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MY APTIUDES FOR THE SUBJECT ECONOMICS

 had very little idea about the subject ‘Economics’
during my school days. Lateronmy curiosity grew more
to know about the subject. My higher secondary stage
of education. where 1 choose Economics as one of my
subjects. provided me the opportunity to know about
the subject in details. So, | made up my mind to continue
with Economics as a major subject in graduation.

Forany student interesetd in Economics, the subj:ect
provides an excellent opportunity to developan a-,naly‘ucal
mind with scientific temper. The subject studies every
individual as an economic being. The economic choices
and decisions of individuals, the working of the. market,
demand and supply, produciton, saving, expenditure ?nd
investment etc. are the preliminary and important Pomts
of study that rouses keen interest of students in the

subject.

Most of us think that Economics deals with money
alone. But that is not the whole truth. Money is however
an integral part of the study of the subject. Apart from
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that the subject makes an extensive study on resourc

and their proper utilisation, the economic 'developl?ent
in terms of standard of living. human Yveltal:e,
infrastructure progress, management.of hn'fmmal
institutions, trade (both inter-regional and international),
elc.

This is why I was mot _
Economies and found the wide applicationo
in the real world.
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*Welfare Economics’, which stu o
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the economic point of view. S0, welfare eco
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Bidyut Jyoti Mahanta
B.A. 5th Semestar
Economics (Major)

importance in our day to day lives. Similarly, every branch
of the subject has importance in our lives particularly in
relation to our economic decisions and choices. The
mathematical analysis of the subject brings more clarity
to the subject. The interrelation of the economic variable,
the different theories and views advanced by the
economists makes one all the more interested in the
subject.

In the present-day of globalisation, career
opportunities in every subject is a matter of the serious
concern. From that viewpoint, the scope of subject
Economics is immense. After completing post-graduate
in the subject, a student can go for professorship. The
multinational companies (MNC) also offer handsome and
prospective jobs. Nationalised banks too open their
doors for Economics graduates and post graduates.
There are jobs in the statistical departments too. Bright
students in Economics never miss any chance to get
themselves absorbed in any job of their choice.

While concluding my personal aptitude and
appreciation for the subject Economics within a small
space, | wish to say that in a globalised world of vast
changing economic spectrum, this subject bears great
importance. Thorough knowledge on the subjeat helps
us in understanding and keeping up-to-date with various
complex issues of the economy of our country and the
globe. Every student should develop areal interest in
the subject to build up an ambitious career.

With a deep sense of gratitude to all my respected
teachers who contributed a lot in the enrichment of my
aptitude in the subject, I conclude my article. O
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DIGITAL LIBRARIES : Needs, Technology and Benefits

Introduction

In the recent past, the Information Technology (IT)
revolution has changed the face of many institutions. The
influence of I T is seen even in the developing world which
witnessed a rapid growth in mobile telephony, internet,
e-mail. fax etc. In 1983 H.G. Wells dreamed of a world
encyclopaedia in which all human knowledge would be
available everywhere. In 1945 Vannever Bush had vision
of a scholar consulting any book by trapping itscode on
akeyboard. Today we can have this facility. This article
mainly focuss on benefits of digital libraries. Its purpose
is also to cover the need of having digital libraries and
the technologies involved in building the digital libraries.
Digital Library

Digital library is a library in which collections are
organised and stored in electronic form, available on the
internet or on CD-ROM disk. Terms such as electronic
library, virtual library, hybrid library, the library without
walls are often used synonymously. Different people have
defined digital library in different ways. According to
Arms, ‘a digital library is a managed collection of
inormation, with associated services, where the
information is stored in digital formats and accessible
over anetwork’.

For the Digital Library Federation in USA, ‘digital
libraries are organisations that provide the resources,
including the specialised staff, to select, structure, ofter
intellectual access to interpret, distribute, preserve the
integrity of, and ensure the persistence over time of
collections of digital works so that they are readily and
economically available for use by a defined community
or set of communities” (Greenstien, 2000).

