and won a majority in the Assembly Election in 1985
under the leadership of Sri Prafulla Kumar Mahanta
who was sworn in as Chief Minister in the Nehru
Stadium on December 24, 1985. Immediately after
coming to power the AGP Government dissolved the
Goveming Bodies of the Aided Colleges qf theAss?m
in January 1986. As such, the decision for mtroduc.tlon
of Science had to be taken solely by the Principal
backed by the staff and students of the College and
the general public. The Assam Higher Sec.:ox.ldary
Education council was pleased to grant permission to
open Science faculty in the +2 Stage from the session
1986-87 with the concurrence of the state
Government. The 1% year H.S. Science class started
functioning from 1% September 1986 with 20 students
on roll and was formally inaugurated by Dr.
Sailajananda Bharali, DPI, Assam on 6th Ocotober,
1986 amidst great rejoicing. Itis a dream of late
Probin Kumar Choudhury and the people of the area
fulfilled and as such 1986 will remain an important
landmark in the history of the College.

Infrastructure development:

In 1982, anew Assam type building with floor
area of 1176 sft. built at a cost of Rs. 50,000/- was
made available to the students as their common room,
Rezding Room and Union Office. In 1984, two more
class rooms, constructed in extension of the existing
building covering an area of 2660 sft. ata cost of Rs.
1,07,775/- for accommodation of additional classes
with the introduction of the three Year Degree were
ceremonially opened by Dr. S. Bharali D.P.], A.ssam
on October 6, 1986. Simultaneously construcnqn of
a girls’ Hostel with a grant of Rs. 1,50,000/- received
from the state Govt. was undertakenin that year.

Besides academic activities, extra-curricul?lr
activities like N.C.C. and N.S.S. were introduced in
the College since 1967 and 1976 respectively. The
N.S.S. Unit was formally inaugurated on July 24,1976
with the objectives of . .

(i) Donating voluntary labour in the horticulture
farm of the college. o

(i) Adopting two neighbouring villages for

rendering Social Srvice.

(iii) Developing the college campus; and
(iv) Organising Special Camp for social service
alone or in collaboration with other sister colleges.

The two Natural Calamitics that wreaked havoc
with the college in 1983 and 1991:

Acyclonic storm on the night of 11" April 1983
had completely blown out the roofs of the main college
building causing a damage over Rs. 50,000/- . The
repair work was taken up on war-footing and
completed inrecord time.

Another devastating cyclonic storm with heavy
down pour of rain and hail-storm, unprecedented in
living memory, lashed an area of about ten square
kilometers of the surrounding areas of the college on
the night of 3@ May 1991 at 7-30 PM. The fury of
the cyclonic storm lasted for just halfan hour turning
the entire area into a sheet of water and ankle —deep
hail-snow and knee deep water, snapping electricity
connection leveling source of dwelling houses and
institutional buildings to the ground and uprooting
thousands of fruit and forest trees. Many people were
rendered homeless and had to be removed to nearby
educational institutions and public buildings for safety
and had to be provided with relief -

The college became the worst victim of the
cyclonic storm. Three of its building was completely
destroyed and other two were partially damaged. The
entire library building and major portion of the
Administrative Building were levelled to the ground.
The roofs of the Science Building along with the ceilings
were blown off. The new College Building and the
newly constructed Girls’ Hostel were partially
damaged. Library books, office records, laboratory
materials, scientific instruments, almirahs, furniture and
equipments were also badly damaged. The impacts
of the cyclone was so great the roofs of the buildings
were blown off to the nearby paddy fields, villages
and forests. Hundreds of campus trees and electric
and telegraph posts were uprooted, blocking the NH
No. 37 in front of the College and creating traffic jam
for scores of loaded trucks carrying timber and coal
from Meghalaya for several hours. The total loss of
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the college assessed by the Govt. PWD stood at Rs.
13,00,000/- (Rupees thirteen lakhs) approximately.
The news of the extensive damage to the
buildings and properties of the college soon spread
like wild-fire and streams of people, men, women and
childhood from the neighbouring areas started pouring
in and continued to come in large numbers for several
days. Dignitaries, like V.C., GU. Dr.N. K. Choudhury,
Dr. B. C. Lahkar, Principal ,Guwahati Commerce
College and member, EC. The Revenue
Commissioner Sri Gangopadhyaya, D.C. Kamrup,
Sri M.N. Baruah, Sri R.N. Baruah, Executive Engineer,
Ghy West Division and his staff, Dr Arun Kumar
Bhuyan, Inspector of Colleges, Assam, The statistical
and Information Officer , GU, the Dy. Treasurer GU
Sri B. Patowary, Prof. Ashraf Ali , former DPI Assam,
Sri Nibaran Bora, veteran leader, Sri Hiranya Kumar
Bhattacharya, IPS, Dr. Pabitra Kr. Chaudhury, former

APSC member Smti. Narbada Chaudhury, former.

