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Jawaharlal Nehru College :

A LOOKING BACK TO THE PAST.

Our college is now twenty and
~ has exuberantly emerged out of the

adolescence into youth. When we -

look back to the past—its origin
and development-many things flash
upon our inward eye and fill our
heart with pleasure and pain. The
idea of a college at a remote and
undeveloped place like Boko fired
“the imagination of the people and

its establishment under the inspiring
leadership of late Sri Probin Kumar
Chaudhuri, then M.L.A and later
Minister, Assam, raised high hopes
in the mind of the local people,
particularly. the tribals and other
* backward classes. On Sri Chaudhuri’s
suggestion, the people decided in a
meeting held on the very next day
of the sad demise of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru on 27th May, 1964 to
name the college after him as a
token of love and respect for the

Principal J. C. Nath.

great leader and builder of modern
India.

In the initial years there ' were
two main hurdles, namely, low en-
rolment and meagre resources and
both hampered- the rapid growth
of the college. In less than three
years’ time after the establishment
it almost faced closure owing to
financial stringencies. It was mainly
due to the uatiring zeal and efforts
of late Sri Chaudhuri that the finan-
cial hurdles were overcome and the
college was placed on a firm footing.
There was another threat to its very.
existence from a responsible quarter
in 1975. This time also Sri Chau—
dhuri took up the cudgels for the
college and invited the attention
of the Prime Minister, Srimati Gan-

. dbi whose timely intervention saved

it from any possible harm. We are
therefore very much pained tothink
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of his untimely loss and gratefully
remember his signal services to the
college. As President of the Govern-
ing Body. of the college since its
inception in 1964 till his death on
16th November, 1975 -Sri Cka2udhuri
- guided the college on sound lines.
A Recent Set-back :

There was no Governing Body
after the death of Sri P. K. Chau-
dhuri and the college was managed
by the Principal under direct orders
- from the D.P.I., Assam till the time
of its reconstitution with cffect from
“August 3, 1977 with Srimati Narbada

Chaudhuri, wife of late Sri P.K. Chau-

* . dhuri and Chief Executive Councillor,

Gauhati Mahkuma Parishad. Srimati
‘Chaudhuri remained President till
-completion of her 2ad term in

" -May/82. Thereafter the G.B. was

~ reconstituted with -effect from Aug 2.
- 1982 with the 'S.D.C., Boko Circle
‘as the President and the Prircipal
as the Secretary.

The Governing Body of an aided
~~ college in the . State .is constituted
- in accordarce with the provisions of

the Assam; Aided Colleges Management

Rules, 1976. The powers and func-
tions of the President, the Secretary
and Principal and the Governing Body
are well-defined and they are expec-
ted to function under their own
jurisdiction. But the S.D.C., Sri
Maheswar Das had a queer notion
of the powers and functions of the
President of a College Governing
Body. Like a pucca bureaucrat he
treated the Principal as his subor-
dinate, wanted the Principal to be
at his beck and call, and used
derogatory language in his corre.-
pondences and denigrated the authority
of the Principal by directly irterfe-
ring in the day-to-day administration
of the college. He went to the
extent of receiving applications of
the employees for leave over the
head of the Principal, encovragio®
defiance of the authority of the
Principal by the employees, qué:”

tioning ' the movement of th°
Principal on official duty. He
violated the provisions of the

Assam Aided Colleges l\/iaﬂf.lg‘“ncnt
Rules, 1976 by refusing permissio®
to convene a meeting of the GP
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for more than nine months inspite
As a result
the college suffered immensely and
the developmental
to a standstill.
A Ray of Hope :
The attention of the D.P.I, Assam
was drawn repeatedly to this unha-

of repeated requests.

activities came

ppy state of affairs of the college
for the intransigence of Sri Maheswar
Das whose misuse of power and
authority defeated the very purpose
for which the G. B. was reconsti~
tuted. Jt was also brought to the
notice of the Goveinment his calcula-
ted attempt to lower the Principal
in the estimation of the public. It
may not be out of place to men-
tion that Sri Das even questioned
the authority of the D.P.L to direct
the Principal to convene a meeting
of the G B. to discuss some of the
pressing problems of the college
and threatened to sue against him.
At long last the D P.L, Assam was
convinced of the great harm done
to the college by the S.D.C. as
President of the G.B.and dissolved
it with effect from May/84 and

reconstituted it with Sri U.C. Das,
Minister, Fishery and Co-operatives
as the President and the Principal
as the Secretary for better manage-
ment of the college. Itis fervently
Loped that the G.B. under able
guidance of the new- President will
rise to the occasion and do its
best for the smooth management
and rapid growth of the college.
Uphil! task : | S
The new G.B. faces an uphill-
task of expansion of physical faci-
lities. There have been persistént
deminds for an auditorium, a Sepa-
rate lhibrary building, scparate boys’
and girls’ class
rooms, laboratories and a ‘museum
as well asa girls’ hostel. The G.B.
will have to address itself to meeting
these longstanding and genuine de-
mands. With the introduction of
the Three Year Dagree Course from
the current academic session.-expan-

common rooms,

sion of class room accommodation
has become-an immediate necessity.
In 1983 the college received a non-
recurring ‘building - grant of ' Rs.
50,000/- from  the state Government.
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With this grant the college autho-
rities took up extension of the
existing college building measuring
. 2660 sqft. But before the work could
start, the roofs of the main buil--
ding were completely blown out by
a cyclonic storm on the night of
11th April, 1983 causing a damage
of over Rs. 50,(_)00/-. The repair
work was taken up on warfooting
and completed in record time. The
. hon’ble D.P.I., Assam was Kkind
enough to pay a visit to the college
immediately after the calamity to
assess the damage personally and
promised adequate grant to com-
pensate the damage. But the promise
is yet to be fulfilled. The extension
work was taken up but it still
remains ihcomplete for want of
funds. . .

