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Some Reflections on National Service Scheme (NSS)
and its activities in J.N.College, Boko

Theideaof involving the students of the country
with social services germinated in the recommendation
of the First Education Commission of the country in
the year 1950. In that vey process National Service
Scheme emerged in the year 1969 as one of the
strongest channels of the students to associate them
in social activities. It’s interesting to observe the
emergence of the NSS coinciding with the birth
centenary year of the father of the nation Mahatma
Gandhi. Gandhiji believed in the enormous capability
of the youth of the nation which can transform its
destiny.

Initially the scope of NSS was limited to certain
selective institutions of the country. But with the
passing time the popularity of this organization has
grown tremendously and it has been able to cover
almostall the educational institutions of the country at
present. The Higher Secondary schools have
introduced NSS attracting the young generation to
join this for unfolding their complete personality . NSS
offers students a nice opportunity to build up their
personality through community service,

It is important here to know the mechanism
through which the NSS activities operate in an
institution. The NSS activities are broadly carried on
two levels. These are on institution level and
community level. The NSS Manual prepared under
the Ministry of Youth and Sports , Govt. of India
provides a frame-work for all the programmers of
the NSS. Accordingly any student enrolled as NSS

Prof. Umesh Chandra Kar
Department of English

.

volunteer should put in atleast 120 hours of social
work in a year for a continuous period of two Yef‘rs _
by completing 240 hours within this specified period

- Outof the 120 hours services in a year each student
volunteer is expected to put ina year at least 20 hout
as pre-placement orientation. This orientation
programme includes a general orientation work of2
hours, special orientation of 8 hours and a programm®
skill learning of 10 hours duration, Besides this there
is an allotment of 30 hours camping by the studentS
volunteers. Camping is one of the distinctive fea

of the NSS. It is through this camping a volunteer
uses the maximum opportunity to expose him/her 0
the social realities. Facing the problems within a0
outside the campus enables a volunteer to develoP
the skill of leadership . Each NSS volunteer has 0
move and grapple with the problems identified by the™
inthe community with the perfect co-operation of the
members of that particular community. In thisre

the responsibility of NSS volunteers is a matter of
paramount importantce, They are supposed to kecp
themselves in constant touch with the community 1Y
are serving. The problems of the peopleofthe diifel'eflt
communities living in that area are studied by them 11
details. For example their status of education, health
sanitation and knowledge regarding the differert
schemes of the gowt, prepared for them. Their reactio?
to the social issues is also observed .The NS
volunteers bear the responsibility of making the™
conscious of all these during the course of camping
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Similarly camping is a regular activity within the
campus . Itis said campus and community go together.
Any educational institution is a community in miniature.
Students belonging to different religion, race and caste
stay in an institution in perfect harmony and work for
the progress of their own institution. So it is the
responsibility of NSS volunteers to keep their campus
clean and provide effective leadership to maintain
discipline in class room and in almost all the activities
of the institution so that the healthy growth of an
educational institution becomes possible.

One of the most important aspect of NSS is
the special camp of Adopted village programme. This
very programme is of 70 hours duration nearly 3days
in a year. Every NSS unit has to undergo such a
programme. The selected groups of volunteer from
among NSS unit who are willing and spirited for
extending social services to the community are chosen

. for such special camp.The group should notbe exceed
more than 50 volunteers. The place selected for the
Adopted village should not beyond 20Kms from the
educational institution concerned . Proper
arrangement for the stay of the NSS volunteers should
be ensured. Discussion with the members of the
community and club of the locality (if any) should be
made for the conduct of the camp. Thereafter the
programme officer along with the selected NSS
volunteers and their luggage will move to site and
involved in the special camp activity of the adopted
village. The NSS volunteers continue their labour and
clean a road or construct it in that area. They may
visit the people there and take stock of their living
style and try to know how far the government schemes
have benefited the people living in the community. It
all depends on the leadership quality of the NSS
volunteers to make the Adopted village camp a grand
success. During the period of the camp group
discussion among the volunteers and interaction with

the members of the community may take place to have

a deeper understanding of the place and the people.
Cultural programme like song, games, drama etc. may
also be performed to associate the community with
the spirit of the NSS.

