THE TWENTY SEVENTH YEAR OF
JAWAHABLAL NEHRU COLLEGE

1991 will be remembered as a
most disastrous year for our college.
. The ijnstitution built up bit by bit
during the last twenty seven years was
devasted and reduced to shambles
in half an hour. A devastating
cyclonic storm with heavy down-
pour of rain hail-stone, uaprece-
dented in living mémory, lashed an
area of about ten square kilometres
of Boko in South Kamrup on the
night of 3rd May at 7-30 P. M.
The fury of the cyclonic storm
lasted for just half an hour, turning
the entire area into a sheet of
ankle~deep hail-snow and knee-deep
water, snapping electricity conne-
Ctions, levelling scrores of dwelling
houses and institutional buildings
to the ground, and uprooting
thousands of fruit and forest trees.
Many people were rendered home-
less and had to be removed to

By Principal J, C. NATH

nearby educational institutions and
public buildings for safety and had
to be provided with relief

The college became the worst
victim of the cyclonic storm. Three

‘of its buildings were completely

destroyed and the other two were
partially damaged. The entire Library
building measuring 1176 sft and
the major portion of the Adminis-
trative Building measuring 1200 sft
were levelled to the ground.. The
roofs of the Science Building along
with the ceilings were blown off.
The new college building measuring
7448 sft and the newly constructed
Girl Hostel measuring 1632 sft
were - partially damaged. Library
books, Office records, laboratory

‘materials, scientific instruments, al-

mirahs, furniture and - equipménts
worth several lakh rupees :were
damaged. The impact of the cyclone
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was so great that the-roofs of the

buildings were blown off to nearby -

paddy fields, villages and forests.

Hundreds of campus threes ( in-
cluding the sal trees growa in the
100 bighas of thé spacious campus)
and electric and telegraph posts
were uprooted, blocking the N. H.
No. 37 in front of the college and
creating traffic jam for scores of
loaded trucks carrying timber and
coal from Meghalaya for several
hours. Three of the 4th grade
employees who were residing in the
campus miraculously escaped death
from a huge falling eucalyptus tree.
The total loss of the college asse-
ssed by Govt. P. W. D. stood- at
Rs, 13,00,000/-(Rupees thirteen lakh)
approximately.

The Principal was informed of
the havoc hualf an hour after the
storm. He along with two teachers
of the college Sri S. Nath and M.

Kban immediately rushed to the:

local Police station and contacted
the O.C, and 8. D. C. Sri A. K. Nath.
All these Offices and the two teachers
along with the principal proceeded to
the college ina bus at 9.u0 P. m.

and saw the heart-rending sceuoe.
Nothing could -be done in
the pitch-dark and drizzling night.
In the midst of the calamities, the
principal’s worry was the holding
of next mornings on going T
D. C. part—I Examination of
Guwahati University. He had to
pass a sleepless night, Next day,
early in the morning the teachers
and other employees of the college
who were available in station were
informed of the calamity and re-
quested to be present in the college
at 700 A. M. Nature’s fury and
the havoc don& dumb founded every
body. But there was no time to
stand and stare. The first task was
to .clear- the debries from at least
one hall, and arrange for holding

‘the morning’s examination without

interruption. The teachers couldnot
wait for -others, they took sweeping
b!:ushes and - whatever needed and
within stipulated time the exami-
nation started.

The nows of the damage to the
buildings and properties of the
college soon spread like wild fire
and streams of people men-women
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and children—from the neighbouring
areas started pouring in and conti-
nued to come in large number for
several days On 5.5-91 the college
Governing Body met in an emer-
gency session and took stock of
the unprecedented situation and
decided to take up measures on a
war footing. The teachers and other
employees of the college rose like
one man to meet the extraordinary
situation. ‘The first Dignitory to
visit the college on 6th of May
was the Vice-chancellor of Guwabhati
University, Dr. N. K. Choudhury.
Immediately on receipt of the mews
from the principal, the hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, along with Dr. B.C.
Lahkar, Principal, Guwahati Co-
mmerce College and Member of
the E. C. of G.U. rushed to the
College. Dr. Choudhury expressed
great satisfaction for holding the
on going T.D. C. Examinations
without disruption despite the cala-
mity that over took the college and
assured all help to tide over the
difficulties faced by it. Guwahati
Door Darshap, All Iudia Radio,
Guwahati and all the Major Dailies

of the State published from Guwa-
hati gave wide coverage flashing
the news of the cyclonic disaster
that befell the college.

