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LAND AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION IN KAMRUP
(FROM ANCIENT TIME TO AHOM RULE) -

Dr. Ramakanta Baruah
- Principal

Land is a means of production where Man

learns how to use land for producing crops on it
for his liveli-hood. In primitive society as the total
number of population was very limited tpem was
no problem for claiming exclusive natural right over
it. Restriction on natural right on land come from
another direction in most societies. The chief who
ruled over a group of people or clan or f:lass
particularly if they were conqu.ared group , claimed
that he was the over all proprietor of a}l the lands
within his territorial jurisdiction. The king or chief
demanded contribution from occupants as
demanded by the ancient kings of kamn_lga. .
Information on land reyrenue administration
in the pre - Ahom days in ancient Kmp (A§sam)
the absence of the written history

is not very clear in 1 histor
f that time. But we can guess from the writings in
y . bed in connection with

different copper - plates :jnsc?n o

d grants made 1 ,
't'tll;\i:li:IAI%" dynasty during the 6th to 11th
centuries A.D. The king was the absolute owner

of all land under his jurisdiction. The dependent

. . tion over
) :oying the right of occupation 01
subjects were enjoying ler for recognization

d to depend on v
gﬁli?: gxgll:? The occupant of Jand had to pay some

ortion of its products in kind or cash or it? s?mg
? s of personal services as revenue for his lan
tgnkrilng gnly the lands which were granted for

free.
igi ther purposes were Fevex.lue.
mllgl();llz-agxi'?hng,z chinese Buddish pilgrim who

toured Kamrupa in the reign of "Kumar Bhaskar

"PALA" and-

Barman", whose capital was Pragjyotishpur in
south Kamrup (Guwahati) in the 7th century A.D.,
wrote that the people of the land Kamrupa were
happy. They paid a portion of their produce of land
to the king as land revenue. Revenue collection
was the one of the main functions of a king. He
always wants to strengthen his treasury by
imposing Kara (Tax)
The ancient revenue system :

The traditioml tax or lavy (charge) in ancient
Indian was one sixth of the produce of Land. But
the quantum of Lavy on land varied on different
varieties of crops and in different occupations.
The Kings of Kamrupa and the kings of
Northern India(Maghada) were on freindly
terms.The kings of Kamrupa adopted the traditional
Indian principle, that lands belongs to the crown
or king.The copper plates of vanamaladey
"(Tezpur grant)" Nidhanpur copper plates(7th A.D.)
Dhubi copper plates etc. confirm this. The major
portion of the cultivable land was held by the
cultivators to produce crops. The right to
occupation was confirmed by the kings, which was

“hereditary, subject to the payment of "Kara" (Tax)

to the king either directly .or through the kings
representative ("Dattakarapurna”, which means tax
collector). so long as the cultivators paid their
dues(Kara) the right of occupation on the land
remained with them they. were liable for eviction
of non-payment of taxes.

The land grant showed that when the king

______Me Jawahar-Jyoti/2000-01/1 14 st




donated land to his subject on various occasions,
he granted not the ownership of land but privileges.

such as the right to receive dues and maintenance -
from the cultivators. The land grants also show that -

in ancient "Kamrupa" the kings possessed the sole
authority on land, forest rivers, mountains, water
minerals etc.within his jurisdiction.
Land Revenue Management :
There was an original land revenue system

in the ancient Kamrupa. Land survey was done by
well trained revenue officers.

‘Revenue Officer:

The revenue collector known as
"Duttakarapurna” collected toll tax on the bank of
river. In some books they were known as kaibatra
in later times. There was another two types of
revenue collecting officers, viz, "Uparikararanas"
and "Utkhetanas" besides some other minor
revenue officers.

Land revenue and land records :

The whole kingdom was divided into several
divisions and each division was sub-devided into
villages(grama). The survey officer was known as
"sima Pradata". :

Classification of land :

* For smooth administration of land revenue
classification of land was made according to fertility
of land and to determine revenue that would accrue
from a particular plot of land. For the purpose, all
the land were classified as "Ksetra"(arable),
“Killa"(waste land), "vastu"(home-stead land),
"Jalasaya"(Marshy land) etc.

Land Tenure : .

In pragjyotishpur of ancient times, we find
two types of land, under the king, viz-(1) Revenue
free land and (2) Revenue paying land. The land
which were granted on different occasions, to
different institutions and different persons were
revenue free. On the otherhand land settled with
the cultivators were revenue earning. The King
granted the rights of occupation on land to the

X Econom

cultivator in return of revenue.
The revenue free lands were classified as
(1) "Debottor" land grnted to "Devalayas" or
temples for their maintenance. (i) "Dharmottor"
lands Wwere granted to different religious institutions
for reh_gious purpose, while (iii) Brohmottor lands
were given to the "Brahmins" for their maintenance;
who rendered their services for the management
of Devalayas and temples.
The common lands were also revenue free-
the forest, hills, unocupied lands (Reserves), Beels
(small lakes), rivers etc. which were commonly

?Seg by all the people were known as to common
and.

