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Indira Privadarshini"who is no more.
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the destmy of the world’s’ largeSt democracy ‘and’ the pation of sevenz-:-_\
hundred. million people fov long s:xteen yea*rs could fall: to' the bullets

erupted in" the: capltal and ‘many:: >parts oﬁ’the c@untry- -'Ees'p ape
bY the. new Wane Mmlster Sric Ra]w Gandhl and the ﬁahloii

remmdmg the traumatnc da’ys of partnt»xon. ~Th
turn’ and Whundreds of  infiocent’ peobile Were *ill b
on'thé banks of thé/:Jamuna in the ¢apit
thousands were réndered: homeless
‘Tupees were looted and destroyed. Jllgh thls sort of violence ‘is\

senseless, it unmistakably. pointsité the hold: Indiraji. has-had:ever -

~ the Indian peOple,s partucularly _the masses. : She ably anﬂ quickly 1lledu-

Nehru- and Lal-_ Bahadur. Sh;as_t_n_;-fmm.i t_he .Ind_;_g_n_ .pol_;__t;cal __sgqn_
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took up the sacred _ta;slg ~of building up of a modern India of her
father’s and Mahatma Gandhi’s dreams. In the initial years she had
to face hurdles not oaly from the opposition parties but also from
a section of senior leaders of her own party, which she had overcome
with'- commendable ‘courage and conviction so characterestic of her
charismatic personality. Her detractors accused her of - dictatorial
attitudes, .her leaning towards dynastic rule and lust for power, ridiculed
her ~¢ongept: of demgcracy, socialism and committed bureaucracy and'
judiciary. Critics have also pointed  out. her errors .of judgement in
flouting: the verdict of the Allahabad High Court: unseating her in
Parliament and imposition of the Emergency in, 1975.. History will
judge the truth or otherwise of these criticisms. :

_; But it is an undeniable fact that Indira Gandhi was the most.
powerful woman of the world and one of the most outstanding
statesmen gnd dynamic leaders the, world has' ever produced. She
constantly and hopsfully worked for world peace and disarmament,,
better understanding and improved. relations .among  nations and fruit~
ful applications of the five principles of international relations initiated,
by her father. It'is to her credit that the Non-aligned movement -
of the third world countries gained momentum. and proved a formi-
dable force to be reckoned with .in international pelitics. The pres-
ence of the Heads of Governments and top leaders of more than a hundred,
countries in her funeraland the rich tributes gaid by. them on hes-

tragic. death clearly prove the pre-eminent position she held in world
politics. .

- “For goed. or bad, Indira was Indig for nearly two decades. She
was undoubtedly the most popularIndian leader aftec ‘Mahatma Gan-.
dhi- and Jawahatlal Nehiru, snd will go down in history as .one of
the. builders of & strong, -secular, prosperous.and united India. Indeed:
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she laid down her life at the altar of the country’s. unity and -soli-.
darity. It is not our aim in this tiny tribute to analyse the different
aspects of her imique personality and assess her achievements. ;md.
failures as the Supreme Egader of the Nation during a most difficult
and turbulent period of the history of .free Indla. It is mdeed impo-,
ssible to define and analyse her complex and emgmatxc character. heri
colourful personality and controversial career so marked by tnumph
and tragedy. She was admired as a most beautiful and elegant lady,
a devoted and dedicated hostess and companion of her father, a
world statesman of outstanding stature, a tower of strength to the
nation, and a dauntless and triumphant leader with uncanny ability
to take right decisions at the right moment bringing glory to the
nation in war and peace. She was at the same time condemned as
a dictator and destroyer of democracy, an imperious, and defiant woman,
an indulgent mother foisting an arrogant son with a2 menacing posture
on the political horizon, and' an unforgiving mother~in-law driving out -
her widowed daughter-in-law with a tiny child from her residence.
She was. also strongly criticised for her electoral malpractices,
personality cult, family hegemony, and populist stunts and slogans
as, well as for her unethical politics of toppling state Governments
formed by parties other than her own. Thus she was the most
controversial Prime Minister we have so far had.

But the fact remains that Indira “andhi wasa true patriot. India’s
greatness and well-being of her peoplc e her first and foremost concern.
She lived, worked and died for India. The best tribute to Indira Gandhi
would, therefore, be to work for a strong, united, secular and prosperous
India. For this we must maintain communal harmony at all costs,
eschew wiolence in public life, forget differences of caste, creed and’
religion, work hard for amehoratmg the lot of the teeming mxlhons of



(iv)

oui‘"co‘untrymeh and fémain evet' vig ﬂ“ant Yo' defend tHe umty and mte-
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