MY EXPERIENCES AS AN ENGLISH TEACHER OF THE
COLLEGE 1 SERVED.

My experiences as an English teacher of the
college named Jawaharlal Nehru College are still fresh
in my mind. They are worth mentioning in the sense
that they do make me remember my past service
career at the college and what is more, my close
contract with the students who were very eager to
listen to my lectures with rapt attention in the
classroom. Even the rowdy elements that belonged
to microscopic minority sat tight in the classroom
though they posed as very attentive students in the
class. White delivering lectures, I often had a stern
look at them so as to bring them under control.
Fortunately, they made no noise in the classroom and
I went an delivering lectures to the satisfaction of my
mind. '

It will not be out of place to mention here that |
made lesson planning beforehand and then Itook a
class. Rarely did I take aclass without lesson planning,
Lesson planning isa must for a teacher who is desirous
of achieving success in teaching studentsina class. I
did never overlook this aspect of successful teaching
in a class. This enabled me to achieve success in
teaching students in the class. Fluency in speaking
came to me automatically and consequently the
students did not feel bored, but were quite interested
in listenting ti my lectures.

The students feel bored or get drowsy when
the teacher fails to teach them properly. Deep
knowledge of the lesson viz a poem or a prose piece
or grammar is very essential on the part of a teacher
to take a class effectively. In no case his or her
knowledge should be deficient. A teacher fails to teach
the students successfully if he or she has poor
knowledge of the subject.

English as we know is a difficult subject and it
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is taught as a compulsory subject not only in schools
butalso in colleges. So the English teachers having
good knowledge of the subject should be very sincere
and punctual in taking classes. A teacher negligentof
his or her duties and responsibilities fails to teach the
students properly. Consequently the pass percentage
of the students in the subject becomes very low. I
was very conscious of it while teaching the students
the subject. My colleagues also were not negligent of
their duties and responsibilities. In fact we sailed in
the same boat with the purpose of making the students
learn the lessons sincerely so that they may make g00d
result in the final examinations.

Iserved as a teacher not only this college, but
also as many as three high schools and one more
college at Sorbhog in the then district of Kamrup. It
all these institutions, I was well-known as a g°°d
teacl}er and the students also showed no disrespect
or misbehavior to me. My experience is that a teacher
who teachers well earns popularity amongst the
students and is loved and respected by one and all
Nc.:edless to say, a teacher should in no case
misbehave a student. Decent behaviour of a teacher
towards his or her students helps him or her have
personality that draws love, respect and admiration
from the students. In no case, a student misbehaves 2
teacher ifhe or she is handled properly.

During my service career | found only a feW
students putting questions to me in the class in regard
to the topic discussed. I tried my best to solve any
problems faced by them in the class. Any questions
from them were dealt with, by me to their satisfaction-
Spme teachers try to avoid the queries if they find it
difficult to deal with them properly. This indirectly
reveals his or her poor knowledge of the subject taught
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and at the same time badly affects his or her reputation
as a good teacher. A teacher should be conscious of
jtand try his or her best to solve any problems faced
by the students in the class. If necessary, he or she
may take time to find out the solution of the problems
ifany.

Apart from the general classes, we had to take
coaching classes a few months before the final
examination. Coaching classes are very important at
the college level as individual attention cannot be paid
to each and every student in a general class. The huge
class especially the HS class was divided into several
groups of about twenty five students each for the
coaching class. In the coaching classes, we usually
taught the students the grammar lesson included in
the course. They must have a good understanding of
English grammar and with this end in view, I discussed
the grammatical rules on the topics selected in the
course. Itis to be noted that some students were very
interested in English grammar . They put several
questions to me for their clear understanding . I tried
my best to make them understand the rules fully. In
the general classes they simply listened to the lectures
we delivered, but in the coaching classes, they not
only listened to what we discussed, but also engaged
themselves practically with pen and paper to solve
any problemsthey faced. The written tasks were given
and they tried to answer the questions on grammar.
To speak frankly, the students benefited much in the
coaching classes. So much importance should be given
to the tutorial or coaching classes at the college level.

Needless to say, we the members of the teaching
staff of the college, helped the students in the
extracurricular activities including music, sport,
recitation and quiz programmers every year. Proper
guidance was also given to them in their cultural
activities. They successfully displayed their talents in
all the activities mentioned above. My experience is
that a teacher should not only teach the students but
also help and guide them properly in all other fields of
activities. In fact they should help them build a better
future and make them the proper citizens of the country
. About five times, I was placed in charge of the
college magazine “The Jawaharjyoti” to be published

yearly. I helped and properly guided the Editor in
bringing out the magazine successfully. I gained much
experience in my effort to bring out he college
magazine, It is worth mentioning thata teacher’s duty
is not only to teach the students, but also to help and
guide them properly in all other activities.

During my service career, I came across a
numbser of students who were negligent of their duties
and responsibilities. In fact they were not interested
in their studies and even they were not respectful of
their teachers. Very often they did not attend classes
at all. Asa result when the examination was drawing
near they failed to understand the textual matters
though they went through them. Finding no other
means, they resorted to copy in the examination hall
and so were expelled from the examination hall . Thus
they spoiled their bright future. It is to be noted that
the students devoted to their studies, respectful of
their teachers obedient to their guardians and
disciplined in all walks of life are sure of achieving
success in life.

It is to be noted that a few lucky students were
elected secretaries of the students’ Union of the
College for ayear. They undoubtedly discharged their
duties and responsibilities with great efficiency. But
some of them though good students, were very
irregular in attending classes and even were least
interested in their studies. The result was that they
could not fare well in the examination and failed. Such
members of the Union Body should bear in mind that
they should be wholly devoted to their studies in
addition to their activities as secretaries. In fact they
should not neglect their studies as they are to fulfill
their ambitions in life and build a better future.

I still remember my beloved students who have
been serving in offices and institutions after their
successful academic career. They still show proper
respect to me as I happen to meet them on the road
or anywhere else. Last but no least, I wish the
celebration of the golden jubilee of the college on its
50" anniversary all success and hope that this institution
will go on inviting the lovers of learning to it for their
bright future.
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