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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that an E-Magazine titled ‘POLITIKA’ is being
published by the Dept. of Political Science, J.N. College, Boko. I am very hopeful that it will
reflect diversity of thought process and manifestation of creativity among students of this
college. The initiative taken by the Department for promoting academic writings on different
aspects among students and teachers through this E-Magazine is quite commendable. I wish all
success for the publication of the Dept. of Political Science and continuance such good works for
academic development of the college. I hope this E-Magazine will be an academic asset of

Jawaharlal Nehru College, Boko.

Om\w&’

(Dr. Tapan Dutta)
Principal
Jawaharial Nehru Coliege
Boko




The more you write the more you
learn — keeping in this mind the Department of
Political Science, Jawaharlal Nehru College, Boko
planned to publish an E-Magazine especially for
the college students. To go with the digital world
for the first time the concept of E-Magazine is
adopted by our department so that the writings of
our students can be published globally. We believe
this E-Magazine ‘POLITIKA” will give a platform to
the students to write their views on different
aspects. As an editor of this E-Magazine, | am very
much thankful to all those authors who have
contributed their articles. | convey my sincere
gratitude to the respected Principal Sir of the
college, Vice-Principal Madam, Coordinator of
Gandhian Study Center, Head of the Department
& the colleagues of our department for helping
and cooperating me all the way.

Bapukan Saikia

Editor

Assistant Professor

Dept. of Political Science
Jawaharlal Nehru College, Boko
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Feminismin

International Relations
(view of Liberal Feminism)

The academic interest of Feminism in
International Relations started only from
the late 1980s despite the fact that it had
begun in the various academic disciplines
from literature to psychology to history. The
end of the cold War and the re-evaluation of
traditional international relations theory
during 1990s opened up a space for gendering
IR.

Feminist perspective of International
Relations concentrates on raising gender
concerns and issues in the discipline. It
involves a study of how gender affects power
relation and interactions among international
actors. Itis based on the experiences and role
of women in IR and represents a new
dimension in the discipline "International
Relations have been a gender construction in
which both men and women are essentially
involved but currently these have remained
dominated by masculinity and abject male
domination which needs to be addressed for
ensuring equitable share of both men and
women in all areas of IR- diplomatic, war and
peace, economic, social, cultural, political,
bilateral, regional, transnational,
multinational, and global relations among all

Sumi Bharali

B.A. 6" Semester (Honours)
Dept. of Political Science
J.N. College, Boko

international actors." Feminism can be
described as the broad ideology which
strongly upholds the need for securing equal
status, equal rights and equal role of women
in all areas of social life. It projects both the
case for the elimination of male dominationin
society as well as the need for securing a
society characterised equity, equality ,equal
rights and freedoms, equal status and role,
equal opportunities for development,
equitable rewards and responsibilities for
both menand women.

Feminism is the advocacy of the rights of
women as it explain why women have been
disadvantaged compared to men. Also it is
based on female perspective of how
International Relations are formed thereby
encouraging gender equality. In other words
the essence of feminism in the International
Relations is to study and analyse how politics
are determined in the world today, talking
cognisance of the role that men and women
play in the decision-making process thereby
how females perspectives has influenced the
foreign policy in particular and International
Relationsin general.

Liberal Feminism pay more attention on
the integration of women into the



overwhelmingly male dominance in foreign
policy making and the military. For liberals,
men and women are equal . They believes
that when women are allowed to participate
in International Relations, 'they play the game
the same way as men do, with similar results.
In most states , these vacations are the
exclusive preserve of men. For example, in
1995, the world diplomatic delegation to the
UN General Assembly was 80% male overall,
and the heads of those delegation were 97%
male, senior managers at the International
Monetary Fund were 92% male. The US
Military with one of the highest proportion of
women anywhere in the world is still about
85% male.

According to the Liberal Feminist, the
consequences of this gender imbalance are
that apart from the effect that such
discrimination has on the status of women is
to waste talent .They are of the opinion that
women have the same capabilities as men;
the inclusion of women in traditionally male
occupation would bring additional capable
individuals into those areas. Gender equality
would thus increase national capabilities by
giving the state a better pool of diplomats,
generals, soldiers and politicians.

In support of their argument that on
average, women handle power just as men do,
Liberal Feminist point to the many examples of
women who have served in such positions.
There is nothing particularly feminist in their
behaviour in office that distinguishes these
leaders from their male counterpart. Female,
state leaders do not appear to be any more
peaceful or any less committed to state
sovereignty and territorial integrity than are
male leaders. It has even been suggested that
women in power tend to be more aggressive.
A clear example is Margaret Thatcher of
Britain in the 1980. She went to warin 1982 to
recover the Falkland Islands from Argentina.

Among middle powers, Indira Gandhi led
India against Pakistan in 1971, as did Israel's
Gold Meir against Egyptand Syriain 1973.