A Welcome News ;

The college has hitherto received
‘00 building grant from the U.G.C,
Even the basic grant has been denied
to this college: The State Govern-
ment has however sanctioned a non-
recurring grant of R, 1,0J,000/-
( Rupees one lakh ) this year. for

construction of a girls’ hostel. This
bhas been hailed by all sections of
the people and has caused jubilation
among the students, particularly the
girl studsnts. The hostel, when com-
pleted, will fulfil a long-felt need.
Here we place on record our sincere
thanks to the State Government
for this sympathetic consideration.

A Common Handicap :

The colleges under deficit grant
in-aid system in the state have been
suffering from a common handicap
of non-sanctioning of posts of Lec-
turers by the Government in time.
On public demand these colleges open
new subjects with prior permission
of the University and concurrence
of the Government
teachers

and appoint

on nominal consolidated |
Non-sanctioning of posts
of Lecturers maintained by the
colleges against the new subjects
not only puts a severe financial
strain on the colleges but also creatés
several problems for them. Notable
among them are non-availability of
duly qualified candidates at consoli”
dates salary, frequent dislocations of

salaries.
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routine management owing to sudden
resignation and growing dissatisfaction
in the stdﬂf for disparity in pay.
Our college is no exception to this
situation. Even a small college like
ours has been maintaining as many,
as seven teachers at
salaries out of its meagre resources.
Of these, only two posts have been
sanctioned to this college ia 1983
and 1984 and the appointment to
these two posts is still to be appro-
ved by the D.P.. Assam. This
state of affairs is not at all con-
ducive the general academic
atmosphere and the Government
should give active consideration to
remove the handicap by sanctioning
requisite posts of Lecturers to the

colleges in time.
Welcome to the New Members :

The undernoted teachers bave

joined our college during 1983 and
1984.

1. Srimati Binaya Devi, M. Sc,,
Department of Anthropology
(1983)

2. Kumari Manisha Bhattacharyya,
M, A. Dept of Political

Science. (1984 )

to

consolidated .

3. Srimati Rafika Hussain, M.A.,
Dept of Education ( 1984 )

4. Sri Gajendra Prasad Borah,
Dedt. of Education -( 1984 )

5. Sri Paramananda Majumdar,

. - Dept of Geography ( 1984)

6. Sri Bhadrakanta. Sarma,

~Dept of Geography (.1984)

I, on behalf -the staff, students .
and management of the college and.- .
on my p_ersonél behalf extend a
warm welcome to the new members
and hope that their joining the happy
family of Jawaharlal Nehru College
will earich the heritage of this dear
institution of ours. .
QObituary : .

The happy family of our cbllege
was overtaken by a tragedy on
March 1, 1984 when Sri Dinesh
Chandra Sarma, Head of the Depart-
ment of Political Science died sudd- =
enly. His death was a bolt from
the blue, for nobody could imagine
that the man who attended college .
as usual on 28th February would
be snatched by the icy hand of.
Death on 1st March. He .jipined E
this college as a Lecturer in Political
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Science on 1.8.66 and was later
appointed Head of the Departmz2nt
in the subject. A self made man,
Sri Sarma fought relentlessly against
penury and adverse circumstances
and provided -a solid support to his
famil. and other dependenis. - But
unfortunately happiness, in the ordi
nary sense of the word, eluded him all
along his life. This had had some
effect on his psyche and disturbed
him in the pursuit of his normal
avocation. There were occasions when
we had to deal with him sternly in
the interest of the institution. But
at the same time we were OVer-
whelmed to see his moral courage
when he offered apologies on realizing
his mistakes and lapses. In his
premature and unexpected death a
stormy life come to an end and
Jawaharlal Nehru College lost a
successful “teacher. May his soul
rest in peace ! Amen !
Extra-Curricular Activities :

It has been our endeavour to
pfOVide opportunities to our students
for extra-curricular activities for fuller

development of their talents and

personalities. The Students’ Union
under the guidance of the teachers
in- charge of various departments,
looks after the extra-curricular activi-
ties by organising competitions in
sports, games, music, drama, social
service etc. and by holding meetings
and seminars. Last year our college
participated in the Inter College
Football Tournament held at Dhekia-
juli LOCD College and moved up to
Semi Final. The N.S.S. unit of
the college organiscd a Special Camp
in Chamaria Satra which was ravaged
by the Bengali spsaking people of
the surrounding areas in the wake
of the 1983 General elections and
rendered ysomen’s service by buil-
ding as many as -forty four houses
to the riot-victims. At the invita-
tion of the students’ Upion in connec-
tion with the annual College Week
two distinguished educationists Df-
Probin Sarma, Principal Pandu Coll-
ege and Dr. Banikanta Sarma, Head
of the Dept of M.I.L., Gau.at
Utiversity, visited our college and
participated in the prize giving mee-
ting as Chief Guests.





