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Role ol Janshikshan Sansthan in Providing
Continuing Education with Sepcial Reference
lo Boko Development Block of Kamrup
District, Assam

Mrs, Bijaya [Deka *
Dr. Bibhuti Bhusan Panda **

L. Introduction:

Education is a continuous process of development and also a powerful tool of
transforming an individual‘s attitude, The aim of formal education is to help the
individual for harmonious development and equip a person to discharge clfectively
his or her duties and responsibilities in life, John Dewey (1859-1952) defined
“Education is the development of all those capabilitics in the individual which will
enable him to control his environment and fulfil his possibilitics,” Swami Vivekananda
(1963-1902) viewed “Education is the manifestation of divine perfection already in
man,"” ‘

Lducation brings light into individual’s life cradicating  backwardness, curing
disease, providing justice and equality in life and helping us to be a good citizen, But
cvery individual is not capable of receiving the formal education within the stipulated
time frame scheduled by the formal education system. Several reasons contribute in
this ficld to restrict these persons Lo enter the arena of formal cducation during
schooling period. Batitis inevitable that 1o built a Strong socicty or a strong nation,
people of all section of socicty must be cducated Internationa| Education Commission
by UNESCO (1972) Report entitled “lLearning To Be” highlighted for the first time
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the failures of formal education system, 1t stressed on need for development of Non -
formal Education Programme,

2. Non formal Edueation:

Non-formal Education is a system of life-long, education where learning integrated
with work life, Itenables individuals to refresh and update their knowledge and also
helps them to be more practieal in life,

Non-formal education is imparted through difTerent ways like open school system,
open university, correspondence course, summer institutes, postal tuition, television
programme, radio broadeasting programme, e-education ete. It has been named
differently , under different circumstances , situations and time, e.g. Adult Education,
Social Education, Mass Education, Community Education, Public Education, Basic
Education, Functional Literacy, Continuing Education ete,

3. Concept of Continuning Education:

‘Continuing cducation® refers to that part of education, which takes place after
{he education of initial or basic (elementary) education. It is a vision of the learning
society, in which education is freely nceessible to all, and relevant to the interest and
¢ultural values of learner. 1t takes Place in formal institution, through non —formal
provisions like part-time evening courses . It may also be possible even in informal
sitting not usually thought of as educational. It meets the needs of the learner at his or
her actual stage of knowledge of awareness. It may be illiteracy, semi-literacy or high
qualifications honed by professional experience.

Continuing education imphasises the education that never stops As for instance,
the neo-literate may travel from adult literacy to post literacy to continuing  education;
or in case of people or a higher level, students may opt for continuing with courses after
passing school. People may discontinue education at various stages due to several reasons
and may wish to resume his education ata later period, It may mean that education may
occure repeatedly afier break, The concept of *Learning society’ (UNESCO,1972) means
the society which provides continuous learning opportunities to all section of the
people It is an inclusive concept, which engulfall the meaning of continuing education
and provides educational possibilities for all. According to this report a learning society
is one in which all agencies of a society are educational providers, not just those engaged
in learning taking full advantage of the opportunities provided by the learning society.

Continuing education covers diverse methods as independent study broadcast,
videotape, online, and other forms of distance learning, group discussion and study
circle, conferences, seminars, workshop; full or part-time classroom study. There is no
specific formal or length for this type of programme; some may take a weekend while
others can span weceks or even months.
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The programme includes literacy classes for illiterate, platform for discussion,
opportunities to learn new skills, for improvement of quality of life, activities for
recreation or leisure time activities, income-generating vocational skills and information

window.

The continuing education scheme is multi-faceted and enjoys supreme flexibility
to allow grassroots community participation. NLM, Continuing Education Centres and
Nodal Continuing Education Centres etc. are the principal mode of implementing
continuing education programmes. The University Grants Commission (UGC) has
played a key role in shaping the character of Universities Adult Education in India
since the launching of National Adult Education programme in 1978. Besides Govt.
efforts some NGOs also tried to help in providing continuing education in rural areas
of the country. Like other NGOs JSS, Kamrup also provides various programmes for
the upliftment of life style of under previleged people particularly women folk by
offering continuing education in Kamrup district of Assam.

5. Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) Kamrup :

Jan Shikshan Sansthan Kamrup (JSS) is an Institute of People’s Education
(IPE) which was established in the year 2003 under the aegis of Gyan Vigyan Samiti,
Assam. JSS, Kamrup aims to promote educational, vocational skills and awareness
programmes for life improvement of trainees. It has been offering various courses
for skill up gradation. Over the years JSS, Kamrup has taken up a iumber of activities
and programmes viz. cutting and tailoring, weaving, traditional weaving, motor driving,
food processing, flower and doll making, candle production, embossing, painting, beauty
culture and health care etc. to develop the occupational skill, awareness and promote
continuing education among the underprivileged particularly of weaker section of
women. Since its inception JSS, Kamrup has provided vocational training to near about
30000 beneficiaries making them self-sufficient. Theéy are engaged in many sectors
like self-employment, wage employment, some are though not earning but supplementing
their domestic income in indirect way. Besides these training programmes many life
enrichment education like Total Literacy Campaign (TLC), Post Literacy and Continuing
Education and AIDS Awareness and Life Enrichment Education including Right to
Information Act, 2005, Panchayati raj Awareness, Women and Child Health, Nutrition,
National Integration, Rights and Duties of Indian Citizen, Eradication of Superstition,
Environmental Education, Consumer Awareness, Eye Care, Sanitation, Breast Feeding,
First AID etc. which are beneficial for day to day life. As a result more women are able
to take part in socio-political and cultural field. As they are economically sound in
comparison to their earlier positions they are now able to take part in decision making
process not only in their family matter but also in social life, JSS, Kamrup has been
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working in the field of continuing education in 17 Blocks of Kamrup District of Assam
including Boko Development Block.

6.Significance if the study:

Continuing education is very helpful to those people who ,for some reason could
not get sufficient education or complete their education in stipulated time but  still
have keen desire to acquire knowledge either for own sake or for improving their
prospects in life or for functioning as better citizen of society.

The citizen today needs to be dynamic and keeps pace with the changing
world. Even those who are highly qualified in formal system must continue to learn to
compete with the challenges of society and also to meet the demand of global society.
Deep rooted traditions and rigid attitudes to social changes and progress often hamper
the socio —economic development of a developing country like India. It has not been
possible to provide opportunities for higher education to all sections of the community
through regular and formal courses. On the other hand to meet the needs of the ever
universe of knowledge and to help in understanding and communicating new ideas and
techniques. In this context JSS, Kamrup has strived hard to ameliorate the conditions

of the underprivileged, particularly women in the spirit of NGO‘s with a missionary
zeal by providing continuing education .
7. Statement of the problem:

On the basis of the discussion held so far the study is entitled as “Role of Jan
Shikshan Sansthan, Kamrup in providing continuing education with special reference
1o Boko Development Block of Kamrup District, Assam”

8. Objectives: The objectives of the study are as follows : .

1). To study the role played by JSS. Kamrup in providing continuing education
among ST, SC and women in Boko Development Block.

ii. To find out the role played by JSS , Kamrup in providing continuing

education particularly to the illiterate and neo-literate
6. Research question :

(1) How far JSS Kamrup has been successful in providing continuing education
to the ST,SC and women ?

(it) What has been the role of JSS, Kamrup in providing continuing education
to the illiterate and neo -literate ?
9. Study area :

Boko Development Block is situated in the South Kamrup district of Assam and

Southern part of the river Brahmaputra. The Block is bounded by Chamaria Revenue

Circle land on the North and Chhaygaon Revenue Circle land in the East, by Maghalava
state on the South and by Goalpara district on the West.
10. Delimitation of the study :

(i) The study is confined to Boko Development Block only.
(167)
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(ii) The study is confined to continuing education only.
(iii) The study is limited to 118 women in the age group of 15-35 only,