At the end one of the important
achievements of the feminist contribution to IR
has been to disclose the extent to which the
whole field is gendered . The range of subject
studied within the boundaries of the
discipline, its central concerns and motives,
the contend of empirical research, the
assumptions of theoretical models and the
corresponding lack of female participation,
both in academic and elite circles all
combined to marginalize women. It makes
women's roles and issues in the international
realm invisible. The discipline of IR shows a
man's world because of the dominance of
men's practice and its masculinist under
pinnings. Success is measured in terms of
power, autonomy and self - reliance, all of
which come under masculine virtues .Having
established the discipline of IR as a male -
dominated masculinist field, feminists have
moved on to focus their energy on reclaiming
women and feminity from the margins.
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Fundamental
Rights of
Indian

Constitution : A brief stu

The Fundamental Rights were included in
the 1%t Draft Constitution (February,
1948), the 2" Draft Constitution (17 October,
1948) and the 3" and final Draft Constitution
(26 November, 1949) being prepared by the
Drafting Committee. Fundamental Rights are
those rights of an individual that are
enforceable by court of law. During the
national struggle our leaders indicated that in
the constitution set up in free India people
would be granted certain rights. Constitution
guarantees for the human rights of our people
were one of the persistent demands of our
leaders throughout the freedom struggle.
Fundamental Rights in India are elaborated
and exhaustive.

Article 12 to 35 (Six Fundamental
Rights) contained in Part Ill of the Constitution
deal with Fundamental Rights. These are:

(1) Right to Equality: (Article 14-18)
guarantees equal rights for everyone,
irrespective of religion, gender, caste,
including equality before law, prohibition of
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discrimination on grounds of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth and equality of
opportunity in matters of employment. This
rights also includes the abolition of titles as
well as untouchability.

(2) Right to Freedom of Speech and
Expression: (Article 19-22) It includes
assembly, association or union, movement,
freedom of assembly without arms, freedom
to move anywhere in the country, freedom of
profession or occupation (some of these
rights are subject to security of the State,
friendly relations with foreign countries,
public order, decency or morality).

(3) Right against Exploitation: (Article 23-24)
prohibiting all forms of forced labour, child
labour and traffic in human beings. This right
alsoimplies the prohibition of trafficin human
beings, beggar. It prohibits the employment of
children under 14 years in hazardous
conditions.

(4) Right to Freedom of Religion: (Article 25-
28) This indicates the secular nature of Indian
polity. There is equal respect given to all



religions. There is freedom of conscience,
profession, practice and propagation of
religion, freedom to manage religious
affairs, freedom to pay taxes for promotion
of any particular religion, freedom to attend
religious instructions or worship in certain
educationalinstitutions.

(5) Cultural and Educational Rights: (Article
29-30)These rights protect the rights of
religious, cultural and linguistic minorities.
It includes protection of language, culture
of minorities, right of minorities to establish
educational institutions are for ensuring
education for everyone without any
discrimination.

(6) Right to Constitutional Remedies:
(Article 32-35)This right guarantees
remedies if citizens’ fundamental rights are
violated. When these rights are violated,
the aggrieved party can approach the
courts. Citizens can even go directly to the
Supreme Court which can issue rights for
enforcing fundamental rights. Right to

move the courts to issue
directions/orders/writs for enforcement of
rights.

Fundamental Rights are different
from ordinary legal rights in the manner in
which they are enforced. Some of the
fundamental rights are available to all
citizens while the rest are for all the
persons. Fundamental Rights are of no use
until we use our rights for the betterment of
our society. Only written things are of no
use until we make it in our practice.
Fundamental Rights are those rights that
we are guaranteed to each and every citizen
by the Indian Constitution.

If any of these rights are violated,
any individual can approach the High
Court/Supreme Court directly.

References
e English Wikipedia
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Cultural relativism is the idea that
a person's beliefs and practices should be
understood based on that person's own
culture . Proponents of cultural relativism
also tend to argue that the norms and
values of one culture should not be
evaluated using the norms and values of
another. It was established as axiomatic in
anthropological research by Franz Boas
in the first few decades of the 20th century
and later popularized by his students . The
first use of the term recorded in the Oxford
English Dictionary was by philosopher
and social theorist Alain Locke in 1924 to
describe Robert Lowie's "extreme cultural
relativism ", found in the latter's 1917 book
Culture and ethnology . The term became
common among anthropologists after
Boas' death in 1942, to express their
synthesis of a number of ideas he had
developed. Boas believed that the sweep
of cultures, to be found in connection with
any subspecies, is so vast and pervasive
that there cannot be a relationship
between culture and race. Cultural
relativism involves specific
epistemological and methodological
claims. Whether or not these claims
necessitate a specific ethical stance is a
matter of debate. the popularization of
cultural relativism after World War Il was
somehow a reaction to such historical
events as nazism, and to colonialism,
ethnocentrism and racism more generally.
Some people worry that the concept of
culture can also be abused and
misinterpreted. If one culture behaves one
way, does that mean all cultures can

Cultural Relativism
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behave that way as well! For example,
many countries and international
organizations oppose the act of whaling
(the fishing of whales) for environmental
reasons. These environmental
organizations say that there are not many
whales left and such fishing practices
should be stopped. However, other
countries argue that whaling is a cultural
practice that has been around for
thousands of years. Because it may be
part of a country’s oceanic culture, this
country may say that such a cultural
practice should not be opposed based on
cultural differences, say, by an inland
country that does not understand. Who
gets to define what a moral cultural
behavior is? Is whaling immoral? Two
different cultures may have very different
answers, as we saw in the above
example. Another more extreme instance
would be female genital cutting in some
parts of the world. Locally, it is argued that
the practice has cultural roots, but such a
practice has raised concerns among
many international human rights
organizations.