In nutshell and more comprehensive words we can
say that in digital library, the information arrives as needed
atthe users' screen like ever attendant waiter filling your
water glass before you know it is empty.

Anamika Baishya
Librarian

Why Digital Library
There are number of reasons for building up digital
library, such as information explosion, dwindling budgets
of the library, space problem, high information demand,
available technologies etc. As we know, today despite
of having well stocked libraries and well equipped
resource centers, users demand for information is never
met. Information explosion requires large funds for
acquisition budgets. In our country funds available for
library and information services are limited. A traditional
library must spend large sums of money paying for staff.
book maintenance, rent and additional books. Digital

libraries may reduce or, in some instance, do away with
these fees.

Collection of Digital Library
Collection of digital library refers to the digital
document i.. e-books, e-journal, e-clipping, e-content

page, conference paper, poem, painting, etc. It is divided
into two types—

() Bormndigital

(ii) Converted or digitalised

(i) Born digital: Documents which are created or
generated in digital form are born digital. Born digital

objects are available in the following forms—
e E-database

e Software e Movies
e Audio & Video e E-books
o E-periodicals e Art, Photograph

¢ Other born digital materials

(ii) Converted to digitalised: Document those are
converted from printed to digital objects are known as
converted digitalised. These documents are available in
following forms—

e E-book

® E-periodical (E-Journal, E-newspaper etc.)
o Other digital materials.
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Development in Technology

Until recently, not many people were happy to read
from computer screen. Quality of display was one ofthe
factor behind it. Recent advances in the field of
Information Technology have improved not only the
quality of computer display but also the font displayed
on them. Besides a verity of software are now available
which are capable of manipulating and rendering
information. Personal computers are getting cheaperand
cheaper not only the developed countries, but also
available at an affordable cost in the developing countries.
With the availability of computers, capable of computing
ata very high speed and having large disc storage space,
it is feasible to digitize and store information in the form
of high quality graphics, colour, images, voice signals and
video clips at a low cost.
Infrastructure for Digital Library
Digitization Hardware

In the yearly years of computing, computers were
so expensive that it was difficult to purchase by libraries.
Today, computers are cheap and middle-sized libraries
in India are having compuetrs. Apart from this, in the
past lack of hardware and absence of proper technology
was also a hindrance in creating a digital lubrary. In the
present time, however, we have many hardware
equipments available for digitization process some of
them are mentioned below :-

~ Server : Web server, File server etc. Nodes :

Computers, Laptops

~ Printer

» Scanner

» Digital Camera

» Video camera

» Audio-recording machine

» Data storage devices etc.

Digitization Software:

» System software- Vista, windows XP, Linus,

UNIX

» Application software- MS Office, Browser

» Web server software

» Database software- My-SQL, MS- Access

» Antivirus software- Norton

» Digital library software- Greenstone, D-space

etc.

» LAN and Internet Infrastructure.

Benefits of Digital Library
Some of the benefits of digital libraries are :-

e No Physical boundary : The user of adigital library
need not to go to the library physically; people from
all over the world can gain access to the same
information, as long as an Internet connection is
available.

e Round the clock information availability : A major
benefit to digital libraries is that people can gain
access 24/7 to the information.

e Multiple access : The same resources can be used
simultaneously by a number of institutions and users
at the same time.

e Information retrieval : The user is able to use any
search term (word, phase, title, name, subject) to
search the entire collection.

e Preservation and conservation of resources

e Space : Whereas traditional libraries are limited by
storage space, digital libraries have the potential to
store much more information.

e Support wide range of materials

e [Easy way to post latest information

e Ability to reinstate out of print materials
o Added value

e Easily accessible.