11. Design of the study: The study has been designed under different heaq viz.:

11.1 Sample: In order to collect the relevant data for t.he study, thf’: mvcstr.ga.to,-
selected 118 beneficiaries. For that purpose first of all a list of vocatlona! training
programmes executed by the JSS, Kamrup at different development blocks d uring ?007.
2012 were collected from the office of JSS, Kamrup, Assam. Then the 1nvc§t|gator
selected 5 vocational programmes under Boko Development.BIock. Regarding the
selection of beneficiaries only those beneficiaries were considered who have been
recognized as deprived and underprivileged group of the society. Most of them belong
to ST, SC, OBC and women. Their educational status is between class IV to XII. Keeping
the nature of study the investigator selected the beneficiaries by using random sampling
method. Table 1 shows the details of the selected vocational courses, number of
beneficiaries and duration.

Table 1: Details of selected vocational courses, number of sample beneficiaries
and duration.

Sl. No Name ofthe vocational Number of | Duration
Programmes beneficiaries
1 Artificial flower and doll making 20 2 months
2 Beauty culture & Health care 15 3 months
3 | Cuting&Tallorig | 26 | 3Months
4 Food Processing 25 15 Days
5 | TrdtonalWeavig | 32 | 3Months |
Total 118
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Table 2 shows details of easte and edwentional

oclive voeational status of sample

111'1“"" e

'0“1‘5"
Category ] SC 1 ooC | Gen | Uierae "'”f‘r.n(j Nen -
litarate st
Artificial flower ity
and doll 12 “ A 1 " 1 |
making %
Beauty culture 4
& health care $ 3 15
Cutting &
Tailoring ; 4 7 7 0 1 a Ll %
Bl Fod
Processing | 5 1 6 2| %
Traditional 3
Weaving - 18 1 3l 1 - i

37 9 51 21 106 10 l 118

3.4 Method: present study is conducted under descriptive survey methods

3.5 Data: The study based on primary and secondary data.

3.6 Tools: The investigator developed an attitude questionnaire to collect
data. The attitude questionnaire consisted of § statements and aimed 1o assess the role
of JSS, Kamrup in providing continuing education at Boko Development Block,

The attitude questionnaire was design (ollowing Likert method. Though JSS,
Kamrup provides more than 12 vocational training programmes in this locality only
five training programmes selected for the study.

isited the selected vicinity and

Analysis of data: The investigator personally v
through the attitude

approach the concern respondents and colleeted  data
questionnaire ,
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I the present study high score on the attitude seale indicates (he presence of g
posttive attitude toward continuing edueation. The Higher the score presumably the
better will be attitude towards continuing education. The low score indicales unfavorable
attitude. The results in this study have been interpreted accordingly. Table-3 shows (e
Attitude score of beneficiaries towards continuing education,

Table 3 Attitude scores of beneficiaries towards continuing

SI'No Statement RN Favorable | Unfavorable
Favorable
Acquired life
1 enrichment 44 (37.29) | 48(4068) | 26 (22.03)
education

Acquired life

) enrichment 20(16.95) | 77(65.25) | 21 (17.80)
education '

Answer of right
and

3 . | |

responsibilities 38(32.20) | 37(31 36) [ 43 (36.44)

of good citizen

Regarding
4 | customers care 36 (30.51) | 62 (52.54) 20 (16.95)
and rights

Leading a

respectable life S1(43.22) | 53(44.92) | 1 (11.86)

Figure in the brackets are percentage values
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ltis ovident from the Tablo 3 that 37.29% respondents trained in food processing,
teaditional weaving, eatting Tuiloring, Deauty Culture & Health care and artificial
ower and doll making at Boko Development block have highly favourable attitude
towards life envichment education. 10.68% have favourable attitude, Thus, the combined
percentage ol these two shows that 77.97% respondent have favourable attitude towards
lite envichment education leaving 22.03% in unfavourable category.