Anthropologists say that when we
think about different cultures and
societies, we should think about their
customs in a way that helps us make
sense of how their cultural practices fit
within their overall cultural context. For
example, having several wives perhaps
makes economic sense among herders
who move around frequently. Through
such an understanding, polygamy makes
cultural sense.



Indian Cricketer
Smrriti Shriniwas
Mandhana
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Smriti Shriniwas mandhana is an Indian
cricketer who plays for the Indian
women's National team. Mandhana was born
on 18 july 1996 in Mumbai, Maharashtra to
Smita and Sriniwas Mandhana in a Marwari
family. Her brother Shravan played cricket at
the district level. She was inspired to take up
cricket after watching her brother play at the
Maharashtra state under-16s tournaments. At
the age of nine she was selected in the
Maharashtra's under-15 team. At eleven she
was picked for the Maharashtra under-19s
team.

Mandhana's family is closely involved in
her cricketing activities. Her father Sriniwas a
chemical distributor takes care of her cricket
program. Her mother Smita is in charge of her
diet clothing and other organisational aspects
and her brother Shravan still bowls to her in
the nets. Her first major breakthrough camein
October 2013 when she became the first
Indian woman to achieve a double hundred in
a one-day game. In a game against Gujarat
where she was playing for Maharashtra, she
scored an unbeaten 224 off just 150 balls in
the west zone under-19 tournament at the
alembic cricket ground in Vadodara.

She is a left handed opening batswoman
who can also ball part time right arm medium
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pace as well. In June 2018, the board of
control for cricket in India (BCCI) named her as
the "Best Women's International Cricketer" of
that year. She also received the honorable
'Arjuna Award ' earlierin 2018. She is only the
second Indian cricketer to feature in a foreign
T20 league, has a world cup century against
her name, another one is Australia, a double
ton in domestic one day competition all at the
age of 20. In December 2018, the
International Cricket Council (ICC) awarded
her with the Rachael Heyhoe - Flint award for
the best female cricketer of the year.

SmritiMandhana is a well-rounded batter
today and looked at ease in the series against
England. She also hummered a century in
Indians first-ever pink-ball test against
Australia. Every time she walks out to bat, she
looks calm, composed and it ease.




In a democracy, political parties are one
of the most important institutions. For most
people, democracy is synonymous with
political parties. It is critical to understand the
nature and operation of political parties.
However, knowledge of political parties does
not always imply favourable attitudes toward
them among the general public’s a result, the
topic of whether political parties are essential
in a democracy naturally arises in people’s
minds. One of the most visible institutions in a
democracy is political parties. To form a
government, political parties are required.
Candidates from several political parties
compete in elections at the federal, state and
local levels. Political parties use internal
methods to choose the candidates who will

Kunal Kalita
B.A. 2"? Semester
J.N. College, Boko
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run in elections. Political parties develop
policies and programmes and influence public
opinion. After political parties win elections,
they form governments and execute policies
based on the manifestos of the winning
parties. If political parties lose elections, they
sit in opposition in Parliament or the state
legislature, observing or criticizing the
government’s policies and activities

Introduction to Political Party

A Political party is a collection of people
who band together to run for office and
control the government. All political parties
have policies and programmes aimed at
promoting the common good in society. They
attempt to persuade individuals that their



policies are superior to those of others. They
hope to put their policies into effect by
garnering popular support in elections.
Political parties reflect a society’s underlying
political divisions. All of the parties favour a
particular segment of society, resulting in
partnership.

The part a party represents, the policies
it supports and the interests it defends define
it. Three elements make up a political party:

1. The decision makers.

2. Active participants.

3. Followers.

Functions of a Political Party

e A political party contests elections by
putting up candidates.

e|ln countries like the USA, the
candidates are selected by members and
supporters of a party.

* On the other hand, in countries like
India, the candidates are chosen by top party
leaders.

¢ Every party has different policies and
programmes. Voters make a choice in
accordance with the policies and
programmes liked by them.

* In a democratic country, a large group
of people that has certain similar opinions
group together and form a party. Then, give a
direction to the policies adopted by the
government.

* Those parties which lose elections
form the opposition. They voice different
views and criticise the government for their
failures and mobilize opposition to the
government.

e Political parties shape public opinion.
With the help of the pressure groups, the
parties launch movements for solving
problems faced by the people.

eParties even offer access to
government machinery and welfare schemes.
The local party leader serves as a link
between the citizen and the government
officer.
Importance of Political Parties

A democracy cannot exist without the
presence of a political party. This is clear from
the function performed by the political
parties. In case, there are no political parties
then:

¢ Every candidate in the election would
be an independent candidate. Any individual
candidate does not have the efficiency to
promise any major policy change to the
people. In such a scenario, no one will be
responsible for how the countryisrun.

¢ In the long run, only a representative
democracy can survive. Political parties are
the agencies that gather different views on
various issues and present them to the
government.

