of 1917-18 London on ever
moonlight night became familiar with the banging of Warning
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maroons, the shrill whistles of the police alarm, the hasty clear-
ance of the streets, the distant rumbling of scores and hundreds
of anti-aircraft guns growing steadily to a wild uproar of thuds
and crashes, the swish of flying shrapnel, and at last, if any of
the raiders got through the barrage, with the dull heavy bang
of the bursting bombs. Then presently, amidst the diminuendo
of the gun-fire, would come the inimitable rushing sound of
the fire-brigade engines and the hurry of the ambulances. . . .
War was brought home to every Londoner by these experiences.

While the Germans were thus assailing the nerve of their
enemy home population through the air, they were also attacking
the overseas trade of the British by every means in their power.
At the outset of the war they had various trade-destroyers
scattered over the world, and a squadron of powerful modern
cruisers in the Pacific, namely the Scharnhorst, the Gneisenax,
the Leipzig, the Nirnberg, and the Dresden. Some of the
detached cruisers, and particularly the Emden, did o considerable
amount of commerce-destroying before they were hunted down,
and the main squadron caught an inferior British force off the
coast of Chile and sank the Good Hope and the Monmoutk on
November 1st, 1914. A month later these German ships were
themselves pounced upon by a British force, and all (except
the Dresden) sunk by Admiral Sturdee in the Battle of the
Falkland Isles. After this conflict the Allies remained in un-
disputed possession of the surface of the sea, a supremacy which
the g:ia.t naval Battle of Jutland (May 31st, 1916) did nothing
to shake.

The Germans concentrated their attention more and more
upon submarine warfare. From the beginning of the war they
had had considerable submarine successes. On one day,
September 22nd, 1914, they sank three powerful cruisers, the
Aboukir, the Hogue, and the Cressy, with 1,473 men. They
continued to levy a toll upon British shipping throughout the
war; at first they hailed and examined passenger and mercantile
shipping, but this practice they disoontinued.for fear of traps,
and in the spring of 1915 they began to sink ships without notjce.

In May, 1015, they sank the great passenger liner the
Lusilania, without any warning, drowning & number of American
citizens. This embittered American feeling againgg them but
the possibility of injuring and perhaps reducing Britain ,by s
gubmarine blockade was so great that th

intensi - Cy persisted i
and more intensified submarine campaign l'egardle:: a(.) fm:;ee

danger of dregging the United Btetes into the cirele of their
enemies.
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Meanwhile, Turkish forces, very ill equipped, were making
threatening gestures at Egypt across the desert of Sinai.

And while the Germans were thus striking at Britain, their
least accessible and most formidable antagonist, through the air
and under the sea, the French and British were also embarking
upon a disastrous flank attack in the east upon the Central
Powers through Turkey. The Gallipoli campaign was finely
imagined, but disgracefully executed. Had it succeeded, the
Allies would have captured Constantinople in 1915. But the
Turks were given two months’ notice of the project by a premature
bombardment of the Dardanelles in February, the scheme was
also probably betrayed through the Greek Court, and when at
last British and French forces were landed upon the Gallipoli
peninsula, in April, they found the Turks well entrenched and
better equipped for trench warfare than themselves.

The Allies trusted for heavy artillery to the great guns of
the ships, which were comparatively useless for battering down
entrenchments, and among every other sort of thing that
they had foiled to foresee, they had not foreseen hostile sub-
marines. Several great battleships were lost; they went down
in the same clear waters over which the ships of Xerxes had
once sailed to their fate at Salamis. The story of the Gallipoli
campaign from the side of the Allies is at once heroic and pitiful,
& story of courage and incompetence, and of life, material,
‘113‘116 prestige wasted, culminating in & withdrawal in January,

Linked up closely with the vacillation of Greece throughout
this time was the entry of Bulgaria into the war (October 12th,
1915). The king of Bulgaria had hesitated for more than & year
to make any decision between the two sides. Now the manifest
failure of the British at Gallipoli, coupled with a strong Austro-
German attack in Serbia, swung him over to the Central Powers,
While the Serbs were hotly engaged with the Austro-German
invaders upon the Danube he attacked Serbia in the rear, and
in a few weeks the country had been completely overrun. ' Th
S?rzilz{;n army made a terrible retreat through the mounta.in:
o ania to the coast, where its remains w
Allied fleet. ore rescued by an

An Allied force landed at Salonika in Gree
inland towards Monastir, but was unable to rendzt:-’aind pushed
assistance to the Serbians. It was the Saloniks {eﬂecmal
sealed the fate of the Gallipoli expedition. Plan which

east, in Meso i iy . .
To the potamia, the British, using Indian tro ops.

chiefly, made & still remoter flank attack upon the Centea
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Powers. An army, very ill provided for the campaign, was
landed at Basra in the November of 1914, and pushed up towards
Bagdad in the following year. It gained & victory at Ctesiphon, .
the ancient Arsacid and Sassanid capital, within twenty-five
miles of Bagdad, but the Turks were heavily reinforced, there
was a retreat to Kut, and there the British army, under General
Townshend, was surrounded and starved into surrender on
April 29th, 1916.