Irom the Table 3 itis seen that 16,95% respondents trained in food processing,
traditional weaving, cutting & Tailoring, Beauty Culture & Health care and artificial
lower and doll making at Boko Development block have highly favourable attitude
towards understanding the value of leisure time. 65.25% respondent have favourable
attitude, Thus, the combined percentage of these two shows that 82.20% respondents
have favourable attitude towards understanding the value of leisure time putting 17.80%
into unfavourable category.

[t is evident from the Table 3 that 32.20 % respondents trained in food processing,
traditional weaving, cutting & Tailoring, Beauty Culture & Health care and artificial
flower and doll making at Boko Development block have highly favourable attitude
towards right and responsibilities of a good citizen. 31.36%% have favourable attitude.
Thus, the combined percentage of these two shows that 63.56% respondent have
favourable attitude towards right and responsibilities of a good citizen. The remaining
36.44% respondent are in unfavourable category.

~ Itisevident from the Table 3 that 30.51 % respondents trained in five respective
vocational programmes have highly favourable attitude towards customers care and
rights.52,54% have lavourable attitude. Thus, the combined percentage of these two
shows that 83.05% respondent have favourable attitude towards right and responsibilities
of a good citizen leaving 16.95 % respondent in unfavourable category.

It is evident from the Table 3 that 43.22 % respondents trained in same at Boko
Development block have highly favourable attitude towards leading a respectable life.
44.92 %% have favourable attitude. Thus, the combined percentage of these two shows
that 82.20% respondent have favourable attitude towards leading a respectable life
putting 11.22% respondent into unfavourable category.

Fig.1 shows the graphical representation of attitude scores of beneficiaries
towards

(171)
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8. Findings: On the basis of the above analysis the following ﬁndiﬁgs have been
obtained.. |

The various categories of trainees in general have favourable attitude towards
JSS programmes and they opined training by JSS has developed their occupational
skills.

A large number (77.97%) of respondents trained in food processing, traditional
weaving, cutting- tailoring, beauty culture and health care and artificial flower and doll
making have favourable attitude towards life enrichment education.

. This indicates that this training has been playing an effective role in proving
continuing education particularly to ST, SC and women.

Likewise a majority (82.20%) of beneficiaries have favourable attitude towards
value of leisure time. It shows that this training has been playing avital role in providing
continuing education.

A large number(63.56%) of respondents trained in same have favourable attitude
towards rights and responsibilities of a good citizen whereas 83.05% of beneficiaries
have favourable attitude towards customers care and rights,

On the other hand majority (88.14%) of respondent have favourable attitude
towards leading a respectable life. This indicates that this training has been playing an
effective role in proving continuing education to particularly ST, SC , and women as
well as illiterate and neo- literate.

9. Suggestion: The study was conducted on 118 beneficiaries who were trained
in five vocational programmes rendered by JSS, Kamrup, Assam. The findings reported
in this study are significant but it has few limitations also. The investigator from her
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cxperience in conducting the study would like (o recommend the follow

: : ing for furt|

esearch by other nvestigators. é rther
(i) This study can be replicated on a large sample to examine the role of JSS iy

pm\,iding continuing education ,

(if) An analytical study of various JSS may be conducted,

(iii) Role of JSS in developing SHG among the women may be examined
(iv) The contribution of the JSS towards national economy may be assesséd

10. Conclusion:

National progress depends upon the hard work, energy, selflessness and devotion
of the individual of a country. People can improve work efficiency and productivity
through continuing education which contributes a lot to the economic growth of a natjon.
tis true that it is impossible to imagine the progress of a nation without the contribution
of women. The extensive role of women begins with the family and expands to the
different organs of the society in building up a healthy and civilized nation. Therefore
women should be capable enough to save themselves from all kinds of discrimination
and exploitation which also resembles their personality development. As continuing
education is a tool for improving life, it may help to promote social equity, justice,
peace and harmony among the people. Along with the Govt., NGOs and other sections
of the society should come forward with positive mind to help women folk in uplifting
their position in the society. From that point of view, JSS, Kamrup has been playing a
significant role in providing continuing education to women folk of society since its

inception. It has really performed rewarding achievement in educating women through
informal system.
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