Conclusion

Any library considering digitization of its holding will
need to evaluate potential digitization projects. They will
also need to assess the actual and potential users base,
and consider whether their thirst to view the material will
remain in digital form. Digitization also helps organize
collections that have become unmanageable because of
size, physical location etc. also; preservation of rare items
is made easy by providing users with a high quality digital
storage while storing originals in secure places.
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The Most Important Food Crops in Whole World

Some 12.000 species of plant are known to have
been used as food by people. and about 150 of these
are inregular cultivation today. The most important crops
are the cereals (grass-like crops) — wheat, rice and maize
(com), followed by barley, sorghum, oats, millet and rye.
These form the basis of many people’s diet throughout
the world. Root crops are also grown. These include
potatoes in temperate zones, and in tropical zones sweet
potatoes, yams and cassava or manioc. All these food
provide carbohydrate, while seed of the pea family
(known as pulses) are rich in protein, peas and beans,
these inculde soya beans, garbanzo bean, lentils and
peanuts.

Some of the important cultivation (food crops) in
whole world are given below-

Qil : The seeds of many plants are rich in oil, which
they store as a source of food and energy. We extract
oil from several of these plants, including olive, sunflowers,
corn (maize), soya bean, peanuts, oil-seed rape sesame
and african oil palm.

Coffee : The coffee plant is large shrub and its barries
are used to make coffee. The ripe berries are harvested,
then dried to remove the flesh from the hard stones inside.
These are the coffee “beans’, which are then treated
further. often being roasted.

Making sugar : The main source of sugar is the sweet
stems of the sugarcane, a tall grass that grows in tropical
countries. In some temperate areas, including Europe,
these are large crops of sugar beet. This plant stores in
its thickened roots. In some parts of the tropics, the sap
of the sugar palm is made into sugar.

Potatoes : Potatoes grown in the Andes Mountains
of South America and were first gathered as food by the

native people of that region. All the many varieties grown
today derived from that wild source.

Nayan Jyoti Rabha
B.Sc. 3rd Sem (Botany)

Breadfruit : Breadfruit is a tree, native to Polynesia,
which grown to about 65 feet and has large edible fruits.
The fruits are up to 1 foot across and are cooked before
being eaten as a vegetable.

Chocolate : The cocoa tree grows originally from
the eastern Andes in South America. The fruits, called
pods, develop on the sides of the trunk and each pod
contains about 20 to 30 seeds— the cocoa “beans™.
The beans must be fermented, roasted and ground before
they become cooca powder, the raw materials for making
chocolates. Cocoa is now grown mainly in West Affrica
and also in the Caribbean.

Tea : Tea comes from the leaves of a species of
camellia. This is planted on hillside, especially in India
and Sri Lanka and Indonesia, Japan and China. The

young leaftips are harvested, dried and then crushed to
make tea.

Wheat : Wheat is one of the oldest known crops. It
was probably first cultivated over 6,000 years ago in
Mesopotamia-present-day-Irag-between the rivers
Tigris and Euphrates. Many useful crop plants have their
origin in Middle East. Other examples are barley, oats
and rye, peas and lentils, onions, olives, figs, apples and '
pears.

Fruits are also grown for food : Fruits of the
temperature region include apples, peas, grapes, plums,
cherries, red and black currants, strawberries,
blackberries and gooseberries. In warmer region, 4
different selection is available, including citrus fiuits such
as oranges, grapefruits, lemons and tangerines and also
pineapples, melons, dates, figs, bananas, coconuts,
mangoes, papayas and guavas. Some fruits have a less
sweet flavour and are used as vegetables. Examples are
tomatoes, avocados and bell papers. Fruits are very
good for us. They contain energy-giving stores of natural
sugar, as well as protein and vital vitamins. They also
provide roughage to aid digestion.
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Joyshri Bhuyan, Associate Professor, Dept. of Anthropology has been awarded the

Ph.D. Degree by Gauhati University in 2013 under the supervision of Dr. Tiluttoma

Baruah, Dept. of Anthropology, Cotton College, Guwahati. Her thesis entitled "A
Demogenetic study of the Pati Rabha and the Hajong of kamrup District, Assam"