All these campaigns in the air, under the seas, in Russia,
Turkey, and Asia, were subsidiary to the main front, the front
of decision, between Switzerland and the sea; and there the
main millions lay entrenched, slowly learning the necessary
methods of modern scientific warfare. There was a rapid
progress in the use of the aeroplane. At the outset of ‘the war
this had been used chiefly for scouting, and by the Germans
for the dropping of marks for the artillery. Such a thing as
aerial fighting was unheard of. In 1916 the aeroplanes carried
machine guns and fought in the air; their bombing work was
increasingly important, they had developed a wonderful art
of aerial photography, and all the aerial side of artillery work,
both with aeroplanes and observation balloons, had been
enormously developed. But the military mind was still resisting
the use of the tank, the obvious weapon for decision in trench
warfare.

Many intelligent people outside military circles understood
this quite clearly. The use of the tank against trenches was an
altogether obvious expedient. Leonardo da Vinci invented an
early tank. Soon after the South African War, in 1903, there
were stories in magazines describing imaginary battles in which
tanks figured; and a complete working model of a tank, made
by Mr. J. A. Corry, of Leeds, was shown to the British military
authorities, who of course rejected it in 1911.. Tanks had been
invented and re-invented before the war began. But had the
matter rested entirely in the hands of the military there would
never have been any use of tanks.

It was Mr. Winston Churchill, who was at the British
Admiralty in 1915-16, who insisted upon the manufactyre of
the first tanks, and it was in the teeth of the grimmest, opposition
that they were sent to France. To the British navy, and not
to the army, military stﬁence owes the use of thege devices
The German mi!itary aut orit.ies were equally set goai )
In July, 1916, Sir Douglas Ha}g, the_British c{)mmgggéfiiz}iﬁﬁ'
began a great offensive which fajleq .

_ to break th h the
German line. In some places he advanced : few rc::i%es; in
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others he was completely defeated. There was a huge slaughter
of the new British armies. And he did not use tenks. -

In September, when the season was growing too Iate for a
sustained offensive, tanks first -appeared in warfare. A few
were put into action by the British generals in a not very
intelligent fashion. Their effect zpon the German was profound,
they produced something like a.panio, and there can be little
doubt that had they been used in July in sufficient numbers,
and handled by & general of imagination and energy, they would
have ended the war there and then. At that time the Allies
were in greater strength than the Germans upon the. Western
front. The odds were roughly 7 to 4. Russia, though fast
approaching exhaustion, .was still fighting, Italy was pressing
the Austrians hard, and Roumania was just entering the war
on the side of the Allies. But the waste of men in this dis-
astrous July offensive brought the Allied cause to the very
brink of disaster. K ' :

Direotly the British failure of July had reagsured the Germans,

turned on the Roumanians, and the winter of 1916 saw the
same fate overtake Roumania that had fallen upon Serbia in
1915. The year that had begun with the retreat from Gallipoli
and the surrender of Kut, ended with the crushing of Roumania
and with volleys fired at.a landing party of French and British
marines by a royalist crowd in the port of Athens. - I looked
as though King Constantine of Greece meant to lead his people .
in the footsteps of King Ferdinand of Bulgaria. But the coast
line of Greece is one much exposed to naval action. Greece
was blockaded, and & French force from Salonika ‘joined hands
with an Italian force from Valona to -cut the king of Greece off
from his Central European frientds. (In June, 1917, Constantine
was forced to abdicate by the Allies, and his son Alexander
was made king in his place.) T .

On the whole, things looked much less dangerous for the
Hohenzollern imperialism at the end of 1916' than ‘they haq
done after the failure of the first great rush at the Marne, T},
Allies had wasted two years of opportunity. Belgium, Serhig
and Roumania, and large areas of France and Russia, were
occupied by Austro-German troops. Oounter-stroke’ afte
counter-stroke had failed, and Russia was now tottering tow ard:
a collapse. - It was the obvious moment for Germany to mgl
offer of peace; and in fact negotiations were starteq towards © an
end.l But _t‘llley were half-hearted and were recejveq witl:h::

, negati ied si :
equally timid negation from the Allied side. Indeed, the Lioyd

George and Clemenceau governments which in Britgjn and
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France replaced less “ firm  governments were pledged to fight
to the bitter end. 8 plodgec o Ten

§9
The Qreat War from the Russian Collapse to the Armistice.