On 9th May a deputation led
by the Principal and consisting of
Sri J. Sarma, Member, of the G.
B. and Sri S. C. Talukdar, Sri
M. C, Kakati, and Sri U, C. Kar—

all teachers of the college, meet
the Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup,
Sri M. N. Baruah, Chief Secretary
Sri H. N. Das, the D. P. 1., Dr. R.
C. Das and the Governor Sri
Loknath Misra. The members of
the deputation were overwhelmed
when they were 1eccived with
sympathy and kindness by His Ex-
cellency, the Governor of Assam,
the Chief Secretary and the D. C.
and assured all help that they could
give to the college.

But the members of the Dele-
gation ~were shocked at the un-
syinpathetic attitude of the D. P. L.,
pr, R.C. Das and his rude be-
haviour towards them. The hon’ble
D. P. 1. at first refused to meet the
Depulationists saying he was not
prepared to meet them without
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previous appointment. When how-
~ ever he met them, he flatly told
them that he did not have time
to visit the college nor ‘could he
allow any officer under him to visit
it and expressed inability to help
the college in any way. His be-
haviour and bureaucratic attitude
not. only disgusted the Members
of. the Delegation but also added
insult to injury. The_ whole thing
was reported to the Governor at

Raj Bhavan who was very unhappy
and promised to pul) up the D.P.L

for his unseemly behaviour.

- The:Revenue Commissioner Sri
Gongopadhaya along with the A. D,
C. Sri Kalita and other officers visj-
ted the college on 10 th May for
an on-the-spot-study of the situation,
Other top Govwt.. and . Non-Gowt.
+ officials who visited the college in-

cloded Sri M. N. Batuah, D, ¢,
Kamrup, Sri R..N, Baruah, Execu:
tive Engineer, Gauhati West Division
and his staff, Dr, Aryp Bhuyan,
Inspector : of . colleges

oot » Assam, the
Statistical and . Information . Officer

R

of G. U. Sri Das, and the Deputy
Treasurer. G. U. Sri B. Patowary.
Other prominent persons who visited
the college and gave consolation
were Prof Ashraf Ali, Former D.
P. I, Assam,. Sri Nibaran Bora, vete-
ran leader, Sri. Hiranya Kumar Bha-
ttacharyya, former I. P. S., Dr Pabitra

Kumar Choudhuri, former member

Assam Public Service . Commision,
Srimati Narbada Choudhuri, Ex-Pre-
sident of the G. B. of our college.

- Their visit to the college at the time

of calamity was a source of solace
to the authority, staff and students.

The hon’ble Governor of Assam,
Sri' Lok nath Misra sanctioned Rs—
20,000/~ from the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund agnd exerted this good
offices in convincing the Govt. of
Assam for release of another Rs—
1,00,000/- ( Rupees one lakh ) by the
Education Department, The Deputy
Commissioner, Kamrup sanciioned
Rs—5000/ and (he Director, I.T-
D. P., Guwahaj sanctioned Rs.—

20000/- to the ‘college for taking
UP the repair work,
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With the grants rcceived from
the sources indicated above, the co-
llege authorities took up the repair
and reconstruction work of the buil-
ding of the collcge. By November
1991, the reconstruction of the Ad-
ministrative Building atd the Science
Building, and the repair of the New
College Building and the Girls’ Hostel
were complete. In sddition an Assam
type building measuring 16~ x 40" sft.
meant for Boys’ Common Room cum
Union Office was constructed at a
cost of Rs. 80,000/- approximately,
The porch of the Science Building
Weasuring 20" x 20" sft. was renovated
and converted into Biology Labora-
tory. The Girle Hostel has been
temporarily used as the Library as the
Library Building was completly da-
Maged.

Meanwhile plans and estimates for
2 Library Building and extension of
the pew college building for class
Toom accommodation have been
drawn up and submitted to the U.
G. C. for financial assistance during
the Righth Plan period- Until receipt
of finapcial assistance from either
the Uy G C. or the State Govt.

construction of these buildings can-
not be taken up for lack of finan-
cial resources of the college.