President, GB of the college visited the college. Their
vist to the college was a source of solace to the
Principal, the member of the GB, Staff and students.
The Guwahati Door Darshan, All India Radio,
Guwahati and all the news papers, local & national
gave wide coverage to the extensive damage done
by the natural calamity

His Excellency, the Governor of Assam, Sri

Loknath Misra sanctioned Rs, 20,000/- from the"

Prime Minister's relief Fund and exerted his good
office in convincing the Education Department, Govt.
of Assam to release another Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees
OnelLac). TheD.C,, Kamrup sanctioned Rs. 20,000/
-to the college for taking up reconstruction and repair
work. With the grants received from the sources
indicated above, the College authorities took up the
repair and reconstruction work in war-footing so as
torestore normal functioning of the college in record
ﬁrne. .

The college was granted permanent affiliation
by Gauhati University in 1989.

Sri Jatindra Chandra Nath, founder Principal
of the college, had a uniformly brilliant academic
career and earned a reputation as a successful teacher

before joining this college as Principal and during the
30 years tenure of his office as Principal became a
member of different Bodies of Gauhati University such
as amember of Court, Executive Council, Academic
Council and Associate Inspector of Colleges under
GU. During the period of his service in this college,
he made it a full-fledged college having Arts and

science faculties with Major and Pass course. Though -

the science faculty was affiliated to GU in his time, it
was brought under deficit Grant in Aid system from
25 March, 1998 after his retirement on 31st May,
1995.

The college celebrated its Silver Jubilee
together with Nehru Centenary with a three days
programme from 14 to 16 November, 1989 with
pomp and grandeur and published a Souvenir
contained articles both in Assamese and English
contiributed by eminent scholars, teachers and writess
like Dr Debo Prasad Barooah, Dr. Devdas Kakati,
Prof, (Dr.) K.M. Pathak, Prof. (Dr.) M. Das, Prof.
(Dr.) Binay Kumar Tamuli, ProfDr) Bhaben M. Das,
Dr. Pramod Chandra Bhattacharya, Dr..Prabin
Chandra Sarma, veteran writers Sri Satish Chandra
Kakati and Sri Lakshydahar Chaudhury besides the

Principal, teachers and students of the college and
the locality.

APeriod of Stagnancy:

- After the retirement of Principal Nath there
followed a period of stagnancy that brought the
process of growthand development of the college

toagrinding halt. The usual procedure is that the post

of Principal isto be advertised three months ahead of
the retirement of the incumbent person with information
to the DPI and the process of appointment should b
completed within the period and the successor should
take over charge from the retiring Principal onthe
due date . But on a solemn assurance of a eV
important members of the college G.B that the process
of appointment of a new Principal would be taken up
by the GB immediately after his retirement, Principél
Nath handed over charge to Sri B. K. Dutta, Vice

Principal and senior most memberof the teachingstaff
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on the afternoon of May 31, 1995 . But the assurance
was not kept by the GB. and appointment of a
selected Principal was selved indefinitely. Asaresult,
as will be evident from the following list , as many as
six persons officiated from 01-06-98 to 25-04-07.

List of Principals

Sri B. K. Dutta i/c From 01-06-95 to 31-03-98
Sri S.C. Hazarika from 01-04-98 to 14-07-98
Sri D.K. Barooah i/c from 15-07-98 to 24-08-98
Dr. R. K. Barooah from 25-08-98 to 31-01-06
Sri D.K. Das i/c from 01-02-06 to 28-02-06

Sri L.K. Sarma i/c from 01-03-06 to 25-04-07

Lack of foresight of the Management has not only
halted the growth and development of the. iI.lSﬁtution,
but also has led to instability. But the joining of the
Present incumbent Dr. Nripen Goswami on 26-04-
07 as permanent Principal has gradually restored
stability and the process of growth and development
has been going on smoothly.