Mahananda Das, Astt. Professor, Dept. of Anthropology has been awarded the Ph. D.
| degree by Gauhati University in 2013 under the supervision of Dr. Rani Kakati, Dept. of
| Anthropology, Gauhati University. His thesis entitled "Witchcraft Among the Rabhas of
| Kamrup and Goalpora Districts of Assam"

Aliul Haque, Research scholar, Dept. of Mathematics, J. N. College, Boko has been

Dr. Alok Das, Associate Professor, Dept. of Mathematics, J. N. College, Boko. His
thesis entitled "A Study on the flow behaviours of non Newtonian fluids"

i

Guwahati University inter College Kabaddi Championship, 2014  NAAC Peer Team with ripal and Co-ordinator QAC
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

Education is a human need. It has become a
fundamental right that no person should be denied
education at any cost. Every children have the right to
learn. The progress of a country is based on the widest
provision of educational facilities for all its members and
not for a few only. No children should be excluded
because of their disability. There should be no
discrimination between normal and exceptional. Butin
reality children with disability are often ignored. In spite
of provision of free and compulsory education to all
children up to the age of 14 years, a large number of
children with special needs still do not get qualitative
education. According to census 2001, there are 2.19
crore persons with disability in India who constitute
2.13% of the total population. This includes person with
visual, hearing, speech, locomotor and mental disabilities.

As a democratic country following the ideals of
cquality, equity and fraternity we are bound to provide
an equal and fair access to education to all our children
irrespective of their exceptionality. Every person should
get educational opportunity.

Inclusive education can give the equal opportunity
toall. Inclusion is a democratic ideology as it advocates
that all children should be included in the education
system, If education is provided to persons excluding
the disabled then the constitutional provision of equality
before the law will be violated. Inclusion is not confined
to the disabled only. It means non-exclusion. All children
can learn and belong to be mainstream of school and
community life.

Inclusive education means children with
disabilities should be educated in the general school with
necessary support services and supplementary aids for
both children and teachers. It is a system in which all
children from a given community learn together in the
same school including children with disabilities. Inclusive
education is important not only on educational grounds
but also on social and moral grounds. It is a process to
prepare the disabled persons to become part of the

Mrs. Dipanjali Kalita
Asst. Professor, Dept. of Education

society and to prepare the society to accept them. A
disabled child can overcome his disability through proper
education and make himself'a useful citizen. Only inclusion
has the potential to reduce fear and build friendship,
respect and understanding. Provision of inclusive
education indicates a feeling of confidence in the minds
of disabled children. There are ten officially recognized
categories of disabled children requiring special
educational facilities — blind, partially sighted, deaf,
partially hearing, educationally abnormal, epileptic, mal-
adjusted, physically handicapped affected by speech
defect, delicate.

All these children who deviate from average
children in their various personality dimensions need
special care, attention and measures for their adequate
adjustment, welfare and progress in life. We cannot meet
the educational and adjustment needs of a vast population
of the children with special needs by establishing separate
schools for them. Special schooling cannot meet the
needs of most children with special needs. Special
schools promote isolation, alienation and social exclusion.
Isolating students with special needs may lower their self-
esteem and may reduce their ability to deal with other
members of the society.

Therefore regular schools have to play an
important role with an inclusive approach. Traditional
form of segregated education is very costly and reaches
very few. Special school cannot give the opportunity for
peer learning. On the other hand regular schools lack
resources available in a special school. There is lack of
highly trained teachers and facilities. Inclusive education
is the only option for bringing the two together. So
inclusion now is a demand of the time and need of the
hour.

Different committee and commissions appointed
by the Govt. laid stress on inclusive education. At present
Govt. of India has launched its Sarva Shikha Abhijan
(S.S.A.) seeking education for all. S.S.A. will ensure

~—
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that every child with special needs irrespective of the
Kind. category and degree of their normality or
exceptionality is provided education in an appropriate
environment. For the success of this programme it has
introduced the Right to Education Bill. 2005. [t has to
make provision for the inclusion of the children with
disability along with the normal.