¢ Society need a system to support or
constrain the government, as well as to
formulate, justify, and reject policies. Every
representative government’s needs are met
by political parties.

¢ In numerous Indian states, non-party
based Panchayat elections are held. The
parties do not formally compete here. It is
common knowledge that the hamlet is
divided into several groups, each of which
nominates a slate of candidates. This makes
the political party necessary.

The Party System
There are three types of party systems:
¢ One Party System.
e Two Party System.
e Multi Party System.



One Party System

In a one-party system, there is no
competition in this system. Here, the lone
party nominates the candidates and the
voters have only two choicesi.e.

e Nottovoteatall, or

e Write ‘yes’ or ‘no’ against the name of
the candidates nominated by the party.

Such a political system has been
prominent in authoritarian regimes and
communist countries such as China, North
Korea and Cuba. Before the collapse of
communism, this system was also prevalentin
USSR.

Two Party System

In a two-party system, the power shifts
between two major, dominant parties. So, for
winning the elections, the winner will have to
get the maximum number of votes. However,
know that maximum number of votes is not
equivalent to a majority of votes.

So, the smaller parties tend to merge
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with the bigger parties or they drop out of
elections. Such a parliamentary system
prevails in Canada and Great Britain, in which
there are two parties holding the maximum
numbers of seats.

Multi Party System

The third and the most common form of
government is the multiparty system. In such
a system, there are three or more parties
which have the capacity to gain control of the
government separately orin a coalition.

In case, no party achieves a clear
majority of the legislative seats, then several
parties join forces and form a coalition
government. Countries like India, follow a
multi-party system.

Bibliography
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26/11 : The Nightmare

Everything stopped, People were stood like
statues all-around people in cars men in
bicycle's, babies in prams all lifeless, frozen in
time. It's Always said that life is unpredictable
and un-steady, things change just in a pace of
time no wonder what did just happen.
Remembering 26/11, one of the darkest days
of Indian history. Not even Indian but also the
darkest days in the history of the world. On 26
November, 2008 a series of terrorist attack
took place when 10 members of Lashkar-e-
Taiba, Islamic terrorist organization from
Pakistan, carried out 12 coordinated shooting
and bombing attacks lasting for 4 days across
Mumbai. The attack began on 26 November
and lasted until 29th November around which

Mandeep Roy

B.A. 4" semester (Honours)
Dept. of Political science
J.N. College, Boko

atotal of 175 people died including 9 attackers
and more than 300 were wounded. On 29
November Indian National Security Guards
(NSG) conducted operation (Black Tornado)
and secured the perimeter and rescued the
souls.

Among the terrorist Ajmal Amir Kasab the sole
surviving attacker was captured by the
Mumbai Police, Tukaram Omble in this
process he lost his life, after exhausting all
legal remedies under the Indian Judicial
system Kasab was hanged in November 21°t
2012 later it was also found that this
organization was completely involved with
Pakistan. No matter how many challenges
come we Indians never fail to fight back.

17



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
was adopted in 1948 and two
International Covenants were adopted in
1948 and two International covenants were
adopted in 1966 codifying the two sets of
rights mentioned in the Universal Declaration.
The two International covenants, i.e.
International Covenants on civil and political
rights and International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights came
into force from 1976. The General Assembly
also adopted two optional protocols to the
International Covenants on Civil and Political
Rights ( ICCPR) which came into force on
March 23, 1976 and the second optional
Protocol to the ICCPR for abolition of Death
Penalty in 1989 which became effective from
July 11, 1991. International Bill of Human
Rights consists of UDHR along with the
covenants and two optional protocols. Later,

Probodh Ch. Das
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the General Assembly adopted the optional
protocol to ICESCR in 2008 and came into
force on 5™ May, 2013. These documents
became the basis on which other important
Human Rights treaties were made.
The UDHR is the milestone in the history of
Human Rights, a magna cartain establishment
and recognition of human worth and dignity,
Judges of the International court of Justice
and many national courts cite the principles
contained in the UDHR in their important
decisions relating to the issues of human
rights.
Preparation of the UDHR

A committee headed by Eleanor
Roosevelt the then chairperson of UN
Commission on Human was entrusted with
the responsibility of drafting the UDHR. The
structure of the UDHR was influenced by a set
of laws formulated by Nepoleon Bonaparta,




collectively known as the Code Napoleon. The
initial draft was prepared by the Canadian
legal scholar John Peters Humphrey and
finalised by renowned French Jurist Rene
Cassin.

It was accepted by the General
Assembly resolution 217 on 10*" December,
1948. Out of a total number of 58 UN
members, 48 voted in favour, 8 abstained and
2 did not vote. Thus the draft took 18 months
from drafting till its adoption Emphasising on
the importance of the document, Eleanor
Roosevelt called it the “International Magna
Carta for Mankind”. The UDHR contains a
preamble and 30 Articles. It possesses not
only civil and political rights but also
economic, social, cultural rights.

Legal Effect of the Declaration

The UDHR was first major step and
achievement of the United Nations for
championing the cause of Human Rights . The
Declaration set a common standard of
achievement for international community. It
recognised the dignity and equal and
inalienable rights of all status of preserve and
protect human rights irrespective of the socio
economic and political ideologies of different
states.