- Demarcations of boundaries :

The boundaries of each plot of land W3S
d‘emarkf:ted and recorded. But in ancient Kamrup?
eight sides(astasima) of plot of land were
demarketed and recorded.? :

Land records:

The il'II;lllle land records were termed as "Karanf}s"'

Known aaf|8'e (zf th.e registror of documents was

writ S "Karanika". The kayastha were th
CIS or scribers. All the records were kept 2"

preserved in the re . ed S
"A dhikarana", cord office term

Land revenue administration:
under KOCCh‘King/Mugal rule:

In lovyer Assam the Mugals introduced the
araorga_n_lsed land revenue system know? as
Official heaq oM "Koch Hajo" was '&
administ °ad quarter of Mugals and ¥*
offi f e'll‘ed.frorn "Rangpur through 2 foyal

cer”, Selkh Ibrahim" "Karani" a Mug?ﬂ

well

. Tevenue expert introduced the "Paragana pand!

Sys :
YStem which was Prevailed at that time in ben8
under the system t i

) ) he whole kingdom was divi®®
::r:)tzti?me Paragana”or "Peragagmah". A paragd®®
arn ined about ope hundred villages. Ea¢
o gdana Was given under the management of &
udhury an officer of Badsah(King of Mugd)

Mﬁwmaﬁfyﬁmuns e ———— /




The paragana was subdivided into "Tanganias".
Each Tangania was again divided into "Mauza".*
There were Talukdars, Amins, Kanangoes who
were helped by the patawaries. The patawaries
were "surveyor" who measured lands ocupied by
the villagers and calculated the revenue payable
on them.’ The Mugals replaced the "chakola" Bandi
system introduced by the Koch king in K.?mrup.
Under Chakola Bandi system the Koch king for
the land revenue adminiatration organised the
Kingdom village wise. The king was the absolute
owner of the land. He granted right on land to the
cultivators for revenue and was collected village
wise through the officer of the king. The Koch .king
made extensive land grants on different occasions.
After rebuilt of "Kamakhya temple"_the king
"Naranarayan" made land grant for maintenance
of the temple and the Brahmins attached to the
temple in the south Kamrup. These lands are
known as "Nisf-Kheraji" land. . .
Land revenue administration

in Kamrup during Ahom rule :
In the Ahom rule Assam was broadly
i i Assam and
ided into two parts, ViZ, upper /
ii::: Assam. Lower Assam comprised of the
territories of Bhuyans, Desh.Kan.lrup, Desh
Desh Rani, Beltola, Dimoria and other

Darrang, petty states were there

all
tty states. Some Sm I s Wer ;
llzzozvn as "Dwars" viz, Bardwar" or "Boga”,

“Luki" etc. Goalpara was not within the boundary
of lower Assam. It was the Western

i f Assam. The Ahom
boundary(Manah River) 0 :
al?::xeggwer Assam from the Moghal patsha in

Aurangazeb of Delhi at the battle of Saraighat.
Land revenue administration

in Kamrup during A_hom r'utlr?)d.
The Ahomkings found it dlfﬁf:ult to mA :I;e
the "Pike system" that was in fo;ce in upgero] lscs i,;
The Ahom changed their original l:cr:i t ;E, sys)t:e in
the newly occupied Jand and recogm_ dthesysten
that was already in VOgue- They terme

as "Jaigirdari System". The revenue earnings under
the system was called the "Jaigirdari Dhana" i.e.
income from "Jaigir". . _

The Ahom king appointed a
Barphukan(general-cum-governor) to rule the land
on his behalf. The Barphukan was the sole authority
of the land and administered the province with the
help of choudhuries and petty chiefs. The
choudhuries with help of their subordinate officers
collected revenue from the tenants and deposited
the same to the royal treasury of the king with
"Barphukan” Commision was given to the
choudhuries from the collected money.The
Barphukan deposited two fifth of the collected

money as "Jaigirdari Dhana" to the king,

Rates of revenue:
~ The cultivators in lower Assam(Kamrup
Kingdom) had to pay land tax at the rate which
remained unchanged from the time of Ahom king
"Sivasingha" to British rule. The revenue rates of
land were as follows, _ o
Table-] =
Land revenue in Lower Assam
(During the Ahom Period)
Class of Land Per "Purah” Amount of

: revenue .
1. Bari and Basti- No revenue
2. Rupit land- 3 (Three) Annas
3. Boatoli(Low Land)- 2 (Two) Annas
4. Firingati(High '
waste land)- 1 ¥2 (one and half
Annas)

(Rs1=16 Annas=64 paisas)
Source :- File No.45, Assam Secretariat
Record Room Dispur)

Debbottor, Dharmatter and Brahmmottor
lands were revenue free . In times of emergency
the Ahom kings imposed some light Leavy on
Brahmaotter lands. the Brahmins paid it directly to
the king.The leavy was termed as "Khariks tana"
i.e. "Light Tax". These lands were termed as Nisf-
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