Weakness of the college :

One of the glaring weakness of t!me oqllege. was
low enrolment in Degree Classes espm{a{ly inScience
faculty , forwhich the college was not ellg}ble forUGC

structure development till the end of

rants for infra :
tghe twentieth century. Only in February 2007 the

included in the list of colleges maintained
z(r)llclleegres‘;iatsiclm 2(f) of the UGC Act 1956 under th?
head Non. Govt. Colleges teaching up to Bachelors
Degree . Only since February 2007 it has beco.me
eligible to receive central.A'sswtance under section
12(b) of the UGC Act. This is why the growt: of the
college was slow during the first 40 years as adequate

funding has beena major problenf. o
Present enrolment of staff positions : o

The college which had a humble belgmmn%1 in

1964 with 60 students.on qul, the elnro rSn::(ti h:Z

increased to over 2400 including +2 classe sandhas
. ile in the face of the poor and th.e eprive

radiaec t area inhabited by various ethnic

i the vas ) :
pffiin;frigiars and non tribal’s, Hindus, Muslims
g

Christians, Sikhs etc-

The college campus covering an area of 100
bighas of land on the northern side of N.H-37,2 KM
west of Boko P.S is away from the din and bustle of
the town and has scenic beauty full of peace and
tranquillity o essential to an educational institution.
In addition to what has been given in the foregoing
account new constructions have come up, built with
the grants received from the U.G.C. and the state
Govt. including a three storied R.C.C. Administrative
building, housing the well furnished Principal’s
Chamber, Vice Principal’s Chamber, College Office,
the College Library (on the first floor) and the digital
conference Hall. A mini- stadium donated by Rabha
Hasong Automous Concil, newly constructed Girls’
Hostel ( to be opened soon) a swimming Pool and an
Indoor stadium (With UGC grants) under

‘construction, the Botanical Garden and the Rubber

Plantation in about 30 acres of College land have
added to the beauty of the sprawling campus.

Staff Position:

There are at Present 14 Departments in the
college, 9 in Arts Stream and 5 in Science stream and
44 teachers on permanent basis against sanctioned
posts and 19 teachers appointed on contractual basis
maintained by the college out of its own resources .
The office and library staffhas 19 permanent members
and 10 appointed on contractual basis.

In order to identify the strengths and
weaknesses, the college invited the NAAC and got
itselfaccredited in2004. During its first visit the NAAC
peer team pointed out the advantages and failings of
the college, commended and recommended their
observations and the college authorities have tried their
best to remove the short coming . In the first visit , the
peer team assessed and accredited the college and
awarded C++ grade.

The NAAC peer team consisting Prof. J.
Shashidhara Prasad, Vice- Chancellor, Sri Sathya Sai
Institute of Higher Learning Vidya Giri, Prasnati
Nilayam, AP, as chairperson, Prof. (Dr.) K.B. Kumar,
Member coordinator, Dean, Faculty of Psychology,
S. Academy, Secenderabad and Dr. Deepak
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Karkwn, Principal , Govt. VYTPG Autonomous
College, Chhattisgarh, visited our college from 5® to
7 May, 2014 and assessed and accredited our
college. They met the Governing Body Members
including the Principal and the President, Members
of the teaching and non-teaching staff, the Alumni and
the students of the college and expressed satisfaction
on the hospitality and the working of the college and
has awarded B Grade to the college in their assessment
and accreditation. -

Itis in a nutshell, the story of Jawaharlal Nehru
college at Boko in its 50(fifty) years of existence, I
arrived at Boko one year after the birth of this bonny
baby to take care of it as its Principal caretaker for
30 years as it grew from its teaching troubles of
childhood, through the turbulence of adolescence upto
its joyful youth of thirty years of age. After departure
and separation in 1995 from Jawaharlal Nehru
College, again  had the good fortune to be associated

:
0 S
with this institution which I built with my life blood as
Gauhati University representative to the Governing
Body from 2001 to 2009 and then as the President
of the Governing Body nominated by the Government
of Assem. A owe a debt of gratitude to the authorities
of Gauhati University and the Govt. of Assam for giving
me the honour to be associated with this dear great
institution of Higher Education which has been
radiating smiles in the area for the past halfa century
. It is sheer luck and grace of the Almighty to be
associated with an institution for 44 years and to
survive to see the its celebration of Golden Jubilee-

Ithankfully pay fy homage to the memory of

Late Probin Kumar Chaudhury, Late Achyut Kanta
Adhikary and late Janardan Sarma for bringing met0
Boko and giving me the opportunity to serve JN.C
and the people of Boko for supporting and helping
me all these years in discharging my duties.

Long Live Jawaharlal Nehru College. .
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‘The Idea of education has long been the Improvement of the individual, That |
Ideal must Inevitably hold, for without individual advancement there can be
no social progress. But even that care of the Individual must today be |
considered In terms of the mass of the people or else the enlightened individual |
will be submerged In the unenlightened mass. And, in any event, is it right or |
Just that a group of Indlviduais should have opportunities of advancement |
and growth which are denled to the many? i
All education must have a definite soclal outiook and must train our youth E
for the kind of soclety we wish to have. Politiclans may strive for political and !}1
economic changes In order to bring that soclety into existance but the real ';
basls of that soclety must be lald In the teaching of our schools and colleges.’ |
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