The states were not under legal
obligations to implement the rights
incorporated in the Declaration, since it had
no legal bindings. It was simply a sum of some
recommendations . However if the General
Assembly passes a resolution by on

overwhelming majority it can constitute
generally acceptable norms of international
law. The declaration completed the
transformation of the substantive norms of
human rights from national to international
law. It is obviously the cornerstone of all
human rights activities undertaken by the
United Nations.

Influence of the UDHR

The Declaration has a profound
influence on the mankind. It has become a
common standard of achievement for all the
status in the field of Human Rights. It is a
message of hope, equality, freedom and
empowerment. It is a guiding light to all
nations committed to peace and humanity. It
has inspired all the subsequent Declarations
and international covenants concluded under
the auspicious of UN and its specialised
agencies. The Declaration or its parts and
cited by the UNGA for justification of actions
taken by the UN.

Nearly every state of the world and all
the 193 member states of the UN have
accepted the Declaration. Its Provisions have
influenced many national policies that protest
human rights. National courts of different
states very often cite its articles for
interpretation of fundamental rights
incorporated in their constitutions. It has
great influence on improving human rights
protection for vulnerable groups like women,
child, differently abled and indigenous
people.
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" Education and Equality

of opportunity

° °
in India
ne of the cherished goals of our

Oconst‘itution is to make education open
to all the people without any discrimination
between class or caste, creed or religion, man
and women. To achieve this goal varies
measures have been undertaken by the
government. Through studies it is revealed
that much changes have occurred in the
degree of educational opportunity in the
country.

Education in the pre- British India was
virtually a monopoly of the “elite” few.
Among the Hindus education was extremely
restricted and for all, except the Brahmans,
very poor in contact. The Brahmans had a
monopoly of higher education in Tols,
Vidyalayas, Chatuspathis. The medium of
instruction was Sanskrit, foreign to the people
at large. Among the Muslims, though higher
education was not a monopoly of a section
only, a few among the nobility could have
access to all. All higher education was
imparted in Arabic, a language foreign to the
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Muslim population at large. Further, the
strong ideology of patriarchy forbade the
entry of both Muslim and Hindu women in the
arena of learning.

The British rulers, motivated by the
political administrative and economic needs
of Britain in India, introduced western
education. The British adopted a two-tier
system- one with English as the medium of
instruction and the other vernacular for the
masses. In higher education English was the
only medium of instruction. This dual
educational pattern created a new urban class
of English educated Indians as distinct and
separate from the others. Education was
costly, beyond the reach of general masses of
the population who were extremely poor. The
British educational system made no attempt
to reduce educational inequalities, on the
other hand, itincreased it.

Thus at the time of independence
educational inequalities were large; there
were wide differences in the educational



opportunities for man and woman, scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the
economically low, the urban and rural people.
A dual system of education existed. Hardly any
good schools existed in villages. After
independence the scenario has changed. To
implement the constitutional directive to
make education open to all, the Central
Government and State Governments took a
number of measures. There has been
four—fold increase in the total number of
literates since 1951.

In 1986 Indian parliament adopted the
National Policy on Education (NPE) which
aimed at among others, universalisation of
elementary education by the turn of the
country, equalisation of educational
opportunities, woman’s education and
development etc. The overall aim is to
eradicate illiteracy in the age group 15-35 and
achieve free and compulsory education by
2000 A.D., thus revising the target fixed by the
constitution. Various central sponsored
schemes have been initiated to supplement
the efforts of states for achieving this target
such as “Operation Blackboard” to provide,
among others, basic amenities in education in
every primary school: non-formal education
(NFE) to provide education to school “drop
outs”, working children and out of school
children and open school system.

Education reflects the structural
inequalities in the social system. Schools are
not open to everyone and the education
system brings about a division between the
elite and the masses and it serves to
perpetuate the existing inequalities. We have
a satisfied society and a stratified pattern of
schooling- the culture of the privileged
(Particularly English-educated and
westernised) and the culture of the ruled
masses, the underprivileged and the poor.
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The very system s hierarchical in nature.

The results of several studies indicate
that the numbers of graduates from all social
classes and caste-groups and girls have
increased. However, the proportions of
graduates from each social groups has
changed little over the years. There is no clear
trend towards the elimination of inequality in
educational attainment. The influences which
flow from class/caste origin still persist. The
high class and well-to-do pupils have retained
almost intact, there historic advantage over
the manual working class and the backward
castes most of whom are poor and
agricultural labours. Professional education is
beyond the reach of pupils coming from these
groups who constitute the overwhelming
majority of the population.

Statistics on secondary education over
a relatively long time periods, however, show
a moderate and limited reduction of social
differentials in educational opportunity at the
secondary level.

