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NAVIGATINGTHE NETWORK

Technology has become interwoven into the
fabric of the life of this generation like it had never
been till now. So much so that those who have been
born after the 1980’s have been called the Net
Generation or those born after the 1990’s and in this
decade have come to be called the iGeneration.It has
been found through studies that kids in their 20s,spend
nearly two hours a day talking on the phone and use
e-mail frequently. The iGeneration spends
considerably more time texting (sending SMS) than
talking on the phone, pays less attention to television
than the older group and tends to communicate more
over instant-messenger networks like
Whatsapp,Instagram, Twitter,Hike and more. Today,
teenagers are more focused on the virtual worlds;
virtual socializing or socializing via the social networks
might be just as fulfilling or maybe more than a party
oramovie. They share the minute details of their lives
online, stay connected to their friends at all times, buy
goods online and own one super-smart-device that
does it all. This bunch of young adults also have the
ability to do multiple tasks at one and the same time,
sometimes carrying out six to seven tasks
simultaneously. They expect an instant response from
everyone they communicate with, and won’t have the
patience if it takes amoment longer. But the children,
teenagers and young adults who are passing through
this cauldron of technological change are sometimes
not aware of the intricacies of navigating around this
genie-like tool which has engulfed their lives .There
are numerous evils associated with letting oneself be
engulfed by the cyberspace. There is for instance the
problem of intergeneration communication and
understanding (parents, teachers vs. youth). Taking
into account egocentric and individualistic attitudes
of today’s teenagers, one can draw a conclusion, that

Ratnamala Sarma

Asst. Prof. Department of English

the sense of the common good ceases to be an
important value for them. This lack of an appropriate
value system is that the existence of social bonds is
threatened. A natural outcome of such a state of affairs
isthe phenomenon of growing violence and loneliness
among the young people. Adolescence is a critical
time the time of substantial transformations:

1. physical -changes in physical appearance and
the hormonal processes in the organism.

2. psychological -emotional shifts often
affecting the so far stable relationships within family
and peer groups, or reshaping the individual’s value
systems).

3. social -the end of the primary school and
transfer to the high school and adapting to the new
school environment.

All these changes often lead to the so-called
teenage identity crisis. Tension, stress and the

_ impression of not being able to come to termS
with reality often leads them to adopt an attitude that
usually comes off as awkwardness in the eyes Of‘h.e
adults. Teenagers spend less and less time with thetf
parents, and more with their peers.They would be
more likely to participate actively in their oW?
entertainment, through some or the other soci3
networks. While being immersed in this virtual world
they may however be unaware of the lurking danger®
and the negative aspects of the Internet which include
Internet addiction, online risks such as exposure 0
Sexually explicit material ,online victimizationand cyb*
bullying and sexual solicitation.

1. Internet Addiction:

Excessive Internet use is emerging as on® of
the more negative aspects of young people’s onlin®
activities. Such extreme use is also termed 2°
‘compulsive Internet use’, ‘problematic Internet us¢ °
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‘pathological Internet use’, ‘Internet dependence’,

‘computer addiction’ and ‘net addiction’. This.

addiction is characterized by using Internet to escape
from negative feelings, continued use of the Internet
despite the desire to stop, experience of unpleasant
emotions when Internet use is impossible, thinking
about the Internet constantly, and the experience of
any other conflicts or self-conflicts due to Intemet use.
This leads to a drop in academic performance,
alienation from family due to the need to hide their
excessive Internet use from parents, degradation of

physical health (caused by sleep deprivation)and

mental healthand problems. '

2. Exposure to sexually explicit material :

Exposure to sexually explicit material on the
net is a serious concern as there is evidence that such
exposure may lead to sexual exploration among youth.
Moreover, online victimization, online harassment and
sexual solicitation is a like a predator lurking around
to catch the young ones unawares. Online harassment
may be in the form of threats or other offensive
behavior sent online to the youth or posted onlineabout
the youth for others to see. Sexual solicitation may
come in the form of requests to engage in sexual
activities or sexual talk or to give personal sexual
information by an adult to someone younger.