In arranging inclusive educational setup in a
school, there is a need to equip itself in the men-material
resources. programmes and activities. curricular
flexibilities and other needed support services forall round
growth and development to the maximum extent
possible. To meet the cducational and adjustment
requirements of children with special needs along with
normal children. it will require a lot of improvement in
the infrastructure facilities accommodation and support

material provided in the school in the existing normal
setup.

Education for children with special needs ina
normal class without having necessary preparations on
the part of a school may seriously harm the interests and
purposes of all teachers. students. school authorities and
parents. [t is now a big challenge before a teacher to
meet the needs of all children irrespective of their
exceptionality within the existing normal schools. Inclusive
education requires manageable classrooms so that
challenged children receive teacher atention.

There is a need for strengthening knowledge.
skills and attitudes of teachers for creating learning
environment in schools. More qualified and trained
teachers should be recruited to effectively implement
inclusive education.

Inclusive education is a planned and systematic
effort. It will achieve its goal when it is spread across the
country. So authorities concerned should take necessary
actionto effectively implement inclusive education.

Curiosity Leads To Knowledge & Concentration

What is curiosity?

The desire of knowing some new things is known as
curiosity. Curiosity never arises unless we experience
something new. For example— if we receive amiss call
from an unknown number we are very eager to know
about the caller. Here the eagerness to know the caller is
said to be curiosity. Another example— when someone
knocks at the door we are very cager to know the guest.
The eagemess leads to full-concentration of our attention.
In this period our brain is free to learn (know) new things.

What is concentration?

The power to focus at one distinet point is called
concentration. For example— when we talk through our
cell phone we always create an imagination of the person
we are talking with. The real world infront of us vanishes
during that time. This power to focus at that particular
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B.Sc. 3rd Sem (Physics)

person is explained as concentration. The information
that we receive from the caller gets stored in our brain
for a very good time. Anything we learn new is
knowledge. Thus we can say that the information we
received isalittle of knowledge.

Now, if we apply this formula in our studies.... lets
see...

Book = miss call from an unknown number.
Chapters = person we are talking with.
Knowledge = information.

If we see a new book or a new theory. we must
create an cagerness to know the new thing. If we do s0-
our curiosity will arise. concentration power will develop
and knowledge will increase. We must not leave any

knowledge behind. We must always be curious to lear?
new good things.

Y—
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A sketchy knowledge of North East India

North-East region of India is a wonder for many. In this
short article, an attempt is made to give a sketchy
knowledge of the North Last India from certain angles.

I.ocation of North-East India within India :

Population : 38.857.769

Arca : 262.230 Km* (101, 250 sqmi)

Population Density  : 148/Km-* (380/sq)

Time zone : IST (UTC + 5:30)

States and territories : Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur. Meghalaya Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura
largest cities . Guwahati, Agartala, Dimapur,
Shillong. Aizawl, Imphal.

Official Languages : Assamese. Bengali. Bodo,
Enelish. Garo. Khasi, Mizo, Kokborok, Manipurt,

Nepali, Sikkimese.

Religion - Hinduism, Christianity,
Buddhism. Islam. Animism (Sanamahis Seng Khasi,

Donyi-pol etc.)

Northeast India is the eastern most region of
India connected to East-India via narrow corri.dor
squeezed between Nepal and Bangladesh. It comprises
the contiguous Seven Sister States (Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam. Manipur. Meghalaya. Mizoram. Nagaland,
Tripura). plus the Himalayan State of Sikkim. These s‘tales
are grouped under the MDONLR ministry qf lhe‘
Government of India. Except for the Goalpara region of
Assan. the rest were late entrants to the British lndia,‘
the Brahmaputra valley arca of Assam became a part of

Pallabi Dutta Baruah
T.D.C. 3" Semester
Department of Education

British India in 1824, and the hill regions were
incorporated even later. Sikkim joined the Indian Union
through a referendum in 1975 and was recognized as
part of NE India in the 1990°s. NE India constitutes
about 8% of'the total India’s size, and is roughly %™ the
size of the state of Meharashtra in terms of geographical
size. Its population (all 8 states combined) is
approximately 40 million (2011 census), which represents

-~

3.1% of the total Indian population (1. 210 million).