The govt’s policy is also not conducive to
the reduction of inequality in education. In
1994 the Supreme Court ordered the
abolition of capitation fees for admission to
private professional colleges (medicine and
engineering). The provision of capitation fees
enabled the pupils of rich families to get
admission — the practice mostly confined to
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Following this verdict the union Human
Resources Development Ministry issued new
guidelines for merit-based admission and a
two-tier structure. Through the eligibility
criteria will be the same for the types of seats,
“payment seats” are nothing but “capitation
fees” legitimated. Inequality of opportunity
for admission to professional education in
thus maintained.
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N orth-east India which consists of
eight states, namely Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura
have a very crucial geographical location. It
is located within the geographical
coordinates of 20° N latitude to 29°30’ N
latitude and 89°46’ E longitude to 97°30’ E
longitude. Almost three sides of it is
bounded by international borders. North-
east India is connected to the rest of India
through the 22 kms stretch of land known
as ‘Siliguri corridor’ or ‘Chicken’s neck’. To
its north lies Bhutan and China, in the east
lies Myanmar, towards south lies Myanmar
and Bangladesh, and in the west lies
Bangladesh, Nepal and West Bengal. This
gives rise to its immense locational
significance as a strategic location for
international cooperation development.
North-east India is also known as the
gateway to the South-east Asian nations.
Putting thisin view, in 1991 the government
of India initiated the ‘Look East Policy’. The
‘Look East Policy’ was established then, for
substantial economic and strategic
relations with the South-east Asian
countries. Later on in 2014, the Prime
minister Narendra Modi’s government
succeeded the ‘Look East Policy’ to a more
action oriented policy, namely ‘Act East
Policy’. The main objective of ‘Act East

Policy’ is to develop connectivity. It primarily
concentrates in the promotion of economic
collaboration, cultural relations, security and
defence ties and to develop a strategic
cooperation with the nations of Indo-pacific
regions at various levels. The development of
these policies were sparked because of the
Sino-Indian war of 1962 and the continuous
threats coming from the neighbouring country
of China. To defend India from future attacks of
China or any other countries, the
strengthening of close ties with other Asian
countries, especially Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) was mandatory. The
highlighted 4C’s of Act East Policy are: Culture,
Commerce, Connectivity and Capacity
Building. Another important feature of this
policy is to secure the independence of
navigation in the Indian Ocean which is highly
disturbed by the Chinese aggravation. India
have been a part of an informal grouping
known as ‘Quad’ or Quadrilateral security
dialogue as a solution to such Chinese
aggravation. The ‘Quad’ comprises of India,
United States, Australia and Japan, which was
developed in 2017, with the motive of keeping
the sea-routes in the Indo-Pacific free from any
external influence (especially China).

There are certain initiatives taken to
enhance the connectivity of India with the
Indo-Pacific nations via North-east India. The
development of Agartala-Akhuara rail link
between India and Bangladesh is one such
example. Similarly, the Kaladan multimodal
transit transport project and the Trilateral
highway project initiation to connect north-
east India with Myanmar and Thailand was
another step taken towards connectivity. The
India-Japan Act East Forum which is
established in 2017, aimed to initiate multiple
projects under the cooperation between the
two countriesin the future. This shows the vast
strategic locational significance of North-east
India in respect to the other Asian nations.
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India and Sri Lanka
Relation :
A brief overview

In modern times no state can avoid
involvement in the international sphere. This
involvement must be systematic and based
on some well defined principles. The principle
and purpose of a state is reflected in the
foreign policy.

The basic framework of India’s foreign
policy was structured much before 1947. At
independence India was a member of 51
International organization and a signatory to
600 odd treaties. ‘Neighborhood first has
been the cordial component of India’s foreign
policy. Unless India manages its periphery
wellin the subcontinent , its pursuit of a more
significant role in the Asian region and the
world will remain suboptimal. Political and
economic crises in neighboring countries
draw India back into the subcontinent and
constrain its ability to deal with larger regional
and global issues. Adversaries like China seek
to keep India tethered in the subcontinent.
Indian Subcontinent

The Indian Subcontinent is a single
geopolitical unit with strong economic
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complementaries among its constituent
parts. It is a shared cultural space with deep
and abiding affinities among the people of
the countries located in the subcontinent
because of long and shared history . Indian
subcontinent includes the countries of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India , Maldives ,Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
India and SriLanka relations

Sri Lanka is a part of Indian
Subcontinent. India shared maritime
boundary with Sri Lanka which is situated
southern site of mainland India. The
relationship is built upon the strong
foundation of a shared cultural and socio-
economic heritage and extensive people to
people interactions over centuries of
historical relations.
Pre- independence relation : The earliest
mention of SriLanka dates back to the time
of the Ramayana. Ravana , who held Sita
captive in Lanka ,was rescued by Ram with the
help of Hanuman. India has a ancient links
with Sri Lanka since the rule of emperor



Ashoka. King Asoka sent his son Mahendra
and daughter Sanghamitra to Sri Lanka to
spread Buddhism. The relationship between
two countries is more than 2500 years old has
built upon a legacy of Intellectual intercourse
,cultural intercourse, religious intercourse
and linguistic intercourse. The north and
north east region of Sri Lanka has been
economically integrated to India. The native
people of Sri Lanka( then Ceylon ) were
colonially under the British , but were not part
of British India Empire, being administered
separately. From the 1830 onwards , British
acquired indentured labour from India,
especially from Tamil Nadu, to Ceylon. The
Tamils who were transported by the British

settled in the Northern part of Ceylon.