Using the internet and some time spent insocial
networking through the virtual media could be

advantageous te some extent. But there are also
numerous disadvantages to consider. Could the time
spent interacting online, be put to better use? Is it
beneficial to devote so much attention to online activity.
Social networking also offers many benefits. It is now
easier than ever to keep in contact with old friends
and colleagues. LinkedIn is a particularly valuable
business tool; over 200 million people are members,
including hiring managers from many top companies.
Your profile is designed to function as an online
resume, detailing your education, career history and
your creative portfolio. The Internet itself was founded
and grew because scientists wanted to share
information. Gradually, the rest of the people also
joined in. Sharing your knowledge is fun. However
Information on the Internet is very public, and can
seen by anyone in the world including criminals and
scamsters, future employers. and governments.
Sometimes very innocent comments can be taken out
of context or misinterpreted. Though the cyberspace
seems like an impersonal entity, it should be kept in
mind that no one is anonymous in this arena. What is
written in an e-mail or posted in any internet site or
social network site can be traced back to its originator
Therefore it is essential to keep in mind to be
extremely cautious in using the internet and to be
mindful of netiquette (net-etiquette) in all that is put
up on that screen.
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1.1 Human Rights-what is it?
The United Nation defines Human Rights as-
“Human rights are those rights, which are
inherent in our nature and without which we cannot
live ashuman beings. Human Rights and fundamental
freedoms allow us to fully develop and use our human
qualities, our intelligence, our talents and our
conscience and to satisfy our spiritual and other
needs.”

To what extent a person is privileged to employ
human rights invites much debate as a person’s
definition of human rights changes with the
circumstance that he is embroiled in. Whatsoever
every govemment must create conditions to guarantee
those rights and freedoms defined as human rights
despite the fact that the materialization of those is a
challenging feat. That everyone needs to realise
humanity to be a common element of understanding
of human rights irrespective of one’s background is a
much demanding issue awaiting discussion. Itis the
requisite of every human being to lead a life observing
the basic human rights principles. John Locke
advocated the idea of “natural rights” as the beginning
theory for “life, liberty, and property, residing with
individuals”. This notion was furthered by Jean
Jacques Rousseau who opined that when an
individual becomes a part of the civil society he/she
interchanges the right to life, liberty and equality for
civil rights which the government safeguards for the
individual’s sake.

Human Rights are commonly also known as
fundamental rights or natural rights and cannot be
snatched by any legislature and without them the world
would witness crumbling of one’s morals.

Human Rights - a 20™ century construct was
- renamed after the earlier phrase of fundamental rights.
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE POSITION OF WOME
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The term came into existence in the United States
Declaration of Independénce in 1776 with the U.S
constitution embodying a Bill of Rights. In Indiathe
constitution which came into effect in 1950 included
a part of Fundamental Rights of the citizen. The
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 of India
declares Human Rights as- .

“The rights relating to liberty, equality and
dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Indian
Constitution as embodied in the Fundamental Rights
and the International covenants.”

 Itisseen that with civilization on its progres
the issue of Human Rights is gaining momentum and
people are able to benefit from their basic freedo™
and thereby have a dignified existence. From the | g
century the law of nature started the protection of the
individual in opposition to the power of the state and
reached its climax in the great general declaration
the Rights of Man in France in 1789 and the United
State.s Constitutional Amendment of 1791. Then by
th.e time of the World War I, the concept of Huma?
Rights was decided to be between the individual a19
the state, as well as between minorities and the 1arg
commt.mities. As per the post war settlement;
Pl'?teCtlon of human rights was achieved through the
Minorities Treatises, and founding of the Mandat®
system and the International Labour Organisatio™
Then there is the convention on the political rights©
Women which insists on giving women the right 10
vote, to be elected to office, to hold public office &
also carry on public functions, at par with man.
1.2 Human rights and Women:

The human Rights of women was passed fOf
the first time in Vienna, at the 1993 World Conferenc®
on Human Rights, and thereafter in Beijing again at
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the 1995 fourth World Conference on Women, and
once again at the 1999 national Association of Social
Workers’ Delegate Assembly in Washington, DC. The
Human Rights of Woman makes woman powerful and
gears them to change their lives as well as the
communities and even the lives of their children. Much
ofour social problems are related to the women folk
and a realization of the same will veer the women
towards a new awakening. This will also be an eye
opener for much of our global and cultural problem.
The issue of Human Rights of Woman isnota concem
» for women only rather it is a matter of the humanity at
large. The general tendency of viewing woman as a
part of that culture which needs to be nourished and
preserved has to be abandoned because much of the
evil lies within the very practice of that culture which
stifles the very freedom and existence of woman at
large resulting to repression and marginalization.