Two more sad incidents cast a pall
of gloom on the college community.
On the morning of August 28, Sri
Jagat Chandra Nath, a student of
the 1st year H. S. Arts class, while
coming to college by scooter was
runover by a speeding bus just in
front of the college gate and ins-
tantaneously killed. The students
immediately reacted sharply and stop-
ped alll vehicular traffic for a couple
of hours. The reckless driving and
constant blowing of horns have been
jrritating the students for quite some
time and they have- been moviag -
the concerned authorities to control
speed Of moter vehicles and prevent
blowing of horns in the college area
on the N. H. No. 37. After the
tragic death of the unfortunate stu-
dent, the P.W.D. authorities have
however put up signpost in the area
cautioning slow speed and prohibi-
ting blowing of horns during college
hours, . - o

The other unfortuoate incident
relates -to the army action -called.
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‘Operation Rhino’ Sri Hemanta Ku-
mar Rabha aged 22 Yrs, a student
of the Ist year B. A. class of the
college was picked up by the army
from his home at Ambuk Majpara,
5 K. M. south of Dhupdhara at
7-30 P.M. on 8 Dec’91 and was
taken to the Army Camp at. Rang-
juli in the Goalpara District and
was brutally tortured and Killed.
The dead body wds handed over
to the family on 10 Dec. {at 1-30
P. M. The killing of this promis-
ing -boy who was an’ artist made
everybody sad. On 12 December,
the Principal -along with some tea-
chers of the college and the Gene-
ral Secy.” of the students union
visited the house of Late~Hemanta
Rabha and conmsoled his father Sri
Kshirod Rabha, a Rtd. L. P. School
teacher, his two sisters. and his elder
brother. There were bandhs and pro-
test meetings throughout . South
Kamrup and South Goalpara con-
demning army atrocity and the bru-
tal killing, We pray for the peace of
the departed souls of Sri Jagat Chan.
dra Nath and Sri Hemanta Rabha.

- The -Silver lining of the - dark

LY

days of 1991 was the second visit
of Dr. N. K. Choudhury, Vice~Chan-
cellor, Guwahati University to the
college on' the occasion of the Fresh
Men’s Social held on 8 October’ 91.
Addressing the Staff, studeats and
members of the public on the occa-
sion Dr. Choudhury expressed bis
happiness at the reconstruction of
college buildings damaged by the cy-
clonic storm on 3 May last and
congratulated the college authorities
for timely resuming. the academic
He referred.- to his first visit om
6-5-91 when H8 was: horrified at the
extent of damage done to the college
by the cyclonic storm and was ra-
ther sorry to ‘see- that the institu-
tion built up during 27 years was
destroyed overnight. He exhorted

-all those connected with the college

not to lose heart but to rededicate
to the building of it a new so that
it can continue to serve the cause
of higher education for the uplift
of the tribal and backward peoplé
of the area. Dr. Choudhury told
the audience that the affiliated co-
lleges were parts and.parcels. of the
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University and on their progress and
development rested the good name
of the University itself. While remin-
ding the teachers of their duties and
responsibilities Dr. Choudhury said
that they were the torch bearers
of society and they should keep
themselves abreast with the expan-
ding frontiers of knowledge in their
respective fields so as to guide the
students in their studies. The students
were very much inspired when the
hon’ble Vice-Chancellor said that stu-
dents from rural areas were by no
means inferior in natural intelligence
and merijt to their ‘counterparts in
urban areas aad could show equally
good results in examinations provided
they were given the opportunities.
He exhorted the students to read
hard to cope with the growing know-
ledge and shun the Iadian T. V.
Cultyre for their own good. Earlier
on the day, the Principal of the co-
llege unfurled the college flag and
inaugurated the Wall Magazine. Un-
furling the college flag the Princi-
pal briefly recounted the history of
the college and exhorted ‘the stu-
dents to imbibe the ideas and ideals

of national unity and integrity rcli-
gious tolerance, democratic socialism
and scientific outlook cherished by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru after whom
the college is named. While inaug-
urating the Wall Mégazine he emph-
asized the need of developing the
lateat talents of the students along
with receiving instruction in the pre-
scribed courses of studies.

The get-together of the old and
new students was held at 10 A-M.
under a tastefully decorated pandal
erected for the purpose. More than
a thousand students joined the func-
tion where they exchanged their
views freely and a large number of
them sang and danced in an atmos-
phere of joy and merzy-making, The
occasion was enlivened by the enthu-
siastic participation of the Members
of the Teaching Staff.