Post independence relation: India
became independent in 1947 while Ceylon in
1948. After Cyelon became independent, the
Sinhalese government discriminated against
Tamils. Ceylon, devised a mechanism to make
it tough for Tamils to acquire state citizenship.
They also wanted to ensure they put an end
to Tamil dominance in public services.
Through the Sinhalese language barrier, they
made it tough for Tamil administrators. In
1964, there was a Shastri- Sirimavo pact that
was signed whereby Ceylon agreed to give
three lakh Indian Tamils in Cyelon citizenship
and India also agreed to repatriate a sizeable
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number to India. However, the matter of
repatriation did not complete till 1988. After
the 1971 Indo-Pak war, Indian allegiance
shifted towards the USSR as Sri Lanka
gradually drifted towards US. Sri Lanka
advanced a liberal and open economy and
positioned Sri Lanka westward. The situation
deteriorated in 1977 and 1981 due to Tamil
Riots. Post 1980, India adopted a very
delicate policy. It is widely alleged by scholar
and theorists that India used the Research
and analysis wing to train Tamil rebels in Sri
Lanka. It was in 1976 that the Liberation of
Tamil Tigers Eelam (LTTE), a separatist and
insurgent militant force, was formed by V
Prabhakaran. The LTTE had emerged as a
powerful force and began to assert itself as
the sole representative of Tamils in Sri Lanka .
When Indira Gandhi, Jayewardene took the
help of Pakistan and the Us to get Sri Lankan
forces trained to counter the LTTE rebels. In
1987 Jayewardene formally requested India
to Oppose any kind of military intervention by
the LTTE in Sri Lanka but India failed to act. In
29 July 1987 India-Sri Lanka accord has been
signed , which assigned a certain amount of
autonomy to Tamil areas.

Sinhalese began to percieve India’s
role as an undue interference in Sinhalese
internal affairs that was not in SriLanka’s best
interests. In 1990, it ended the IPKF mission.
The IPKF was recalled to India. In 1991, the
LTTE assassinated Rajiv Gandhi and after that
many Tamil groups also began to stop
supporting LTTE . India realized the failure of
its mission.

After India open up its economy and gave
fresh outlook to explore relation with the
outside world . The major focus of India now
to ensure that Pakistan and China don’t use
SriLanka against India.

Areas of Cooperation
Economic: India Sri Lanka Free Trade



Agreement (ISFTA) in 2000 contributed
significantly towards the expansion of trade
between the two countries.

Development project : Sri Lanka is India’s one
of major development partners. For eg. India
housing project.

Military Exercises: MITRA, SHAKTI, IN SLN
etc.

Major challenges in Indo Sri Lanka Relations:
China factor in India : Sri Lanka relation in
terms of being the platform for India-China
strategic competition, Sri Lanka has endorsed
China’s flagship connectivity project, the
belt and road initiatives.

Lack of Bipartition support to India : Sri
Lanka soured precipitously when Mahendra
Rajpaksha leased the strategically significant
port of Habantota to China an issues highly
sensitive to India.

Fisherman issue : The issue A maritime
dispute between India and Sri Lanka remain
unresolved ,despite an agreement of 47 years
ago. Notwithstanding the 1974 Indo Lanka
Maritime Boundary Agreement,India
fisherman tend to cross the maritime border
into Sri Lanka in Palk Strait, which in turn
leads to assaults by Sri Lankan Navy.
Geopolitical significance of SriLanka

Sri Lanka’s location in the Indian Ocean
region as anisland State has been of strategic
geopolitical relevance to several major
powers. The massive Chinese involvement
that garnered the deepest controversy in
recent years. Chinais building state of the art
gigantic modern ports all along the Indian

Ocean to the south of it, in Gwadar(Pakistan),
Chittahong (Bangladesh,Kyauk Phru
(Myanmar)and Hambantota (Sri Lanka).
China’s string of pearl’s strategy is aimed at
enriching India to establish dominance in the
Indian ocean. Sri Lanka has a list of highly
strategic ports located among busiest sea
lanes of communication. Thus Sri Lanka’s
location can thus sever both commercial and
industrial purposes and used as a military
base.
Conclusion

Neither Sri Lanka nor India can afford
to have strained relations. India needs to
engage with Sri Lanka even more closely in
line with India’s Neighbourhood First Policy
and step up people centric developmental
activities while scrupulously clear of any
interference.
In recent crisis of Sri Lanka, India has
extended financial assistance for purchasing
fuel, food and medicines, to help Sri Lanka
tackle massive economic and energy crisis.
India has assured its continued cooperation
in coping with the unprecedented economic
crisis in the Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has also asked
India if it can reach out some of its bilateral
and multilateral partners like the japan ,
Australia, and ASEAN and play “Guarantor” to
seek financial help for Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has
been going through a severe economic crisis
caused in some measure by a shortage of
foreign exchange resulting in lengthy power
cuts, shortage of essential items and price
spiral.
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I n the present time, one of the burning
challenges is to recycle the waste
material. Growing population has
tremendously increased the quantity of waste
, product. The current available methods to
dispose waste material seems in competent to
.« ) completely solve this issue. Some of the
44 scholars have put forth the concept of waste
BN recycling which is indeed a major
breakthrough in the disposal of waste
material. Baradi, a small village in the Barpeta
district of Assam has shown an exemplary
example of waste recycle and management.
Their idea should be adopted and spread to
8 every remote corner so that waste can be
recycled and can help us to maintain a clean
\ earth.
An NGO named DHRITI based in the
i North east India inspired the rural mass to
M utilize the sheath of the areca nut tree to make
utensils of various kinds under the company
named Tamul Plates Marketing Private
Utilisation Limited. This very organization is presently
active in the Barpeta District of Assam. Baradi
based branch in the Barpeta district is a micro