L3 Violence against Women:

The great epics of the Indian system like the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata also depicts the sorry
State of the women class. Violence against women is
a long prevalent question as well as a worldwide
oceurrence overlooking the aspect of socio-economic
background. During the Vedic period Indian women
Wwere held in high esteem which declined later. AsIndia
went through the invasions beginning from Alexander
to the Huns, the Arabs and the Turks, the status of
Women denigrated abominably. Thereafter the feudal
society brought the affirmation of the patriarchal
System which approved social disparities among
Indian women like child marriage, female foeticide,
torture, hymiliation and exploitation etc. It was
somewhere in the] 8" century and the 19" century
that some social reformers took the cudgel to bring
some social changes in the form of emancipation of
Women from superstition, misleading customs and
tradition etc, With the progress of the civilisation and
the improved status of women with the gaining of
education and economic independence one can
Visualise an excellent future for women but the Indian
deologies and institutional practices and the prevalent
Societal norms challenges the aspect of Human Rights

of Woman. Itis seen that although Human Rights for
Woman is amuch spoken about matter, innumerable
women still fall prey to happenings which tell about
violence in the form of beating, kidnapping, rape,
burning of daughter-in-laws, wife battering, sexual
abuse, maltreatment of widows or elderly women,
female foeticide, trafficking of women and murderetc,
The independence of India has materialized the
establishment of equality between men and women
with the declaration of the Indian constitution ... the
right to equality for all citizens irrespective of caste,
creed, sex or place of birth.” Though there is arise in
the ratio of educated and empowered women, a
majority of them is still trapped within the dismal state
of existence. Various agencies like religious practices,
social make-up, and representation of women in the
society and also technology related problems like sex
determination and female foeticide are the major
reasons of violation of human rights of women. On
the face of the medical examination of the sex of the .
foetus it can be ascertained that if this continues in
some parts of India like Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar female
sex ratio would decline drastically ruining the balance
of population. The infringement of Human rights is
noticed in numerous cases of wife beating but many
cases are not brought to light due to social stigma
related to it. The Dowry System in India is another
agent of violating Human Rights of women. Bride-
buming, torment afflicting in-laws and in many cases
the parents of the bride also stifle the voice of dissent
in their daughter by asking her to live a life of
subjugation and torture. Even though there have been
the assertions of two amendments of the dowry
Prohibition Act, death owing to dowry have not
decreased. Then there is the instance of certain social
customs like ‘ Devadasi’ which denigrate the status
of women because a survey revealed that most of
these girls end up turning prostitutes. It is an alarming
fact that most of these girls are illiterate and belongs
to the * Harijan’ class. There is also the astounding
incidence of violence against women in insurgency hit
areas like the north Eastern part of India and the
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perpetrators of this crime are infringing upon the rights
of women in all spheres. It is also seen that in the
work place like those amongst the manual women
labours the breach of human rights is observed when
for equal amount and duration of work, a woman
labour is under paid in comparison to a male labour.
Conclusion:

With the backdrop of much injustice
against women and infringement of Human Rights of
Women one can still be hopeful for a healthy future
for women on the wake of various laws implemented
for the safety of the women class. Ban-Ki-Moon,
Secretary General of United Nations says that-

“Until women and girls are liberated from
poverty and injustice, all our goals-peace, security,
sustainable development-stand in jeopardy.”

The vibrant political and social movementsin
India has lead to the establishment of some
remarkables policies like the Sati Prevention Act of
1987, Domestic Violence Act of 2005 and the 73"
and the74th Amendments to the Constitution that
facilitates reservation for Women to enter politics at
the Panchayat level in India. To ensure these rights
there are various governmental and non-governmental
bodies such as the Women Commissions to implement
such policies and further they have decentralized these
policies to the state as well as district level authorities
that have also included local non- governmental
organisation. But sadly in India there is a wide rift
between the policies and the path of implementation
because of lack of good governance. Even though
the state receives fund it holds inadequate for the

=== Souvenir, Golden Jubilee Celebration, J.N. College, Boko t:=m— (£ )

practice of corruption thus making investments in
sectors of public works as well as women
empowering aspects highly unachievable. Apart from
these reasons, the social malfunction and practice of
neglect and marginalization of women etc. are other
impediments on the path of achieving Human Rights
of women.

The Indian society discriminates against women
and offers much lesser opportunities at home, work
place, and society thus restricting mobility, economic
equality and access to education as they are deemed
inferior to the men folk. The violation of Human Rights
also is noticeable with respect to class and caste ofa
woman which determine the choices of a woman.

Whatsoever the passing of the Women’s Bill-in
April 2010 by the Rajya Sabha offering 33.3%
reservation of women in all strata of Indian politics
ensures 181 out of 543 seats at the parliament level
and 1370 seats out of the 4109 seats at the State
Assembly level. It is a historic step in the scenario of
Indian political system as against the current figure of
occupancy of less than 10% seats of the national
Parliament by women. Therefore we can at least hope
for a better situation in all aspects of the society for
the women class on the face of implementation of’ such
rights once it is passed by the Lok Sabha. It is also
needless to say that irrespective of such
implementations the society needs orientation 10
uphold a revolutionized outlook towards women t0
bring inanew lease of life and vitality amongst wome?
and eliminate various barrier and boundaries existing
in the life of any women.
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