The states are officially recognized under the
North Eastern Council (NEC). constituted in 1971 as
the acting agency for the development of the eight states.
The North Eastern Development finance Corporation
Ltd. (NEDFI) was incorporated on 9" August, 1995
and the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region
(DONER) was set up in September., 2001.

History :

In the early historical period (most of first millennium),
Kamarupa straddled most of present day North East
India, besides Bhutan and Sylhet in Bangladesh.
Xuanzang, the travelling Chinese monk, visited Kamarupa
in the 7" Century, and described the people as “short in
stature and black looking” whose speech differed a little
from mid-India and who were of simple but violent
disposition and that the people in Kamarupa known of
Sichuan that lay to the Kingdom’s east beyond a
treacherous mountain. In the medieval times, many
smaller Kingdoms sprung up in Kamarupa’s place.
Throughout its history, the region is known to have been
an important physical and cultural bridge between India,
East Asia and Southeast Asia. '

Formation of North FEastern Status :

In the early 19" Century, both the Ahom and the Manipur

gy
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kingdom:s fell to a Burmese invasion. The ensuing first
Anglo-Burmese war resulted in the entire region coming
under British control. In the colonial period (1826-1947),
North East India was a part of Bengal province from
1839 to 1873, when Assam became its own province.
After the Indian Independence from British rule in 1947,
the North Eastern region of British India consisted of
Assam and the princely states of Manipur and Tripura.
Subsequently, Nagaland in 1963, Maghalaya in 1972,
Arunachal Pradesh in 1975 (Capital changed to Itanagar)
(actually formed on 20" February, 1987) and Mizoram
in 1987 were formed out of Assam. Manipur and Tripura
remained as Union Territories of India Between 1956
until 1972 when they attained full-fledged statehood.
Sikkim was integrated as the eighth North Eastern
Council State in 2002. The city of Shillong acted as the
capital of the Assam province and it was created during
the British Rule. It remained as the capital of undivided
Assam until the formation of the state of Meghalaya in
1972. The capital of Assam was then shifted to Dispur,
a part of Guwabhati and shilling became the capital of
Meghalaya.

Geography :

The Northeast region can be physiographically
categorized into the Eastern Himalayas, Northeast Hills
(Patkai-Naga Hills and Lushai Hills) and the
Brahmaputra and the Barak Valley plains. Northeast
India (at the confluence of Indo-Malayan, Indo-Chinese
and Indian bio-geographical realms) has a predominantly
humid sub-tropical climate with hot humid summers,
severe monsoons and mild winters. Along with the west
coast of India, this region has some of the Indian sub-
continents last remaining rain forests which supports
diverse flora and fauna and several crop species.
Similarly, reserves of petroleum and natural gas in the
region constitute of fifth of India’s total potential.

Theregion is covered by the mighty Brahmaputra-Barak
river systems and their tributaries geographically, apart
from the Brahmaputra, Barak and Imphal Valleys and
some flat lands in between the hills of Meghalayaand

Tripura, the remaining two-thirds of the area s hilly terrain
interspersed with valleys and plains; the attitude varies
from almost sea level to over 7000 meters (23,0001t)
above MSL. The regions’ high rainfall averaging around
10,000 millimeters (390 in) and above creates problems
of eco system, high seismic activity and floods. The states
of Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim have a montane climate
with cold, snowy winters and mild summers.

FLORA:

Northeast India supports some of the highest
bird diversities in oriented with about 850 bird species-
The Eastern Himalaya and the Assam plains have been
identified as an Endemic Bird Area by the Royal Society
for Protection of Birds, (ICBP 1992). The region is rich
in wild relatives of crop plants. It is the centre of origin
ofcitrus fruits. The regions is rich in medicinal plants and
many other rare and endangered taxa.