The college authorities proposed
to Open Science Faculty in Degree
Course from the 1991-92 academic
session. Accordingly - arrangementé
were made for appointniept of nece-
ssary teachers in various Departments.
But the proposal had to be shezlved
for want of adequate puember of |
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_ applicaats for admission to the First

Year T: D. C. Class.

Guwahati University accorded
permission to open Major Course
in Political Science and Education

from 1990-91. -Sri Praneswar Nath
and Miss Kshiroda Mali jnined the

college in March 1991 as Lecturers
in Political Science and Education
respectively. The other new Members
who joined the college during 1991~
92 as teachers are Sri Pranabd Sarma,
Department of Physics, Sri Dhiraj
Das. Department of Mathematics
and Srimati Purabi Rabha, Depart.
ment of Botany. We extend
hearty welcome to them.

It has been our consistent endea-
vour to achieve academic excellence
through hard work, devotion to daty,
discipline and adherence to principles.
With that end- in view, the guide-
lines received from the U. G. C,
the Unpiversity and the State Gover-
ment from time to time have been
faithfully enforced. Teachers have
been instructed to conduct themse)-

ves in accordance with the ideals of
the profession. For. imstance, o en-
sure regular attendance angd punc.
tuality, they have been instructed to

our

record their arrival and departure
in the teachers’ attendance register.
They. are also instructed to follow
the latest U. G. C. guidelines regar-
ding work-load and professional
ethics. Vigilance is maintained regar-
ding teaching and attendauce in
Library for study and research pur-
poses. Regarding maintenace of disci-
pline among _studenté,_ ragging has
been completely . prohibited, atten-
dauce in lectures have been made
compulsory, and rules regarding award
of scholarships, stipends and other

financial benefits have been stricitly
followed. At the same time, the

authorities hav® also left no stone

unturned to provide the basic mini-
mum facilities to the teachers, em-

pl?yees and students of the college
w_lth the limited resources at their
disposal. As a result, a harmonious
relationship hag developed between
the authorities and the staff and
Students which has helped the co-
tinued peace and progress in the

ingtitution.' It is fervently hoped that
this atmosphere of harmony, peace
and understanding among all connec-

ted with.the institution will prevail
unmterruptedly for its all-round
velopment, 4
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DEVALUATION —ITS IMPACT ON ECONOMY

Devaluation of Indian currency
in the month of July, 1991 invoked
Countrywide repercussion resulting
in sensitive debate in differcnt lobb-
ies, both political and non-politi-
cal. Earlier in the year 1966. Indian

{~ Currency was devalued for the first

time during the regiine of the Con-
8ress Govt. headed by late Indira
Gandhi at the background of the two
Successive droughts. The explosive
growth of population reached such
a dimension that the increased rate
of growth of production during the
Plan periods could mot support the
ever-increasing population. The na-
tural calamities like flood and dro-
ughts which were rather a recurring
feature added fuel to the ever-increa

sing economic crisis. " Taking toge-

ther all these problems, Iandia had
o option other than to import the

S. C. Talukdar,
Head of the Department
of Economics

must items of consumption result-
antly in the increasiag demand for
foreign exchange. This naturally led
to the foreign exchange crisis.

But the background of the current
devatuation was different from that
of the eerlier devaluation.
mists attributed the current devalua-
tion to the mismanagement of fiscal
policy, over-consumption and corrup-
tion in the Central and State enter-
prisess  According to Dr. R. N.
Malhotra, Governor of RBI, the
country had :been living beyond its
means and devaluation is the price

Econo-

“it has to pay for low productivity

and high inflation. With the assump-
tion of powers, -the Fipance Minister
of India Dr. Monmohan Singh, an:
eminent economist, having found 5o
alternative ~to revive the ailing eco-
nomy, adhered to a drastic ‘measure

-
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like devaluation of Indian cucrrency
for the second time in the month
of July, 1991. .

Devaluation, simoply, means slash-
ing down the exchange rate of a
currency in terms of other curren-
cies. In other words, the exchange

Foreign currency

" Indian currency
prior devaluation

value of a currency is brought down
in terms of other, copdtrj!s currency.

‘The newly established exchange-
rate of Indian currency after deva-
luation in terms of four hard currens
cies is as follows.