Early in 1917 Russia collapsed.

By this time the emormous strain of the war was telling
hardly upon all the European populations. There had been a
great disorganization of transport everywhere, a discontinuance
of the normal repairs and replacements of shipping, railways,
and the like, a using-up of materials of all sorts, a dwindling of
food production, a withdrawal of greater and greater masses
of men f.rm.n industry, a cessation of educational work, and s
;t%eady diminution of the ordinary securities and honesties of

e.

More and more of the European population was being
transferred from surroundings and conditions to which it was
accustomed, to novel circumstances which distressed, stim-
ulated, and demoralized it. But Russia suffered first and
most from this universal pulling up of civilization from its roots.
The Russian antocracy was dishonest and incompetent. The
Tsar, like several of his ancestors, had now given way to a crazy
pietism, and the Court was dominated by a religious impostor,
Rasputin, whose cult was one of unspeakable foulness, a reekin
scandal in the face of the world. Beneath the rule of this dirty
mysticism, indolence and scoundrelism mismanaged the war.

The Russian common soldiers were sent into battle without
guns to support them, without even rifle ammunition; they
were wasted by their officers and generals in a delirium of
militarist enthusiasm. For a time they seemed to be suffering
mutely as the beasts suffer; but there is a limit to the endurance
even of the most ignorant. A profound disgust for the Tsardom
was creeping .through these armies of betrayed and wasted
men. From the close of 1016 onwards Russia was a source of
deepening anxiety to her Western allies. Throughout 1916
she remained largely on the defensive, and there were rumours
of a separate peace with Germany. She gave little help to
Roumale. b 6, the monk R

On December 29th, 1916, the monk Rasputin wag
at a dinner party in Petrograd, and a belated attempt :vnal,lsr‘;;flg

t the Tsardom in order. By March thip .
to pu od iots in Petrograd devel ings were moving
rapidly; food ri0 grac ceveloped into a revolutionary

insurreotion; there was an attempted suppression of the Duma,
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the representative body, attempted arrests of liberal leaders,
the formation of a provisional government under Prince Lvoff,
angd an abdication (March 15th) by the Tsar.

For a time it seemed that a moderate and controlled revo-
lution might be possible—perhaps under a new Tear. Then it
became evident that the destruction of confidence in Russia
had gone too far for any such adjustments. The Russian
people were sick to death of the old order of things in Europe,
of Tsars and of wars and great powers; it wanted relief, and that
speedily, from unendurable miseries, The Allies had no under-
standing of Russian realities; their diplomatists were ignorant
of Russian; genteel persons, with their attention directed to the
Rusgsian Cowrt rather than Russia, they blundered steadily
with the new situation. There was little goodwill among the
diplomatists for republicanism, and a manifest disposition to
embarrass the new government as much as possible. At the
head of the Russian republican government was an elogquent
and pioturesque leader, Kerensky, who found himself assailed
by the deep forces of a profounder revolutionary movement,
the “social revolution,” at home and cold-shouldered by the
Allied governments abroad. His allies would neither let him
give the Russian people land nor peace beyond their frontiers.
The Frenoch and the British Press pestered their exhausted
ally for a fresh offensive, but when presently the Germans made
a strong attack by sea and land upon Rigs, the British Admiralty
quailed before the prospect of a Baltic expedition in relief.

The new Russian republic had to fight unsupported. In
spite of their great naval predominance and the bitter
of the English admiral, Lord Fisher (1841-1920), it is to be noted
that the Allies, except for some submarine attacks, left the
Germans the complete mastery of the Baltic throughout the
war,

The Russian masses were resolute to end the war. There
had come into existence in Petrograd a body representing the
workers and common soldiers, the Soviet, and this body clam,-
oured for an international conference of socialists at Stockholm
Food riots were oocurring in Berlin at this time, war-wearinegs
in Austria and Germany was profound, and there can be Litt]e
doubt, in the light of subsequent events, that such & conferen
would have precipitated & reasonable Desce on demoprati
hm;{ in ;:Ll'l and l: German revolution. ovratio

erensky implored his Western allies to allow th;
fergnﬁ: to ta‘l;e place,'but., feartul of & world-wide oug::al?:;
socialism and republicanism, they refused, jg spite of the