The region has been identified by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) as a centre of
rice germplasm while the National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources (NBPGR), India has highlighted the
region as being rich in wild relatives of crop plants. Jhum
Cultivation, a traditional system of agriculture, is often
cited as a reason for the loss of forest cover of the region:
This primary agricultural economic activity practiced by
local tribes reflects the usage of 35 varieties of crops.

FAUNA :

The International council for Bird Preservation. UK
identified the Assam plains and the Eastern Himalayas
as an Endemic bird Area (EBA). The EBA has an area
0f220,000 Km? following the Himalayan range in the

_countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Nepal,

Myanmar and the Indian states of Sikkim, Northern
West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, southern Assam.
Nagaland Manipur, Meghalaya and Mizoram. Because
of a Southward occurrence of this mountain range in
comparison to other Himalayan ranges, this region hasa
distinctly different climate with warmer meantemperatures
and fewer days with frost and have much higher rainfall.
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WWF has identified the following priority ecoregions in
NE India.

1) Brahmaputra Valley Semi Evergreen Forests.

2) The Eastern Himalayan Broadleaved Forests.

3) The Eastern Himalayan Sub-alpine coniferous

Forests.

4) India-Myanmar Pine Forests.

FOREST RESERVES:

1) Namdapha National :

2)

3)

Spread over an area of 1,985,sq Kms
in Arunachal Pradesh. Largest National Park of
the northeast region. Situated 150Kms from
Miao. Altitude rises from 200 to 4,500 meters
in the Snow-capped Mountains. Ecosystem
abounds in more than 150 species of timber.
Important rare fauna species— Pinus Merkusi,
Abies Delavavi, Blue Vanda and Mishimi Teeta.
Primates such as Assamese macaque, pig-taited
macaque., Hoolock gibbon, ape besides other
mammals, birds and reptiles add to the rich fauna

diversity.

Manas National Park : Wildlife Sanctuary and a
world Heritage site (declared by UNESCO) in
the Barpeta district of Assam and partly al(fng
Bhutan foothills, the Manas National Park isa
shelter to rare species of as many as 55
mammals. 50 reptiles, 380 birds and 3
amphibians. Besides tiger, elephant, rthinoceros
and wild water buffalo, leopard, pigmy hog, red
panda, swamp deer, capped langur, samb.ar,
hispid hare, golden langur, fowl, bulbul, brahminy
duck, Indain grey hornbill and roofed tur'tle are
protected in the Manas National Park. It is also
an Elephant Reserve and Biosphere Reserve.

Kaziranga National Park : spread over an area

4)

5)

6)

0f 430 sq Kms, 217 Kms from Guwahati, with
annual rainfall of 2300mm. Situated on the bank
of the Brahmaputra river with its swamps and
tall thinks of elephant grass. It is home to the
world’s largest population of great Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, largest of the three Asian
thinos. The forest is inhabited by leopard,
elephant, barasingha or swamp deer, barking
deer, turtle and lot more commonly found
species.

Orang National Park : Known as ‘Mini
Kaziranga’ is on the northern bank of the river
Brahmaputra, in the state of Assam, covering
78.81 sq Kms. Established as a sanctuary in
1985and declared a National park in 1999, it is
32 Kms from Tezpur and 120Kms from
Guwahati. The terrain slopes gently from north
to south covered with natural forest vegetation
like Bambax Ceiba, Dalbergia sisoo, sterculia
villosa, Trewia nudiflora, Zizypphus jujube,
litsaea polyantha and other non-aquatic
grassland species. One horned rhino, Royal
Bengal Tiger, Asiatic elephant, hog deer, wild
boar, civet, leopard, hare and commonly found
birds and reptiles are found in the region. Orang
National Park is an important habitat of the
Bengal Florican,

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary : Situated in the
Morigaon district of Assam, about S0Kms from
Guwahati. It covers 38.8 sq Kms and is famous
for great Indian one horned rhinoceros. The
sanctuary also protects Asian buffalo, Leopard,
Wild Bear, Civet, Reptiles and some 2000
migratory birds.