' Indian currency
after devaluatipn

| Pound ( Enjland ) Rs. 34.36

e

‘ "Rs- 4159
Dollar ( USA) Rs. 21.09 Rs. 2595 '
Deutsche Mark (German) Rs. 11.72 Rs.. 14.15
Yen (Japan) . Rs 15.22 Rs. 18.62

——, g

This shows that the external value
of rupee has been brought down
by an average of 18%.

In order to understand the cause
and effect of current devaluation,
one must appreciate the dynamism
of International trade, A country
acquires foreign currencies through
export of goods and buys the other
items of goods from foreiga coua.
tries. In a system, where exchange
rates are free to fluctuate, the rate
of exchange largely depends on the

supply of a Currency in relation t0
the demand for it in the foreign
exchange market. The demand for
& country’s currency depends on the
volume of exports and the supply
of its currency depeuds on the volume
of imports. When the supply of

“the country’s currency exceeds it#

demand, the cusrency will get deva-
lued |

1'\‘OW, the question arises—is deve:
luation at g1 Decessary to over comé
the present crisis of economy ? It
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is at this juacture, different circles
advanced their arguments for and
against the devaluation. This natu-
rally leads to the wide-range debate
in general and more particularly in
the political circle. It, therefore,
needs careful analysis of the current
state of economy. During the last
decades, India’s export performance
was on the decline owing to the
inflation and reasultant iucrease in
the cost of production. The poli-
tical instability causing frequent over-
throw of the democratically establi-
shed Govt. in the recent past is also
to a great extent responsible  for
galloping inflation in the country.
Secondly, the rupee had already bsen
over-valued in the foreign exchange
market and the monetary authority
found it difficult to maintain the
external value of the rupee. Thirdly,
an over-valued rupee resulted in a
flight of capital from the country
in the recent past. The investors
apprehending erosion of their invest-
ents, ‘moved out their investments
to forcign countries. Fourthly, there
was drainage of foreign exchange
reserves of the country and it had

become increasingly impossible on
the part of the RBI to maintain
the external value of the rupee.
Before devaluation, people preferred
to buy foreign exchange from the
RBI but they delayed to remit it
and instead tempted to sell it in
the illegal foreign exchange market.
Fifthly, non-resident
exporters
funds.
prior

Indians and
delayed transfer of their
This malpractices prevailed
devaluation. These are the
immediate responsible factors which
hastened the Govt. to devalue rupes.
Political ciacle however hinted that
the rupee devaluation was done under
the durcess from abroad and speci-
ally from the IMF. Since 1986, the
Govt. resorted to overspending resul-
tant to overwhelming budget deficit
during the seventh plan period.which
stood at Rs. 35,700 crores against
the original estimate of Rs. 1400
crores No doubt, this was detrimen-
tal to the economic growth. Apart
from this, the annual plan for 1990-

9] has ended up with a. budget

deficit, of Rs. 13,500 crores. Under
the circumstances of recurring budget
deficit, the Govt. had no option but
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to borrow from financial iastitutions
like the World Bankand IMF. The
Organisation of Economic €o-ope-
' ration and Development in its ‘fecent
study has revealed that India’s aggre-
gate external debts have reached a
high' ‘magnitude of Rs. 1,25,000 crores
in January 1990. Under such situa-
tion. the only way is ‘to obtain fresh
loan to Tepay the old debts.

But there are  conditionality
clauses - of IMF to  obtain fresh

loan. The number one being the

¥ devaluation of rupee, the other

is liberal trade policy. Whether
devaluation is good or’ bad, the need
to devalue rupee under ‘the afore-
said circumstances, is beyond dispute.

The immediate effect of devalua-
tion is that it makes exports chea-
per and imports costlier.
items of Indian goods abroad be-
comes cheaper in terms of foreign
currencies. This will lead to increased
demand for Indian goods resultant
to export promotion which by its
turn acquire foreiga exchange. On
the other hand, imported goods will
be dearer in India for the purchas-
'ing power of rupee will go down
in terms of foreign currency. This

‘felation to demand for it.