The role of the programme officer in giving
shape to all the NSS activities and programme'is
immense. The successful operation of the NSS unit
of an institution largely denends on the sound

-knowledge of the programme officer appointed by

the college from among the teaching faculties to look -
after the NSS activities. The programme officer so
appointed by the college must undergo the training
imparted by the institutes to make the programme
officer conversant with the programmes and various
activities of NSS. It is a matter of happiness to mention
here that the Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (IIE)
Guwahati has made all sorts of arrangements for the
proper training of the NSS programme officer of late.
The programme officers of NSS should make use of

- these opportunity to update their knowledge on NSS

by undergoing this training programme.

. Besides the camps mentioned above there are
many other camps organized by the NSS throughout
the year. Every institution having NSS unit should make
it a point to expose students to such camps in order
to improve their attitudes, vision, personality and
ability to mix and mingle with the rest of the students
of the country for sharing their views and ideas. Among
the programmes the National Integration Camp
adventure camp, youths festival, mega camp, republic
day camp etc. are very significant. Participation of
the NSS volunteers in these programs not only
develop their personality but enhances their confidence
and communication skills,

There is one more information which needs to
be furnished here for the sake of the NSS units of all
colleges. Every year a selection is made country wide
to choose the best NSS unit. This is in for the honour
and recognition of Rajiv Gandhi Award. So it is
important for all the NSS units to maintain a clean
record of all the activities of the NSS annually and
send the same to the concerned department for
selection. The college administration in this regard
should be responsive and extend all possible help and
assistance for the healthy growth of NSS.

It needs mentioning here the attachment of the
Red Ribbon Club (RRC) with the NSS unit of the
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colleges. The objective of the Red Ribbon Club is to
bring an awareness among the youths and community
on the threat of HIV positive and AIDS. The Assam
State AIDS Control society (ASSACS) sponsors
programmes through the Red Ribbon Club and
sensitizes the youth for donating blood whichis a life
saving fluid to save many lives in dire emergency. The
blood donation camp is organized by the RCC in
collaboration with the NSS unit of the colleges. Such
donations help our youths and community in manifold
ways. It helps in detecting the status of an individual
on HIV positive, hemoglobin deficiency, diabetics,
hepatitis etc. '

Having mentioned all these itistime to throw
some light on the functioning of the NSS in
J.N.College. NSS was introduced in the college in
academic session 1975-76. Prior to that there was
NCC in the colleges of Assam and it was made
compulsory for the studens to undergo NCC training,
But soon it was replaced by the National Service

Scheme (NSS) and to join in the NSS was made -

voluntary on the part of the students. Students with a
high zeal and interests to serve the institution and the
society voluntarily join the NSS. Late Madan Chandra
Kakati was appointed to the first programme officer
of NSS in the college. Under his effective guidance
the students were highly motivated forextending social
services . And our college has proudly extended
selfless social services with a band of dedicated
volunteers and constructed many roads, help during
natural calamity to the people and earned high
apprieciation . Mr. Bharat Choudhury presently
serving the college was selected as one of the best
NSS volunteers nationally.

The college under the NSS unit made
arrangement for pineapple farming and it was a big
success. Mr. Bimalendu Mahanty from Orissa was
highly impressed by this farming in the college campus.
The NSS volunteers actively participated in almost
all the NSS activities of the college.

However, NSS suffered from stagnation fora
very long period in the colleges of Assam owing to
the indifference of the Government of Assam

inprovidirfg financial assistance to the colleges forNSS
activities , Our college also suffered for the same:

After a long interval Prof. Abani Das of the
Department of Geography was appointed as the
programme officer of NSS. During'the short tenur®
he tired all his best to revive the lost spirit of the NSS-
Students were involved under his guidance to camy
on the activities of NSS within and outside the
campus. Prof. Abani Das deserves thanks to maintain
the continuity of NSS against a very unfavourable
situation.