Of Areca based enterprise which is situated on the bank

of National Highway 31. The industry uses the

Leaves for dry sheath or leaves of the areca tree as raw

material for the preparation of utensils. The
- dry Sheath is locally known as ‘dhakuna’. The
Preparatlon industry obtains the raw materials from the
= . dense forest of the B.T.A.D area which are at a
of Disposables :

A Study in Barpeta
with special
reference to Baradi

Kirti Chowdhury
Assistant Professor
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distance of 100 to 150 km from the industry
site. The collected raw material is properly
stored in a cool dry place before processing.
The dry sheath is washed properly and is
left out to dry up just before the initiation of
the process of making utensils. The drying
of areca leaves is very essential because
proper drying of leaves can only provide the
desired shape to prepare the disposable
plates. The dried leaves are inserted inside
the machine which in turn produces
disposables of various shapes and sizes as
per the demand in the market. An
estimated amount of 10,000 pieces of
disposables is prepared regularly by this
plant. It is followed by packaging of
disposables which is the final stage in the
manufacturing process.

The disposables made up of Areca
leaves has got various advantages over
plastic-based disposables. The disposables
made out of areca leaves have an elegant
natural colour without addition of any
other artificial colours. They are
biodegradable and hence they are eco
friendly in nature. They are extremely light
weighted which makes it very comfortable
for transportation. In addition to this, the
cost of manufacturing is very less compared
to plastic made disposables.

The market picture for the
disposables is however not encouraging in
case of local market. The disposables in

spite of having numerous advantages is not
overwhelmingly accepted by the locals. The
cost of disposables made up of areca leaves is
a bit higher compared to the plastic made
disposables which is mainly responsible for
bringing down the market in the local level. It
is however, important to mention that the
market scenario is little encouraging outside
Assam. The metropolitan cities like Delhi,
Mumbai and Chennai provides good demand
for disposables made up of Areca Leaves. The
details of the order are given below in the
form of atable.

Serialnumber  Years Exported quantity
1 2010-2011 20lakhs
2 2011-2012 35 lakhs
3 2012-2013 60 lakhs
4 2013-2014 17 lakhs
5 2014-2015  1.8lakhs
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Source — Official record of tamul plate
marketing private limited, 2015, Baradi
(Barpeta)

The common hindrances in the way of
areca leaves made disposablesis the dearth of
raw materials. The industry needs to procure
the raw material from very distant areas. This
increases the transportation cost to manifold
times. Secondly although area nuts is very
common in north east India especially Assam
and Meghalaya, it is not grown at commercial



s L

level. They are mainly grown for home The very common step towards the
consumption which causes scarcity of raw  upliftment of this industry is to encourage the
material to produce the disposables. It also  villagers to grow areca nuts plants in a
faces the proper storage facility. Many areca  commercial way. The villagers in Assam mostly
leaves are caught up by dirt and insects ownlarge area of land which can be easily used
which destroys the raw material and further  to grow areca nuts in the commercial way. It
lessens the stock of raw materials. The most  will not only put the land to use but will also
important hindrance is the lack of helptoreduce the unemployment problem to
government support in the promotion of some extent. Our small effort can only help us
such industry which can be of immense use  toreach high dreamsand hope.

to mitigate the waste recycle programme.

%
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Fig — Various stages of Areca leaves-based processing like storing of raw materials, cleaning of leaves,
processing of leaves in the burner and finally packeting of disposables.
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| came into the world,
Hope to seem elated;
Grew older and older,
Day by day bolder and bolder.

Hindrances dare not touch,
My rights and freedom,
Remain within like a fandom;
Assist me in my need.

Until my last breath | lay

On my freedom Come What may;
An honest and good citizen,

| love my Motherland India.
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-Henry Word Beecher.
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brings peace for today and creates a




vision for tomorrow.) (BWGa Jacques
Maritain 3 (o “Fowwe| (22 HBHRT
oife Tew Wi ( Gratitude is the most
exquisite form of courtesy.)
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9% JAFR (9 | Aristotle aco8 ' All
virtues have value and virtue of gratitude
helps to increase feeling of satisfaction
with our lives and keeps us from falling
into the express of a greedy or entitled
frame of mind.

According to Dr. Robert Emmon,
there are three stages of gratitude-

(1) Recognizing what we are
grateful for,

(i1) Acknowledging itand

(ii1) Appriciation it.

In other words appreciation is the
final component and the last stge in the
gratitude process.
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Mamoni Raisom Goswami is the

most extraordinary thing to have
happen in Assamese literature in
recent years. There cant be any
doubt that she is a major author from
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Mamoni Baisom Goswami
Born: 14 November 1942
Died: 29 November 2011 4
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