The export

will check the supply of rupes in
" Another
important point to be reckoned is
that dévaluation will restore confi-
dence on non-res:dent Indians who
were plannmg to vxrtually w1thdraw
all theu' forengn currency deposxts '
esttmated at over 20, 000 crores.
Devaluation is ‘not enough to
compete in the global market I_t
serves the limited purpose of ascer- )
taining the effect of devaluation on
imports. The response of exports
to devaluation depends on the pur-
chasing power of rupee agajnst the
currencies of itscompeting exporters.
Fhe Govt. will have to bring about
the structural reforms so as to ema-
ble devaluation to serve the purpose
for which it was done with. Inthe
mean time, the Govt. has announced
major reforms in foreign trade. The
reforms seek to suspend cash com-
pensatory support scheme for all
imports with effect from July, 1991
and thereby to discourage non-essen-

_ tial imports. According to the ,new

policy, all supplementary licences
shall stand abolished except in casé
of small scale sector and for pro-
ducers of life-saving drugs. a



Sociology and its Importnace in
Modern Times

Sociology is the youngest of the
social sciences. The word ‘sociology’
is derived from the Latin word ‘soci-
etus’ meaning ‘society’ and the Greek
word ‘Logos’ meaning ‘study of
science’. The etymological - meaning
of ‘Sociology’ is this the ‘Science
of Society’. Prof Ginsberg according-
ly defines it as “the study of society
that is, of the web or tissue of hu-
man inter-actions and inter-relations.”
In other words, sociology is the
study of man’s behaviour in groups
or of the interaction among human
beings and also of social | relation-
ships and the processes by which
buman group-activity takes place.

Sociology as science "and parti-
cularly as a separate field of stucy
is of recent origin. To be more
eXaét, it “was in_ 1839 that Auguste
Comte, the French philosopher and

Sri Praneswar Nath
Lecturer in Political Science

sociologist had coined the term
‘Sociology’ and dsfined the scope
of this social science and methods
which it should employ. Augnste
Comte is for this reason. traditionally
considered, to be the ‘father of sncio-
logy’. The teaching of sociology as
a separate discipline started in 1876
in the United States, in 1889 in
Fraunce, in 1907 in Great Britain,
after the World War 1 in Poland and
India, in 1925 ip Egypt and Maxico,
and in 1947 in Sweden.

It is quite natural to ask about
the value of sociology, the purpose
that it serves and the gain that is
derived by studying it. There are
some critics like Pareto, who assert
that sociology is hardly of any value
because it does mnot deal with rea~
lities of life énd it is concerned.-only
with the ideas which, devoid -of .
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scientific discoveries, are of very

little importance in social life.- But
it is not a cotrect view about the

value of sociology. The study- of the

- -important cancepts of sociology will

convince us that this science is of
jmmense value.

Sociology makes a scientific study
of society. Prior to the emergence
of sociology, the study 'of society was
carried on in an unscientific manner
and society had never been the cen-
tral concern of any science. It is
through the study of sociolgy that
the truly scieatific study of society
has been possible. The ~ scientific
knoweledge about society is pre-requ-
isite to any marked improvement
in the state of human affairs,

Sociology studies the role of the
institutions in the development of
the individual. The home and fami-
ly, the school- and education, the
church and religion, the state and
government, industry and. work, the
community and association—thege
are the great institutions through
which society functions,

‘The study of sotiology is indis.
pensable for understanding and pla-

nning of society. Society isa com-
plex phenomenon with s multitude

- of intricacies. Itis rightly said that

‘we can. not understand and mend
society without any knowledge of
its mechanism and coustruction just
as no man, in his senses, would
dream of trying to mend a motor
car without knowing anything about

‘its machinery and the way the di-
. fferent parts fit in with one another.

The preseat world is suffering
from many problems which can be
solved only through the scientific

stady of society. It is the task of

sociology to stt?dy the social prob-
lems through the methods of the
scientific research and also find out
the solution for them,

. Sociology has drawn our atten-
tion to the intrinsic worth and dig-
nity of man. The racial or social
differences which once separated man
from man are now, with the study
of sociology, losing their significance
and we are gradually moving to the
ideal of commop brotherhood of
man. Again it is through (he study of
sociology that oyr whole outlook on
Vaious aspects of crime hyg changed.
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The sciences of criminology, social
work and social therapy render
commendable service in understan-
ding social situations and solving
individual problems.