Sepahijola wildlife sanctuary: Sepahijola Wildlife
Sanctuary isa wildlife sanctuary in Tripura, India.
Covers an area of about 18.53 sq Kms and is
located about 25 Kms away from the city centre,
Itisa woodland with an artificial lake and natural
botanical and zoological garden. It boasts of
abounding congregation of wildlife, especially
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birds and primates. It also gives shelter to about

150 species of birds and the unique bespectacled
monkey.

7) Keibul Lamjao National Park : It is about 53
Kms from Imphal in Manipur. Temperatures
range from a maximum of 34.4'C 10 a minimum
of 1.7°C. Established as a wildlife sanctuary in
1966, it became a National Park in 1977. The
area of the park. about 40 sqgkms mostly
comprises wetlands overgrown with 1.5 meters
deep floating vegetation called Phumdi.
Extremely rare lesser cats like the marbled cat
and Temminck’s golden cat, Himalayan Black
Bear. Malayan and many more constitute the
diverse fauna in the park.

LANGUAGES:

Northeast India constitute a single linguistic region
with about 220 languages in three different language
groups (Indo-Aryan, Sino-Tibetan and Austric) that
share common structural features. Assamese, an Indo-
Aryan language spoken mostly in the Brahmaputra valley,
developed as a lingua-franca for many speech
communities. Assamesc based creoles have developed
in Nagaland (Nagamese) and Arunachal (Nefamese).
The Austro-Asiatic family is represented by the Khasi,
Jaintia and war languages of Meghalaya. Sino-tibetan
languages are represented by a small number of Tai
Languages (Tai-Ahom, Tai-Phake, Khamti, etc). They
are the languages of ethnic groups some of which are :
bodo. Rabha, Karbi, Mishing, tiwa, Deuri etc. (Assam);
Garo (Meghalaya): Ao, tangkhul, Angami, Sema, Lotha,
Konyak, etc. (Nagaland): Mizo, Hmar, Chakma,
(Mizoram): Hrusso, Tanee, Nisi, Adi. Abor, Nocte,
Apatani, Misimi etc. (Arunachal Pradesh). Manipuri is
the oflicial language in Manipur, the dominant language
of the Imphal Vallcy: while Naga Languages such as
Mao, Maram and Tangkhul and Kuki languages such as
Hmar and Paite predominate in individual hill areas of

the state. Bengali isa majority language in Tripura. Nepali
is dominant in Sikkim.

COMMUNITIES :

NE India has over 220 ethnic groups and equal
number of dialects. The hill states in the region like
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya. Mizoram and Nagaland
are predominantly inhabited by tribal people with a
degree of diversity even within the tribal groups. Adivasi.
Assamese, Bhutia, Bishnupriya Manipuri, Biate. Bodo.
Chakma, Chhetri. Dimasa. Garo, Gurung, Hajong, Hmar.
Jamatia, karbi, Khasi. Khampti, Koch. Kom, Kuki,
Lepcha, Lushai, Meitei, Mishing, Mizo, Naga, Nepali.
Noatia, Paite, Pnar, Purvottar Maithili, Rabha, Singpho:
various Tibetan tribes, Tamang, Tiwa, Tripura. Zeme

Naga and Limbu are different ethnic groups inhabitating
the region.

GOVERNMENT:

The northeastern states, having 3.8% of India’s
total population are allotted 25 out of a total of 543 seats

in the Lok Sabha. This is 4.6% of the total number of
seats.

ECONOMY :

The economy is agrarian, Little land is available
for settled agriculture. Alongwith settled agriculture; Jhum
(shifting cultivation) s still practiced by a few indigenous
groups of people. The inaccessible terrain and interal

disturbances has made rapid industrialization difficult in
the region.

Considering all these important features of N.E.
India, there is enough scope to build the N.E. regionas
atourist spots both for the national international tourists-
A concerted etlort by the government of the North East
region to make the region a tourist hot-spot will certainly

bring all positive changes of the North East region in
strengthening therie economy.
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