From the year 2006 the responsibility °f,the
NSS unit of our college was entrusted on the wiitef
of thisarticle . Soon after assuming the charge ofthe
NSS the writer was sent for the NSS training
Narendrapur, Kolkatta. Having undergone the trainifé
the NSS activities were revived in the college infll
swing. A decision was taken to raise fund from th
students of the college to carry on the activities of the
NSS. Accordingly from the year 2007 the students
ofthe college have beencontributing in their admission
fee some amount to keep NS go on. How far the
amount has been utilized in the NSS works isamatte’
of question.

Apart from that the Government of Assa™
under the most efficient acumen of the present YOU"
officer of Regional Centre of NSS, Assam Mr. Sul
Basumatary released the grant of the NSS toall the
colleges from the year 2013 to carry the institution
and special camp activities. The principal of t.he
colleges were requested to open joint accounts W!
the NSS programme officer to spend that amou.nt-
How many colleges have responded to the directi"®
of join accounts system is yet another question.

However, J.N. College, Boko has initiated 1°
blood donation camp from the year 2011.The first
blood donation was arranged by the NSS
collaboration with the Indian Army and the Assatt
Stafe AIDS Contro) Society. A videography of the
entire programme was kept on record. In the Y&
2012 this programme was conducted on the nation?!
Voluntary Blood Donation Day. In the year 2013 the
blood donation, camp maintained its continuity-
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NSS volunteers have been exposed to different
national level camps by this period. Several national
integration camps held in New Delhi, Puduchery,
Karnataka have been attended by our students. It is
matter of pride and joy to mention here that our
students Sri Dhananjay Boro was selected for
participating in the Republic Day Camp organized on
the 26" of January, 2012 at New Delhi. Our students
have a chance to participate in the National Youth
Festival held in Orissa and and Arunachal Pradesh.
There are many national programme in which our NSS
volunteers have taken an active part with the students
of the rest of the country. This is certainly a good sign
for the development and growth of the NSS in our
College. Our college has been exposed to the national
forum through NSS.

During the visit of the PEER team of the NAAC
recently all the activities of the NSS were placed
before them and they were highly impressed to see
them. But they advised to arrange special camp by
adopting villages near by and maintained arecord on
the reaction of the visitors to the camp. It is a fine
suggestion by the Hon’ble PEER team of the NAAC
. The writer assured them to maintain the record of
the visitors during the special camp.

The article will remain incomplete without
mentioning the aims and objects of NSS for the
knowledge of the student and public. As said earlier
development of the personality through community
service is the chief aim of NSS. Keeping this aim in
view the objectives of NSS lay stress on to work
with and among people, to engage in creative and
constructive social action to enhance students
knowledge about themselves and the community, to
put the scholarship of students to practical use in

mitigating at least some of the problems to gain skill in
the exercise of creative leadership, to gain skill in the
programme development to enable students for self
employment to bridge the gulf between the uneducated
and the educated masses and promote the will to serve
the weaker section of the community.

All these above mentioned objectives of NSS
reflected in the song of the NSS . It should be the
bounded duty of all NSS volunteers to sing that song
loudly in order to penetrate its theme to heart. The
clap of the NSS is also rhythmic and every volunteer
should learn how to clap with three bits. These are
the vital lessons which a volunteer in NSS learn by
experience, not under any kind of imposition.

The area of NSS is so wide that it touches all
the issues of a nation . But within the short space it is
not possible to cover all these. While concluding it
should be emphasized that NSS has a great role to
play for the youths of our nation. While the values are
eroding in society, the youths are going astray the deep
rooted culture and tradition of the nation are at stake,
the philosophy of NSS can act as a panacea for
society.

The college is completing its 50 years of
existence and the NSS is completing the 40 years of
its existence. After 10 years the NSS is going to
celebrate its golden jubilee in the college. It is high
time now to strengthen the NSS unit so that we can
boldly say to the community that we have done
something useful for them.,

With the significant note of NSS. “not me but
you’ I conclude this small presentation on the
auspicious occasion of the Golden Jubilee of
Jawaharlal Nehru College, Boko. ‘
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