Sociology has made great contri-
bution to the field of enrichment
of human culture. It has removed
0 many cobwebs from our minds,
and social phenomenon is now uD-
derstood in the light of scientific
knowledge and enquiry. According
to Lowie, “most of us harbour the
comfortable delusion that our way
of doing things is the only sensible,
if not the only possible one.”

In view of its importance socio-
- logy is becoming popular asa tea-
ching subject also. It is being accor-
ded an important place in the curri-
cula of Colleges and Universities.
By diffusing knowledge about society
Socialised thinking will emerge, socias
lised behavior will develop, social
planning will be furthered and 2
new social order will be evolved-

The importance of sociology is
further proved by the fact that the
subject of sociology is also included
in the subjects to be offered by

<
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candidates competing for the higber
examinations such as I. A. S., I. F. S.
examinations and the like. It is
rightly felt that without the study
of sociology - the training and
knowledge of a candidate aspiring
to hold a high post in the adminis-
trative set-up of his country will be
incomplete and imperfect. Prof, Gidd-
ings says that just as ‘Ecoaomics
tells us how to get things we want
to have, sociology tells us how to
become what we want to be.” Clearly
sociology has both social and in-
dividual advaatages. The question
of the importance of sociology is
today not a question of whether
or not we should have it but a
question of how the knowledge
aquired by it can be used.

In India, the importauce of the
study of sociology is- still greater.

The Indian society is undergoiang a
rapid transformation uader the im-

pact of the west. The movies have
vastly affected the mode of , thinking
and living. Besides, linguism, regi-
onalism and casteism are raising
their ugly heads. Increasing urba-
pisation has brought in its wake the
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problems such as homicide, epide-
mics, crime. juvenile delinquency,
group conflicts ect. The people are
adopting more and more agitational
methods. There are a major con-
fusion in the system of education
and also a crisis of
everywhere,

character

The first step towards a solution 5
of the various problems besetting
the Indian society is to understand ;(
the social background of these prob-
lems. Sociology will assist in un- |
derstanding this background. A

»
[ .

Reference:— Introduction to General Sociology by B. B. Shasadeva

S




II.

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

NEW DELHI

REPORT OF THE TASK FORCE ON CODE OF PROFESSIONAL
ETHICS FOR UNIVERSITY & COLLEGE TEACHERS

PREAMBLE
GOAL OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN OUR COUNTRY :

‘The basic purpose of education is to create skill and knowledge and aware-

ness of our glorious national heritage and the achievements of human
civilisation, possessing a basic scientific outlook and commitmeat to the
ideals of patriotiém', democracy, secularism, socialism and peace, and
the principles enunciated in the Preamble to our constitutioo,

Higher education has to produce leaders of society and economy in
all areas of manifold activities with a commitment to the aforesaid ideals.
Higher education should strive for academic excellence, and progress
of arts and science. Education, research and extension should be con-
ducted in conformity with our national needs and priorities and ensure
that our best talents make befitting contributions to international en-

deavour on societal needs.

TEACHERS AND THEIR RIGHTS:

Teachers should enjoy full civic and political rights of our democratic

country. Teachers have a right to adequate emoluments, socjal position,
just conditions of seryice, professional independence and adequate

social insurance.
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THE CODE OF PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

I

TEACHERS AND THEIR' RESPONSIBILITIES :

Whoever adopts teaching as a profession assumes the obligation to
conduct himself in accordance with the ideals of the profession. A

teacher is constantly under the scrutiny of his students and the society
at large. Therefore, every teacher should see that there is no incom-
patibility between his precepts and practice. The natiopal ideals of
education which bave already been %et forth and which he/she should
seek to inculcate among students must be his/her own ideals. The
profession further requires that the teachers should be calm, patient
and communicative by temperament and amiable in disposition.

%, TEACHERS SHOULD :

()  adhere to a responsible pattern of conduct and demeanour €

pected of them by the community : @

(i)

manage their private affairs in a manner consistent with the dignity
of the profession s

(iii) seek to make professional growth continuous through study and
research :

(iv)  express free and frank opinion by participation at professional

meetings, seminars, conferences etc.

towards the contribution of
. knowledge :

(v)  maintain active membership of professional

strive to improve education and profession
(vi) perform their duties in the form of teaching
2]

seminar work conscientiously and with dedication :

co-operate and assist in carrying out functions relating to the
educational responsibilities of the college and the university such

organisations and
through them |
tutorial, practical and

(vii)





